ADVISING: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
ORIENTATION 2020
This year Faculty will meet with their advisees via Zoom on Wednesday, August 26, 2020 from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Please send your advisees your Zoom link in advance of the meeting.

Zoom Group Discussions.  Faculty will facilitate discussion with students, having the students introduce themselves including their preferred name and the pronouns they use, and ask students to share briefly what draws them to social work.  Faculty can share with the students what drew them to this field, what they enjoy teaching/will teach in the fall, and research interests.  

This is an opportunity for you to talk to the students about GSSWSR, who to contact (see 
Who to Contact” section below), and general classroom expectations (attendance/reading/participation/timely completion of assignments/requesting extensions/professional behavior, and mutual respect/how to handle differences of opinion, etc.). Please allow time for questions and conversation. 

FAQ:

· When will classes begin?
Fall semester classes begin on Tuesday, September 8th and end the week of December 7th.  For students taking Saturday classes, the last class will meet on December 12th. There will be no fall break this year. Exam week begins on December 14th.  The Academic Calendar is posted on our website (https://www.brynmawr.edu/socialwork/current-students/calendars).

· Where to find:
a. Faculty offices (2nd floor).
b. Administrative Offices (1st floor).
c. Restrooms (on every floor).  All gender restrooms are located on the 1st floor in the gym, on the 1st floor near the Dean’s Administrative Office, and on the lower level.
d. Office of Financial Aid - main campus, Benham Gateway Building – contact by email (finaid@brynmawr.edu). Some questions may be answered by visiting their website (https://www.brynmawr.edu/financial-aid/graduate-students).
e. Office of Student Accounts - main campus, Cartref Building – by appointment only. (https://www.brynmawr.edu/studentaccounts). 
f. OneCard office - main campus, Cartref Building – by appointment only. (https://www.brynmawr.edu/onecard/). 
g. Campus Safety/Parking Stickers - main campus, John Mahoney Building.  Apply for parking sticker online (https://www.brynmawr.edu/safety/parking/commuter-student-parking-application).  In the Department Contact field, type in GSSWSR or Social Work.
h. For a campus map with building names go to (https://www.brynmawr.edu/campus/map-and-building-guide).

· Who should I contact about …?
Please Note: Due to Covid19 distancing requirements, in-person meetings are by appointment only.  Please request an appointment by email.  The email addresses for faculty and staff are available in the BMC directory (http://bascom.brynmawr.edu/find/facultystaff/)
a. Add/drop requests, scheduling questions, general questions – Antoinette Harrison (1st floor, room 104, aharriso01@brynmawr.edu)
b. Field Education questions – Beth Lewis (1st floor, room 103, blewis1@brynmawr.edu) or Nancy Morrow (1st floor, room 108, nmorrow@brynmawr.edu)
c. “Sonia” and other technology – Susannah Sinclair (1st floor, room 106A, smsinclair@brynmawr.edu)
d. Student services/organizations – Carolyn Solo (1st floor, room 106, cshank@brynmawr.edu)
e. Writing support, career services – Sarah Slates (lower level – G9, sslates@brynmawr.edu) 
f. Licensing exams, Professional Develop (ProDev), Home School Visitor (HSV) Certificate Program – Peggy Robinson (1st floor, room 110B, probinson@brynmawr.edu).  
g. Issues with faculty/staff/students – Dean Janet Shapiro (1st floor, room 101, jshapiro@brynmawr.edu).
h. Appointments with the Dean – Sue Edgerton (1st floor, room 102A, sedgerton@brynmawr.edu).
i. Lost items – Dean’s Administrative Suite (1st floor, room 102).

· What is the role of my Advisor and when should I meet with my Advisor?
a. Academic advisors assist in course planning and discuss with students during consultation a plan for tracking progress using the Requirements Checklist (posted on our website: https://www.brynmawr.edu/socialwork/current-students/academic-information). The Plans of Study for each Program (Part Time/Full Time/Advanced Standing) are posted on Moodle (https://moodle.brynmawr.edu/course/view.php?id=686) under Topic 1.
b. Advisors discuss with students any academic barriers, and refer students to support services, if needed.
c. Advisors discuss requests for Leave of Absence, Withdrawal, and other academic issues.
d. Incoming MSS students are expected to meet with their advisor during the first part of their first semester at the GSSWSR. During the mid-semester required advising period, all students are expected to meet with their advisor to discuss preliminary career goals, future courses, a tentative plan of study, and performance in class and field.
e. Required advising for all students before registration: 10/26 – 11/6 for spring registration; and 3/15 – 3/22 for summer and fall registration.

*	  *	*

NOTE TO FACULTY re: Spring and Summer registration – Students are automatically enrolled in continuing courses (Foundation Practice II, Field II, RIP II, Assessment/Psychopathology or Community Assessment, Clinical Practice II or CPPA II, Field IV).

Because space is limited in required courses, section changes will only be considered under extenuating circumstances.  Students should use an Add/Drop form (posted on our website) to request changes.  Requests will be considered during the winter break and must be approved by Dean Shapiro.

All first-year students are required to take B595 – Power, Privilege and Oppression in the spring semester.  Part-time students will register for a section of PPO during spring registration. Full-time students may opt to take PPO in the summer; however, part-time students do not take summer classes in their first year so that is not an option for them.

All students enrolled in Foundation Practice I in the fall semester will need to register for a section of the Ethics Seminar held during the winter break (most likely by Zoom this AY).
 
Students in their concentration year (including Advanced Standing students) may register for electives during spring registration. Three electives are required for all students to graduate.

*	*	*

· Are there any important deadlines/dates for the upcoming academic year?
a. Add/Drop deadline is Friday, September 18th – forms are available on our website (https://www.brynmawr.edu/socialwork/current-students/academic-information).  Email completed forms to socialwork@brynmawr.edu, or to Antoinette Harrison, Assistant Dean for Administration, at aharriso01@brynmawr.edu.
b. Waiver Exams for Fall classes closed on August 14; The Waiver Exam for Research Informed Practice II (a semester II course) will be open October 26 – November 6. Information will be emailed from the Dean’s Office in early October.
c. Prep for Social Work Practice session (for students in field placements), Thursday, August 27, 2020.
d. Prep for Research (for all students enrolled in RIP I), Friday, August 28, 2020.
e. Prep for Tech, Friday, September 4, 2020.
f. Graduate and Professional School Program (GPS Transition Program), Saturday, August 29, 2020 and Saturday, September 5, 2020.
g. Please refer to the Academic Calendar posted on our website for other important dates (https://www.brynmawr.edu/socialwork/current-students-0.



· What should I do if I am having problems in class?
a. Instructors are available and want to meet with students to discuss concerns or difficulties they may be having in class – do not wait until late in the semester.  Due to Covid19 distance requirements, in-person office hours will be held at the discretion of faculty, and by appointment only.
b. If a student is uncomfortable speaking with the instructor, or if after speaking with the instructor the situation has not changed, they should speak with their Academic Advisor, or the Assistant Dean for Administration, Antoinette Harrison.

· What resources are available to assist students?
a. Writing Lab – Sarah Slates.
b. GSSWSR Handbook and Catalog – posted on our website (https://www.brynmawr.edu/socialwork/current-students-0).
c. Counseling Services – BMC Health Center (610-526-7360).
d. Connect group and facilitator.
e. Alumni mentors (contact Dean Shapiro)
