Study Abroad – Selecting a Program

1. Study Abroad Basics
A. Applying to study abroad is a two-step process
a. First, you apply on BiONiC for College approval
b. Once approved, you apply to your external host program 
B. Key dates – BiONiC application
a. Application opens on BiONiC for College approval on November 15th
b. Early deadline program applications are due December 2nd
c. Deadline for all other programs is February 14th
C. Finances
a. Students studying abroad pay Bryn Mawr tuition to Bryn Mawr 
b. Students pay room & board directly to the host program
c. Financial Aid still applies, including for room & board, if students usually receive aid
d. Out of pocket expenses include flight, passport & visa fees, as well as extra meals and personal travel
i. Pell-eligible students can receive financial aid for their flight
ii. Need funding to apply for or renew your U.S. passport? Ask us about the Passport Initiative! 
2. Types of Programs
A. Direct Enrollment: Study at an overseas university without the assistance of external offices alongside students from the host country.
B. Exchange: Program involves reciprocal movement of students between two institutions. May be student-per-student or a specific number may be accepted per year. Very similar to Direct Enrollment.
C. Third-Party Program Providers: An institution or organization that offers education abroad program services to students from a variety of institutions. May be a college or university, a nonprofit, a for-profit, or a consortium.

3. Tips for Comparing Programs
A. Personal Questions
a. What do you want out of this experience? 
b. What is your tolerance for risk and uncertainty?
c. What are you most interested in academically and personally?
B. Academic Goals
a. Do you want to take courses in your major? 
b. Would you want to take at least 1 language course (required if studying abroad in a country where the local language is not English)? 
c. Do you want small courses similar to Bryn Mawr, or are you willing to try something new (i.e. the tutorial system, large lectures)?
d. Action steps: 
i. Talk with your Major Advisor to which courses may count towards your major
ii. Research the course options at the programs that interest you, and make sure that the courses you want are open to international students
C. Housing
a. Do you want to live in a homestay or a student apartment/dorm?
b. Do you need or want a single room, or are you comfortable living with a roommate?
c. Do you want some of your meals to be provided?
d. Would you be comfortable finding your own housing if the program has limited availability (note: it can be difficult to secure a short-term lease, especially as an international student)?
e. Action steps:
i. Research the housing options at programs that interest you
ii. See if the program offers an estimate of out-of-pocket meal expenses
D. Finances
a. Do you want to travel while abroad?
b. Action steps:
i. Research what your program provides – do they cover the cost of a metro pass, a student ID for reduced entry fees at cultural sites, etc.?
ii. Compare flight costs to your host program, as well as regionally if you plan to travel
iii. Compare visa fees, if applicable
iv. Research the cost of living in the countries/cities you are interested in
1. Even in the same country, costs can vary a lot between cities
E. Immersion
a. Do you want to hone your language skills, take courses in both English and another language, or only in English?
b. Do you want to take courses alongside students from the host country, other study abroad students, or both?
c. Would you be interested in attending events or excursions through your program?
d. Would you want to participate in any student organizations, clubs, or sports while abroad?
e. Action steps:
i. Research the languages of instruction for your program and the cultural immersion experiences they may offer
F. Schedule
a. Would you be prepared to apply for an Early Deadline program?
b. Do you prefer to study abroad in the Fall or Spring (some programs are only available in the Spring)?
c. When do the programs start or end, and does this conflict with any other plans you may have?
d. Action steps:
i. Compare program dates and which semester works best for your schedule
G. Support
a. Do you want a more independent, self-driven experience, or more support through the process?
i. Direct Enrollment and Exchange programs tend to be more bureaucratic (this is not always the case)
ii. Third-party providers tend to be more communicative, with more of a customer service model
H. Professional Goals
a. Would you be interested in doing a for-credit internship abroad as part of a course?
b. Would you be interested in volunteering?
