Research Group Experimental Design Activity

For each of the research questions below, describe a research design that could be used to help answer the question.  There is not one right answer, this is an exercise to help you become familiar with how we can differently conceptualize research designs.
Designs we discussed
· Experimental Designs: Pre-test-posttest control group design / Posttest-only control group design
· Quasi-Experimental Designs: Non-equivalent comparison group design / Time series design
· Non-Experimental Designs: One-group pretest-posttest design / Post-test only

Example: Does a college mentorship program increase rates of completing a 4-year degree for first generation college students?
I could use a non-experimental one-group pre-test/post-test design where I collect college completion rates for first-gen students the year before the program is implemented and then start the mentorship program and collect college completion rates following the implementation of the program.  I can compare the pre-intervention and post-intervention rates to see if there is an increase in college completion rates.


1. Does offering counseling for partners with a baby in the NICU improve relationship health for the couple?


2. Is Comprehensive Sex Education more effective in reducing teen pregnancy rates than existing education models?


3. Does the Host Home model provide better psychological outcomes compared to traditional shelters for LGBT* youth experiencing homelessness?


4. Does having a school social worker on staff help improve high school graduation rates?

