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Whenever you are reporting on the work of others, it is important that you be clear about who said what. It is essential that you avoid plagiarism: the theft of another's words and/or ideas, whether intentional or accidental and the presentation of those words and ideas as your own. 

Here are the main ground rules regarding plagiarism: 

You cannot use another writer's exact words without using quotation marks and giving a complete citation, which indicated the source of the quotation such that your reader could locate that quotation in its original context. As a rule of thumb, taking a passage of eight or more words without citation is a violation of federal copyright laws. 

It is not acceptable to edit or paraphrase another's words and present the revised version as your own work. 

Finally, it is not even acceptable to present another's ideas as your own- even if you use totally different words to express those ideas.
Please use the American Psychological Association (APA) style for referencing and citations within text.  You can find this in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 5th edition or online at: www.apastyle.org/elecref.html.

