


'· ,\ ! 
\WJ)·l "t"i0?i/

(~o]u:0.l}fr3 University Pn::s~: 
P<~blishl'YS Since i893 

)\~\V \·~·~rk Chkb<.~~f,.;i:'.\ \Vest su~S('S. 

For Robin Kilson 

P:.nrkk 1',fan,dng 

P~.:.pCl b~h:k <.;dh:i()~':.,. ZOliJ 

;\H dg,ht;: !'(','(_;!"Nd 

brilliant historian rtFthc black experience 
ardent bibliophile 

fearless critic 
dear,,(rirnd 

i:,, t>◊-r-tr:n h<>ok, For fr:<)f(.' infnrrrut~~)n, ·visirs,,vv,;\~/.:..'nr<~v<n\book~,c,rg.

Li1'm,:> ofC ,q:;n:s,o CaGJc-s\ng-in--r>cibhcH.i(;n o,,tt,, 
\t:nu: ~ng, i\itrL...:k~ 1y..;:_ .....

The: Afr'cc',,n db.q:,..,n.i: :., hi,,1cry thn;,,1gh cull GR' i h,trkk M,mnbg.
,.'":TJ, ~,,, ((;l}knnbL~- ~;rt~di>,_;~.:: in ~nt,:.:.,rn:.Yd<>r:.Hl ~~-nd g1vba! hi$tu~~-/i 

r~-,chh.h:s biblkt<l<lphi;.'<{l r~t~r,-..:n('t-::--. 0::1d ~n<.l::;;c 

~:~1\:·.:; ·-/7g•::)».lf 1~ L+-f/',>·+ (ck>tl--=.: :;Jk. p::~r<-~r°} .... 1:-.::n~,; 97g<> ."!.}l=L+---1-71 

~ .dk, p:1ptr) ,-->~i<:--~ q;f-,·-~<:,z,1,-5.1355--5 ·,t-b()<>l('. 

, , ,\h,,'.,n di:.lspoi,,-·-FH.cry, ::., Afric::,---- Civiliz:.n.i,m. 3- t\1,1,:k,>­ 
;; i-i,h>':-', L "!'stk, 

:) tlb,5,:\~!;S ::?.(ll)9 

'·}C:,)
1 ,0..:196-=dc,?/1. 

lUC::-S<:>2,655s 

(D

< :cdHr;1hi;:~ C nh .. \:rdr.y f't>,_;t.::s h<~,,.:k~> ;;'fft• pr~nh:d on p-enr.:.arv:nt 
. .nd ,;h;rnbk ,;, .. :·k .fr,,,., paper. 

T1lir~ hcnk 1:> pdnt<.,\.1 t\n p,lp~r \>✓lth f(.'<:ych:d cur~ti.:5nt. 

Prinl\:d b:1 th:;:- Unit~.>d Sv~n..;:; of A.rn,:rict 
c ,,., <i k~: f, 5 .. ; 
}) l◊:) 8 :~

Na~nrn 

k{:k~r::.)n-...-c>-~ ~\~ j t}t::,;-;·~~ct v-./~:b::-~it,:s (I: F:;l ,~'; -,;,;c:::Ct::(>.:,u_tut,:-nr tJ1e ti11.::c ::>f\<..:ritin.g~ 

-..,,J::.)Hhcr th,__: ~~:..n,hur. r:hr ( ;~)Lu}.:.b1a t~1:h·\:~:::-~hy Ptet.::s is ;c~pcin.-::ihk; f,~r URL-.; 
·-'- . ----~- ' _,,' , ......... , ... , '" "",....,.,,..,., .,_,.,~ 



t ... ,) 

p 
()
-.[; 



Maps 

Ll RcglonsofthcAfricanDbspora 4 

2.1 Africa, Showing Regions, Rivers. :md Ecok,gy .. 14 

2,2 Afriom Umguagc Groups and M,\j,.:ir Subgroup;; 46 

2,3 The C:ild Vlorld Diaspora to l()OO 62 

2.4 The K1stcrn Athmtk, 1400-- 1550 74 

2,5 TheAmericas .. 1492--i600 7/ 

:P Africa, 160<.'.l·· ixoo 10:-:i.

3.2 The Americas, i.600-1800 120 

41 Slnv(• PopuhtionsofAfrka and the Dhspor:;, c, 1:;50 175 

+2 Sbvc Populations ofAfrkaanJ Uw Obspora, t:.1900 iB3

5,1 Religion in Afrka ;;nd the DLspora, lf)6o 2~-- -~ / ~)' 

6, 1 l.,ang1m0c of Gow-rnment in f,J'rin,. ,:ind th<:: Dbspora 311

r.:_ "l> ':<!.,,~-:-,_;,.-.,.-:-: ,,,·--::.::.~,, ,,J',:1 ~•,-'/ l v~..- 



(1; ; g
I 
"" -0
0
0



Illustrations 

Color illustrations follow page 202- fllttst.ratkms with italic page 
numbers are reproduced in the color insert. 

Ll Motherhood 2:, 

LZ Performer (c 200 nc:;:':) 24 

2.1 Tht' Church of St, George at Lalibeia, Ethioph;, 38 

2.2 Ife Royal Couple 56 

2.3 St. Maurice 67 

2.4 Zan}b and Do.rnb 69 

2-5 Judith. and Her Maids,TV(W!, by Andrea IVfantcgna 71

2,6 Black Christians of Peru, c, 1600 82 

3.1 Kuba Royal S,11ord, c dghtccnth century 116 

3.2 Caribbean Sugar Plantation, <. 1665 u9 

3.3 Drum, late seventeenth century 1.26 



xiv ¢ Lrsr ofl'.luA,<lc°iur,s

+1 Emandp:Fion 171 

4,:2. Fon God uf\\\,r; Hongwe Rdlqu:11y F!gnre i7q 

,.kl Eurwz.'h (Egypt) lSl. 

5.1. Citizen:, ofArlanta 211 Preface 
5.2 Srrrmnnlrn Capes 2?,9 

S<> Jost';)hine Ht1:er, (,'. i9:cS .:q-8 

s~4 Cnaricmagne Pcralte. hy Pbft)n1(!ne ()bin 267 

5.5 /\rnwnrtm ofO:si s_,vlth Carvings 2,71 

6.1 L'rkm t,,iig(,r\a, by Jacob Lawrence .J9K 

6,,2.. Survival album cover 3<J7 

6.3 Untitled. by S,,yd<Ju Kcita 308 

6-4 M:istcr 1\kkhrnr Cnnb 32+ 

7. t Oprd, \Vi nfrey and South Afrkan Youd, 339 

";\2 Res<tcchcr\v'.rh F'rrrnUyofth,: !nfrmrnmt, Karnaraka, Jndw. 

7,,3 Faimc la ccuicur. by Cheri Sarnba, -1003 351 

343 

T he history of Africans and people of African descent, ,1 complex 
srorv in itsel i~ lies at the center oft he historv of :1 n humanirv. The 
talc :)f n:h,dernity cannot fairly b(' told witho{1t full :ntentkm to the 

African continent and peoples of African descent. This book recounts the 
historyofbbck people in the six centuries since 14.00, as theinvorld brought 
them global connections. enslavement. industrialization, and urbanization, 
Rather than Iwing a history of sped Ac regions or nations, this is a history 
cf the interconnections of people throughout Africa, the Americas, most of 
Europe, and much of Asia, The Atlantic Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, and 
rhe Indian Ocean, rather than scparndng people into isolated groups, arc 
seen in this vol ume as fluid pathways to and from the continents and islands 
where Africans hove migrmcd and voyaged, voluntarily and under duress, for 
many centuries and up to the present day, 

Since this is a story of overlapping and connected lives, :t h:1ve written it 
for an overlapping and connected set of audiences. Most basically, the book 
ls !i>r those who seek to inform themselves on the relarionships arnong black 
communities and who have an interest in viewing the modern world with an 
appreciation for the experience and outlook of peopk throughout: Afrka and 
the African di as porn. 

Dividing potenrial readers according to rheir relationship m schooling, l 
wm assert that, first, the book is written for undergraduate students encoun­ 
tering this material perhaps for the first thne-Btudents around the world 
who read in EngUsh, For these students, f hope the book \Vill open new vis­ 
um about the breadth of connections in the hisrorical past. ff the quantity 
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,:-,f det;;dl in th<': b,:,,ok ;,1ppcm~; daunting at times, l hope it will remind read­ 
cm or how much has sctual1y occurred in the past and ofhv\vtfai student as 
hlst,.>rhn must have the contkienc.:: to select those dctaiL, that hd.p him ,,:,,r 
her d,:.'vclc,p dear in-ncrp(etations uf the past, StYom:L th< book i:·"- written for 
h bt ,:·,rkal profr,;~;ionals at grnduatc and posrgnduate levels, who may wish 
ta.:-, fv:us in more (ktail on r.he inrcrpretive arguments and nuances. For this 
auz.i\z,•n,,:c, mor2 familiar with the concepts 1 present, J. also hope the book 
wiii show the Jdvant<.,gcs cf t:xploring history on a scale this broad. Third, 
t:b.;• bonk is int,.:nd,si for general r\.•aders from black and other c,_i1-rffm.mitks 
\'-:ho Jr,, interested in the dev,::•lopm.cnt of th,::• modern world as experienced 
by bb:k people. The c,:,ntikts nnd trausforrnations add,Y\S(:d in this bed, 
,m' t.h>.k' of the rs::d world, ;rnd r hope rvader;:; of various backgrounds and 
profosdons v:ill fmd the interest and the patience t,.1 explore this history of 
1 he Afrku, dbspora. And even while the hist nry of Africans on the ccntincnt
,:w.d in tl1<: dbsp,xa ls the principal focus here, the m1rn1t.1ve has substantial 
\rnplic-i t:\ons for world hi;-;tory more broadly and fur modernity. 

The same gmup uf pctentid readers con be divided <1<:.con:Hng to areas of
pl'imaq 1111 dY:'>t. The hrst gcncral topic is the history nf bla"-'.1-:.: peoples, This 
voh.1,:-,,<, pn:Sents 2 hro,l<l overview of that history wherever blacks have been 

' . ,;'• J ' ' \' V j !- 'l ' J::imi ;:,r,::, n0w----··JJJ. hJnct., t 1.e hmcncas, ;- sra, r:,uropc ,1,m tne ,:, ancs-----:.mu 
the ,:,..'lnnecd,.::,rn.: of those communities to one another and to other commu­ 
nitks. The f:e,:ond general topic is world history. The story ,/ th: African 
dkspora addresses cmc-:<:s.th of humanity over the past six centuries, Th<.:' 
nvlysi:" here of the dynardcs orinteraction across the large part of the world 
in ,vhich black people have lived id,.:ntlrles a set of patterns that m.ay have 
been reore:;o.,.:nt,1t:ive in manvwavs of the world as a whole. 

A J ~ 

The third gcwn:il topic is modemity, while some debates ab..:iut the 
m;r;i;.::n>.:·,us birth ,ffd the spechd nature ofthe modern world arc couched in 
<,b::<urc acdemic hngu;,g,:.:, thi1:, topic b important to all who wish to under­ 
stand the African d\nspora, Modernity ls the condition of life today and in 
the recent past>···,, condition ti Fed with triumphs, complexities, and disas­ 
i(TS in indu::o.try, science, gnvcrnment, ;:md communication, bringing pmg­ 
rf'Sb,, oppression, C8.pirnHsm, and inequaliry, Modernity is a condition that 
ls d<:'eply fdt and almost universally experienced, Too often, however, It is 
denned 11::i.rruNly and th:n explained in such a fashion as to exclude black 
pc,,pk from lL Modernity is the overall ethos of the i.nudcrn world, in eco­ 
nornic, social, cuirural. and otner realms; it is an cxhi.laratlng but difficult 

/ c,i nnrjon. The experience ,A' modernity is unmistakable, '.rnd it is conveyed in 
:~onp; :rnd lit:en.\ture in every k.n.guagc The explanation of modernity, how­ 
,,vc, is open to qccst lon. Sorne e;{planations treat modernity as a break from 

the pa:<, achieved by J few: this approach cmph:.1sizt>s the unique hsights 
and aC'<..\)mpHshmcnts s:/ g,cnhis snd privilege and divid,.:s th,: world into th,: 
rraditional and the modern. Other explanations cmp1wsizc the continuity 
of recent rimes with the more distant past snd argu,::• that the modern '>WHld 

'NJ$ constructed through the effurts and interactions of many; such exp km a-· 
rions divide the world into the masses ,md r.hc elite and treat the elite as the 
beneficiaries but nm nccessari lv rhc crentorf: of rnodemirv. 

A/ / 

l propose 8.n interactive view ,::-,f rn,mkrnit'f, M reveal the important pkct~ 
of black pcopk in C(Yistrucrion of the modern v:orld, ;\-Iyvinv contt%ts with 
the leading sociologkd interpretations of modernity ,md the knd'.cg b[s­ 
todn:i l ink'rprctations of the modern ,vorld, which con.sign Africa :ind thJ 
,.t,Jrkan dia:;o.pnro to the footnotcs,' These interprerntlons virtually leave 
Africws, the African diaspora, slavery, rJetc, and em:mdpatlon out of their 
interpret m iorcq ------not simply because of ;-e;c;pe<:r fonraditiond lntcq:irctath:·,n 
,,ir disregard f'nr bbck history but as :o, risuk uf Gmvs in their h\stoticnI logic. 
They give too much an,.:ntion to sodeties, nx::ions, kingdoms, cmpirt'S, and 
,,rlxm centers, and not enough atknthm tc dfaspr,r::is,. networks, ml:<e;-;, bin· 
terbnd;;, and exch,mges on th,:• roads between center,;_ Despite the dym.m­ 
ks of the '1-vc,rld oi:' wday, t:.he static vwrship or cemral places stitl reigns 
,;uprenw in th,: academic concept:m,li.zatkm of society, Only 1.vhen conncc-­ 
rive appro,1ehes to the past are given analyth::ai p,dtyvlith central places and 
ruling das:,cs \Vil1 ,vc have J history of thc past and ,m understanding of our 
present th;;.tacknowlcdg(:,; the sets of all ouran.ccstors in s:rcatingonn.vorld. 
In short, to appreciate the history ofthc modern world, we need to trcit dia~ 
,:,pnrns with the .same imp<wtw,ce as m:itions, 

Many sknled writers on the bhck '<vorld zkcfa,e to celebrate moder­ 
nity, focnsi ng critkdly on the negative ,i;;p,xts of global tnmsformnion as 
rd:kctcd [n enslavement, rnddl discrirnirw.tion,. and cuiturd depriv:1r.ion." 
Their com:,,,rns srt> appropriate, as ths::se an: the stork~: that ar,::, usually mar­ 
ginalized in iJK kading \nttTpn.:t8.tions of modernity Yet the s<1.rric storks, 
;c;ccn from another angk, reveal bhck achievements in. education, u.iltural 
production, and political lcadership. The cxpt>ricnce ofblnck people i5 cen · 
tral to u ndcrst:mding the achievements and missteps that continue to shape 
mod,.:rnity, But understanding rnod,:rnity means a.ddressing th.:· choh::e of 
whether the modern world is conskkred to be uniquely cornplex-eut off 
from the tradlt:ional psi't and from thosc v:ho Hvc to,fay in a world of th,::• 
p,:ist ~or whcthcr it is seen ,:is :moth('r stage in our evolving hisw1~;- ln these 
p~tges, life under the condition of mrnkrnif.y is seen as widely shared and 
sharplydlffercnr from the times before, yet it is rhxl to those enrlicrtimcs by
a mi1Uon strands of continuity, evolutionary change, strlfo, and dcstrnction. 
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Tb.' ,:.dvent of mod,.Tnit:y ····'which involved triumphs :md arguably ,mbcar­ 
abk c<:ss!>- •···<:,mnnt be ,KC\.m,t,.+y understood or imaginativeJy and comprc­ 
hcnsivd.y s::ngaged \Vithom ;:, n>-;:mndbk narration or th<:: role played in its 
mA<.i ng by African people:, 1r;d the A.frkan continent as J whole. 

The key elemcnr of the book's org,mization involve!'. trering Afric:.1 ind 
the Africnn dh:upon:i ,J.::'- J \Vh>lc. Rathcrfrnm break the 1,vorld ofhhwk penple 
into hx:iil1.x'd regions ,md. study each one individually, tbs volume cncom­ 
p:nses k.rgc areas of the bh.K'k world ind emphasizes ccrmections and inter­ 
,Ktk,,s ~<,-,ong them. Th(; r:'1:tpters are org<mized dm:mc,logicaI1y rather than 
r,:gh--,rnlly, ,md each dwpter contrives to address most areas cf the bhck 
v,-,:,,-ld. h:Jor<:' precisely, tht analysis treats the AJrkan cm1tinent-its many 

. i , " 'l " "f' l . . l " t· f<-';;1on;; m-L nw "'cu, . .s ct res ;; c~-us cqua m. importance tut ::c ua:sp'--,n-' o 
!\fi'ksns overseas. A~, 'A'ill tw m:gw,>d in the chapters to come, tlw dynamics, 
emf kt'.' .. ::md discoveries of the .-\ fric::in continent have been ,y., n par wirh 
!b,rc , /' t: he Am,,rka.:-o. ,<,d the Old 'Wor1 d dhspora .. 

Tb:· interpretation ::::ust,,im.: five themes throughuut the huok The 
!'lr:,t thc'nk, Lnccrnptssing the others, Ls the connections that held together 
the .-\ fricrm di:J:SjY>rn rs :.; glob.11 rommun\,y of murua l identification. 'Th:.'. 
1Yma.ining, more spe<.::ilk themes arc th<: discourse on race, the chang,s in 
cc<u,xrk lifo, dw patterns lite, and the evolution of popular cul­ 
WA', Thvx fin: themes, t:xp'.orcd through :St:<Jt1t'nti:Jl crupto:s, ,m' braided 
tq:.>:hc( w show the ch:.mging di.,,rnct,:r of the social struggles tbu: dnmi~ 
rntcd c,d, successive p,:rlod nf history throughout the African dbsporn 
frc,r:·: i ::::~ :·o ;1c~r~c~ 

The cover illustrJtion, Rom;,.uy, B0an,_i.(,n's Shc-ba (1970), Jntkipates sev­ 
en,.J of the themes ,,f thb book Bearden's collage. a decidedly modem work 
in \rs frvm, r,:snn0tcs wit h the heritage of the ages. The queen's dignity····· her 
'lhk w dK 'Nd fore of her communitywwwoffon, a vision of leadership viewed 
fy,,-,,rnb]y on tht African continent J.nd in the New \Vorld dhspora, The image 
' ' . ,,, '! . . ' ' . . '!- ':.11\0 ,:voKcs notions ot m::,i.,.y; culture, contmurty, an(1 visions or me future. 
F~trthe. since tb: biblinl Sh:h, is often linked not onlv to the Nile \/alkv , .,' "

but to Saba in South Ax:,bb,. this I\0w \Vorld im:1ge makes a Enk to thl.'' ()id 
\Vndd d\aq,ora as v:<:.'ll as ,ht' African continenr. in this and other illusrra­ 
ti,._;,,,. in tlw book, r have sought to present works and i.mnger, created by
bbck pz:q)],.;:., h ..:u:oin ct,scs, c:-:.pt'Cit11'.y in rhaptn 2., ·1 havf selected. views 
er' di:.ii,pun hh.dks CJYuts:d by pq:-,pk outside their community, Otherwise, T 
h:rvtc giver, priority to bmiges conveying int,:rpreti.ve :;t,-n:cment;;. from black 

h\1,t0ry at the ]oz:al ieve\-tn hear an ,u-gumern: thn the histories of North 
America, South Aml.'Tk,,, southern Afrka, \Vest Afrka, th(' Ot:tom0.n Empire, 
and fndi<l ,.::ould ht sub;;tantfally similar. 'frt, in the mid-nineteenth o/ntury, 
sfav('.ry 1.vos under ntt0.ck in al1 of these arc;;.s J.nd, akmgwith this remmd-· 
;;tion of slaV(',-y, rnnner d:.Nes vven: rising to pc,sitlons of responsibilL:y in 
government. In addition, at rbe opening ofthe t\vcmkth century, while slav .. 
eryv,ras abolished ,x nearly so, mwvforms ofd.b<.::dmination •····ag:,dn., in all of 
thci;c rep-ions of' the \\'<)rld ------hr.d remvwd almost aL bhck pcopk frorn those 
pc:sitkns of r..:,sponsibHlty in government. Thi::-: is just one nf the many stf'ik .. 
ing historh:al pan:illeh throughout rhc black world that a,vait dii~c,,vcry. 

In ,,ssemhling this stury of th>:' global intt'rnctions nnd dwnges in the 
t.'XPl.'Tkn<'C of black peopk, r hnv0 be,~n guidi.xl by scrne big qu,:,;;tion:::, about 
th'--' past ,md th,:, future First, the pa~,r: 

\A/hy did world. s'lavery grow to such an extent in the modern aa? 
VFhat ha-A: bu.:n the social comribJJtions ofblad t:'ommuniti,:s? 
Ho-,N did blad; commtrnities creme ,heir cdturnI advances? 

Th<:tc Jn: ansvlt:rS to these queries, but they cr.nnot bl.'' compressed im:o J. 
multipk-,:hoic>:' test. Th0 chapt(•r::; :-iheod take up the St'trch for :.mswcrs in 
many ways, 

At th0 s,1me rims::, lnoking ,1head is ,:qnally important in motiwn:ing our 
study of hist,>ry, So hrTf are somt' big questions aht)ut the foture th,,t h1ve 
infuenrcd the organ1zation of this book: 

WJJ soci;;l equdity ever bv possih i ,:? 
Should reparations he grnntt:d for pa,< injustice? 
\-Vm racism end? 
Wh,H is the future ,,fhb,.:+ idcntl ty? 

P<<'(lk ?.bnut their wcrld. 
i bdkw thrt so,,,e n:morhib\e ;:mtterns of the p,k-t emerge from :study·· 

l nf hir, <1ry ar this scale 1 t ,l'>1y seem :mrprbi ng-to readers uss::d to studying 

These qucstk,n,,, l)k(, thns0 nbom the pa:E, lie just beneath the surface nf the 
,wn-ativc and an,ilysfr in rhc chapter::; w come In the epiloguc, 1 return w 
th,:n1 r.nd offer my responses. 

This bor>k focusu.; on the drama, the transfr;,rmadon, the ,:1gony, and the 
tl.''lh.'wal in the lives (,f Africans at home ;;nd abrnad., Further, the bc,ok dem-­ 
on:;tmte:~ that the African di::isporn-a vast dispersal ofbhtck people Jt:rosr 
the Afrkan continent, the Anwrkns, th,: Furopc:m and Asi::in contin('nt~. 
and the \sbnds nfthc gn.:,lt scas---add.s lip to,, large and n.:prescnutlve part 
of the human popuhtion, and its ac:ivitks add up ro a brgc pan ofhum:rn 
history. This swry or African cxperknces confirms the lntuconrK·ctlons 
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tL?.t h::iv< tinkcd human popuh:ions <LTnss the world, Tmdngthoi,c o;pcri­ 
tYWcii r.<ros,, tirnc rcveaL; that the issu,.:s of wJay-modcrnity, democracy, 
~2qu,~-d.it)•\ progt<:s:;.:wwwha''<'·c been fought over in dlff<:t\.~nt tV~Jys GV(T rime. These 
p.ci.sr <:rnt;r>>; w\.',\: not sirnply :-in:h:1k bt,n:lc~:,, however. ()n the contrary, 
th,,/, ,:,:<:abiished patterns tbs: continue to influence many a:,p('Cts uf lifr in 
the i>"<:'SCnt world. 
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,r,,·jtcd ,-,spnn:c:es tz, dniits unndiv1dntl , .. .hapters: the d(pnrtrncnt ofhisrory 
1: th< Un\vcrs1ty c,f the West lndic::, SL Auµustln<.:\ f'r\:-1i,fad (v<lith spe-:.:lal 
thLks t, . .-, d'-·partm,.~nt chdr Brbsky S,mrnroo ond to Bridget Breer.on anJ 
CJ.x.:,di~,s Fcg,>;); d:c Jepartrnent dhlstoryand an:k.,eol0gy ofth(' Univer­ 
,;ity of the \Vert Indies, h.-StH1s1, Jam1.ko (with spcci?.l thanks to department 
eh:frr Swithin \Vilmut '.ind to Gltn Rkb,1rds); the deparnn<.:·11t of Afriun 
«.nd Afrksn--/\mcrican Stu,Ees at Harvard University (with spcchl thanks 
t,, Ernrrurn:c1 Aky,:-ampo,,g, Evcly11 Fmc,ks Higginb:,tham, :m-3 f--1<:,my Louis 

::wd :Ls: ,;J,ep;ntrncnt ofhistury ,,t the Uuiversitv of Pittsburgh (with 
t h:1 n ks to /tkjardrn de 1:1 F'..k'JYCC, C:t:,.:vge Reid Andrews. Seymour Drescher, 
;i_nd VIa:\:u::; Rcd.i.ku:\ Kim Ahm Pederson cd\ted. ,rnd commented nn the 
icU'.h.h<.:l'lptwith '" lcvd ,)f :,1<UJ :rnd ir>,igbt l hive come to dcpt'nd ,::,n_ 

rn add\tinc1, i ,.::ff;::r rny <.b.;•p ,,ppre,:fo.ticn to Su:-mn hl::mn.i.n;;, my cornpan- 
h,r in v>!hos,~, \VJ.rrnth :rnd gn1<.:>rosi.ty have provided. the appn:rpdatc mix 
,>f' t:d.i.mk'SS and '-'xdt t:·nKTt, criti.qt1t' and reassurance, 

The African Diaspora 



Diaspora 

<; trt \~?..~!le;-; Connections 

('Opk of sub-Saharan Afric2 have mign,tcd, in wave after wave. to 
nth er regions of the world. The ln itid movcmenr:-:;••····be6'inning sev­ 
enry thousand years ago••··-involved settlement of the Old 'World 

tropics; this was followed by occupation of Eurasia, (J.::cani:J, and. the Arncri­ 
,,;as . In the fast few millennia, as societies and civilizations gn'\V up thn:·,u,sh·· 
om the world, /\fricans rnvc continued to migrate and seule overseas. For 
th<2 bkck people of sub-Sarnr:n AfricJ, this "sunburst" of settlement beyond 
their homeland has brought particularly close l in b,ges to Egypt, other parts 
<if'I\iorrh Afrk:a, and Ambia. Further settlements across the waters of the 
Indian Ocean, :he f,kditernmean Sea, and the Atlantic OceJn brought Afri ·
c,m settlers to Asia, Europe, and th<.:< Americas, it b;:, sad rcalirythar, from the 
i'ifh:cnth thruugh th< nineteenth centuries, most African migrams beyond 
the continent were fr·,rced to travel and to serve as slaves, But in slavery and 
in freedom, African mignrnts ;:md their descendants made their mark Cul­ 
rure and commerce haw tkr,,vcd stt::'udHy and. tics of personal at tachrnent 
have been established and maintained arnong the regions of Africa and th:' 
Afrk?n diaspora. In the twenty-first ('cntury, those earlier migrations and 
cultura.J interactions nf rwopl<2 of African descent retain a.:o, much significance 
8-$ C\JCf~ 

This volume narrates 11-w last six centuries of connections Jmong black 
p<oplc in A.frko and throughout overseas n:gions :1nd provides some 
bad;ground on earlier times. lt is a complex tale of s.::u)rnn1J development, 
enslavement, colonization, struggk,s fnr liht'ration, and construction of 
modem society and ldentiry, At the same time, this work poses 2,nJ :mcrnpts 
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u; dd ress some of the imporu:i nt questions t h:-n: st ill face Ui{ ;,;s J n>dt of the 
>frL>.n dLrnpora. Th: ,:n:dytkd fo:i,.,.,.cwork th",t :,hq)cs the ,:hrnnohigknl 
n(}rr~:n h:c: presc:.1t{__~d h<:r<.~ relies on five c<~nt rrd therncs~ d.hi:-:;pi_:Jra and it3 ~()n-­ 
nc-:s:i,,ns .. tht dhvmrse on race, , .. -conornic trJ.nsform,tdons, i:'::.snily lifr, ;:md 
~·1.Ju.,1-;,1 l prnd ucrion,

Diaspora 

'Che ,mdlysis of d\:,,,pcr,rs---tlw n:d&,T<1don:c; thx.: brought them about ond the 
dyrnmks nfth>;<• disptr:<'d u:,mmu.1ities-has bc-.:..:-,me J signinc:rnt topic 
>, th(• work-:>f Lis;:od:::ins, ~nddugisr~;, and other s-,:hc,hrs.' Social scicmisrs 
rnd:/y lhC r.h:' h:rrn "dbspnr;:\'' w refer to rnignm.tr who ·,<ttk in distant lands 
y,.J produ,:,,:• new µ;tn"'r:1tkms. dl th(' whil,: ma.lmdning ti<:'s of dfei:tion with 
.:md rn::d-;:ing occn,.ion:11 visi ,T tu e:xh orner mid tbel r homeland. The diaspora 
ol'/1.frl;.:?.ns rnb.'s i1s pbce alongside the db,:;poras of Chinese, South Asians, 
Jc,,1,'s .. Armcni.ms, Irid1, :::ind rmmy other ethnic or rc:gh:·,nal grcupings. Dia­
spsas cm b,~, hr&:"' or sm:JL the Jumotcm diaspon:l. Iles within the African 
d\:g:pcr::; th,;.' F\ilcsUnh.m dia:,pon, within the hrgcr Ar:.1b dLrnpora, Thcy ,w<· 
n<w ::,nd oLL 1V1c,r<: thsn two thnwmnd yeors ;;,go, for example, n Fulyn1:shm 
db,:pYr:, bunched th:: settL'mc:nt ofmany central Fad:hc hh:wds, 

-··Dbbpnrn'' b Jn nnd.cm. !•:rm, L,np; ust:d almost exclusrvely ln reference 
t,., the dispersion d Jcv,i:"h ;:;c,:;pk a.rnund ! h,,:, world. An int<:rtsting hist or; 
<' ::Le term ~Nnes out cf the diffnskm <:'.' Jewish tnd (}red:.. populnti-:)ni, in 
rh· ::nckn, v,·orld. Fn·,rn the tirnc nf' the Bsbylonian ,;·n pt lvity, J,..'ws h,1<l bc<:n 
divickd bct\v,;,cn their P?k:,tinLin homdtnd and Rrbylonla .. and :1ftcr they 
v,,_:rc f'n.:,<'-'d from enslavcrncnt in Babylon they sprt'Jd from Tvksop()tarnhl 
w the bledi.t<.:'rr?ncu, f;h,:ircs, Jev:ish populations held onto their rchg\on, 
bA r.cm:L.:d to ernbr:.ic<' rte lncal bngu0gt.'', F\ir insrance. n,;my ;tdopted 
(>,:d,, ::md thv.:o, lt wo,.; :-1-nt th"' Grcck--~;y;,,,,aklng .kws ofAkxandria, the gr,:at 
o,nmk'l',,;b] city of the Ef::::·ptb,,. coast, d,:cid:::d in tough1y 1cc scr; to sup­
p,:n a rransktic,, cf the Hdrrew Bihk into Gn:ek. This translation, tlw Sep-­ 
Hl:.t:J,inr. us,:d the Grt•ek term <•-dfasporn'" (from the sov,ing or d\i;p(:nal of 

to trnn:-;bt(' :,.:vcral Hebrew terms that ,.:lts<:rihed the :,.,;',m:cdng ,:,f 
J, .. ,1x~. mn:iii<k th,:, .kwish hnmcland, As Jews continued to scatter voluntarily 
uFi invulunttr\'.y throq;h Eurz,pe, North Africa, and Asia, the term "dfos·· 
por:; ., tr'.<Ned ;,v\th t:rKm. \Vith rht' rise s:,f Chr\stbnlty_ the Sq1rnagl m and thi: 
terr\ "di:c1sporn'' enk,vd the t.';rcck ;md L,tin vcnL:ins 1./thc Chrisfrm Bible, 

1-h,w did th:::1x'rm "dhspom"hegin rn ht'appfo:d to thc,,_•xp<·ricnce ,.:+Afri"
t>,>? Acu>rd>,~ to nvo of the founders ,.:if i\frkan dh:isp,.:m1 4udi<s, Ceoqte 

Sb.:ppt,rson and Joseph E. l-farris. the term 'Nns used and perhaps coined at 
th<:: tlmc nf Jn lntcrn:n\onal conJ~.:n,ncc on Afrk,,n history hdd nt t:hc Unlvcr • 
sit:v of Dar t'S So.foam i, l T,mzanla in ·106,;/ ln 2.n cm when African 0nd Carib,. ✓ ~· ,.

ht'Jn cournries were g:lining ind<2pendencc and -when mowrn('nts for civil 
rights in tho,,e n;1tlons and the United States brought: bhwk p<opk to th<:: 
politkd frm:front and into incrcas,:d ,:oman: \VJth one ,moth<:r, a renc\wd 
interest: ;;rcw ln tracing the hlfturic1l conrncts :,mong Africans and people 
ot'/\frkan desct'nt omskl,,;' th, cont!JwnL This ,vas also ;:i time~two dccad.,:_,s 
;;lf'ter World \:\/ar n mid. tlw subscqi.wnt creation oftlw !5tatc nf !srnd---when 
analyser, s:iF th,;.' Holocaust and of kwish history brought ati:emion to the 
Jcv/sh diaspnn ,md c.xnp;:rrisons with other migration::o,. Exptnding studies 
in African hbrory and cultun;, including the import?rKc: of slavery in the his~ 
tory nf !\frkan:c; abro;,K1, prnJ1.xed on interest in th,:_, Jewish dfaspora m,:1 logy. 
Step by step., there developed scholo.dy srndi,.'s of th,;:- Afric,m diaspora. w:,i­ 
versity •~·curses on the subject in Afrka and in the Americas, nnd a growing 
publk ,:<insdnurness of diaspora-wide comktti,:ms,-' Continuing strngglcs 
for r.hc ind<pc:ndcn,:c and dvfl rights of bhck pcziplc ( in South A.fric:1, Zin:­ 
hahw,,:•, nnd the Port·t.igtws('--lwkJ t0rdtorks of Angola, h-1,.:iznmbique, ,md 
Gnin.0-Biss:m) cncourng,:d and o,pam:fod trnnsathmtk solidarity. One frmn 
uf surh s..:il idurity v,ras the brrr,scak involv,,_'m<2nt of Cuban trO()ps in sup~ 
port of tl'k' ;\1PLA gov,,_'mment of Angola ah:cr 1.975; another w,1s the cam­ 
paign f'nr boy,:otting Somh Africm businesses led by Trans--Afrka, the U.S.­ 
hascd black lobby, 

At a culturd IcveL dbspt,rnAvidc <:orn.1r.xtiuns d,,_,vclop,~·<l in the 'Nide~ 
rprc0d adops:icm of Chanuhm Kcnte doth, hair styks involving weaving and 
hrniding. and the :;haring of nmsicnl trnditi<:·,ns from Afrkn. !'Jord1 Anwrka, 
the C1ribt.._,m1, :1nd South America, Byth<21990s, consciousness of the AfJ'i .. 
can ditsporn h:1d bccornc 1,vidc z>nough t:hnt thv term ''African dhl.spora'' 
began to be used ;:;.:ud1 mon.:' cxwnsivdy, in ,wad('mic cirdes and in bla..:k 
tom.rnunitks, As with nt:hcr aspe..:ts of African diaspora histrn~;, adoptiun 
d' th,: w.nn ''diaspora" wok pbtc not only in English. but: in Spanish, E\,nu-­
guesc, Fr<2nch, and ot:her l:rngusgcs, Then. once the term ''diasporn'· g<lined 
currcn<.:y in the study of Africans abroad, scho.l?.rs bz>gan 0pplying it to Chi-­ 
nz>sc and other migrnnt popukn:ions:1

l have chosen to orgnnhe the i~eographkd frame;,,vork ofthls study into 
thre0 great Ml'JS, which f bhel ss the African homeland., the: Oki World dias • 
pont, a.nd the Atbnrkdia,;pora (sec ,m1p 1,1\ By'?Jdcan hornehmd.'' l mean 
Sllt>Snharan Afrirn, th(• homeland frorn which black peoples have vny,1g<.?d 
in fr,,:,cdom and slavery, By "Old \'-Vorld dia:c;pura.'' I rnean aJJ the r<2giow, of 
tht: Eastern Hemisphere in whkh ::-:-ub-Sd1ornn Afric:ms ha•:1;' scttkd: North 
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interactions \Vithin the V✓orld rlB!ack People 
This initbl dimension oforn:1 lysis addresses the migrnt km,~ from Africa ro the 
Americas and elsewhere, th/ survival and development of African culture in 
dw dlaspora, coses of return rnigradon to A frica, aud the many i nstanccs of 
development :md sharing of poHtkal and cultural traditions anwng black 
peoples. More broadly, this is the study ofimerpL1y :m1ong Africa, the Atlan­ 
tk dbspnra, and the Old \VoriJ diaspora .. These demogruphk and cultural 
connections among hfock peoples form t-b</ core (~f the history we \ViU 
t race. 

··················""·----------~

M.i\? -i,, F\\Joni,<·,fthc Africnn DbTi)t:.l

Afrh:,\ westcn ond sonthwesc,:'rn Asia, Europ,;,, South Asia, and th<'.' islands 
of the J. nd.i:o1,, OccnL By "Athntk JJaspor:1;' I mean the Anwrkus n:d also 
d,/ ishndsofthcAtlam:icnrdthc mainland ot'wcstern Europti. E,,ch of these 
thns: rq;ions has lts own hs1,xy, but these hisrories arc tightly connected. 
For irwrnn<:e, Afriurn:; first ..::ame tn Eumpt' gs part of the O\d World dias­ 
p,.wa, hut as the Atbn; k sla\'t trad~:gn:,v, Afrkaw.: came to Europc,:sp,~cbllly 
\VJY cf the /\.t:lnnth;., 
in my ,:·,pinion, sonwth.ing is 1rihwd in this history by giving attenrion 

:n ,·,nc,:- u dw Africnn continent: and JJ) all the regions of black settlement 
<;uukk the c,mdnu,L S<i i propose a formal frnrrwwork for studying the 
'-"-';rld of hbck pecpk in this way; l cdl it Africa-dbspora srndks.' This is 
m1 ,,ppnnch that traces cnn necrions among the various rq;icns of the blad: 
w,xld :..ind t'n,ph?::o,izcr trK' social dvnamics nf those connections, 1 n gent'nL 
tiw :<tmbunt of African settk'm<c'nt in th(: diaspora continues to interact 
\Vi th ; b/ u.:·,nUnnit's bri,;:::ht orb. More precisely, d--d:-e, JXTi,rx:cUve on the his- 

;;( the Afrl.can diasporn explores four overlapping types of connections 
in the history of bbck p:-.1pk: u) mteractions ,,mong black commurrities at: 
honk' ?Id :;bn:>:1d, (::.; rchtion.s with hegl'mnnic powers, (3\ relations with 
un•·:\frkan communitk:,, and 01-1 the n,ixing of hlad:. and other rornmuni­ 
;:kt,, Thu,<: four dynarnk dirncnsi"ms of A.frka-diusporr, snii:h>;, explored 
,,.,.,rns,, tiw rq.Jcr::, of th;, blad, world, ,Kld up to a comprehensrvc )Yt flexible 
cmcept for :;nalyzing the broad hfawrka 1 experience oCblack peopk ,md for 
.'<tting tb.::r:- , .. :xpericnce in a b\s:¾dcr Hx:ia l cont ext, 

Relations of Black People wirh. Hegemonic Powers 

These htgemonlc powers, imposing their wills on black people, lndu,,kd 
shN'--' masters, imperial conquerors, colonial or national societies dorni­ 
natd. by propertied. elites, govcrnmcnt,bocked missionaries, and dominant 
national cultures of the twentieth century, The propertied classes- .... in th<:' 
di:1sporns of the /\s:fantk and the Old VJodd and, larer, in Afrko-not only 
dominated their slaves but mixed socfally and sexually with them, For peo­ 
ple in slavery, :i great d.en1 of their existence was conditioned bytlw mas~ 
rcrs who restricted ,rnd oppressed. them, ckmging their lives relentlessly, 
Sl milarly, peoplC' iD the African colonies of the t:wentkth century found their 
lives pressured and i:r,msf(>rmcd by the coh:inh1 powers in general and hy 
individual Europeans, This dyn:imk brought suffering, resistance, debate, 
nccomrn,.:ida.tion, :;md. lrnnginutivc innovation in response, nc,;i,<nnce to 
tht':W powers bar ocnq:>\cd rnud, c,fthe energies ofbbck people. 

Relations <':f Blacks :vilh Other Nrmhcgemmlic Racial Groups 
f.n the {)ld. '<Nodd, hla,.;ks int,;.-rncted with pee<pk of Arab, rr:;inian, Turkish, 
and Ind bn birth, c1nd with those brought as sltves from th,,;< Bbck S<:a region, 
in the ArrKTk,,,,, black <:ommunitkr inkni.<xcd witb Am<:Tindian t:umi-nu~ 
nities, Later on, bbck people in the Arnerk,,i, <1nd in /\frka imernct:cd wl(h 
immigrants from fndh., Ch[na., an.,i the imfr:, wnrkL Andino steadily growing 
n uml:wr of instarn.:t's, bhi.:k people lnterncted 'Nit h white communities t:mdcr 
<..'.Orid itions whae neither gr,.:iup was <1 nus tu- dass-- .. ·· in Rurnpt\ for insrnncc. 
Thcs,,;' community interactions c::,gcndcrt'd. new .z,tJmic groups, cnused corn­ 
pctidon fr:ir bnd and for ways to make a living, created polltkal rivalries, ,,nd 
,;'n<:mm.1:ged cultural bormwing and OCL'8Sion;:i l an ianccs, 
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Th<:.S(,< rr11xt>- in p,_;pubtfr:m ,md ,,:ulrnn: are sometimes counted as ;nn:: of 
th,: ,\frium tradi! ion: b the United States., for example, mixes '-'fbfock ind 
v/-;L,~· ,:, .. ,,-nmonly become part of the hbck community. S,m,etlnw::'. the mix 
i:, tre:::n:d t>- J category untr> it::0.,At: th:: notion ,:::,f "mestizo," common in Latin 
Arn,:dc.1- is <Ai-,.::, trcn\:d as,, socla1 order distinct from its white, black, or 
!\rn,~-rln,.Ji:tn ancestry. A.nd .S('metimes the rnixes leave the hhd, community 
Jtd j, /nth;• h'-•gcrnon.ic white "-c,rnmuni ry. as in the case of t:he ''pts:iing'' that 
h:Js tJk<.·n ph,.<c throcghout: dw African db::;purn. 1n the Old Worid dhsporn, 
in,.:lu,:Fng s,;mc!im,s in Europe, tfk' prngt'DY of blacks ::md others t,:ndcd to 
he !Tc,Hcd JS pan <:'.'the d,.:-,m;nam communiry, ''l\1Ib•:<.'s;''it should ix remcm 
h:·nxt. c:rn be of several sorts: r<.'sidentiaI mb::ing, family i(>rm,,th:m across 
rack\] Lnc, (volunrnrily and involuntarily)_ and eclectic ::,baring of cuisine, 
dn.',,~-, m usi.c. ,,,:-,d family prnc!kcr. 

H i) H 

Th· p,.< nt uf th.s history of the .\frkan dkspon:i is to sustain ,, story of an 
four dirnem,lons: the lives ,-1fb]ack communities ,,t home and abroad, their 
rcbtit,n? with l-'k)/(•rnonL< pv,vcrs (both under the hkrnn::hy of slavery and 
in ,hs; u.ncqmi.J ,..:ircw,,st'm(, .. ·s u(postcm,mdpation society), their refa.th:ms 
s>/t h ,,;s,m,mmitks of other r:rdal dc::::ignrtions, and tht' various types of rnrx­
ing nf bb.::k ;_,nd <f.:ht'r communities. The narrative shifts nmong these issues 
?nd ptw-<·sn:ca:sjondly\,r::m u1.ul.ys:s of each en, 's major interpretive ques­ 
tir,w,. Th\ ,ugh narreti vcs of socia l sit uarions but also through cultural reprc­ 
i,('nt::n-inn:, uCllfo';; eris,:•.,:; and disasters, this volume bahnwes the d\fr,;;rcm:(:s 
:ind riv l inkagts 2cmong thcs;• four dimensions nf the unfoldbg narrnt ive of 
the Afrk::m d.i.Bspor'.-L The Afrium cnmincm appears n,:it only :;;s ancestral 
h,-,md:.m-J hut ,u a rcgkm developing and pnrticipatlng in glob;d proccssrs 
Jt ,,,vuy sL,re. The ,_•xploidv,~· actions of slave masters and corporate hierar 
cLk,; ;;ppcir ;.,s ?. mrjor for,y in history .. but so do the linhiges among black 
c,:,rr,rn.nnltics, The tale of an cmbatrlcd but highly ac:,.implished African- 
1\rnnkan cornmunitytn th< Unitt<d 8tnt1::;:;. unfolds rhroughou; the narrative, 
but i,:; d.o the ,.ixpcricnn>- of black curnrnu.nides in Br;:,zil, Britain, and lnda. 
Th· /kfrirnn b(•rirnfP :';i·1QwS itself not only able to retain old nnditions but 
;_,}~o rn innov~iu::- and in:orporatc new practices through mixing, intermar- 

r.hig,.\ and cuku.niJ exchnng(• ofbbs.:k:; with whites, Native Americans, Arabs, 
and Snuth Asbn.s, 

My interprotation, organized around these tour priorities, differs from 
other well-known interpretations 0f the Afrk,m diaspora ,md lts past. TJ-w 
diffr:.ren:e com(:s p,m:ly because of interpretive disagreenwms 1 rnve with 
other ,mthors, but mostly because this bock is set :H a ,,,.,.ider scale than previ­ 
ous works. One such m,1jor intcrprerntion is N"roffnfrici(r, by Mokfi Kett' 
A.;,nme. Hi:, work. which galnd wide nnention with its second, expanded 
edition in 1938, linked today's Afrkan"_Ame:rican pnpulation to its A.fricnn 
heritage.' Dr. !\snnw put forth ''Afrocf•ntridty'' a.s a philosophy and program 
fr< social dwnge, and he conn,;:.cted it in pan:kubr to traditions of ancient 
Egypt ond tn VJc:st African traditions of the nirn}tecnth cenmry, His imcr­ 
pretation dld not :;ay much about slovery 2,nd emandpntion in Africa and 
ov1,rst'u~,, :::ind it made only brk·t" reforcncc to the Africnn di as porn in Europe, 
Latin Am,;:.rica, or the Tndian Ocean. The Afrocemrkity ,:ipproad, focused 
on building pride in African--/\rnerkan communities but stopped short of 
,m;:1iydng intcn,.::tion and transfrffn.,mion. Asante's emphasis was therefor(• 
mure on me(• than nn commtmity, more on heritage th,m. on exchange, nnd 
more on unity than on variety 

Another nujor interpretation fn<-'ttses on '·'the Black Atlantic,'' 2 term that 
devdoped in the i99os to describe \.\'id,:spr,:•ud connections among black 
pf•opk, This phrase, popularized by the black British sociologist Paul Gilroy 
in his :1993 book of the same nnme, gained wide Jttention 0:s a descriptor of 
literary culn.ne:' The diffor,/nce is one nf emphasis, hut it is on important 
difference. The ''i\.frkan diaspora'' refers lnhfally to the world ofbla:k peo­ 
pk:. The Bfack Athmtic, in comn,st, focuses primarily on th.:· lnt<Taction of 
black people and white people in the North Ath:mtk, ft emphasizes bfa<'.k:s 
os o mkwrityand often a rnbjt::ct popula;;ion in an Atbntk world domlnawd 
by Europenns. \:Vithin that frnrn(:Vlork, it argues that black pt·oplc created 2, 
"counterculture of mndernh:y, '' a Bet of cultural contributions that expressed 
their particuhff r<c':Sponsc to the challenges ofrnodernity and hod a subsrnn-­ 
ti.ul. creative effr:ct on "Vv'estcrn culture'' rs a whole, From a time perspective, 
,rnnlysis within the Bbck AJantk focus is rcstrkted to post:em,mcipation 
so<:iety, whik the Afiican-dhsporn focus employed her(• indrn:k;:;, not only 
the ti mes .since em,mdpadon brn: abo the previous era of A.thntk shivery, 
and even the tim(•s be tore the large-srnk <nslavenwnt of Africans. Tht, per­ 
spectives of Hhck Athnt.ic a.nd Atikrn diaspora thus ovt,rbp substantially, 
but they also retain distinctions so signifkam th?t they should not be con­ 
fu;;ed with end, od-Kr. ((n fact. both tht' terms "African diaspora'' and ''Black 
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AtLm th::" have been given somewhat ditfcrcnt m,,:,anings by other /uthon, so 
tlw n>d<:'l' :;hould review r.h,,' meanh,g uL:bese terms in each text-) 

l n The lb.d: Atlantic, GU.n·,y fi<:rrdy cdtiqud ''esscn.ti,1Jists," his tern for
d,;;,w:who :./firmed that th,_, hlas:k p?:",t consisted ,::,f t.mchucgingAfrkan rnuts. 
He ,_.;:je,,:tcd Afrocentric rnyrhs p;:cralle\ing '·'oricntdirm''-cs:--<:ntiafo:,:d 
J\m;p<::<·, vinv,, uf the J\/iddk Last- which h::id previously come under 
;Jt:Id< bytb:.- Palcstinb.n-b::,m writer Edward S,,id."' G\lt\;y'> critique dearly 
,:::--:r,J,dcd t ,:·, the wridqy.: ofAs,1,nr.e, wh(i ph .. 'ture<l ;m autonomous blm:k Arner­ 
lc1r, community ,md tracci it Lo Afrk,i., though not in grent lktal1. GlJn:,y 
dKD irgth>:l thi,t this essentialist view ufbfock L'.kntity and ci l ture remained 
b:k-d in debate with a. ,:<mtrasting ''antk•sst'ndaHsrn," 1°-'k c:,;_pfo\ncd anti­ 
<:S:5<:'ntb/brn '-b a sorr nf plu raHsm tku dcv:rni,t rucrs blJckrk'SS yet f<1ib short 
ln c:<pblnlngthe ?ppcd Qfhbd< popubr culture, ond he ilh.:,stnttcd this out· 
lo, ,k wid, the writi ng:3 of ,,ovd bt Rich.mi \\hight, Giln·,~: offr'n'd, ;,s his own 
ro<tior, ::rn '';rnti-rnti-u;i,emialism'·· ~rnphasi,-;ing that ''rncbJizcd subjcc­ 
tlvir/'' ro;,lits from the exercise of power in hlsrnry/ in prindplc. Gilroy 
tl1in11~. a hist,,dcnl nithu thi:rn irn esscnrialist or pluralist appn:ms::h to frw
<:uns,JLKtion of bb.d:. culture. 1n pr;Jc:icc, \n declining to ;,mllyze the (bys 
be( ,n__, crnni.dpatkm, C\h;y lrnp1kby treats th<: Afric:,rn past as h1.t:hng in 
v:i\uc. t)n the orher hand, sh,,ply w criticize Gilroy for his short time frame 
'.Y1'5 1\i>rth Atlantic fo,:us docs not in. itsd t provide a dym.,mk lm:erpn:tntion 

this long and broad historical path, As my int::.rpr,,:,tation, 'i-"!ith its vision of 
Afrkn-diasporn studies. takes its place dongsidc others, 1 hope readers will 
rc,call two aspects df my aq;wncnt: ( l) the development oflocdized regkms 
und social groups in interaction with one another, and (1) the continuing 
c,,ntrnlity of the African continent and its societies, along wirh the sunburst 
efii:s rnigrnm:s, in the affairs of the world r,s a whole 

oft he pas;: ofbh:k peopks. 
in ::t study of "th.: rmi.idng of the Atlantic world," a th\rd author. John 

Tb>rntcn. chos(' to cm pLmc:ize the x6cncy of African clin:s, mwing now they 
made th<:ir WW/ in th: new Atlantic world hy sdli11g i:.tt, shvery the subordi­ 
n:rt':-', they c,w.trn11,:d.:') This i ntn-prct1.r.\on, however, left the African n1<1.::o.s1s 
<5'<'ntinllyv,:it hon "gvn,.:y, at kast ucdl theyreachcd rh<..• A:nukas. 

Each oft hese htt:rr,rdatkms provides rcassuran. .. "'-' fix thi. -se s<'eking to 
lns:t.r.e d's active ;:rnd cteorivc ruk for hla.d: peopk> in the pa::o.t. tn all, how 
,:sJ:r. Afrk::i ·s pla<:e in th .. : d,:vdoping <lim,pom b vaguc ::ind p:neral rather 
than ;;pcdhc and curr,:m: Gllrc,y identifies fournfation1l ,.vork by h1ack cre­ 
?.tivc tigurcs in rn emersingtr:emsnarional rulrnreofpostcrnancip:nlondoys; 
Thwnt ,>n attrlbut,,>; ag.:,ncy tn slavc-markejng Afrium politk<d dit,:'5 in the 
n1rly years of trnnsnhrntk t'nslavemen; /\~;ante pon:rnys Afrlnm-Arrwrican 
pupd,1tlons % az:dng out the patterns of ::heir d,:.'cp AJrkan hc:ritage, These 
hn:rpretadons addr<..'SS kirge areas ,lthc p:1cst, yet c?ch author worh:d withln 
k,urd~wks that cxdnd,~, from discussion impornnt ('>-:perlencl:"s of black 
p,:upk c/ J\frica ,m<l the dhspora. l argue dmt it b :.ot tws::css,ffy to leave out 
, h: ,;1th er p::ins of the stcry_ Cnnsidt'rlng the whok of Africa and the dfaspora 
at ,in.<:c rcq ui1YS extn,. dY: ,n, but iris L'nsl.hk :md c:H1 hrbµ: a de,ircr vkv, uf 

''Connection" is used as a t<xhnkd tYrm in i:hi:'-> volume ro <..'11SmT that 
rvnders n,:wc the variety and comple,,ity of historical imeracti,.:ins .. The Afri­ 
can diaspora sustsin,,:,J itseW :::ind renewed iti;df HS a broad community of 
shared identity through connections arrn>ng individuals :::ind local communi­ 
ties, Africa and the African diaspora provide 2 gcogr.1phic and sodal spanc 
\vith[n 1;vhkh numerous demems snd pehxmalitles rwve interacted, serving 
to un[tc bm also to tn:msform the patterns of the ',.vhok. Too often, ~,lmpUfied 
arniyscs have idcntihed one -vrsy movements from A.ftirn w the Arnericas (as 
ensluwd and displaced Africans brought thdr culture ,on-1.d labor pu,ve.r w the 
Americas), one-way domination of black ptx,plc by sbvc masters or colonial 
governors, or one-,vay influences ofmod>:Tn American hbck cultural l.n1d>:TS 
on Afrk',L Inst<:ad. i hope that :rn elabonitcd notion of connections will make 
it caskr to identify the many types of coma<:ts o.mong region;;, penpk, or sit-· 
u:-itions.'' Th:se can be one-way or tv/0-1-vay cnnncctions b<:.tv,een any po.Ir of 
situ:.1tions, and these connections b<:'.conw more complex as one ,:nnsidcrs 
tnorc situntkms. In the h btory of Africa m,d the African diaspora, th~ 6-rent 
dLnances and th: restrictions of enslavement and colonial rnk meam that 
many conts1rts v,ere inhibited. In thnt samt: history, a:::. vw w-Hl see, conta<:ts 
among dispersed peopk ofAfrk,m ,mce.stry were tbn ren<.'wed in t\.'nurk­
ablew,iys, 

The tnmsatlamic slave trnde, linking the situations of\.Vcst .Africa and 
the Caribbean, can be interpret,:d ,ls n onc--,v:iy or a two-way connection, 
A;; ,1 nn<..'~,vay -u:mni2ction, nn<..' can interpret dw slave trade ns the influ<..'nce 
of West Afrkan slaves on the Caribhnrn (the contribution nf th,:,ir bbor 
and the cthxts of their culture), combined ,xtth th,/ assumption (_prob~ 
ably implicit) that Africa experienced no change as 3 rn;ult of slave trade, 
\/icwed as a two--wny connection. the links bcn;veen the two situations o..re 
mon~ complex .. The slave trad<..' brought a great number of captive settlers to 
the Caribbean. These invduntnry .settlers interacted \Vlth Amerindians and 
Europeans :ind developed. new ci..dtures b,i.sed on their old ones .. The sirnpk.' 
fa,:t of the departure of slnve,.; changed the population ;:md. rndery in Africa. 
Tb:n the foods of the Carihbean-induding p..:'anuts, mahe, nnd rnanhx­ 
spread to V/est Africa. \Vest Afrkan cooking styles ccmtinucd to come to the 
Caribbean, and they now incbdcd ingr,:,Jients of Cariblx:an origin, Notions 



10 ❖ Dh~~rn1-n; Z>rn.tgq.h~s -tind ( ;ortn~•-..::tiz~n~ Di:1spc~n~~ t~tn.:.ggl<~ anJ. (~<>Dr1t>ct k}n~ ¢· 11 

of nv:::d hkThYhy., developed in the C::uihbean out ,,,f th' pz,pubtkm mix, 
,,prc:d to Africa. Vtl.JT<_k]y, the two rcgh:·,ns ('«Ch bc<:amc more cosmopoli­ 
,;;m and more hkn:irchh::,,l t hrongh their connection. Th is ctppn:nch reveals a 
h\:4\ ,r1ed complexity thar b very difrerent from the not kn of a one-way con­ 
,,cct"iun er "the lmpacr of \Vest /\fries nn the Caribbean." 

ind u<l<;'d ln the nuances c,f th,~ two-way example ab,,ve arc ,.vhnt may be 
c~Scd ::i departure ,ffr,-,. when: life 1n \Vest Africa ehangcd simply because 
'-'f th.e Jc,s;; nf pcopk: ,.:o enslavement, and interactions, such as the change In 
Afrknn s::uisbe c,nce peanuts :_n,d manioc arrived and th<'.' change in Carib­ 
bc:n cuisine once Arrican techniques of stews nnd marinades arrived. b 
ach..Urk~n~ one rnay contras: paraliels and divergences ~ n outcornes once situa­ 
tk,,1s are <:,'n"ectcd, For h:;;tanc<'.', the slave trade brocght c;,+·,;insion of slav­ 
sy 'r both tbc: A.nwrkas and Africo, a paraile! development. But since mon: 
,J1.,;1k:, tha.n t\:m,ib-'; 'Nent to the Americas in captivity, there arose o shortap: 
nh,,·omd, ]n the A_merka:,. while hfrlrn was left with a sh.,,in::igc of men. In 
thk: sense. the connect ion of slav<: tra<l~-:.~ brought a divergrncr between Afrlca 
;;tnd thz.❖ :\rn.cricns ... 

As l n,.H:ed earlier, this intcrprctnthm of ths: Afrkan dja~,ponJ rch:s en 
,)v,.,rLqping emphases in the history of black µeoplt'; interactions arnon6 
bb_,_:k z:omrnunirie'-i :n honis: :md abroad, their n.'1:nion:c; with hegemonic 
pcxen, their ?·,.:'1::H:ions with non-African communities, and the social ,md. 
eu\tur:il mixing nC bla<:k and other communities, TL<:: h.·,gk nnd termi nolq_:;y 
of ,:nnnections provides a framework fr,r tradng the dynnn,k:11 linking th>,,~, 
hist:<dcal groups and their situations. For instance, the intcrconnectlorss 
:i,ron:s sodal situations ere \:n,_:1\\T, by such terms nii "encounter," ''hybrid~ 

,-- '"'U'<:nlizdi,\n," ''i:\:,sion,'' ''born>\vi_ng." ''syncreti:;;m,'' ''az:cultun:itlnn," 
'':mn,--]vd," und ''resistan<:v-'' These rcrrns, though they overlap, arc ni:H sy,1- 
,;,nym:,: tb:, shndings rfnwaning scpant\ng these terms for lnts:rncti,:wt arc 
sonvdrnc'-i imporrant. F\wther, lr is sometimes helpful to dlstingui::o,h the 
dyn::;rnks of ,:nnnf•ctkins within the hbd, community (the connections 
,,,;vmg subgruups of the di:Jsporn by region, bngua;::;e, or rdigi<rn) from 
es:·,,mcctions without the community ( dt>aEng wlth hcg<.'monk powers, sla­ 
ve,:--:, ur co-workers ofa ;,:liffcr,c:nt racbl attribution) and frorn connections 
c,.:,rribining the'"-C rwo, su,:h J.S those of families sp::mning rnclal and cthnk 
!in<< Few inH,m<:(', a::, free comm unities of former slaves fonncd in the nine­
tt''-.'ct h C,;'mury en dw coasts of LlbtTi:-1 ,md Sierra Leone, these communities 
ht<:nct:cd with free block pt'opk in the 1Jnit('d. State3 and the Carfr1bcan, 
,At dw :,ame thnc, British c,::;luni;:;.! pO'N(•r and the whb>domirn_,ted United 
Sr:rcs limited the options within whkh th,:&<'. tnmsatbntk bbck com:Ku: 
:nd t:b:::,l,,.:,,>; could be ac:cd c,ut, rcstrh:dng thdr politki.l. ,md. cd.rn:::rUonal 

optioni, and thdr freedom cf movemem acros::o, the se;_,,:-;, Th,~ logic of con­ 
nections can hdp keep trnck ofth: full nmge nf dw dyn:1mks of the African 
dbsponL 

Race

Thb story of bbck p>:'oplc in the modern v:orld ackno-wkdg<'.S bu, docs not 
:,dvocate the c,::mz:ept of ''rac('," That is, rny narrative accepts as historical 
reality that the pcopks knmvn as bh,:k. Ne6ro, Eth\opfon,, African, Ham­ 
ite, ur colored (or cit:egnr[zcd by any other :such renn;:;) have been gr,.:-,upcd 
togct:h(:r under such ,::kqignations and havt\ overall, aco":pted that label­ 
ing. At th~ s;ime time, the n:::irrntivc cmphash:cs that raclal rntegorizarion i:;; 
:sodally constructed ::md w,ua l ly prejudidaL Tl-w d1.nn2,'ing interpr<:t,i.tions of 
''rnce'' thu.s become part of the story nf th(' African diaspom. 

!-\b10:st a <:entury ago. schobr and activist W. KB. Du Bois published The 
N<_Q"m ( 19,5), i\t that time, he faced. a dilemma thut remains cnn:::o-nlved, Hov.; 
does ,xre describe the shared c;,;fk'l'k'rKe of black people withom accepting 
tlw essentfolizing and invidious concept of"rnc(,''? 

Ther,c: have be,,m repeatlod d'fr)rts to discov<:r. by n_k'D5urcmcms ofvarluus 
};;nds, forrhu and moi-e dcdsiw diffr,n.:nc.:s tlYlt vtodd serve ::is r<'::il.ly sei­ 
entifo:: ddermimmts of r~K,/. Grndudly these dforts have been uhandoned._ 
Trnhy v,e re~tlize rhar rhere an: no hnrd <1nd List rndal typ,> <l.nwng men, 
R,1.cc b :;,. dynamic ,md nut a stutk concepti.on., and tht, typkd rnu:'s src 
continudly changing and devdoping, am::rlg:1m0,::ing and difforcnrbting, 
1 n i:hb little hrY,1k, 1.hen, V-ilo arc studying the history of the <lark.er psst of th? 
hum,in. family~ which i,, sqiarnted from the f<:'St of mankind by no :1bsdmc 
physJ,:,1.l 1Ine but '>Vhich n,'.'h'rthck'i;s form_s, rs :,, rml!.>s,'" sodd ;mup <lb~ 
tin ct in history, app.:-anmcc, nnd. to some extent, in spidti..lal gift, c 

D,:::o,pitc the many chnnges since Du Buis hTOt<-'', the debates pcrstsL b me-­ 
Ism dedining:' ls it g-ro\vlng? ls it rnklng rKw shapes~· Form:d prohibitions of 
rndal dis<-rimination bcc1me'<Nidcspread as the nventy-frrst centuty'open,?d, 
but racial im,qualitics still cb.arncterize income. educatJ,xr, housing, health, 
:md pohdcal par1"id.pati,::m, In E cnidal sdemific d,.:vdopn1ent, the biologi­ 
cal discoveries of t:be I ast two decades have contirmed 1,vhat Du Bois argued: 
race docs not exist as a cohr.:'tcnt reality fr:ir humans, ":let Cor this book, whkh 
trn_ccs centuries of social experience, I asscrt------ns did Du Bois ----1"he need to 
'Nrite oftbe shared historical experience of black ;:wople, 


