Syllabus: ENGL 312 Religion, Sex, and Revolution in Milton’s Paradise Lost
George Perez
English House III
MW 10:10-11:30
Office: English House 210
Office Hours: by appointment
Email: gperez@brynmawr.edu

Overview

Paradise Lost, John Milton's epic poem about the battle between Heaven and Hell, was first published in 1673. It has remained one of the most influential works of English Literature, fostering fascinating debates about spirituality, revolution, gender and sexuality. Milton's poem is a window into the complicated theological frameworks that shape his understanding of bodies, desires, freedoms, and, of course, the shortcomings of our fallen selves. This course will allow students to dive deep into one of the greatest poems ever written. Does Milton's epic poem unwittingly celebrate Satan's revolt against the tyranny of an absolutist god and turn Satan into a sexy freedom-fighting hero? Does the epic intend to reveal the seductiveness of fantasies of sexual and political freedom, luring readers in to be, as one Miltonist would have it, "Surprised by Sin?" At stake in this class are the competing interests of Milton's personal and spiritual politics, the complex interactions between spiritual and revolutionary discourses, and the entanglement of secular, sexual love and religious faith.

Assignments:

· Two short essays (3 pages) distributed across the semester (30%)
· Final essay or creative project of about 12 pages (40%)
· Presentation on Final Project (15%)
· Participation (15%)

Class Structure and pacing
· You will be asked to read approximately 50 pages per class. 
· Required materials are available at the campus bookstore and include: 
· Milton's selected Poetry and Prose, ISBN: 0393979873
· Paradise Lost, ISBN: 0393924289
· Class sessions consist largely of seminar-style discussions with lecture mixed in. 

Academic Integrity: I take academic integrity extremely seriously, because it is central to the mission of a university and to the production of knowledge. As a student at Bryn Mawr, you are part of the larger academic and scholarly community and are responsible for upholding the standards of scholarly integrity in your work. If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism, I would be delighted to discuss it with you in office hours. 
Syllabus
Introduction: What’s a Milton? 
Wednesday January 22nd:
· Introductions, syllabus discussion
Monday January 27th: 
· The Oxford Handbook of Milton ch1 and ch2. (Moodle)
· Sanchez, “No Past? Theology, Race, and Queer Theories Authorized Geneologies” (Moodle)
Wednesday January 29th: 
· Milton’s Selected Poetry and Prose, “On Shakespeare”, “Lycidas” and Sonnets
Monday February 3rd: 
· Milton’s Selected Poetry and Prose, “Of Education” and “The Ready and Easy Way to Establish a Free Commonwealth”
Unit One: Paradise Lost
Wednesday February 5h:
· The Book of Genesis (Moodle)
Monday February 10th:
· Paradise Lost Intro and Book 1
· Sanchez, “The Queerness of Christian Faith” (Moodle)
Wednesday February 12th: 
· PL Book 2
Monday February 17th: ESSAY ONE DUE 3 pgs. 
· PL Book 3 
Wednesday February 19th:
· Surprised by Sin Intro and Ch1. (Moodle)
Monday February 24th: 
· PL Book 4
Wednesday February 26th:
· PL Book 5
Monday March 3rd: 
· PL Book 6 
· Sanchez, “The Erotics of Republicanism in Paradise Lost” (Moodle)
Wednesday March 5th: 
· PL Book 7
Monday March 10thst: SPRING BREAK 
Wednesday March 12th: SPRING  BREAK 
Monday March 17th: 
· PL Book 8
· Velocci, “Denaturing Cisness or Towards Trans History as Method” 

Wednesday March 19th: 
· PL Book 9 
Monday March 24th: 
· PL Book 10
· Luxon, “Queering as Critical Practice in Reading Paradise Lost” (Moodle)
Wednesday March 26th: 
· Guy-Bray, “Fellowships of Joy: Angelic Union in Paradise Lost”
· Mceleny, “Allegories of Breeding: Milton’s Queer Disfigurations”
Monday March 31st: 
· PL Book 11
Wednesday April 2nd:
· PL Book 12
Unit Two: Milton, Gender, and Prose Politics
Monday April 7th: ESSAY 2 DUE
· SPECIAL COLLECTIONS VISIT
Wednesday April 9th: 
· PL/Severance 
Monday April 14th: 
· Samson Agonistes lines 1-1000
Wednesday April 16th: FINAL ESSAY PROPOSAL DUE
· Samson Cont. lines 1000-end
Monday April 21st: 
· Milton’s Selected Poetry and Prose, “Areopagitica” 
Wednesday April 23rd: 
· Milton’s Selected Poetry and Prose, “Paradise Regained” 
Monday April 28th: 
· Presentations
Wednesday April 30th: 
· Presentations
Final exam due May 10th




