		
Research Informed Practice II 


FINAL RESEARCH PAPER: Final research paper, 7-10 pages (not including title page/references).  Use APA style for in-text citations and references.  
Directions for Final Paper
Title Page: Give your paper a short title that reflects the substantive focus of your analysis.  Format the title page following APA guidelines.   
Abstract: All research articles have a short (150-word maximum), single-spaced abstract.  This abstract succinctly states the problem, describes the variables, gives the source of the data, and presents the major conclusions.
I. Introduction (1-2 pages) 
This section should include: 
           Problem statement. 
           Discussion of the significance of this topic for social work practice.

II. Literature Review (2-3 pages) 
This review should be a concise integration of the major and most relevant studies which inform the development of your research. Use at least eight references cited in APA style.

III. Methodology (1 page)

Data source: Describe the specific data set you have chosen to use.  The first page of each codebook provides a brief description of the data set.  

Hypotheses:  State your research hypotheses.  Revise the statements written from Paper Assignment 2 if needed.  You do not need to state the null hypothesis for each of these research hypotheses – these are implied.
Analytic methods: Describe the statistical methods used to test your hypotheses (OLS or Logistic Regression).  Explain why you selected these tests based on the level of measurement of your dependent variable.
IV. Results (~ 2 pages) – Revise Paper Assignment 3 as needed

V. Discussion (1-2 pages) 
           
· Link the results to the literature reviewed earlier (compare and contrast your results to the results of the empirical studies in your literature review) 
· Are your research hypotheses supported? 
· What are the possible explanations for your findings? Are there alternative explanations? 
· What are the implications of your findings for social work practice/policy? 
· Discuss the limitations of your study (for example, you may want to indicate if key variables that others have used were not available in these data). 
· Make specific suggestions for further research. 
VI. 	Conclusion (~ 1/2 page) 
            The final section summarizes the study and repeats the major conclusions of the study. 
VII. References 
· Use APA style. 
· Include full references for all articles and books discussed in the text.

Please include your paper and PDF of your SPSS computer output showing the results of your analyses.
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