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HOW TO USE MAWRTER CONNECT (FOR STUDENTS)

Mawrter Connect (mawrterconnect.brynmawr.edu) is an enhanced Bryn Mawr College professional and personal networking community. By engaging within Mawrter Connect, you can search for and directly contact alumnae/i, faculty and staff, and other friends of the College who have volunteered to talk to students.  Contact individuals in industries and locations of interest, gain insights from their experiences, and refine your communication and networking skills. 

The platform is mobile-friendly and there is no app to download. It only takes a few minutes to activate your account! You will be prompted to answer some questions about your background, including ones specific to identities and affiliations, with the main purpose of enabling connections. Mawrter Connect will suggest alums that match your selections during the sign-up process; you aren’t obligated to contact them, they are simply highlighted to encourage you to start connecting. You can easily find other alumnae/i using a range of filters, including:
· Help Topics: the kinds of help they are willing to offer (e.g., Job/Internship Search, Negotiation, Graduate and Professional School, Interviewing, and more)
· Industry Expertise
· Major
· Geographic Location
· Affiliations and Affinity Groups (i.e., “With which groups do you affiliate?”)
· Keyword search

Alumnae/i, faculty, staff and friends of the College are not able to search for you or see your information in Explore the Community; likewise, you cannot search for other students (though you can search for other students in Handshake). When you request a meeting with someone, your profile becomes visible to them.  You have control over the visibility of some parts of your profile by going to My Profile and scrolling to the Mawrter Connect: Additional Information section.

How to Find and Contact Alumnae/i in Mawrter Connect
1. After logging in, click Explore the Community – here you will find all searchable alums
0. Use the Card View to see individual alum tiles, grouped by the types of help they are willing to provide
0. Use the Map View for a world map of alums; click on any pinpoint to see who is in that location
1. Use the filters to help narrow your search (e.g., Major, Location, Industry Expertise, and More Filters)
1. After entering filter values, click Apply to review those who match your search criteria
1. Click on an individual’s profile to get detailed information about their background and experiences
1. Click on the “Message” button on an individual’s profile to send a message or request a meeting. There are three email templates you may customize, or you can write the entire message on your own!
4. Meetings can be arranged via telephone, video, or in person 
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Video calling is built in to the platform, and is free and easy to use (much like FaceTime)
1. Be sure to send a customized meeting request message, and keep it professional (i.e., this isn’t text messaging, this is a more formal request for an informational conversation)
How can I get the most out of this community?
· Meet a Mawrter. Go to Explore the Community to find people you’d like to talk to. You can exchange emails, set up a telephone or video chat, or choose to meet in person.
· Start a discussion. Use the Discussion tab to pose questions to the Mawrter Connect community. 
· Access resources. Explore articles, resources, and tools provided in the Resources section.
· Invite your peers. Use the Share tool to encourage your Bryn Mawr classmates, friends and colleagues to participate in Mawrter Connect.
· Be active! Ask questions and reach out to new people. Don’t be afraid to reach out to someone; they’ve volunteered to be contacted. People are waiting to hear from you!

What if I don't know what to say?
Use Career Engagement’s Networking and LinkedIn Guide for tips on writing emails to alums and questions to ask during informational interviews. Be yourself. Inquire about Bryn Mawr experiences you may have in common, such as a favorite class or professor, activities and organizations. Ask genuine and open-ended “what” and “how” questions. 
· “How did you get started on this career journey?”
· “What are you passionate about in your career?”
· “How critical is graduate education to progressing in this field?”
· “What surprised you most about the first few years after graduating from Bryn Mawr?”

Let your curiosity guide you! And don't worry, there are tips provided within the platform to help you craft a professional message.

What’s the difference between Mawrter Connect and other offerings? Is this replacing LinkedIn or Facebook groups?
All opportunities to connect are valuable and complement one another! Nothing is being replaced -- Mawrter Connect is an added and enhanced networking experience. Mawrter Connect is provided by the College in direct support of the #1 articulated need in the community - connections. It is exclusively for the Bryn Mawr community and is a place for truly purposeful connections.

We highly recommend everyone use LinkedIn. LinkedIn is for building an online professional identity and managing one's entire network. The Career & Civic Engagement Center manages two Bryn Mawr groups on LinkedIn to stimulate connections: Bryn Mawr College Alumnae/i & Students and Bryn Mawr College Alumnae/I (which graduating students may join one month prior to graduation). 

Athena's Web includes the College's official alumnae/i directory. 

Facebook groups operate independently from the College and provide lively, interactive alum-to-alum and alum-to-student discussions, debates, and sharing.

Frequently Asked Questions about Mawrter Connect: https://mawrterconnect.brynmawr.edu/page/faqs
Networking and LinkedIn Guide: https://www.brynmawr.edu/career-civic/networking
Questions? Contact Becky Ross, Senior Associate Director for Alumnae/i Career Services at raross@brynmawr.edu
CAREER AND CIVIC ENGAGEMENT CENTER | BRYN MAWR COLLEGE
Campus Center, Room 202 | Phone: (610) 526-5174 | MawrterConnect@brynmawr.edu | www.brynmawr.edu/cpd 
Handshake: https://brynmawr.joinhandshake.com 
Mawrter Connect: https://mawrterconnect.brynmawr.edu 

image1.png
C
CAREER & CIVIC
ENGAGEMENT
CENTER

BRYN MAWR COLLEGE




