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Part 1:
Listed below are the initial responses to the question “What is art?” generated by 25 third graders in individual interviews.  These interviews were conducted prior to students attending weekly third-grade art classes early in the fall semester.  Thus, how students responded to this question is based, in part, on their previous experiences in second-grade art class, in regular classroom art activities, or elsewhere.  
The question was posed to students in the following way:
Pretend there is a creature named Zork from another planet.  He has been living with you and has become your friend.  He is very interested in everything you do here on Earth.  He is going to school with you next week for the first time.  He has never been to school.  He has never been to an art class.  In fact, he has never heard of the word “art,” and doesn’t even know what art is or means.  When you tell him that he will be going to art class with you next week, he asks, “What is art?”  How would you answer him?
Here are the responses:
1) Art is when you make and see beautiful pictures.
2) Art is something you can do, like painting.
3) Something that you make and have fun with.  It is something that you draw.
4) Art is something you learn.
5) Art is some pieces of things put together.
6) Art is drawing beautiful.  Nice designs, also.  Art is flowing.
7) Art is painting, coloring, and working with clay.
8) Art is fun and easy.  Sometimes you may get started up.
9) It is something you do and use, and make things.
10) Art is when you draw a picture.
11) Art is very good.
12) I would explain it to him.  I’d talk like him.
13) It is something you do for fun.
14) It’s a picture of things.  It is art.
15) It is a form of work.
16) Art is something that people make, like pictures or sculptures.
17) It’s something you make.
18) It’s something fun to make.
19) It is a picture.
20) It’s when you draw.
21) Art is a picture.
22) Art is wonderful.  You color and do fun things.
23) Art is making things.
24) Art is painting and drawing.
25) Art is when you draw and do fun things.
As a qualitative researcher, your task is to draw some conclusions about what art is to these third graders.  What themes or patterns can you see in their responses?  How could you categorize them? 
Working with a small group of others, code the responses according to the patterns, categories, or themes you see.  Be prepared to share your categories, provide a brief definition of each category and provide sample responses that, in your opinion, fit each of your groupings.
Also reflect on if there are any responses that seem to fall outside of logical system of categorization because they are so unlike the others?

Part 2:
Part of qualitative research is learning from each interview and having questions prepared to elicit further information.  After you are done part 1, which of the student responses seem to beg for further elaboration or require follow-up (probing) questions to understand what the students mean?  Select 2 or 3 of the responses and generate probing questions that you might ask for clarification or to elicit further detail.
