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City 360: New Urbanism and Its Discontents
Bryn Mawr College
Assignment Overview & Instructions

There are essentially three assignments for this course: (1) class participation, (2) Moodle reading reflections and discussion and (3) a case study of a new urbanist project.

Class Participation (20% of grade)

What you get out of this class largely depends on what you put into it.  Although there will be occasional lectures, the emphasis in the class will be on reading and discussion.  In order to accommodate various personalities and learning styles, I will offer a variety of ways for people to participate in class discussion.  Nonetheless, participation is paramount!  In addition to in-class discussions, we will use Perusall and/or the discussion board features of Moodle for between-class discussion of readings. 
Class Facilitation (15% of grade)

You will be responsible for preparing for and facilitating one class session during the semester. You will do this with one or more other people depending on the final size of the class. I will meet with you the week before the class you facilitate to discuss your plan.
New Urbanist Project Case Study (65% of grade, broken into 3 assignments)

For your final paper, you will develop a case study of a built new urbanist project. The Case Study is a key element of the learning for the class.  By identifying and assessing a project that is place-specific, students apply learning from the class to “real life” situations. Each student will explore one case in-depth. In addition, there will be two points where students will present information about their cases to the entire class so that the class has a body of cases to compare to each other. In order to help you structure this assignment over the course of the semester, the case study has three pieces:

1. Presentation #1: Introductory Description of Case (10% of grade)

2. Presentation #2: Project Evaluation (20% of grade)

3. New Urbanist Project Case Study, Final Paper (35% of grade)—Your final paper will build on the presentations but should reflect improvement from those submissions.

Assignments will be evaluated on the following items:

· Synthesis of Topic & Application of Concepts: clear understanding of the key issues related to the topic chosen and demonstrated understanding and application of concepts from class and readings; use of sources demonstrates an understanding of the source from the source’s point of view (you can disagree with them, but present their own point of view without bias);

· Articulation of Topic: 

· For Presentations: the degree to which your lecture, powerpoint, handouts, or other materials convey the key issues related to the topic chosen – this includes the visual quality of your materials

· For Papers: clarity of writing, correct grammar, elegance, overall structure of paper

· Sources: full information available in bibliography and/or citations; all information that is not known to the general public is cited or footnoted; sources reflect the diversity of the points of view related to the topic; use of class readings; use of readings from outside of class

Directions for Each Assignment

1. Class Participation & Reading Responses

a. The class participation assignment includes both (1) actively participating in class and (2) using Perusall where indicated on Moodle to engage with the readings.

b. Class participation includes being prepared for class (being prepared to discuss the readings and/or videos). If it appears that people are not keeping up with the reading, I reserve the right to add Moodle discussion post reading responses to the assignments.

c. Perusall is a tool for demonstrating how you are engaging with the readings. I am looking for you to interrogate the readings—to have an ongoing conversation throughout the semester making connections among the readings in this class, readings you know from other classes, what you are learning from your research on your new urbanism case study, and your own direct experience and observation of spaces.

d. The purpose of Perusall annotating is to (1) help you develop your own engagement with the reading and (2) carry on group discussion about the material outside of class. Question prompts include:

i. What logical argument or claim is the author trying to make? What evidence does she use to support that claim? Are there holes in the logical argument? Are there things that don’t make sense? How persuasive is the evidence? How legitimate are the sources of evidence?

ii. How does this aspect of the reading resonate with or conflict with other material you have read?

iii. How does this aspect of the reading resonate with or conflict with your direct personal experience?

iv. How does this aspect of the reading relate to your case study or other cases you have heard about in class?

e. Your writing should be clear but not overly formal. This kind of writing is more formal than a personal essay or diary and less formal than academic writing. You are giving us insight into your thought processes. 

f. Perusall annotations and responses should be completed before the class for which the reading is assigned.

g. Note about Grading:

h. Class participation and discussion response as a whole count for 20% of your final grade. I will not provide grade feedback on individual classes or posts, but approximately halfway through the semester, I will give you feedback on your participation so far.

What I’m looking for in class participation/Perusall reading responses:

Synthesis/Concepts

· Class discussion and Perusall posts are substantive, making connections and raising questions to deepen and extend conversation.

· Class discussion and Perusall posts are critical (questioning) without being snarky or insulting.

· Demonstrates understanding of concepts in the reading.

· People apply concepts from readings, learning from case study, and personal direct observation and experience to discussion.

Articulation

· Writing is clear and understandable.

Sources

· Any comments referring to sources make it clear which work is being referenced, but full citation information is not necessary.

2. Class Facilitation
a. You will be responsible for preparing for and facilitating one class session during the semester. Preparing for the class you facilitate will include the following:

i. Complete all of the readings for that day, including the optional readings.

ii. Draft brief summaries of each required reading for that day of class. These summaries can be in bullet points without complete sentences as long as they are clear and understandable. Provide these summaries to the class at least 24 hours before class.

iii. Draft a plan for the class facilitation. Your plan must include discussion questions, but it may also include brief presentations and/or structured activities.

iv. Meet with Prof. Hurley the week before your class facilitation day to discuss your plan and make adjustments if needed.

v. Facilitate the class (don’t worry – you won’t be left hanging because Prof. Hurley will always be your backstop).

vi. Complete a brief self reflection (see Appendix attached at the end of these instructions) about the experience of preparing for and facilitating the class.

b. Your goal for class facilitation is not to present the class readings. Instead, your goal is to form discussion around issues you find interesting or confusing. 

What I’m looking for in Class Facilitation:

Synthesis/Concepts

· Your summaries of the day’s readings demonstrate clear understanding of concepts in the reading

· Your discussion questions and/or class activities demonstrate clear understanding of concepts in the reading and help other students develop understanding and apply the concepts to their cases and their own experience

· Everyone is deeply engaged and has fun in class!

Articulation

· Writing is clear and understandable.

· Writing uses correct grammar and word choice but does not need to be formal academic writing.
· Any visuals you use in class (optional) are clear and understandable.

Sources

· Full citation information is included with reading summaries.

· All required readings are used in our class discussion.
· Bringing in optional readings and/or outside readings is a bonus.

3a. Presentation #1: Introductory Description of Case
a. The goal of this presentation is to present enough information about your case study that students will be able to use all of the cases as examples for class discussion throughout the semester.
b. This presentation will be a “pecha kucha” style presentation: you will be limited to 20 slides and 6 minutes. Each slide should have at least one image and no text except for titles and labels.
c. You must include a locator map. Aerial photos are available for most places on Google maps.

d. Try to answer the following questions about your case, to the extent that information is available:

i. Location, with enough information so that people could find the project

ii. History: date of plan, dates of construction, current status

iii. Site information: # acres, wetlands, slopes, soil, access, etc.

iv. Program: # residential units, residential types, commercial square footage, civic space, etc.

v. Target market, pricing

vi. Team: Developer, Designers, Planner, Architect, Landscape Architect, Civil Engineers, Public Officials

vii. What were the precedents for this project?

viii. What’s unique about this project?  What new ground did this project break?

ix. What is the relationship of this project to the region?

x. What is the relationship of this project to nearby neighborhoods and districts?

xi. What is the range of housing size and affordability?

xii. What was the development approval process?  What kind of zoning and subdivision regulations were in place? What were the key challenges in the development approval process?

e. Use aerial photographs, maps, site plans, renderings, and other photographs to convey a sense of the project.

f. All images must include a source reference.

What I’m looking for:

Synthesis/Concepts

· Good description of major features of case
· Good explanation of main issues with clear focus on most compelling pieces
· Defined key terms, principles, issues, etc that are not common knowledge
· Good explanation of setting
· Identified precedents and important comparisons, if relevant
Articulation

· Told a compelling story
· Maps and aerial photos show location in setting
· Maps and aerial photos major features
· Street-level photos and images convey feel of the place
· Images highlight key issues
· Slide backgrounds complement images
· Animation adds to story, doesn’t distract
· Speaking voice is clear and comfortable, with few filler words
· Within time
Sources

· Full source information provided in consistent format
· Variety of credible sources used
· Image author/producer credit on image slide
3b.
Presentation #2: Case Study Evaluation

g. The goal of this presentation is to present your evaluation of the successes and failures of your case study.

h. You will have 12 minutes to make your presentation, with 3 minutes of class discussion to follow.

i. Try to answer the following questions about your case:

i. How does this case study relate to the principles embodied in the Charter for the New Urbanism?

ii. How does this project use or contribute to new urbanist concepts and standards related to transportation, equity & affordability, and environmental issues?

iii. What criteria will you use to evaluate your case?

iv. In what ways does this project excel?

v. In what ways does this project fall short?

j. Your presentation should include ample aerial photographs, maps, site plans, renderings, and other photographs to illustrate your points.

k. All images must include a source reference.

What I’m looking for:

Synthesis/Concepts

· Clear analysis of key ways projects meets or does not meet principles in the Charter of the New Urbanism
· Clear analysis of issues related to geographic scales (block, neighborhood, region)

· Clear analysis of issues related to key topics (equity, transportation, environmental issues, or other important topics you identify)

· Recognition of both successes and failures in the project

· Defined key terms, principles, issues, etc that are not common knowledge

Articulation

· Clear structure to your presentation, with points that logically connect to one another
· Clear presentation of criteria you use to evaluate your project

· Speaking voice is clear, comfortable, and engaging, with few filler words

· Maps and aerial photos show location in setting

· Maps and aerial photos major features

· Street-level photos and images convey feel of the place

· Images highlight key issues

· Limited use of text on slides

· Slide backgrounds complement images

· Animation, if any, adds to story, doesn’t distract

· Within time

Sources

· Variety of credible sources used

· Recognition of the way various sources may be biased or limited
· Full source information provided in consistent format

· Image author/producer credit on image slide, with detailed source credits listed on slides at the end
3c.
Case Study Final Paper
l. Length: As long as it takes to present a complete case study and no longer (probably 25-35 pgs with ample illustrations).

m. For your final paper, you will submit a complete case study (description of key features, analysis of key issues, and evaluation of successes and failures) of your chosen new urbanist project and topic.  

n. Your final paper will build on the previous presentations, but should reflect improvement from those submissions (i.e. if you do not take my comments on your previous assignments into account or if your final paper does not reflect any additional thinking on your part, your grade on the final paper will suffer).  

o. Your final paper should include description of key features, analysis of key issues (including selected key issues related to our readings and discussion and the urban design analysis below), and your own evaluation of successes and failures.  The selection of criteria is up to you. Note that opinion is not the same thing as analysis or evaluation. The difference between analysis and evaluation is normative.

Analysis  = making detailed examination of the elements or structure of something.

Evaluation =  making a judgment about something.

So you are using your analysis to justify your evaluation of how well your case meets the criteria you set forth.

p. In addition to the elements from previous assignments, your final paper should include an urban design analysis. Drawing on the urban design features in the various readings and in our class discussions, analyze the urban design of your project. This analysis should primarily be presented as a series of illustrations with detailed captions.  The illustrations can be photographs, hand drawings, or computer drawings.  The artistic quality is not important.  The only thing that is important about the illustrations is their ability to convey the information you are trying to convey. Key questions to answer may include (it is up to you to determine what urban design elements of your case are important):

i. What were the existing physical conditions on the site prior to the project?

ii. What did the project change?

iii. Did the change make the place more auto- or pedestrian-oriented?

iv. How did the change affect traffic patterns?

v. How did the change affect surrounding neighbors?

vi. What are the environmental features of the project?

vii. What design features support or hinder diversity and affordability?

viii. How does the project relate to the 3 scales we have considered (region, neighborhood, block)?

q. This is your opportunity to demonstrate that you have completed the reading (at least the required readings but ideally also optional readings that are relevant to your project/evaluation focus) and that you understand and can apply the concepts discussed in the reading and in class.  

r. The final paper should read as one complete work, not as unrelated or disconnected sections.  The structure and presentation of the final paper is up to you.  The best papers will probably not follow the exact outline of the three previous installments but will incorporate all of those pieces into a coherent whole.

s. You must include full citations and references for all works and images.

What I’m looking for:

Synthesis/Concepts

· Description conveys the key features of the project

· Description conveys the geographic scale and location of the project

· Clear analysis of issues related to geographic scales (block, neighborhood, region)

· Clear analysis of issues related to key topics (equity, transportation, environmental issues, or other important topics you identify)

· Clear analysis of urban design features of the project

· Good synthesis of academic research and class readings about topics related to the key issues in your project

· Clear analysis of key ways projects meets or does not meet principles in the Charter of the New Urbanism

· Recognition of both successes and failures in the project

· Defined key terms, principles, issues, etc that are not common knowledge

Articulation

· Clear main claim (topic sentence) articulated early in paper

· Paper has a clear structure, with paragraphs that have clear points and are logically connected to each other

· Clear statement of the criteria used in your evaluation

· Good grammar and syntax

· Elegant, clear writing (no unnecessarily long sentences, slang, or academic jargon)

· Maps and aerial photos show location in setting

· Maps and aerial photos major features

· Street-level photos and images convey feel of the place

· Images highlight key issues

· Good proofreading has removed typos, minor grammar mistakes, etc.

Sources

· Variety of credible sources used

· Good use of class readings, both required and optional

· Good use of at least some peer-reviewed sources

· Recognition of the way various sources may be biased or limited

· Citations provided for any empirical claims (anything that is not common knowledge)

· Full source information provided for all sources in consistent format

· Bibliography includes all cited sources

VERY IMPORTANT
· All papers must have a point to make.  Do NOT ramble for required page length and expect a decent grade.  

· All papers must have a structure, with a beginning (introduction), a middle (the “story” or evidence), and an end (the conclusion).

· All papers must demonstrate correct grammar and the ability to communicate clearly.  Elegant writing wins extra points.

· All papers require complete citations for all of your sources!

Ways to Improve Your Writing
· Write an outline before you start writing the paper.

· Proof your work.

· Finish your paper a few days early and set it aside.  Re-read and edit before turning in.

· Read your paper backwards.  It is easy to miss mistakes when reading your paper, because your brain already knows what it should say.  Reading the sentences backwards (start with the last sentence, then the next-to-last sentence, etc.) can work around this skill your brain has.

· Swap papers with another student in the class or ask one of your friends to read and comment on your paper.

Use the resources of the Writing Center: http://www.brynmawr.edu/deans/writing_center.shtml.

· APPENDIX: 
Questions for Self-Reflection Submission for Class Facilitation & Class Participation 
(2 pgs)
Describe your group’s process. How did you devise your plan for the discussion? What were your goals? What did you want the students to come away with from the discussion? 

What did you ﬁnd diﬃcult about creating this plan?  

What went well in the class discussion? 

What could have improved? What would you have done diﬀerently? 

What did you ﬁnd rewarding? 

What grade would you give your group for the class facilitation?
DIRECTIONS: Please highlight the descriptions that apply to you in relation to your overall participation in this class (it’s possible that you will cross columns for different parts of an answer – that’s ok.) Then, give some overall explanation of your grade for yourself. 

	
	Outstanding (3.8-4.0)
	Very Good (3.4-3.7)
	Satisfactory (3-3.3)
	Weak/Minimal (Below 3)

	Attendance
	I attended every class (except in cases of true illness)
	I attended almost every class that I was well enough to attend 
	I attended most classes that I was well enough to attend, but skipped a few
	I often skipped classes that I was well enough to attend,

	Preparation for class: Engagement with readings and flipped classroom videos
	I actively and thoughtfully read/watched all or almost all (more than 90%) of the assigned readings and flipped classroom videos 
	I actively and thoughtfully read/watched most (75%+) of the assigned readings and flipped classroom videos
	I actively and thoughtfully read/watched around half of the assigned readings and flipped classroom videos
	I didn’t read most assigned readings closely and I didn’t watch more than half of the flipped classroom videos – I either skimmed ahead of class or just didn’t read at all. 

	Participation in discussions and in-class activities
	I was an enthusiastic and substantive participant in class discussions/activities. When I didn’t understand something, I asked either in class or privately to keep up with topics and gain true understanding.
	I often participated in class discussions/activities, and most of my participation was substantive. When I didn’t understand something, I often asked either in class or privately to keep up with topics and gain true understanding.
	I sometimes participated in class discussion/activities, but the quality of my contributions was spotty. When I didn’t understand something, I usually didn’t ask either in class or privately, so I wound up not understanding some concepts.
	I rarely participated in class discussions/ activities. When I didn’t understand something, I didn’t ask either in class or privately, so I wound up not understanding many or most concepts.


Overall Grade for yourself for class participation – please choose one of the following grades on the scale below. Base this on the rubric on the first page, although you can consider any other factors that you think relevant that I didn’t consider in the rubric.

4.0

3.7

3.5

3.3

3.0

2.7

Below 2.7

Reflection on your own overall class participation (one paragraph minimum): Please offer general comments about what went right for you, and please consider one or two things that you’ve learned about yourself (learning style, practical skills-building, substantive issues that you want to work on in future courses) that will inform the way you approach future seminars (or, for seniors, perhaps a graduate course). Also, list any factors that you considered in your self-evaluation that weren’t on the rubric. 

