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Much has been made in the media of escalating rates of substance use among young people in Palestine in the past decade (Monks, 2011; Nofal, 2015). Substance use has traditionally been highly stigmatized in Palestine and other Muslim-majority countries, in part due to religious doctrine forbidding use of alcohol and other mind-altering substances (Michalak and Trocki, 2006). In Palestine, this stigma is further entrenched by the political context of the Israeli occupation because substance use has historically been considered an Israeli and Western problem (Thabet and Dajani, 2012). 
People in Palestine with substance use and dependency problems are likely to experience rejection and shunning by their families, communities, schools, and workplaces (Massad et al., 2016). These effects of stigma can interfere with recovery for individuals affected by addiction and can separate them from resources of community and economic support, often seen as necessary for maintaining recovery (Bin Hussein, 2004; Cohen and Willis, 1985; Dobkin et al., 2002; Kemp and Neale, 2005; Klee, McLean, and Yavorsky, 2002; Sumnall and Brotherhood, 2012; Tracy et al., 2010). The degree to which young people in Palestine can navigate stigma to access social support and reintegrate into their families, communities, schools, and workplaces may predict their ability to maintain recovery. 
The aim of this study was to examine the willingness of young people in Palestine to allow others identified as previously using drugs to reintegrate into their families and communities. Findings will help to develop community education strategies and more effective, culturally responsive, and community-based treatment strategies that support people in recovery in Palestine.

