RIP II
Using Codebooks for the Research Project


· Dependent variable:
· I recommend that you choose one DV for your study- choosing two will significantly increase your workload for this project.
· Choose the DV from the most recent year of the codebook you use.
· You can choose either an I/R or an 0/1 (nominal) variable as your DV.
· If your DV is I/R, you will be running an OLS regression analysis.  If your DV is 0/1, you will be running a logistic regression analysis.  (This will make more sense when we get further into the semester.)
· If an option, use a “log” version of the variable for your DV- this will not be available for all variables.  If it exists, it will be listed directly below the variable in the codebook. The log variable addresses the effect of outliers.  

· Independent/control variables:
· You should choose 7-12 independent/control variables.  Of those, 1-2 will be your main independent variables.
· These variables should either be from the same year as your DV or from an earlier year.  It is preferred to have your independent/control variables earlier than your DV.
· For ease of interpretation later, do NOT use log versions of variables for independent/control variables.
· Independent/control variables can be I/R variables or 0/1(nominal) variables.
· When you use 0/1 variables in a set, you exclude one of the categories.
· For example, if you choose the health variables in the PSID, the categories are excellent, very good, good, fair, and poor.


Tips for all four datasets:
· Be careful about choosing variables that will make your sample too small- in each codebook the N tells you the total size of the sample for each variable.
· All are longitudinal, but each covers different years and is used for different kinds of research questions.  Be sure to use the variable names for the year you mean to use.
· In the PSID, the Adolescent Sample, and the Child Development Sample, if parents are married, the head of household is a male and the wife is female.  If you use any of the “wife” variables, your sample will only include married couple families, which will reduce your sample size.
· If unmarried, the head of household can be male or female, so the head of household variables, used without the wife variables, will include both men and women and more family types.
· These datasets are formatted to be read and analyzed by SPSS, and the computer assignments will help you navigate to the datasets.  The TAs can also help you with this.  SPSS and the datasets are available in all computer labs at Bryn Mawr, including all labs on main campus.  These codebooks are lists of the variables that can be found in each dataset.










Dataset Option Overview

Here is an overview of the data sets we’ll be using this semester. You will pick one (and only one) of these data sets for a paper project. The data sets cannot be combined – you are limited to the variables in each of the data sets. You will choose variables for predictors and a variable for an outcome (see paper project #1). Hopefully, you’ll find a data set that interests you.

Panel Study of Income Dynamics:
PSID, 1999-2019: This is a sample of adults with some retrospective information about childhood conditions, such as whether they felt lonely, were bullies or bullied, got along with their parents. These variables, which are shown near the beginning of the codebook, are good predictor variables. For outcomes, many students look at the whether the person felt sad/worthless/hopeless, etc. which are near the end of the codebook for 2019. There are also variables for average number of alcoholic drinks, # of days drinking more than 4/5 alcoholic drinks in the year, years of education, income, wealth, poverty, food security, and public assistance.

· Sample size from 11,000-17,000
· Dataset includes years: childhood retrospective data, 1999, and 2019 
· Pages 3-4 of the codebook has variables that can be used from all years of the dataset.
· Includes variables about health, mental health, income, wealth, poverty, welfare, work, expenses, smoking/drinking, and housing, among others.
· This is a good dataset to use if:
· You are interested in adults or if you want to select a subset of the sample (i.e. only women, only people living in poverty, only older adults)

Child/Adolescent sample:
Adolescent Sample, 1968-2019. This dataset looks at kids, ages 10-14, and then looked them again in adulthood. Predictors are given in the age 10-14 section, such as poverty and income, education of the parents, marital status of the parents and marital status of their parents at their birth. There are also retrospective variables about being bullied, feeling lonely, and closeness to their mothers and fathers. Outcomes are given at the end of the codebook including education, poverty, income, wealth, days with high levels of drinking alcohol, feeling sad/hopeless/worthless, psychological distress, health status, food security, and government assistance
· Sample size from 800-3900.  This is a sub-set to the PSID including survey data taken when children are 10-14 years ago and again later when they are adults/heads of household. 
· This dataset is useful for examining whether childhood characteristics or factors shape outcomes for adults.
· Do NOT use a subset of this dataset- your sample size will be too small!
· The DV must be a variable from the “Adult Outcomes, 1997-2019” section and the independent/control variables should be variables from when the sample members were 10-14 years old.
· This dataset includes variables about family, marriage, income, poverty, welfare, occupation, education, adult health, religion, and other factors.

Child Development Supplement Codebook:
Child Development Supplement, 1997-2017. Examines children, ages 0-12 in 1997 and their primary caregiver and follows the children through 2017. There are lots of possible predictors in the earlier years. In the later years, there are a lot of psychological assessment variables -- see the last few pages of the codebook. This is the most popular data set for students.
· Sample size from 1500-3500.   This is a supplement to the PSID that looks at children’s development over time.
· The dataset includes 1997, 2002, 2007 and 2005-2015, 2017.  Data were collected from a sample of children ages 0-12 in 1997, and again from the same sample in 2002 (children ages 5-17) and 2007 (ages 10-22), 2015 (17-31), and 2017.
· Do NOT use a subset of this dataset- your sample size will be too small!
· Some of the data in the sample is collected from children, and some from parents/caregivers- be sure to pay attention to which variables you are using.  
· Your dependent variable should come from the 2005-2015 or 2017 section; your independent/control variables must come from 1997 and/or 2002.
· The dataset has variables about income, wealth, welfare, parent health and education, child health and education, child and parent standardized tests on a number of topics, childhood characteristics such as disobedience and feelings, parent’s educational expectations, parent behaviors like drinking or smoking, child’s sexual activity, and others.

Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance System
Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, from the CDC, 2019: This is a data set with 418,000 observations. It includes a variable gender identification, including whether the person is transgender, and sexual orientation. It includes some retrospective variables including whether the person was sexually touched as a child or physically hurt by a parent. Also included are variables for drinking, smoking, pot use, mental health problems such as depression, difficulty concentrating, and whether the person is at high risk for HIV.
· This rather ominous sounding survey is part of a collaboration between the CDC and public health departments in all 50 states, DC, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
· All data in this dataset is from 2016.
· Sample sizes range significantly for different variables in the codebook- from as low as 29,000 to as high as nearly 500,000.  The sample includes data from adults- ages were reported in the sample between 21 and 90.  
· This dataset includes a number of variables related to racial, ethnic, sexual and gender identity, as well as income and employment status, and a number of variables related to physical and mental health.  
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