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serve multiple neighborhoods. The DPZ diagram also establishes a rule of thumb for
establishing neighborhood parks—one per quadrant. From the point of view of sustainable
urbanism, the DPZ diagram, like Perry’s before it, remained silent on buildings and
infrastructure and sees no role for nearby nonhuman habitat, going so far as to eliminate
Perry’s hypothetical river altogether. '

The sustainable neighborhood diagram below builds on the previous two, adapting them to meet
current needs. Five distinctions result: (1) the neighborhood is a building block of a transit
corridor; (2) the central DPZ bus stop is replaced with a higher intensity transit mode (BRT, trolley,
light rail); (3) it is fitted out with high-performance infrastructure: district power, dimmable
streetlights, and a share car per block; (4) the mix and density support car-free housing and a

third place; and (5) habitat and infrastructure greenways give the neighborhood distinct edges.
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The best centers are within walking distance of the surrounding, primarily residential
areas, and typically some gradient in density is discernable from center to edge. Centers
possess a mix of uses and the potential for higher-density buildings at a pedestrian scale
(Four stories maximum for most circumstances, except at the metropolitan core).

Discernible centers are more important than discernible edges because of the center’s
usefulness in day-to-day life. Paul Murrain has observed that average urban dwellers
probably care far less about a well-defined edge for their neighborhood than a well-defined
center because the center affects the quality of life by being the place for meeting daily
needs and connecting socially. The center is also the place for coalescing of community in
response to adversity; we gather at the commons in times of emergency.

Delineating the neighborhood edge by design is more a source of psychosocial comfort
than the meeting of a physical need, so the adjustments that are made to the urban fabric at
the edge are often subtle.

Walkable Size
The overall size of the nelghborhood should be suitable for walking. Neighborhoods range
from 40 —200 acres.

Most people will walk a distance of approximately one-quarter mile (1,320 feet) before
turning back or opting to drive or ride a bike rather than walk. This dimension is a constant
in the way people have settled for centuries. Most neighborhoods built before World War 1l
were one-quarter mile from center to edge.

Of course, neighborhoods are not circular in design, nor is that desnrable.
Neighborhoods tend to elongate along contours and ridges and compress at slopes because
the walkability elongates across flat planes. The quarter-mile radius is a benchmark for
creating a neighborhood unit that is manageable in size and feel and inherently walkable.
We certainly should be willing to walk farther.

Neighborhoods of many sizes and shapes can satisfy the quarter-mile radius test.
Large civic spaces such as modern schools with play fields require a great deal of acreage
and can be situated where they are shared by more than one neighborhood. When the
territory to be settled encompasses more acreage, larger planned communities can satisfy
the quarter-mile radius by establishing several distinct neighborhoods or quarters within
the community. Significant centers should be spaced about one-half mile apart or less.
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“Design speed” is the crucial number engineers officially use to configure streets for
orderly traffic movement. The chosen design speed must be a low figure, usually less than
25 mph, for a highly walkable environment. The slow design speeds that characterize walka-
ble streets result from the conscious choice of features such as narrow curb-to-curb cross
sections, street trees, architecture close to the street edge, on-street parking, and relatively
tight radii at the street corners.

The highest quotient of walkability will result when the buildings that shape the street
space are set close enough to the front property line to spatially define the streets as public
spaces, with a minimum degree of enclosure formed by a building-height-to- street-width pro-

_portion of 1:3 or closer.

Special Sites Are Reserved for Civic Purposes

In complete neighborhoods, it is always true that some of the best real estate is set aside for
community purposes. These locations are made significant by the geometry of the town
plan. Prominent locations, such as a terminated vista seen down a street or at the topof a
hill, should be reserved for landmark buildings. These locations are deliberately selected for

" building sites that will conclude the long view down a street or for anchoring a prominent:

street corner or neighborhood square. These unique settings within the neighborhoods are
the permanent anchors for community pride. Civic buildings, because they serve the entire
community, should be accessible and located in areas with greater activity.

Similarly, special sites should be set aside for parks, greens, squares, plazas, and
playgrounds. Each neighborhood should have one special gathenng space at its center, such
as a village green, .

Parks are the largest of the open spaces, and contain natural preserves, paths, and

trails. Greens are smaller but should ideally be large enough for a person to be away from
. the noise and movement of the street. Squares are often used for civic purposes. They are at

least one acre in size, located at the intersection of major streets, and shaped by surrounding
building frontages. Squares contain landscaping and trees that are deliberately arranged.
Plazas are used for civic and commercial purposes (such as outdoor cafes) and are primarily
hard-surfaced (stone, brick, pavement, etc.). They are smaller than a square and spatially
defined by surrounding frontages. Playgrounds can be any size, are designed primarily for
children, and may be part of larger parks or greens.! ‘

Note
1. Duany Plater-Zyberk & Company, SmartCode Annotated, Version 8.0, 2005.
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