Midterm study guide 2022
The purpose of this study guide is to focus your attention on the major concepts that you should know for this class. 

· Anthropology and its four main fields
· Scientific method, scientific theories, etc.

· Charles Darwin 

· Evolution and the mechanisms by which it occurs

· mutation

· genetic drift

· gene flow

· natural selection

· Species concepts

· Reconstructing evolutionary relationships (e.g. homology, homoplasy, cladistics, phylogenetic analysis)

· Models of evolution (i.e., punctuated equilibrium and gradual evolution)

· Modern human variation

· Concept of race – historical vs. current scientific views on race

· Bergman’s and Allen’s rules

· Evolutionary reasons for skin color variation

· Patterning of genetic variation within/between populations

· Clines

· Primates

· Primate classification system (including humans)

· Characteristics of primates and major primate groups (including humans)

· Primate social organization and behavior

· Primate reproductive strategies (males and females)
· Archaeology

· Dating methods – relative vs. chronometric/absolute dating, cross-dating, faunal correlation, potassium/argon, radiocarbon dating, etc.
· Archaeological methods

· Archaeological evidence & types of material culture

· East African Rift Valley sites and their significance.

· Traits that define hominins as a group

· Adaptations for bipedalism and the fossil hominin evidence for it

· Differences between South African and East African sites (Rift valley sites vs. limestone caves)

· Major traits that define the different fossil hominin groups, as well as their geological age and geographic area (i.e. South Africa vs. East Africa). 
· Stem hominins: Sahelanthropus, Ardipithecus kadabba, Orrorin, Ardipithecus ramidus
· Selected species in Australopithecus: Au. anamensis, Au. afarensis, Au. africanus, Au. sediba
· Paranthropus species

· Early Homo: H. habilis, H. rudolfensis
· Details about hominin stone tool use (how we recognize them, what it means for hominin behavior – to be covered the week after Fall break)
