PICO Search Worksheet

Name: _________________________________

1. Consider your research topic, and list any databases from the course research guide you might use in your search:




2. Choose at least two databases from your list above and perform a search. Write down any subjects and synonyms you find in relevant results. Don’t forget to use a thesaurus if the database has one.

	Natural language terms (from PICO)
	Subject headings and synonyms

	P: 

	


	I:

	


	C: (optional)

	

	O:

	




3. Using the terms found in your initial search, construct a search string and try it out in a database. Modify and repeat your search based on the results you retrieved. Try this out in at least two different databases and compare the results. Use the table on the reverse side of this worksheet to record your work.

Search Log

	Database
	Search string
	Filters used (if any)
	# of results

	





	
	
	

	





	
	
	

	





	
	
	

	





	
	
	



