RUSS201/202: Advanced Russian
The Russian Language Institute
Bryn Mawr College
Summer 2022

 
Instructors:

Irina Walsh, PhD iwalsh@brynmawr.edu 

Cori Anderson, PhD Cori.anderson@rutgers.edu

Sandugash Sansyzbaeva, PhD Sk_sansyz@mail.ru 

Course description: Welcome to intensive third-year Russian, a course focusing on the spoken and written contemporary standard Russian, emphasizing communicative practice in authentic cultural contexts. This class meets five times a week, Monday through Friday for three 60-minute synchronous sessions. There are multiple asynchronous components in this course that are described below. The course is worth 1 unit.

Russian 201/202 is a continuation of the Intensive Russian series. It is open to students who have finished RUSS101/102 or its equivalent at Bryn Mawr College or elsewhere. Russian 201/202 sequence is designed to help students develop Intermediate High-Advanced Low proficiency in speaking, listening, reading, and writing, as it is defined by ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines, 2012[footnoteRef:1]. After taking the 201/202 sequence at Bryn Mawr College, students should be prepared to study abroad and to take content courses in Russian. Student can check what they can currently do at the Intermediate level with their Russian.  [1:  www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012] 

At the end of the RUSS202, students can check how much they can do at the advanced level.

The course is student-centered, where students work on authentic tasks for the majority of class time. Students work a lot in small group (Breakout rooms in Zoom), as one group, and individually. Using authentic materials is another focus of the course, since it intends not only to prepare students for the next level of studying Russian, but also to function outside of the classroom, in the Russian-speaking environment in a variety of contexts. Using authentic materials in this course also aims at showing students how much they should expect to understand when they are in the Russian-speaking environment. Authentic materials, easily accessible online, are carefully chosen by the instructors. Appropriate corrective feedback and frequent formative assessment are used in this course sequence to guarantee that the goal of gaining Intermediate high to Advanced low proficiency (ACTFL, 2012) by the end of the two semesters is met and that students stay on track with the high intensity of the course.

The RUSS201/202 sequence focuses on six topics: 
· Учёба
· Работа
· Семья 
· Жизнь в городе и за городом
· Молодёжь
· Здоровье

Rather than letting students talk about their personal experience, this course sequence is designed to give students tools to address these topics abstractly. You can already list who your family members are (first year material) and say a few words about their jobs, preferences, hobbies, and living situations (first- and second-year material). In this sequence, using authentic articles and video clips, you will learn how family structure changed from the times before the 1917 revolution till now (narrating) and which problems Russian families face in the contemporary Russian society (description). 

The focus in this sequence will be on all three modes of communication: interpersonal (through discussions), interpretive (through texts), and presentational (through your presentations). You can learn more about modes of communication in foreign language learning here (p. 7).

Studying Russian grammar is important in the context of expressing meaning, rather than isolated out of context. In this course, you will review and improve your understanding of the following grammatical concepts: 
· The case system;
·  Verbal conjugation, aspect, formation of imperatives;
· Verbs of motion (intransitive and transitive);
· Selected roots with prefixes;
· Expressions of time and purpose;
· Complex sentences (concession, time, cause, result); 
· Direct and indirect speech; 
· Subjunctive and conditional sentences;
· Connectors; 
· Reflexive verbs;
· Passive, impersonal, and active constructions;
· Participles. 

Detailed schedules of class activities and daily homework assignments are available on Moodle. Instructors reserve the right to change the dates of tests and quizzes and make changes in the schedule with appropriate notice to students. 

Course Expectations: All participants in this course will show respect for one another, for the course instructor and guest speakers at all times. Students are expected to arrive to class on time, prepared and to participate in all class activities. 

Approximate time spent on each task: 

Synchronous classes: 3 hours/day
Tutoring: 15 minutes/3 times a week
Homework: 3-4 hours/day
Grammar quiz 1 hour/quiz (the first quiz or two might take you longer), 3 quizzes per semester 
Unit exam: 1 hour/exam, 3 exams per semester 
Presentation: 3 hours/presentation to prepare, 10 minutes to deliver , 2 presentations per semester 
Oral exams: should never take you longer than 30 minutes/exam, 3 exams per semester + 1 final exam OPI style 15 min.

Russian in the Classroom: Our classes will be conducted in Russian. You are expected to use Russian, even if you have to work your way around a word or concept you don't know (circumlocution is an advanced level task!). Using English or silence in class during activities in which Russian is the expected language of communication will result in a reduced class participation grade.

Instructor Office Hours: please email the instructor with whom you need to meet directly to set up a Zoom meeting. 

Succeeding in This Class:
Students who contribute to class every day, who try their hardest on their homework assignments, who ask questions, review returned assignments, and study for quizzes and tests will earn good grades in this class. The assignments are carefully measured so that there is not too much work for any one evening; if you keep up, you will stay on top of things and earn a good grade in the course. It is the worst idea to miss classes without a good reason, given the intensity of this course. 

Prerequisite: You must have earned a grade of C or higher in RUSS102 or have the permission of the instructor to enroll in this class.

Required Course Materials: 
Kagan, O., Kudyma, A., Miller, F. Russian: From Intermediate to Advanced. London and New York: Routledge. 2015.

Moodle: Check Moodle often. First of all, Moodle will have all of the upcoming deadlines, so students can plan their days and weeks. Second, Moodle will serve as a repository for the following materials: 
a) Course syllabus
b) Course schedule
c) Course announcements
d) Written and oral homework assignments
e) Instruction-related PowerPoint presentations
f) Study guides to prepare for exams

You will also use Moodle to: 
a) Submit homework assignments 
b) Take all grammar quizzes
c) Take all unit exams 
d) Take all oral exams

Because you will use Moodle so much, it is essential that you can type effectively in Russian. To learn how to type fast in Russian students can use https://www.ratatype.com/ru/?lang=ru

Zoom: Classes will be held in Zoom from Monday to Friday, your tutoring sessions, office hours, and extracurricular events will also happen in Zoom. Instructors will use the chat for note-taking during class. It is your responsibility to copy those notes for your use. 

Grading
Course grades: 
Final grades for the course will be calculated as follows:



1

	93-100% = 4.0 = A
	90-92% = 3.7 = A-

	87-89% = 3.3 = B+
	83-86% = 3.0 = B

	80-82% = 2.7 = B-
	77-79% = 2.3 = C+

	73-76% = 2.0 = C
	70-72% = 1.7 = C-

	67-69% = 1.3 = D+
	60-66% = 1.0 = D

	Below 60% = 0.0 = F
	



Course grades will be based on the following components, each of which is explained below:


Preparation and class participation 20%
Homework 25%
Tutoring sessions 5%
Quizzes 10%


Unit Exams 15%
Oral Exams 10%
Presentations 5%
Final Exam 10%


Every day, from Monday to Friday, you will have three synchronous sessions on Zoom with an instructor. Then, you will also have a 15-minute tutoring session with your tutor three times a week. You will have written or oral homework every day and you will also have asynchronous assessment on certain days. For the description and evaluation rubric of each course component please see below. 

Important deadlines: On Moodle, you will see when assignments are due. Instructors will NOT accept any late work (i.e., homework, quizzes, presentations, and exams), unless there is an emergency, a grave illness, or extenuating circumstances. If you know that you have to miss a class in advance it is your responsibility to complete all work due on that day. 

Preparation and Class Participation: Attendance in this course is expected and will be recorded. Attendance is not graded, but class participation is graded for each class. You can miss three classes a semester without an excuse. For every 5 missed classes after that, your Class Participation grade (which is 20% of your final grade) will go down one increment (from B- to C+, for example). One point off the class participation grade will be taken off for every 10 minutes you are late to class. 

Your class participation will be graded as follows: 
5 points: You are present, active, initiating discussion, speaking Russian
4 points: You are present, active, initiating discussion, using English
3 points: You are present, passive, not initiating discussion and/or using English 
0 points: You are absent

Treat your online lessons as face-to-face meetings.
a. It is crucial that you have your camera on. Make sure you have the internet connection that allows good video/audio quality. It is not enough to login and read or listen to the discussions of others. For the maximum common benefit, everyone is intended to contribute.
b. You have to wear headphones. Please have your Zoom on mute, unless you are speaking or working in small breakout rooms.
c. Dress as if you are going to class. (Remember this is a shared academic space and you will be using your camera, so you are expected to look as you would in an in-person class. You do not have to be super made-up, but keep it professional.)
d. Be mindful of what is behind you in the room as it will be visible to everybody.
e. Know that you may be required to share your screen to present your work, and/or other related class materials. Therefore, what’s visible on your screen and browser should be appropriate for a scholarly environment. 
f. Punctuality is important just as it is in a physical class.
g. Plan your meals. Eating is not allowed during class times. 
h. You need a space where you can focus. Enclosed spaces like a room with a door are ideal to minimize interruption, disrupting background sounds, and other distractions. This includes finding a place where your parents, siblings or pets will not be a distraction. You may also consider asking your family members (who may or may not be familiar with working/learning online) to respect your learning space.
i. You should be at a table or at least in an upright chair with space for notebooks and textbooks around you. Living room couches are not suitable for this online course.
For more relevant information, please see the Student Handbook and the Code of Conduct documents. 

Homework: Written homework will be graded on a daily basis as follows:
5 points Submitted on time, complete and thoughtfully prepared, at least 90% correct
4 points Submitted on time, complete and at least 80% correct
3 points Submitted on time, poorly done and/or incomplete
0 points Not submitted

How to submit a homework: Open the assignment on Moodle. Copy the assignment into the response box. Do not submit a file, complete the assignment in the online text. Type up your essay/ Complete the fill in the blanks activity/ Complete the translation activity. Highlight your answers (unless it is an essay). Submit.  

Tutoring sessions: You will have three synchronous 15-minute-long tutoring sessions a week with a tutor. During these 15 minutes, you can converse in Russian, do drills of phrases and grammatical constructions. Suggestions are given in the Schedule. You cannot ask your tutor to do homework with/for you. You should, however, ask questions about the course material, when you have them. 

How to set up your tutoring sessions: Your tutor will contact you to set up meetings. Do your best to set up meetings at the same time throughout the program. You can meet on WhatsApp or on Zoom, or on any other platform that works for you and your tutor. 

Note for Quizzes, Unit Exams, Oral Exams, and Final Exam: Observe the Honor Code when performing course assessments, taking quizzes and exams. Be even more honest with yourselves than usual. It is about your learning. If you have any questions about the Honor Code, please talk with the instructors. If you are not sure whether a certain assignment is closed-note or open-note, check below. 
All types of assessment in this course are first graded by the software on Moodle. This means that if one letter is incorrect in a certain task or if there is a comma, Moodle gives a zero for the entire question. Please ignore the score that Moodle generates. The score is official only after an instructor graded an assessment item. 

Quizzes: You will have grammar quizzes for every unit in the textbook. These quizzes will be timed and scheduled, and will be administered through Moodle. Grammar quizzes will be given as homework, open note: You may use the textbook and your own handwritten notes. You should never use machine/Internet translation or Internet-based search engines. 

Evaluation: simple sum of points.

Unit Exams: You will have an exam on each chapter of the textbook, you will have a study guide for each exam so that you know how to prepare best. Exams will have questions that allow you to demonstrate your mastery of the course material. The exams will be all closed-book and administered through Moodle. You will be in the Zoom session during the exams, with your sound muted, but with the video. 

Evaluation: simple sum of points. 

How to access the unit exams: they can be found on Moodle. 

Oral Exams: There will be an oral exam at the end of every chapter in the textbook. You will answer one to three prompts on Moodle in each exam. You need to show spontaneous responses to the prompts, not memorized responses. You will show prepared presentational mode speaking when you give a presentation. It is ok in this task to pause, rephrase, circumlocute, or to not finish your phrases, when another idea needs to be developed. To best prepare for the exams, you need to learn and practice the vocabulary of the units and actively participate in class discussions. 

Evaluation rubric: 
CONTENT: 30 points maximum
ACCURACY: 15 points
PRONUNCIATION and INTONATION: 20 points
MASTERY OF UNIT VOCABULARY and PHRASES: 30 points
MODE of RESPONDING (no reading, one response is between 2 and 5 minutes): 5 points.

How to access the oral exams: they can be found on Moodle. Read the prompt, think for a couple of minutes, and record your response. Then upload the file to Moodle.   

Presentations: You will prepare four presentations in the course of the eight weeks. You will choose a topic that is of interest to you and research it online, using sources both in English and in Russian. For RUSS201, you will prepare two presentations: one without a grade and without slides (in Unit 1), and the other with slides and for a grade (in Unit 4), both with discussions following each presentation. For RUSS 202, your will present twice (unit 5 and unit 7), with discussion following the presentations. 

Evaluation rubric:

TIME: at least 5 minutes (maximum 8 points)
CONTENT of the presentation, depth of research, organization of information, a clear introduction and conclusion (20 points)
COMPREHENSIBILITY of your speech, helpfulness of glossary (10 points) 
VISUAL aid: PowerPoint or equivalent (10 points)
MODE of presenting, appropriateness of register, no reading, pace, no English (15 points)
MECHANICS: control of grammar and syntax in general and in particular topics, use of connectors (20 points)
VOCABULARY of the unit, phrases (10 points) 
BIBLIOGRAPHY: The last slide in your PowerPoint should list all sources that you used preparing the presentation. A list of links is ok. (4 points)
YOUR COMMENTS FOR OTHER PRESENTATIONS at least four clear, engaging comments that add something to the discussion (3 points) 

Important notes: 
1. Your first phrase in the presentation should be as follows. Добрый день! Тема моего доклада – (тема вашего доклада). You should conclude your presentation by saying Спасибо за внимание! 
2. On your PowerPoint, please put only names and nouns in the nominative case, key dates, and pictures. 
3. You are presenting material to others: make your presentation interesting and engaging. If you are using a word that other students might not know include a glossary item on the respective slide so that you do not have to translate it as you present
4. When you ask questions on the Discussion page on Moodle, remember the format of the question: first, you point out why you are interested in a particular part of the presentation and then you formulate the question. For example. “В презентации вы обращаете внимание на то, что паркур популярен и в Америке, и в России. Как вы думаете, почему?” 

Final exam: Your final exam will be a one-on-one interview with one of the instructors. You will have an OPI-style interview based on the topics of the semester. To prepare for the final exam, you should review texts that we have read and clips we have watched during the semester. You should also review vocabulary and practice oral paragraphs. 

Honor Code: Students are expected to know and abide by the Honor Code of Bryn Mawr College. Expectations related to the honor code include but are not limited to:
a) An understanding that each student is responsible for their own work;
b) Although collaborative study is encouraged, each student must turn in their own work.
c) When we offer exams through Moodle we rely on the expectation that you respect the honor code and that you help ensure that your peers do as well. 
d) For more information, please visit: http://sga.blogs.brynmawr.edu/honor-board/honor-code/

About Quizzes, Tests, Oral Exams and the Final Exam: Note carefully the dates for scheduled quizzes, tests, oral exams and the final exam. If you miss a quiz, test or exam without a valid excuse (illness, family emergency), you will receive a zero for the given test. If you miss an oral exam, you cannot make it up unless you have a valid excuse. If you know you will have to miss a scheduled quiz, test, or exam due to planned travel, holiday celebration, etc., it is your responsibility to inform the instructors before the scheduled test.
A note on dictionary usage & machine translation: Language you use must be verifiably your own; while you are encouraged to use class and reference materials in preparing essays and presentations, you may not get language assistance from native speakers or anyone else.  Your essay must show you can recycle and recombine creatively learned expressions – i.e., expressions we have been working on in class and homework. You may check a few items in an online dictionary. You may NOT pass large chunks of English text through Google Translate – we check for this, and it is fairly obvious when you do. You must know the language (vocabulary, syntax, endings) that you use in your essay solidly enough that you could reproduce what you wrote without having to use any resources to check. 
Essays that in style and range of vocabulary bear no resemblance to other work you have done for this class will be obvious.  In the case of any such submission you will be asked to come in and reproduce what you wrote under proctored conditions with a paper dictionary. If you cannot do that you may be charged with a violation of the Academic Integrity Policy.
Examples of what is allowed (or required!)
-       use of class materials as a source of language models (culturally and linguistically appropriate ways of expressing ideas)
-       use of tables to check forms, case endings, etc. If you use the dictionary to check on a single expression, remember to check the dictionary forms in BOTH directions, so that if you look up a word from English to Russian, check the same Russian word's translation back into English.
-       proofreading your own work
 
NOT allowed and considered a violation of the Academic Integrity Policy:
-       writing text and turning it over to someone to "proof" endings and lexicon
-       quoting another's work without citation (this includes websites)

Special Accommodations: If you may need accommodations in this course because of the impact of a disability you are encouraged to meet with Irina Walsh, Co-Director of RLI, early in the semester. You should also contact Deb Alder, Director of Access Services, at 610-526-7516 or dalder@brynmawr.edu , as soon as possible, to verify your eligibility for accommodations. Early contact will help avoid unnecessary inconvenience and delays.

Policy on Religious Holidays: If you will be observing any religious holidays this semester which will prevent you from attending a regularly scheduled class or interfere with your fulfilling any course requirement, inform the instructors of the dates of your religious holiday(s) within two weeks of the beginning of the semester or immediately if your holiday is near the beginning of the semester so that we may make appropriate alternative plans.

Policy on Cell Phones: Cell phones must be turned off and not visible during class except with special permission.

Food and drink in the classroom: The eating of food of any kind during class is not allowed at all except for those students who have an accommodation for health reasons. Students are welcome to bring beverages as they wish to class.

Title IX policy: Bryn Mawr/Haverford College is committed to fostering a safe and inclusive living and learning environment where all can feel secure and free from harassment. All forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic violence, and dating violence are violations of Bryn Mawr/Haverford’s policies, whether they occur on or off campus. Bryn Mawr/Haverford faculty are committed to helping to create a safe learning environment for all students and for the College community as a whole. If you have experienced any form of gender or sex-based discrimination, harassment, or violence, 
know that help and support are available. Staff members are trained to support students in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, and more.  
 
The College strongly encourages all students to report any incidents of sexual misconduct. Please be aware that all Bryn Mawr/Haverford employees (other than those designated as confidential resources such as counselors, clergy, and healthcare providers) are required to report information about such discrimination and harassment to the Bi-College Title IX Coordinator.  
 
Information about the College’s Sexual Misconduct policy, reporting options, and a list of campus and local resources can be found on the College’s website: 
 
Bryn Mawr Sexual Misconduct Policy 
Haverford Sexual Misconduct Policy 









