


Research Informed Practice II
Written Assignment #2

Final Project, Part 2:  Revised Part 1 (Problem Statement, Research Hypothesis, and Variable Chart) AND Outline of Literature Review with References page(s) (3-5 pages not including cover page/references) 

For this assignment, you will review literature relevant to your topic and create an outline for your review.  The review will be completed as part of a later assignment. Select at least 8 empirical journal articles to include in your review.  Articles should be recently published within the past 10 years.  

Part A- Revising Part 1

In revising Part 1, address instructor comments as well as what you learn in reviewing the literature.  For example, you may identify new variables to include in your analysis based on your literature review (if so, edit your variable chart). You might also identify information that helps you to build a stronger problem statement.

If you do not intend to add or delete any variables in your variable chart after conducting your literature review, acknowledge this in your assignment.      

Part B – Outline of Literature Review

This part of the assignment will include: 
· Outline
· References list, using APA 

Types of articles to include

Find articles that focus on factors that affect your dependent variable.  For example, if you are examining poverty as your dependent variable, find articles about variables that affect the likelihood of being in poverty.  Articles should be as current as possible, and at least within the past 10 years.

Organizing the outline

In the outline, you will summarize, in your own words (avoid quotes) the key findings that are most relevant for your study. 

Before each finding, identify the author(s) in APA format (e.g., authors and year). It should be organized by variable – that is, findings related to a similar relationship are discussed together. This means that articles that report on several variables may be referenced several times in the outline, based on the variable under discussion.
 


Example Literature Review Outline

For example, a literature review outline for a study that is looking at the impact of poverty (primary independent variable) on a child’s behavioral problem (dependent variable), where mother’s age and neighborhood factors (control variables) have also been found to impact behavioral problems would look something like this:

DV: Behavioral problems

Poverty
a. Bernstein and Phelps (2010), positive effect, spending more time in poverty leads to more behavior problems
b. Barelli (2009), positive effect, child raised in poverty have more behavior problems than those not raised in poverty

Mother's age
a. Douglas (2011), negative effect, children of younger mothers have more behavior problems
b. Barelli (2009), negative effect, children of teenage mothers have more behavior problems than children of adult mothers

Neighborhoods
a. Miller and Jost (2013), negative effect, children who view their neighborhood as safe have fewer behavior problems than those who view it as dangerous
b. Coffee (2010), negative effect, as the number of green spaces increase in a neighborhood, the number of child behavioral problems reported by parents decrease 


Some things to keep in mind: 
· This literature review represents an overview of current knowledge on the topic and should provide a context for your research.  
· It will be organized by variable/theme, rather than by author or study. 
· Avoid using quotations from the literature.  Unless something is truly noteworthy and you cannot say it better than the authors of the research, paraphrase their findings.  You should not have more than a few short quotations in your review and having no quotes is better.
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