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to 2,405, most of them (60 percent) residing in California. The com-
munity was composed mostly of older people; 56 percent were over
forty years of age and 32 percent over fifty. Occupationally, 65 per-
cent were in agriculture — 15 percent as farmers and 50 percent as
farm laborers. Only 4 percent were professionals. Of the sixteen
hundred Asian Indians over twenty-five years of age, more than a
third had not completed even a year of schooling. Their educational
level was the lowest of all racial and ethnic groups reported in the
census: the median number of school years completed by Asian In-
dians was only 3.7.

Five years later, in 1945, a lecturer of Oriental Studies at the
University of Pennsylvania surveyed the Asian-Indian community in
America. The community was “small and stable,” observed Dr. S.
Chandrasekhar. Men who had been on the move in search of jobs
had settled down as heads of families. The improvement of their
economic status was accompanied by the “Americanization” of
their children. While the parents spoke Hindustani in the home, their
children had begun to attend the local public schools and learned to
speak English. For the American-born generation, India was “unreal
and far away.” But whether they were first- or second-generation
Asian Indians, they felt isolated, not knowing for certain their place
and future in America. In their identity, they seemed to be rooted
neither here in America nor there in India. “Some would like to go
to India, marry, and return to their adopted land; some would like
relatives in India to come here and share the American way of life,”
explained Chandrasekhar. But their cultural ties to India had been
“cut asunder,” and “new blood” from the homeland could not be
introduced.*



