Final Project & Syllabus Addition
Gertrude Stein
Fall 2024

Final Project

Due (by email or my mailbox in English House): Wednesday, December 18, NOON (12 PM)

If submitting by email, please send a word doc.

Option 1: Critical essay

Compose a work of literary criticism that engages a text (or texts) from the syllabus and takes up a central question/topic/issue in Stein studies: how to read Stein, closet aesthetics, queer sexuality and gender, modernist portraiture, queer auto/biography, domesticity, etc. Your essay must also draw upon relevant and important secondary materials such as scholarly essays and books; you might opt to think with other modernist writers about Stein or read additional writing by Stein, i.e., works not on the syllabus.

Length: 12-15 pages, not including works cited list (please use MLA style)  


Option 2: Creative project

Create, compose, or make something with a specific focus and vision in response to, in pursuit of, or in dialogue with Stein’s writing. You must engage a text from the syllabus and seek out additional materials, whether literary or scholarly/theoretical (or both), to guide your process. To accompany your project, compose a short (5-7-page) process reflection and explanation—think of it as an artist’s statement, extended caption, or guide to reading/approaching your work, whichever one feels most useful—that includes a list of works consulted or cited as appropriate. 

Length of process reflection: 5-7 pages, not including works consulted/cited


Syllabus Addition:

Wed, Dec. 4	Fernhurst cont. & in-class discussion of final projects (bring ideas, questions, etc.)

Mon, Dec. 9	Lyn Hejinian, My Life (1980), first half (to pg. 49 in the text, “Language makes tracks.”)
	*** one-page reflection topic: Describe the Steinian influence or the presence of Stein in this text.

Wed, Dec. 11	My Life cont. & conclusions

Wed, Dec. 18	Final projects due by noon 
