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Course Description

Social workers’ research literacy is a social justice issue. We have a professional obligation to: 1) be informed consumers of existing research to facilitate practice decisions, based on the best research evidence available, at the client, program, community, national, and/or international level; 2) use our research expertise to critically assess the development and implementation of empirical research impacting social work services consumers; and 3) evaluate our practice and expand the research-based knowledge of our profession.  Responsive to these obligations, this course facilitates the development of an understanding of the scientific method as a systematic, rigorous approach to professional knowledge building as well as to the evaluation and extension of existing knowledge and practice at the client, program, community, national, and international levels. Explicit links are made between sound research and effective, evidence-based practices. Throughout, students learn to critique existing research in terms of the quality of its evidence, its relevancy to women, racial, ethnic and other minority groups, and people from different socioeconomic classes; and to develop procedures for coping with organizational and sociopolitical issue in developing and implementing agency-based research. Practical dilemmas that arise in designing and implementing agency-based research are also presented and workable solutions suggested.  Along with Research Informed Practice II, the other foundation course in the research sequence, this course enables students to incorporate empirical research into all aspects of social work practice. Students will develop the research skills necessary to evaluate interventions designed to bring about change at any system level.
Educational Objectives
More specifically, students will develop the knowledge and skills necessary to:
 (1) Develop critical analytic skills and an informed skepticism for developing, implementing, and critiquing research problems and questions appropriate to all levels of practice, including practice at student field placements, work or volunteer sites;
(2) Select appropriate quantitative and qualitative approaches to guide research on a particular topic, including the use of available data, experimental and quasi-experimental designs, surveys, intensive interviewing, focus groups, and participant observation;
(3) Critique existing research in terms of the quality of the evidence presented and its ability to rule out other possible explanations for findings; 
(4) Critique existing research in terms of its relevance and generalizability, particularly to women, racial, ethnic, religious, other minority groups, and people from different socioeconomic classes; 
(5) Implement procedures for assuring the ethical conduct of research, including the necessity of obtaining informed consent; inclusion of safeguards to insure the confidentiality of research data; assurance of voluntariness in research participation, including recruitment as well as data collection; and an appreciation for not using vulnerable populations as research subjects, just because they may be more available; 
(6) Use current technology, including the World Wide Web, and a variety of existing social science and medical databases to locate the best available evidence about specific human conditions and psychosocial interventions; 
(7) Develop procedures for coping with organizational, sociopolitical, and practical issues in agency-based research, including issues about how to frame and implement practical, feasible projects to expand the evidence base of social work practice; 

Required Text

Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Pedagogical Strategies

This course utilizes several pedagogical strategies. These include lecture, discussion, workshops, and class exercises to exemplify key learning objectives. Other strategies include learning about the library resources to explore research databases and sources of standardized measures. Students work in groups to critically examine assigned research articles as well as examples of research as represented in periodicals and the media. This course also requires that students to integrate their learning by writing a research proposal that is connected to either their field placement, work site and/or volunteer work.  In addition, there is a final exam (see below for complete description of assignments).

Class Policies

1.) Students are expected to attend and be prepared for all course sessions.  Your instructor may contact your advisor if progress in the course or attendance is of concern. 
2.) Use APA (American Psychological Association) guidelines for citing all references. Please visit the Online Writing Lab at Purdue University for APA Resources Online at link: https://owl.purdue.edu/ We will be using the 7th Edition of APA.
3.) Class will begin and end on time with a short break. 
4.) Cell phones must be silenced during class sessions.
5.) Students should review the student handbook for information on ethics in social work and the academy, especially those regarding plagiarism.
6.) Students who think they may need accommodations in this course due to the impact of a learning, physical, or psychological disability are encouraged to meet with your instructor privately early in the semester to discuss their concerns.  In addition, students must contact the Coordinator of Access Services (610-526-735), as soon as possible, to verify their eligibility for reasonable academic accommodations.  Early contact will help to avoid unnecessary inconvenience and delays.

Students are expected to submit the written assignment on time. The instructor should be notified in advance if the student expects to miss an assignment due date. Extensions will be short, with a specific and firm due date negotiated between the instructor and the student. 

Each student should become familiar with the College’s guidelines on plagiarism (see student handbook) and with the National Association of Social Work Code of Ethics. The Code of Ethics is available on line at http://www.naswdc.org/code.htm.


Assignments and Final Exam

Learning research methods is critical for social workers. This is a hands-on class, requiring students to commit to learning research methods through readings, in-class activities, the development of a research proposal, and two in-class exams. These are the graded activities and their timing across class sessions. 

1. Mid-Term Exam: This brief (20-questions, 45 minute) exam includes short-answer and multiple-choice questions to assess students’ understanding of key concepts and research procedures. To pass the exam you need a grade of 75% or above. The exam is worth 30 percent of your final grade. DUE: Class 6. 

2. Research Proposal: DUE: Class 9. We will follow the guidelines for writing a research proposal outlined in the appendix provided by the instructor. The research proposal is worth 30 percent of your final grade, you must pass this assignment (with a grade of 75 or above) in order to pass the course. The formatting of this assignment should follow APA (6th ed.) style guidelines. 

In the research proposal, students will learn to develop a research plan advancing research in the area of trauma-informed social work as it relates to their focus of practice (macro or clinical) and population of interest. Proposals will describe a quantitative research plan. 

3. Final exam – DUE: Class 10 The final exam will cover the course content discussed throughout the semester. This multiple-choice and short-answer 20-questions exam will be held during your regular class time. The exam is worth 30 percent of your final grade, but you must pass the exam (with a grade of 75% or above) in order to pass the course. 

4. Preparation for class discussions, participation in class discussion, and workshop engagement. Throughout the class, you will read published research articles, textbook readings and view/listen to Online videos. Each week we will discuss one of the published articles for a particular week. Students will be expected to come to class prepared to provide an oral summary of methodological points which they judge to be important from the specific article and which relate to the topic of the class.  Paper workshops will also include worksheets to be completed.  (10% of final grade).

You will be able to retake each exam one time, and if needed, re-submit one time the Research Proposal once if your initial submission does not meet criteria for passing. The final re-take and re-submit grades will be the ones used to grade your overall performance in the class.

Additional (Optional) Resources

Rubin, A., & Babbie, E. (2013). Essential research methods for social work. 3rd ed. Belmont, CA: Cengage/Brooks/Cole.

Course Outline

Session 1
Topics:  
Course overview and foundations of social work research, problem formulation, conceptualization and
operationalization; and research as social justice

· Key issues in social work research today, especially Evidence-Based Practice (EBP)
· Different ways of knowing, the logic of science and five common errors in reasoning
· Social science methods used by social work researchers and practitioner researchers
· Distinction between different units of analysis and independent, dependent and control variables
· Developing research questions and conceptualization and operationalization of variables
· Cultural norms impacting the research process
· Three components of validity
· Ways that marginalized groups may be misrepresented/underrepresented in research
· Brief intro to quantitative, qualitative, & mixed methods modes of inquiry

Required Text Readings:
Chapters 1 and 2 
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Required Article Reading:
Lightfoot, E., McCleary, J.S., & Lum, T. (2014). Asset Mapping as a research tool for community-based participatory research in social work. Social Work Research, 38(1), 59-64. 

Optional Article 1 (S1): 
Lorenzetti, L. (2013). Research as a social justice tool: An activist’s perspective. Affilia: Journal of Women and Social Work, 28(4), 451-457.

Optional Video: How to summarize and critically respond to an article
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=1gZsmNGScH8

Session 2
Topic: 
Ethical and Scientific Guidelines for Social Work Research including context and culture, conceptualization, levels of measurement, and measurements of reliability and validity
Trauma-Informed Care Implementation: Organizational and Clinical Practice

· Types of research misconduct (plagiarism, fabrication, falsification)
· NASW Code of Ethics and Belmont Report relate to ethical issues in research in social work
· Confidentiality, anonymity, and voluntariness mean and steps to take to promote them
· The functions of IRBs and special issues raised by using marginalized populations in research and how to address them
· Conceptualization and operationalization variables (review)
· Four different levels of measurement
· Ways to assess reliability and validity in quantitative and qualitative research
· Different types of measurement error and their consequences
· Ways to assess the cultural competence of measurement

Required Text Readings:
Chapters 3 and 4
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Required Article Reading:
Clark, J.J. (2009). Why social workers need research ethics knowledge. Social Work, 54(1), 5-7. DOI:10.1093/sw/54.1.5

Optional Article 2 (S2): 
Menscner, C., Maul, A. (2016). Key Ingredients for Successful Trauma-Informed Care Implementation. Center for Health Care Strategies. Retrieved from: https://www.chcs.org/resource/key-ingredients-for-successful-trauma-informed-care-implementation/

Session 3
Topic: Literature Reviews and how to read of Research Articles
Final Paper Prep: Literature Review (Submit worksheet after class)

 Required Text Readings: (Please review and bring questions and needs for clarification)
Appendix A: Questions to ask about a QUANTItative research article
Appendix B: How to read a QUANTItative research article
Appendix C: Questions to ask about a QUALItative research article
Appendix D: How to read a QUALItative research article
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

No Required Article Reading:

Resource on Searching Library Resources:
Tutorial: Search Techniques, Part 1 and Part 2

Session 4
Topics:  
Sampling and Measurement
Pre-recorded Guest Presenter: Alex Pfundt on Measurement
Final Paper Prep: Measurement/Standardized Scales (Submit worksheet after class)

· Populations, target populations, sampling frames & sampling elements
· Probability and non-probability sampling 
· Types of probability and non-probability sampling and when to use each
· Generalizability and representativeness
· Ways of recruiting respondents, especially those from marginalized populations

Required Text Reading:
Chapters 5
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Required Article Reading:
Hreish, K., Okkeh, M., Fareed, A. J., Byers, D. S. (2017). Attitudes among young adults in Palestine about peers with substance use problems: Challenges and opportunities for community intervention design. International Social Work, 62(2), 726-740.

Session 5			     
Topics: 
Causation and Research Design 
MIDTERM EXAM PREP

· Units of analysis, units of observation and generalizability
· Causality and causation
· Association between two variables
· Intro to cross-sectional, longitudinal, experimental, non-experimental study designs

Required Text Reading:
Chapter 6 
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Required Article Reading:
Carpenter, J. (2011) Evaluating Social Work Education: A Review of Outcomes, Measures, Research Designs and Practicalities, Social Work Education, 30:02, 122-140, DOI: 10.1080/02615479.2011.540375

Session 6
Topics: 
Group Experimental Design & Quasi Experimental Design
MIDTERM EXAM 

· Causal explanation, independent and dependent variables
· Criteria for a causal relationship
· Three essential components of true experimental research designs
· Random assignment
· Causal conclusions
· External validity
· Quasi-experimental group designs
· Ethics, random assignment and selection bias
· Criteria for establishing causality
· Identification of types of experimental, quasi-experimental and pre-experimental designs
· Distinction between internal and external validity and randomization and random selection
· Role of experimental design plays in systematic reviews and meta-analysis

Required Text Reading:
Chapter 7
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Required Article Reading:
Muriuki, A.M. & Moss, T. (2016). The impact of para-professional social workers and community health care workers in Côte d'Ivoire: Contributions to the protection and social support of vulnerable children in a resource poor country. Children and Youth Services Review, 67, 230-237.

Session 7
Topic: Survey Research
Final Paper Prep: Developing your Conceptual Framework (Submit worksheet after class)

· Survey designs – questionnaire or interview schedule
· Developing questions
· Inclusion of “don’t know” and “neutral responses”
· Cover letter for questionnaires
· Response rates and validity
· In-person, phone, and electronic surveys
· Advantages and disadvantages of different survey approaches (web, in-person interviews, questionnaires, telephone interviews) and when to use each
· Link sampling techniques to the generalizability of results
· Ethical challenges in surveys

Required Text Reading:
Chapters 9 
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Required Article Reading:
McInroy, L. (2016). Pitfalls, potentials and ethics of Online survey research: LGBTQ and other marginalized hard-to-access youths. Social Work Research, 40(2), 83-94.

Session 8
Topics: Qualitative Methods and Data Analysis
Final Paper Prep: Writing your Methods (Submit worksheet after class, optional)

· Basic components of analysis for all qualitative approaches
· Appropriate use of approaches
· Participant observers and field researchers
· Issues in implementing intensive interviews and focus groups
· Recording and analyzing notes
· Strengths and weaknesses of these approaches 
· Strengths and weaknesses of ethnography
· Community-based participatory research
· Five main ethical issues in field research

Required Text Readings:
Chapters 10, 11
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Required Article Reading:
Hausmann-Stabile, C., Gulbas, L., Zayas, L.H. (2017). Treatment narratives of suicidal Latina teens. Archives of Suicide Research, 1-8. Available online at https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28273030

Session 9		
Topics:   Evaluation Research and Reporting Research 
Final Exam Prep
Final Paper Due

· Evaluation process modeled as a feedback system
· Logic Models
· Four primary types of program evaluation
· Program theory
· The use of qualitative methods
· Multiple outcomes
· Ethical issues and desired social benefits
· Proposal writing
· Different types of report
· Components of a research report
· Ethics in research reporting

Required Text Reading:
Chapter 13 and 15
Engel, R. J., & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Social Work. Fourth Edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE

Required Article Reading:
Korchmaros, J.D., Greene, A. & Murphy, S. (2020). Implementing Trauma-Informed Research-Supported Treatment: Fidelity, Feasibility, and Acceptability. Child and Adolescent Social Work Journal. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10560-020-00671-7

Hamel, J., Ferriera, R.J., Buttell, F. (2017). Gender and batterer intervention: Implications of a program evaluation for policy and treatment. Research on Social Work Practice, 27 (4), 405-412.

Session 10		
Topics:   
Final Exam (completed during class time) 

APPENDIX I: Linking EPAS Core Competencies with Targeted Practice Behaviors

The Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) has developed Educational Policy and Accreditation Standards (EPAS) for the MSS degree.  These standards reflect a competency-based approach to education.  Competencies are reflected in practice behaviors that are comprised of knowledge, values and skills. The EPAS define 10 core competencies with 41 associated foundation level practice behaviors.  The core competencies and practice behaviors addressed in this course are represented in the chart below.  Additionally, core competencies and targeted practice behaviors are represented separately for each assignment.  

	EPAS Core Competency
	Targeted Practice Behaviors

	
2.1.1 Identify as a professional social worker and conduct one’s self accordingly

	
1. Advocate for client access to services of social work
5. Engage in career-long learning


	2.1.2 Apply social work ethical principles to guide professional practice



	7. Recognize and manage personal values in a way that allows professional values to guide practice
8. Make ethical decisions by applying standards of NASW code and international codes
9. Tolerate ambiguity in resolving ethical conflicts
10. Apply strategies of ethical reasoning to arrive at principled decisions


	2.1.3 Apply critical thinking to inform and communicate professional judgments

	11. Distinguish, appraise and integrate multiple sources of knowledge, including research-based knowledge and practice wisdom
12. Analyze models of assessment, prevention, intervention and evaluation
13. Demonstrate effective oral and written communication in working with individuals, families, groups, organizations, communities and colleagues


	2.1.4 Engage diversity and difference in practice
	14. Recognize the extent to which a culture’s structures and values may oppress, marginalize, alienate, or create or enhance privilege and power
15. Gain sufficient self-awareness to eliminate the influence of personal biases and values in working with diverse groups
16. Recognize and communicate their understanding of the importance of difference in shaping life experiences
17. View themselves as learners and engage those with whom they work as informants


	2.1.6 Engage in research-informed practice and practice-informed research

	21. Use practice experience to inform scientific inquiry
22. Use research evidence to inform practice

	2.1.9 Respond to contexts that shape practice
	27. Continuously discover, appraise, and attend to changing locales, populations, scientific and technological developments, and emerging societal trends to provide relevant services


	2.1.10 (a-d).  Engage, assess, intervene and evaluate with individuals, families, groups, organizations and communities

	32. Collect, organize and interpret client data
35. Select appropriate intervention strategies 
41. Critically analyze, monitor and evaluate interventions




Linking Assignments, EPAS Core Competencies, and Practice Behaviors

	Assignment
	EPAS Core Competencies
	Practice Behaviors

	Mid-Term Exam
	2.1.3
2.1.6
2.1.10
	11. Distinguish, appraise and integrate multiple sources of knowledge, including research-based knowledge and practice wisdom
12. Analyze models of assessment, prevention, intervention & evaluation
22. Use research evidence to inform practice
41. Critically analyze, monitor and evaluate interventions

	Research Proposal
	2.1.3
	11. Distinguish, appraise and integrate multiple sources of knowledge, including research-based knowledge and practice wisdom
Demonstrate effective oral and written communication in working with individuals, families, groups, organizations, communities and colleagues

	
	2.1.4
	17. View themselves as learners and engage those with whom they work as informants

	
	2.1.6
	21. Use practice experience to inform scientific inquiry
22. Use research evidence to inform practice

	
	2.1.9
	27. Continuously discover, appraise, and attend to changing locales, populations, scientific and technological developments, and emerging societal trends to provide relevant services

	Article discussions
	2.1.3
	11. Distinguish, appraise and integrate multiple sources of knowledge, including research-based knowledge and practice wisdom
12. Analyze models of assessment, prevention, intervention and evaluation
13. Demonstrate effective oral and written communication in working with individuals, families, groups, organizations, communities and colleagues

	
	2.1.4
	14. Recognize the extent to which a culture’s structures and values may oppress, marginalize, alienate, or create or enhance privilege and power
15. Gain sufficient self-awareness to eliminate the influence of personal biases and values in working with diverse groups
16. Recognize and communicate their understanding of the importance of difference in shaping life experiences

	
	2.1.6
	21. Use practice experience to inform scientific inquiry
22. Use research evidence to inform practice

	
	2.9
	27. Continuously discover, appraise, and attend to changing locales, populations, scientific and technological developments, and emerging societal trends to provide relevant services

	Final exam
	2.1.3
2.1.6
2.1.10
	12. Analyze models of assessment, prevention, intervention & evaluation
22. Use research evidence to inform practice
41. Critically analyze, monitor and evaluate interventions
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