
Searching for Primary Research 
in Social Work

Kate Blinn, Social Sciences and Data Librarian



Goals for Today

 Output goal: Literature Review

 Select and access search tools within the digital library  system

 Use a database thesaurus to identify subject search terms

 Frame a research topic for a literature search

 Execute an initial search in a literature database

 Know how to get help



Tutorials

You have access in Moodle to two tutorials (Part 1, Part 2). 

Brainstorm keywords and connect them using Boolean (AND,  OR, NOT)

Difference between full-text searching, field searching,  and subject

searching

Truncation and wildcard searching (e.g. adolescen*)

Limiting your search

https://proxy.brynmawr.edu/login?url=https://brynmawr.credocourseware.com/courses/course-v1:Bryn-Mawr-College+IL+2019/xblock/block-v1:Bryn-Mawr-College+IL+2019+type@sequential+block@226e0b44463f4e4c91d954c384f60b2b/
https://proxy.brynmawr.edu/login?url=https://brynmawr.credocourseware.com/courses/course-v1:Bryn-Mawr-College+IL+2019/xblock/block-v1:Bryn-Mawr-College+IL+2019+type@sequential+block@6ea64f527f714696a3e07cd9ce40992e/


Two Important Places to Search

A search engine canbe  
a good place to start.

Subject databases  
allow for more  
targeted searching.



https://guides.

tricolib.brynmawr

.edu/sowk-503

https://guides.tricolib.brynmawr.edu/sowk-503


Accessing Full-Text (PDFs)

The only way to access the article is by going to Google 

Scholar or a database through the library system.



It’s Your Turn
Visit  https://bit.ly/rip1guide (or 

locate the link in your RIP Moodle)

Bookmark the Research Guide for 

later.

Scan the list of databases – think 

about which ones you might use.

Give a thumbs-up when you’re 

done.

Access the 

Research Guide for 

SOWK 503: RIP 1

https://bit.ly/rip1guide


Topic Scoping

● Look for a recent (<5 years)  

literature review

● Read the study limitations and  

recommendations for future  research 

in scholarly articles

● Consult reference resources  (e.g. 

Encyclopedia of Social  Work)

https://proxy.brynmawr.edu/login?url=http://socialwork.oxfordre.com/browse


Framing the Research Topic using PICO

Does animal assisted  therapy reduce 

depression  in veterans with PTSD?

Problem or  
population

Veterans AND/OR  
posttraumatic stress

Intervention pet therapy

Comparison

Outcome Decreased depression
Image source: https://www.gradyhealth.org/news/grady-adds-animal-assisted-therapy-to-its-renowned-patient-care/

http://www.gradyhealth.org/news/grady-adds-animal-assisted-therapy-to-its-renowned-patient-care/


It’s Your Turn

Fill in the PICO table on your

worksheet OR just jot down your 

variables. 

Ask questions, help each other

Formulate your 

Research Question



Keyword Ambiguity

Animal assisted  
therapy

Pet therapy



Search Language: Database Thesaurus



Search Language: Database Thesaurus



Search Language: Database Thesaurus



Search Language: Subject Headings



 Publication date

 Source type

 Age group

 Population

 Methodology 

(PsycINFO)

Search Language: 

Database Filters and Limits



Search Language: Framing the Question

Does animal assisted therapy reduce ● Look for articles about:  

depression in veterans with PTSD? ○ Veterans and trauma

○ Animal assisted therapy and trauma

○ Animal assisted therapy and

depression

○ Animal assisted therapy and veterans

Problem or  
population

Veterans AND/OR  
posttraumatic stress OR  
trauma

Intervention animal assisted therapy

Comparison

Outcome Decreased depressive  
symptoms Approach your  

search from  
different angles!



It’s Your Turn
Go to RIP 1 Research Guide

Launch PsycInfo by clicking on the 

B icon

Try a search – you can use your 

PICO terms

Ask questions, help each other

Explore your 

research topic  in a 

database.



Getting Help

● Make an appointment

○ Profile box on course research guide

○ brynmawr.edu/library/library-help

● Email help, including weekends

○ library@brynmawr.edu

https://www.brynmawr.edu/lits/library-help

mailto:library@brynmawr.edu
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