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Modern & Contemporary American Poetry (or “ModPo” as it is called n the Twitter community) 
is an award-winning massive online open course (MOOC) offered by the University of 
Pennsylvania on Coursera. The poetry course, taught by Prof. Al Filreis, and his group of teaching 
assistants, puts a modern, online spin on a typical close-reading literature course. The images in 
this section show how they organize and present the first week of the course.

Assignments highlighted in timeline Weeks are indexed in 
the left sidebar 

Video duration provided

     
   

 

Resources are separate from 
assignments but provide 
completion feedback

     Required, graded activities called out with due dates

https://www.wbtsystems.com/learning-hub/blogs/10-secrets-of-online-course-design-from-award-winning-moocs


 

  

     
      
      

     
    

     

     

     
   

Instructor provides overview of each section or "chapter" 

MODPO (UPENN)

Video includes transcript 

Professor provides video in which he 
and TAs demonstrate how they do 
close reading

Discussion forums are a key 
course component and 
highlighted at the top of each 
section 

Course materials organized in 
suggested order with directions



    
  

           
               

                
       

     
   

 

     
    

     
   

HOW TO READ A MIND
(UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM)

Another MOOC platform, FutureLearn, hosts the University of Nottingham's course "How to read a 
mind." In the images below, notice how features we've talked about are used to structuring this very 
short course (only two weeks long). 

First section orients participants on 
how to work their way through the 
course. Multiple formats increase 
accessibility.

Course materials are presented 
in recommended order, 
reinforced by numbering.

https://www.futurelearn.com/


    
  

         
     

    

   
   

HOW TO READ A MIND
(UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM)

   
   

Introductory video gives an 
overview of the course    

  
Video transcript is 
included for accessibility 

Course overview article is 
accompanied by striking 
images 

Not pictured: At the end of the article, readers are 
prompted to introduce themselves. Comment numbers 
show how many students completed that task. 



    
  

  

               
            

           
              
            

     

EDX: HUMAN RIGHTS, HUMAN WRONGS: 
CHALLENGING POVERTY, VULNERABILITY 

AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION

Below is a third course example on yet another MOOC platform, edx. In the course "Human rights, 
human wrongs," the navigation menu prioritizes items such as the course overview, syllabus and 
schedule, grading policy, progress, and discussion spaces. The course is divided by modules and 
broken up into sub-topics within each module. The format of this massive online open course is 
similar to formats available on Moodle, Canvas, Blackboard, and other learning management 
systems. 

Introduces 
instructors 

   
  

Expectation management 
and learning outcomes 

https://www.edx.org/


    
  

  

    
  

   
   

EDX: HUMAN RIGHTS, HUMAN WRONGS: 
CHALLENGING POVERTY, VULNERABILITY 

AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION

      
   

Tabs at the top include key 
sections for course navigation 

       
        

        
   

Syllabus is online and provided as downloadable 
PDF. Students do not need to be logged in to access 
their deadlines or course structure. 

    
   

Course is divided into modules 
and sub-topics

     
    

Grading policy is given priority 
in the main navigation menu 

Clear guidelines for how 
students will be graded 

Instructions on how to check 
grades and progress 



    
  

  

         

    

EDX: HUMAN RIGHTS, HUMAN WRONGS:
CHALLENGING POVERTY, VULNERABILITY

AND SOCIAL EXCLUSION

Video lecture supports learner engagement 

    Transcript increases accessibility

Accompanying links support deeper reflection and thinking about the topic 




