Elective Courses 2023-2024
We are happy to welcome two interim faculty into the department for the 2023-2024 year, Colin McLaughlin-Alcock, a cultural anthropologist, and Justin Reamer, an anthropological archaeologist, to help expand our elective offerings for the year.

*New Fall 2023 offerings that weren’t in Bionic yet during April 2023 preregistration

Fall 2023
Anth B223 The Global Middle East*  Prof. C. McLaughlin-Alcock. Wed 1:10-3:30 [counts for ethnographic area requirement- see description below]
Anth B204 North American Archaeology* Prof. J. Reamer.  Tues-Thurs 11:25-12:45
Anth B254 Anthropology and Social Science Research Methods. Prof. M. Pashigian. Mon 
12:10-2:00
Anth B294 Culture, Power, Politics.  Prof. S. Fioratta. Tues-Thurs 9:55-11:15
Anth B317 Disease and Human Evolution.  Prof. M. Seselj. Thurs 1:10-3:30
Anth B357 Narratives of Illness, Healing, and Medicine. Prof. M. Pashigian.  Fri 1:10-3:30


Spring 2024
Anth B214 Becoming UnFree: Arch. of Freedom’s Ontological Status. Prof. C. Barrier Mon-Wed 10:10-11:30
Anth B218 Activist Imaginaries. Prof. C. McLaughlin-Alcock. Tues-Thurs 12:55-2:15
Anth B232 Human Diet and Nutrition. Prof. J. Reamer. Tues-Thurs 9:55-11:15
Anth B246 Field Research in Linguistic Anth. Prof. A. Weidman Tues-Thurs 11:25-12:45
Anth B329 Belonging and Exclusion in the New India. Prof. A. Weidman Mon 12:10-2:00 [counts for ethnographic area requirement]
Anth 355 Archaeology of Landscapes. Prof. J. Reamer. Tues 1:10-3:30
Anth B356 Politics of Public Art. Prof. C. McLaughlin-Alcock. Wed 1:10-3:30


The Global Middle East: Colonialism, Oil, and the War on Terror
Instructor: Colin McLaughlin-Alcock

When scholars talk about the “Global Middle East,” they often refer exclusively to migration, and trace how diasporic groups, mostly of Arab or Persian descent, maintain practical and cultural connections to their Middle Eastern roots. In this course we will take a decidedly different approach, examining how European and American interventions in the Middle East (through colonialism, oil extraction, international aid, and the war on terror) have shaped the modern globe. In particular we will explore how the economy, culture, identity, and social organization of contemporary life in Europe and the U.S. builds off of, and is dependent upon, this history of intervention. In this way, we will explore how our lives in The United States are more closely integrated into the social life of the Middle East than is often assumed. We will conclude with an examination of global solidarity movements, with a particular focus on Black American activists’ solidarity work in the Arab world, to ask how this global interconnection makes the Middle East an important site for building and imagining a more just world. 






