


	Research Informed Practice Fall 2020
Research Proposal Grading Rubric

	Section & Content
	Grade

	Section 1: Specific Aims
A “satisfactory” proposal will include:
· Introduction to the topic (which is trauma-related), including identification of population of interest, brief definition of variables, and scope of the problem.
· Brief summary of the background section (what is known about your topic)
· Brief summary of the research methods you will use
· One to two specific aims of your study
· Brief discussion of social work, social justice, and/or social policy implications of your proposal
	/6 points
S (greater than 4.5 points)
S- (4.5 points)
U (less than 4.5 points)
Comments:


	Section 2: Background
A satisfactory proposal will include:
· One paragraph summarizing demographic data relevant to population of interest (up to two primary sources)
· One paragraph summarizing epidemiological data related to the scope of the research problem (up to two primary sources)
· One paragraph summarizing previous research from peer-reviewed research articles (empirical studies, meta-analyses, and systematic reviews)  related to the topic (up to three sources from within the past 10 years)
· One paragraph highlighting all the research above, and identifying gaps in the literature.
Note: articles from class can be included in the three scholarly sources
	/6 points
S (greater than 4.5 points)
S- (4.5 points)
U (less than 4.5 points)
Comments:


	Section 3: Conceptual Framework
A satisfactory proposal will include:
· Application of trauma theory and one other theory (optional) to the research problem
· Operationalization of the variables in your study that is connected to the conceptual framework (theory) you have discussed.
	/6 points
S (greater than 4.5 points)
S- (4.5 points)
U (less than 4.5 points)
Comments:


	Section 4: Methods
A satisfactory proposal will include:
· Measurement: describe how variables will be measured
· Include at least one standardized scale
· For the standardized scale include relevant information if possible about scoring/reliability/validity (include reference)
· Sampling: Describe proposed sampling procedures
· Describe inclusion/exclusion criteria
· Sampling strategy(ies)
· Recruitment: Describe how data will be collected
· Where/when/by whom
· Consent process
· Qualifications/training if research assistants (if applicable)
	/6 points
S (greater than 4.5 points)
S- (4.5 points)
U (less than 4.5 points)
Comments:


	General: 
A satisfactory will include:
· APA 7th edition formatting for title page, headings, and sub-heading (consistent with proposal guidelines), in-text citations, and reference page
· Paper logically organized with good transitions 
· Careful editing for clarity, spelling, and grammar
· A separate title page and references page
	/6 points
S (greater than 4.5 points)
S- (4.5 points)
U (less than 4.5 points)
Comments:


	Overall Final Grade
	/30 points
S (greater than 22.5 points)
S- (22.5 points)
U (less than 22.5 points)
Comments:






		Montemuro-Rode RIP I Fall 2019
