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”,

during the Depression.

Out of work laborers,
put to work by the
WPA program during
the Great Depression
of the 1930s
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Geoarchaeologist, Dr. Julie Stein,
studying stratigraphy of a Green River
Shell midden-mound
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Late Archaic South Atlantic Coast (US) Shell Rings
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THE ARCHAEO-ETHNOLOGY OF HUNTER-GATHERERS OR THE
TYRANNY OF THE ETHNOGRAPHIC RECORD IN ARCHAEOLOGY

H. MARTIN WOBST

The “Tyranny” of the Ethnographic Record
What are we not seeing amongst recent H-Gs?

Holocene era (Late
Archaic) Poverty Point
site, Louisiana, USA
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Mound A: 70 feet tall; 240,000 m? of fill.

Second largest mound ever built north of central Mexico - and
those were by intensive agriculturalists living within expansive
political States & Empires!
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Grad Student
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(]
Mound A, Poverty Point
Evidence suggests that the final mound was
built in a single season of one year
Anthropological Archaeologists from Washington University-St. Louis
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Gathering at Poverty Point

copper
(Great Lakes)

C

Exotic artifacts from
across the Eastern

Woodlands have been

found at Poverty Point
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Calusa “chiefdoms,”
16t century AD, southwest
Florida - fisher-foragers

Artist's conception of the Calusa encounter with Ponce de Ledn in 1513. (Art by Merald Clark.)
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Calusa “chiefdoms,”
16t century AD,
southwest

Florida -
fisher-foragers

(Art by Merald Clark.)

Artist's conception of the Calusa king's house in 1566 (Art by Merald Clark.)
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Northwest Pacific
Coast, British
Columbia,
Canada

Watercolor of “Potlatch”
Competitive feasts, by First
Nations member Gordon Miller

3 ,7 1878 photograph of houses, totems,
canoes




The Neolithic Transition in the Near East:

From foraging to
domestication and
farming

The “Fertile Crescent”
in the Near East
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Food resources (main Near Eastern founder crops):
Cereals (annual grasses cultivated for grains)
Emmer Wheat Einkorn Wheat
Triticum turgidum Triticum monococcum
——
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Food resources (main Near Eastern founder crops):

Cereals (annual grasses cultivated for grains)

Barley Rye
Hordeum vulgare Secale cereale
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Food resources (main Near Eastern founder crops):

Pulses (annual legumes cultivated for seeds)

N Pea . LeT;’Fﬂ . Chickpea
isum satioum ens culinaris Cicer sp.
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Near Eastern Food/product resources:

Animals
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Natufian: Ain Mallaha archaeological site

22
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Natufian: Ain Mallaha
One of the earliest villages in the world !

¢ Round houses, with
stone foundations

¢ Formal hearths

* up to 200-300 residents
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Natufian: Ain Mallaha
One of the earliest villages in the world !

Burials placed in floors of houses

Appearance of collective burials

(growth of corporate social groups?
expression of new forms of
“community” membership?)
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Figure 6. Natulian lithic, bone, and ground stone assemblage: 1, Helwan lunate; 2, lunate; 3,
triangle: 4 and 5, microburins (products of a special snapping technique): 6. tuncated
bladelet: 7. borer; 8, burin; 9, Hehwansickle blade; 10, abruptly retouched sickle blade: 11. pick
12 and 13, bone points; 14, decorated broken sickle haft; 15-19, bone pendants; 20, deco

rated bonespatula: 21. pestle: 22, mortar: 23, deep mortar made of basalt: 24, Harf point. Note
that the ground stone tools have different scakes than do the fithics and bone obiects.
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Natufian->Neolithic: Tell Abu Hureyra archaeological site

26
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Natufian->Neolithic: Tell Abu Hureyra

Stratified tell: mound composed on
mud bricks and refuse, accumulating
over generations as buildings are
built, demolished, rebuilt, etc., thus
mounding up over centuries and
millenia
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Stratified tells, and tell excavations: Note - these pics are not of Abu Hureyra

Tell Nebi Mend, Syria
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Natufian->Neolithic: Abu Hureyra
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Fig. 2 The Oxford AMS and British Museum conventional “C dates for Abu Hureyra, Note that the hiatus betweg 11,500
Hureyra 1 and 2 was of beief duration. See alsa Table 1 for a list of the dates. _—

Fig. 3. The sequence of occupation at Abu Hureyra and the charscteristics of the successive periods

Gathering & possibly cultivation of “wild”
plants, hunting of wild animals like gazelle

30
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Natufian—>Neolithic: Abu Hureyra
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Fig. 2 The Oxford AMS and British Museum conventional “C dates for Abu Hureyra, Note that the hiatus betweg
Hureyra 1 and 2 was of beief duration. See alsa Table 1 for a list of the dates. e

Fig. 3. The sequence of occupation at Abu Hikeyra and the charscteristics of the successive periods

Farming of domesticated plants,

Gathering & possibly cultivation of “wild” later herding of sheep & goats,
plants, hunting of wild animals like gazelle then pigs and cattle
31

Abu Hureyra 1 (early - Natufian)

¢ Circular huts, like Ain Mallaha

* Small village, 100-200 people

» 1,500 year occupation - very long for Natufian village

* Mainly hunting and gathering of wild plants & animals

32
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Abu Hureyra 2 (late - start of Holocene/Neolithic)

* Shift from circular to rectangular houses (also seen at other contemporary sites)
which could be easily expanded and enlarged (curiously, this pattern is usually
seen all over the world when farming villages develop)
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Abu Hureyra 2 (Neolithic)

* Abu Hureyra 2a: 8 hecares
* Abu Hureyra 2b: 15.5 hectares, estimated 4,000-6,000 residents
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