 

Esem Sec 31: Human and Post-Human 
Department of English 
Fall 2022

Meeting days and time: T, TH 11:25 – 12:45 
Location: Old Library, Room 116
Instructor: Stephanie Harper (she/her)
Email: Sharper1@brynmawr.edu
Office: English House, 001
Office Hours: 10:15 – 11:15 T, TH and by Appt.

University Course Description
What is it to be human? Beginning with Ursula Le Guin’s premise that Science Fiction is not predictive, but descriptive, that Science Fiction teaches us about ourselves rather than about the future, this seminar will explore the moral complexity of varied lived experience and trouble our conceptions of what it is to be human. Reading excerpts from Margaret Lucas Cavendish’s 17th century “Blazing World” and short fictional works, including Ursula Le Guin’s “Nine Lives,” Ted Chiang’s “Exhalation,” Octavia Butler’s “Blood Child,” and Nalo Hopkinson’s “Message in a Bottle,” we will test the boundaries of what distinguishes humans from animals, clones, aliens, or artificial intelligence. In our discussions, we will explore how fictional representations of other forms of conscious life, natural or artificial, reflect and/or critique the society they were written in. As the answer to “what is it to be human?” is so crucial to our social structure, our readings will not be limited to fiction and will also include a few select excerpts from critical theorists that can be used as lenses for the writing developed over the course of the semester. Writing will begin with informal responses to the literature, films, and works of art we examine closely in our discussions. As writing is a recursive journey, the informal responses will be developed over the course of the semester into a smaller number of polished essays.

Course Goals
1. To teach critical thinking about broad intellectual questions within and/or across disciplines through close reading, re-reading, and interpretation of substantial written, visual and material texts. 

2. To give students instruction and practice in writing as a flexible tool of inquiry and interpretation; and to introduce students to college-level writing, moving them beyond the formulaic writing they learn in high school.  To teach them 

· to respond thoughtfully in writing to course texts 
· to construct clear, convincing written arguments based on non-obvious claims
· to develop these arguments through reasoning and evidence
· to communicate in clear, readable prose

3. To make students conscious of writing as a process: to help them develop effective writing habits; to teach them to assess strengths and weaknesses of their writing in draft stage; to guide them to rethink and revise as a result of faculty and peer feedback; and to teach them copy-edit carefully.

4. To teach students to use written and visual sources fairly and effectively; to teach the logic and practice of citation and documentation; and to ensure that students understand how to avoid misusing sources.

5. To model effective discussion strategies and to create a dynamic learning community, teaching students to participate effectively in small-group conversation.

Diversity and Inclusion
I seek to maintain a welcoming, inclusive environment in the class where we respect difference in race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, social class, physical ability or attributes, religious or ethical values system, national origin, and political beliefs. Please feel free to let me know what name you want to be called and what pronouns you use.

At its best, the study of literature should foster greater curiosity and empathy toward others. This classroom should be a safe space for a diversity of voices and perspectives, and the course aims to address the distinctive learning needs of all students.
Respect for others is imperative. This class asks you to challenge and discuss your current thinking with others. You will participate respectfully in these discussions, whether written, spoken, or submitted online. Disparaging or disrespectful comments or behavior directed at another’s gender, race, sexual orientation, religious beliefs, class, identity, etc. are unacceptable. If you have questions or concerns about the class and environment, please speak with me.
Required Course Readings 
Available Online:
Writing with Sources, by Gordon Harvey. 
 https://tripod.brynmawr.edu/permalink/01TRI_INST/1ijd0uu/alma991019075994304921

Purchase or Rent:
Shelley, Mary. Frankenstein 1818

– See weekly schedule for a more complete list. .pdfs and links to access will be provided for many of the short works.





Course Assignments
Journals 5%
· Free Writing Done in Class
· In-Class Responses to Prompts
· Any Writing you do to work through issues with your writing over the course of the semester
Weekly Informal Responses 20%
· Must be at least 1 full page but no more than 2 full pages.
· MLA Formatting
· Must have a 1-2 sentences thesis
· Should be a copyedited revision and minor expansion of an in-class journal entry
· Must use a formal tone 
· Must have a Works Cited Page (Does not count as part of the page count)
· Must cite the primary text but should have only your thoughts, no other sources.
· Due weekly on Moodle- Sundays at Midnight
· Will drop 2 lowest grades 

Formal Papers 55%

#1 Close Reading Paper 3-4 Pages 15%
Examining a portion of a primary text closely. Requires only 1 source- the primary text

#2 Lens Paper 4-5 Pages 20%
Viewing and interpreting a primary source through the lens of one of the theorists discussed in the course. Requires only 2 sources- 1 primary and 1 critical.

#3 Synthesis Paper 4-5 Pages 20%
Combining two or more sources (provided in class) to come up with a way of viewing and interpreting a primary source. Require 3 sources- the primary text and 2 other sources from class


All formal papers will involve:
· Rough Draft for Conference Review 
· Peer Review
· Final Paper
· Paper Requirements:
· A clear thesis
· Fully developed paragraphs with evidence
· MLA Formatting
· Works Cited Page

	

Conferences and Participation 10%
You are required to meet with me for 20 minutes 4 times this semester. 
There will be a sign-up sheet. You will keep the same time for all 4 conferences. We will use this time to review rough drafts in preparation for the final drafts of your papers. You are required to bring your rough draft to the conference with a sense of what areas you most want to focus on. These conferences serve as a substantial element of the course, as a tutorial, and as a substantial element of the revision process.

Our class meetings are discussion based. Speaking and contributing to the discussion is part of the course.

Team Class Presentation 10%
· Includes:
· Group presentation on the readings where each student presents for 5 minutes 
· Group then leads the class discussion.
· Due via sign up dates throughout the semester


Grading Scale
Grades will be given according to the Bryn Mawr point scale: 4.0, 3.7, 3.3, 3.0, 2.7, 2.3, 2.0, 1.7, 1.3, 1.0, 0.7, 0.3, 0.0.
Technology Usage 
This course requires you to have access to the Internet, a word processor, a printer, and digital tools, including Moodle.
Not having access to a computer is not an excuse for incomplete assignments or lack of preparation for class. Your instructor is not responsible for technical difficulties and will not excuse assignments submitted late, incorrectly, or incomplete due to these difficulties.
You should check your Bryn Mawr email account and this course’s Moodle page for updates every 24 hours. If you use an email address other than your Bryn Mawr address, you should forward your Bryn Mawr email to your regular email address so that you do not miss any announcements. (Mail forwarding sometimes delays messages; technical difficulties are not an excuse for missed notifications or updates.)
Attendance and Participation 
Attendance is essential to a productive academic experience for both you and your classmates. Students are free to miss up to 3 class meetings in the semester without an impact on their grades. However, starting with the fourth, each subsequent absence will reduce your participation grade. 7 or more absences will result in a failing grade for the course. 
Conference attendance is mandatory, and not showing up for a conference will count as an unexcused absence.

This course is primarily discussion-based. Class participation is particularly an essential aspect of the class. Please come to each class on time, having completed any reading and/or writing
exercise that is assigned for the day, and ready to participate fully in class discussions and
activities. If there is a reading assigned for a class, please bring a copy of the reading, with
prepared notes, questions, and comments, and be ready to share your ideas with others. To be
prepared for class, you should feel comfortable with the assigned reading and be able to discuss
its merits and drawbacks, i.e. have a firm grasp of what and where the author’s thesis is, know
the basic outline of the piece’s argument, have assessed the strengths and weaknesses of the
evidence and analysis brought to bear, and come with questions, concerns, or uncertainties.
Students who repeatedly come to class unprepared to participate will be marked absent.
Technology in the Classroom
As we will be having discussions and writing in journals, there will be no need to use your phone or computer in class unless I specify that it is okay. Students who are repeatedly more engaged with their technology than the class discussion will be marked absent.
The Writing Center
The Writing Center is a valuable resource and offers individual, peer conferences on papers. It’s located on the first floor of Canaday Library, and appointments are available M-Th, 2-6 p.m. and 7-10 p.m., Fridays 2-6 p.m., and Sundays 2-8 p.m. Learn more about the Writing Center at www.brynmawr.edu/writingcenter and click “Make an Appointment” to schedule.
Access and Accommodations
“Bryn Mawr College is committed to providing equal access to students with a documented disability. Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must first register with Access Services. Students can call 610-526-7516 to make an appointment with the Access Services Director, Deb Alder, or email her at dalder@brynmawr.edu to begin this confidential process. Once registered, students should schedule an appointment with the professor as early in the semester as possible to share the verification form and make appropriate arrangements.  Please note that accommodations are not retroactive and require advance notice to implement. More information can be obtained at the Access Services website. (http://www.brynmawr.edu/access-services/)”
Bryn Mawr’s Title IX Policy
“Bryn Mawr/Haverford College is committed to fostering a safe and inclusive living and learning environment where all can feel secure and free from harassment. All forms of sexual misconduct, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic violence, and dating violence are violations of Bryn Mawr/Haverford’s policies, whether they occur on or off campus. Bryn Mawr/Haverford faculty are committed to helping to create a safe learning environment for all students and for the College community as a whole. If you have experienced any form of gender or sex-based discrimination, harassment, or violence, know that help and support are available. Staff members are trained to support students in navigating campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing accommodations, and more.  
The College strongly encourages all students to report any incidents of sexual misconduct. Please be aware that all Bryn Mawr/Haverford employees (other than those designated as confidential resources such as counselors, clergy, and healthcare providers) are required to report information about such discrimination and harassment to the Bi-College Title IX Coordinator.   Information about the College’s Sexual Misconduct policy, reporting options, and a list of campus and local resources can be found on the College’s website:  Bryn Mawr Sexual Misconduct Policy 
Plagiarism 
This course will help you understand how to use sources fairly; and cite and document properly.  Failing to credit a source (written, visual, electronic, etc.) that you quote or paraphrase – even course texts -- constitutes plagiarism, a serious academic offense and an honor code violation.  If ever in doubt about whether you are using a source fairly, please ask me.  All Bryn Mawr professors will be happy to explain citation practices in their classes as well. 
Course Schedule
Note* Some readings may be subject to change over the course of the semester
All readings that are due must be completed prior to the class they are due for.

Week 1 
Tuesday, August 30th
Introduction
In-Class Reading:
Preface to Left Hand of Darkness

Thursday, September 1st
Reading due:
Chapter 1 (p. 1-16) & Chapter 3 (p. 36-55) of Writing with Sources.
Hayles, N. Katherine. "How we became posthuman: Virtual bodies in cybernetics, literature, and informatics." (2000) Prologue only (4 pages) xi- xiv

Week 2 
September 6th 
Reading Due:
Cavendish Excerpt “Blazing World” (1666)

September 8th 
Readings Due: 
Darwin Excerpt “Origin of Species” (1859)
Browning “Caliban upon Setebos” (1864)

Writing Due:
Informal Paper 1 Sunday at midnight in Moodle


Week 3
September 13th 
Reading Due:
Frankenstein


September 15th
Reading Due:
Frankenstein

Writing Due:
Informal Paper 2 Sunday at midnight in Moodle

Week 4 
Conference Week 1: Rough Draft of Close Reading 

September 20th 
Reading Due:
Frankenstein

September 22nd
Reading Due:
Frankenstein

Writing Due:
Informal Paper 2 Sunday at midnight in Moodle

Week 5
September 27th
Reading Due:
Frankenstein

September 29th 
In-Class Peer Review on Close Reading paper
Reading Due:
Frankenstein


Writing Due:
Informal Paper 3 Sunday at midnight in Moodle
Close Reading 3–4-page final draft due Sunday at midnight in Moodle

Week 6
October 4th 
Reading Due:
Goss, Theodora, and John Paul Riquelme. "From superhuman to posthuman: the gothic technological imaginary in Mary Shelley's frankenstein and Octavia Butler's xenogenesis." MFS Modern Fiction Studies 53.3 (2007): 434-459. 
Frankenstein- Finish

October 6th 
Integrating sources workshop
Reading Due:
Frankenstein- Finish
Chapter 2 (p. 17-35) of Writing with Sources.

Writing Due:
Informal Paper 4 (integrating a source) Sunday at midnight in Moodle


Week 7-Fall Break. 
October 11th-No Class!
October 13th-No Class!

Week 8
October 18th 
Reading Due:
Donna Haraway “Cyborg Manifesto” Excerpt 

October 20th
Reading Due:
Ursula Le Guin “Nine Lives”
Olsen, Ida Marie. "Do androids have nightmares about electric sheep? Science fiction portrayals of trauma manifestations in the posthuman subject in Frankenstein,'Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?', and ‘Nine Lives’." New Horizons in English Studies 3.1 (2018): 100-111.
Writing Due:
Informal Paper 5 Sunday at midnight in Moodle


Week 9
2nd Conference Week: Assessing our Writing 
October 25th 
Reading Due:
Mori’s Uncanny Valley, Sophia, Sun Yuan and Peng Yu: Can’t Help Myself

Reading Due:
October 27th Nalo Hopkinson “Message in a Bottle” 
Hayles, N. Katherine. "How we became posthuman: Virtual bodies in cybernetics, literature, and informatics." (2000). Ch. 1. Toward Embodied Virtuality pp. 1-24
Writing Due:
Informal Paper 6 Sunday at midnight in Moodle

Week 10
November 1st 
Reading Due:
Ferrando, Francesca. "A feminist genealogy of posthuman aesthetics in the visual arts." Palgrave Communications 2.1 (2016): 1-12.
Art (Slide Presentation Forthcoming)
 

November 3rd 
Reading Due:
Ted Chiang “Exhalation”
Hayles, N. Katherine. "How we became posthuman: Virtual bodies in cybernetics, literature, and informatics." (2000). Ch. 2 Virtual Bodies and Flickering Signifiers pp. 25-49
In-class Peer Review & Paper Workshopping  Essay #2 Lens Paper

Writing Due:
Informal Paper 7 Sunday at midnight in Moodle

Week 11- Movie Week 
3rd Conference Week: Synthesis Rough Draft Review
November 8th Watching “Ex Machina” in class
November 10th Watching “Ex Machina” in class

Writing Due:
Informal Paper 8 Sunday at midnight in Moodle
Essay #2 Paper 4-5 page final draft Sunday at midnight in Moodle


Week 12
November 15th 
Ex Machina Discussion

November 17th 
Reading Due:
Butler “Blood Child”


Writing Due:
Informal Paper 9 Sunday at midnight in Moodle


Week 13
November 22nd
Reading Due:
Ted Chiang “The Life Cycle of Software Objects” (1st ½ ... pp. 62-pp. 117 “…”)

November 24th – Thanksgiving. No Class!

Writing Due:
Informal Paper 10 Sunday at midnight in Moodle



Week 14
4th Conference Week: Essay #3 Synthesis Paper Rough Draft Review
November 29th 
Reading Due:
Ted Chiang “The Life Cycle of Software Objects” (2nd ½ ... pp.117to the end)

December 1st
Rather than a reading you will create a work of AI Generated Art to discuss
Discussion Computer generated art
In-class Peer Review Essay #3

Writing Due:
Informal Paper 11 Sunday at midnight in Moodle


Week 15- Review Week. Final Revisions.
December 6th: Workshop
December 8th: Polished Essay #3 Synthesis paper due

Final Exams: December 11th-December 17th. No Exam in ESem










