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Think. Pair. 
Share.

• What is one of your favorite 
memories?



Neurodevelopmental 
Disorders

• ADHD

• Autism Spectrum Disorder



Neurodevelopmental 
Disorders

• ADHD
• Role of environment? 



Attention-
Deficit/Hyperactivity 
Disorder
• DSM Criteria (let’s look)

• Symptoms rooted in executive 
functioning

• Occurs in 5% of children

• Treatments
• Psychopharmacology
• Behavioral Interventions
• Family Supports





Outcomes of 
ADD/ADHD 
if left 
untreated

• Isolation from peers
• Difficulty making keeping friends
• Poor self esteem 
• Academic difficulties
• ~40% also L.D.
• “getting into trouble” possibly criminal 

behavior
• Risky behaviors/risk taking, drugs, etoh



Elements of 
Effective 
Schooling

School 
Climate very 

important

High 
expectations 

about 
appropriate 

behavior

Parents and 
teacher 

interaction

High 
academic 

achievement 
expected 
/assumed



Educational 
Self-fulfilling 
prophesies

Teacher expectations effects 
academic outcomes

Teachers’ beliefs about student 
capabilities effects outcomes



Autism 
Spectrum 
Disorder

• DSM Criteria (let’s look)

• Hallmarks are repetitive/stereotyped behaviors, social 
deficits

• Changes from DSM-IV

• Dropped subtypes and created one umbrella 
diagnosis

• Treatments
• Psychopharmacology for secondary symptoms
• School inclusion, modeling
• Behavioral interventions (ABA for language)
• Social skill training





Case 
Example: 

Sarah



Child-Onset 
Conduct 
Disorders/ODD

• Conduct Disorder
• DSM Criteria (let’s look)
• Treatment
• Behavioral interventions
• Play therapies

• Oppositional Defiant Disorder
• DSM Criteria (let’s look)
• Treatment;
• Behavioral interventions
• Play therapies

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyE0pcaN-_I



Adolescent 
Important 
areas of 
development

Physical

Cognitive (Piaget): formal operations

Social (Erikson): identity vs role confusion

Emotional

Moral (Kohlberg): may have reached the 
third stage (postconventional) 





Adolescent Substance Use

Overall Trends in Substance Use:
• Reported use of any illicit drug within the past year in 2022:
• 11% of eighth graders
• 21.5% of 10th graders
• 32.6% of 12th graders

• These levels remained stable or significantly below pre-
pandemic levels.

https://nida.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/2022/12/most-reported-substance-use-among-adolescents-held-steady-in-2022



Adolescent Substance Use

Specific Substance Use Rates:
• Nicotine vaping:
• Stable across all grades surveyed (12% of eighth graders, 20.5% of 

10th graders, 27.3% of 12th graders).
• Cannabis use:
• Stable across all grades surveyed (8.3% of eighth graders, 19.5% of 

10th graders, 30.7% of 12th graders).
• Vaping cannabis showed a slight increase among 10th graders 

compared to pre-pandemic levels.

https://nida.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/2022/12/most-reported-substance-use-among-adolescents-held-steady-in-2022



Adolescent Substance Use

Alcohol Use:
• Returned to pre-pandemic levels for 12th graders in 2022 (51.9% 

reported alcohol use in the past year).
Illicit Drug Use (Other than Marijuana):
• Stable across all grades surveyed:
• 4.9% of eighth graders
• 5.7% of 10th graders
• 8.0% of 12th graders

https://nida.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/2022/12/most-reported-substance-use-among-adolescents-held-steady-in-2022





Social Media Use



Small Group Reflection

• Assessing Risk vs. Benefits: How can we effectively assess the risks and benefits of social 
media use in adolescents through the lens of psychopathology? Of substance use/abuse? 
What assessment tools or methods might be valuable in this context? What questions 
are important to ask?

• Psychopathological Vulnerabilities: Considering the vulnerabilities of adolescents to 
psychopathological conditions, how does social media use potentially exacerbate or 
mitigate these conditions? What are some key psychopathological factors that could 
interact with social media use?

• Future Directions in Assessment: What are the gaps in current assessment tools and 
methods when it comes to understanding the intersection of social media and 
psychopathology in adolescents? How can advancements in assessment practices better 
address these gaps in the future?



Gender

Gender identity: 
conception of oneself 

as male, female, 
transgender, non-binary 

(+)

Gender role: 
expectation for 

masculine or feminine 
behaviors





Gender
Psychoanalytic view
Freud

Identification with parent

Become what parent is

Includes formation of the superego

Includes gender learning



Gender
Cognitive-Learning Theory
Bandura

•Child observes behavior of  parents 
and others
•Child symbolizes and remembers 
perceptions
•Concepts for masculine/feminine 
•Then selectively reinforced
• Shaped with social experience



Gender
Cognitive Theory
Piaget

•Child begins by forming gender 
identity 
•Labeling - the concept
•Behavior – what should be done
•Differential reinforcement by 
parent



Gender 
Dysphoria

• Do you agree with Dr. 
Drescher and his working 
group’s decision to retain 
gender dysphoria as a 
diagnosis in the DSM 
rather than removing it? 
• What are the 

implications for keeping 
it and what are the 
implications for removing 
it?



Letter accessible here
Transgender 
Identity 
development

https://www.boston.com/culture/parenting/2015/02/26/a-letter-to-my-son-jacob-on-his-5th-birthday/


For more 
information…



Growing up LGBT

• HRC’s report, Growing up LGBT in 
America, is a ground breaking survey of 
more than 10,000 LGBT-identified youth 
agest 13-17
• 925 youth reported transgendered or “I 

prefer to identify the gender myself”
• 1/3 then identified as trans with 2/3 as 

other



Support

• 29% of queer youth feel they 
do not have an adult they can 
talk to compared to 52% of 
non-queer youth
• 52% of queer youth reported 

substance use compared to 
22% of non-queer youth 



Top 3 Important problems

• Queer Youth
• 26% non-accepting family 

members
• 21% school/bullying problems
• 18% fear of being out or open

• Non-queer Youth
• 25% Classes/exams/grades
• 14% college/career
• 11% financial pressure related to 

job/college



Pro-social 
involvement

• Among GLBT youth, 28% reported attending religious 
service very often/sometimes compared to 58% non-
GLBT youth

• Less than 30% of GLBT youth report involvement in 
sports compared to 49% of non-GLBT youth

• Only 21% of GLBT youth say there is a place in their 
community that helps GLBT people



Questions?

Comments?


