HA 699: Advanced Research Methods (for graduate students only), Spring 2026
Professor Homay King (hking@brynmawr.edu)
Professor King's office hours: Tu 2:30-4 & by appt., Old Library 249
Class: Wednesdays 2:10-4pm. OL 129 and Zoom for students away on field work and curatorial fellowships, link below
Last updated 2/16/2026

Course Description:
This is a workshop-style course designed to support graduate students in the History of Art in independent research and writing projects, especially those beyond the regular coursework stage. The purpose of this seminar is to help you pursue your academic work in an efficient, realistic, and mindful fashion. We will also use the seminar for professional development workshops; topics may include teaching and pedagogy, conferences and symposia, fellowship and grant application writing, publishing, image permissions, copyright and fair use, predoctoral and postdoctoral fellowships, the job market, and how to balance service and leadership, teaching, and research. Finally, the seminar will provide a forum for discussion of methodologies and approaches to research in the history of art, as well as practice talks, writing accountability, and peer editing and feedback on drafts. This workshop is designed for students who have already completed their required, seminar-based coursework. Participation is mandatory for those beyond coursework who are working on independent research projects, unless the requirement is waived by your primary advisor or the DGS. May be taken more than once. If you are unsure about whether to register, please contact your primary advisor and/or the current Director of Graduate Studies. 

Requirements: 
Participation: 100%. Your participation grade will based upon the following criteria: attendance, participation, and contributions to discussions. No narrative evaluations will be issued for this course, only S/U grades. 

Required Texts: 
No required textbooks. A collection of helpful documents, including guidelines for prelim and prospectus preparation, application statement writing, teaching assistantship duties, and more is on the course Moodle site and will be updated throughout the semester.

Access Services: 
Bryn Mawr College is committed to providing equal access to students with a documented disability. Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must first speak with Access Services. Students can email accessservices@brynmawr.edu to request an appointment to begin this confidential process. If eligible for accommodations as per Access Services, students should schedule an appointment with the professor as early in the semester as possible to share their verification form and make appropriate arrangements. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive and require advance notice to implement. Any student who has a disability-related need to record this class must first be found eligible to do so by Access Services and must share this eligibility with me, the instructor. Class members need to be aware that this class may be recorded. More information can be obtained at the Access Services website. (http://www.brynmawr.edu/access-services/).

Remote Learning: 
Here is Professor King’s permanent Zoom room link: https://brynmawr-edu.zoom.us/j/2418362913

Schedule of Activities

Week 1: 1/21
Preliminaries and SMART goals (Specific, Measurable, Agreed-Upon, Realistic, Time-Bound)

Week 2: 1/28
SMART goals, finalize workshop topics
Workshop: Calls for Papers and the art of the abstract (Prof. King)

Week 3: 2/4
Yuzhu Wang, practice talk for the Barnes Symposium

Week 4: 2/11
No workshop due to Elena Gorfinkel’s lecture at Penn CIMS Colloquium and Lisa Saltzman’s Thune Lecture at Penn History of Art (your attendance is optional but encouraged—the latter especially if you intend to work with Professor Saltzman). Room available for peer writing accountability (optional). 

Week 5: 2/18
CAA Chicago, no workshop. Optional peer writing accountability group.

Week 6: 2/25
Emily Shoyer, practice talk for the Midatlantic Symposium at the National Gallery; Alexis White, practice talk for Binghamton University conference.
This week: Thursday 2/26-Friday 2/27, Barnes Symposium, keynote Steven Nelson 2/26 at 6pm, symposium Friday 2/27 all day. Attendance strongly encouraged for all graduate students.

Week 7: 3/4
Maggie Nelson, practice talk for the Graduate Group Biennial Symposium

Week 8: 3/11
No class, Spring Break

Week 9: 3/18
Workshop with Camilla MacKay, LITS. Topics: open access repositories, academic fair use, image permissions, file storage and organization. https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/people/camilla-mackay

Week 10: 3/25
No workshop; room available for co- working.

Week 11: 4/1
Workshop: Resumes vs. CVs (Prof. King). We will view samples, review formatting conventions, and strategize about how to present the c.v. for different purposes, contexts, and audiences. If you would like to volunteer to share your resume or c.v. and receive feedback from me and the group, please come to class prepared with your document ready to share. 

Week 12: 4/8
Workshop on grant and fellowship seeking and application writing strategies with Abby Gilman.
https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/academic-information/research/sponsored-research-office/grant-opportunities
https://www.brynmawr.edu/gsas/student-support/renewing-financial-support/external-funding

Week 13: 4/15
Workshop with Laura Surtees, Research Instructional Librarian https://www.brynmawr.edu/inside/people/laura-surtees

Week 14: 4/22
*Pending confirmation. Panel discussion and Q&A about career paths (curatorial, archival, university teaching) with HART Graduate Program advanced students and recent alums (whole class via Zoom).

Week 15: 4/29
Final meeting and check-in. SMART goals for summer 2026

Possible Supplementary Workshop Topics
Time management skills for large writing projects
Writing as art and craft
Teaching and pedagogy
Strategies for crafting syllabi
Cover letter and c.v. writing and conventions
The art of the abstract (for conference talk and panel proposals)
How to best use the time in the Ph.D. with an eye toward academic, curatorial, or other careers 
Additional practice talks TBD
