Specific Aims
Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a serious national problem and there is a great deal of literature that shows a definite correlation between childhood maltreatment and experiencing IPV as an adult.  IPV is defined as physical, sexual, or psychological harm by a current or former partner or spouse and has devastating long-term psychological, physical and social consequences on the victims (McMahon, 2016).  The Centers for Disease Control (2019) estimates that about 1 in 4 women and nearly 1 in 10 men have experienced IPV during their lifetime.  Childhood abuse and neglect (CAN) is defined as neglect as well as physical and sexual abuse in children under age 18.  The Children's Bureau of the Department of Health and Human Services (2017) reports that there are around 674,000 victims of child abuse and neglect annually in the United States with victims from multiple races and ethnicities. 
Childhood abuse and neglect (CAN) is an important variable to consider as it relates to health of adult relationships.  This study will look at the frequency of CAN a participant experienced and determine if there is a relationship with the likelihood of experiencing adult IPV.  In this study the independent variable is defined as the frequency of CAN and the dependent variable is defined as experiencing adult IPV.  
The Pennsylvania Department of Human Services (DHS) and Child Welfare Services receives reports from community members who suspect a child is experiencing abuse.  In this study, CAN will be measured through verified reports made through DHS Child Welfare Services in the state of Pennsylvania.   Participants in the study will answer questions from The Conflicts and Tactics Scale (CTS) to determine if they have experienced adult IPV.  The specific aim of this research project is to identify which populations are most vulnerable to experiencing IPV.  This knowledge could inform social workers in planning interventions best tailored to the needs of those most affected by this form of trauma.
