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- hie history of Afrivans and people of African duscent, a complex
srory i deself, Hes at the conter of the history of ol humgaity, The
wate of modernity cannot fivly be told without full atrenting 1o the
Afriean comtineny and peoples of African descent. This book recounts rhe
histery s Black people in the s sentories s
them global connee
Rather than being o history of specific regions or nations, this s a history
of the interconnections of peaple rhroughout Afrivg, the Americas, most of
Europe, snd much of Asia. The Atdantic Ocean, the Mediterranesn Sea, and
the Indlan Ocean, racher than separating people intr isofated LTOUpS, arng

seen iy

$.3 Urban Migeria by Jacol Lavronog Jad

f.2 Survivel slhum cover 307

ce 1400, as thelr world rougle

£.3 Lrardfled, by Sovdouw Kelta 308 ” o o
N ong, enshaverment, industelatizasion, and urbanizarion,

G.g Moster Mokhear Ganla 234

o

73 Cprab Windrey sod Sowth Afriean Yourh 330

i volume s fuld pachways oo and from the continenss and iglands

<

wa Rewardhoerwivh Pawdly of the Infrmoant, Karnaraka, Indla 343

where Africans have migrated and vovaged, volunta vilyand under duress, for
many centuries and up to the present day.

w3y Lafmele conlour, by Cherl Samba, 2003 351

Since this s a story of overlapping and connected lives, 1 have writken it
for an overlapping and cnnnected ser of sudiences. Most ha sivally, the bovk
Is fore those wheo seek to Inform themselves on the redationships among black
comenunities and who have an nterest in viewing the modern world with an
appreciation for the experience and outlook of proph: throughout Africa snd
the African disspora.

Dividing potential readers according 1o their redationship ro schooling, 1
will assert that, firet, vhe book lswritren for undergraduare sindents enuoun-
tering this materia] perhaps for the Brst time—students areund the world
who read in Boglish, For these studens, T hope the book will open new vis-
pas about the breadtds of connections in the historical past. If the guantity




e

i & Proface
ot Gerait i the book appears daunting et thmes, Ehope it will remind read-
howr mauch has actually oconrred i the past sad of how the student as
v Bk oy

Ez sporiar must have the confidence 1o sufect those details that heldp
top clear inurprerations of the past, S»s"omi&&*‘mak fo wriiee

seheat professinnals ot graduate and postgraduare levels who mey wish
1 Foncus i e dutall on the Inierpretive arguments ami nuanves. E-‘ﬂr rhis
Sreron, more femitiar with the concepts 1 present, Talso hope the 3&«;&

i
MEREE CUTBITILT i thes

will show the sdvintages of exploring history on a seale this broad, Thind,
che book s trnended Tor general readers from black and <
s wre interested in the devdopment of the madorn world as experienced
sy black people. The sonfliers snd transformations addres - in this hook
e i%‘sow of the real world, and [ hope readers of various backgrounds and
spione will ind the interest and the parience to erplors this hstory of
E 2, Snd oven while the Bistory of Afvicans oo the continent
s prineipal focus here, he nurvative has substantial

%12‘;&%:", ez i} MY
apsticarions forwor xi il %4;1’&”}‘3-‘*\& be‘%&é‘:"\,’ and "7“2'}:' modernite

The same grons

s gmw seqirs & hroad overview of z%:at Emmz"s w%&am W%a G kma‘” beon
srid are now—in Africs, the Americas, Asta, Burnpe, snd the ixlands-—and
the sonmeeriens of thiose communities 1o ong another and 1o other commu-
wities. The serond gereral ropie is world history. The story of th African
spors adhiresses ome-sisth of humanity over the past shy contuy fes. The
sis here of the dynamics of interaction across the large part of the world

ich hiack propls kave Hved identifies a sev of potterns thet may have
%7@22?’; ropreventaiive i many ways of the world as s whole,

The third general topiy is modernity. While some debatus about the
iracuious pirth and the special nature of the modern world are couched In
caderic languags, this topic s important to all whe wish to under-

saspora, Modernity Is the condition of life roday and in
Ahed with trivmphs, complenities, and disas-

Cig

s i industry, SIS, EVITTIREnL, 8 d communicarion, bringleg prog-
s, copinatisn, and inequality. Modernity is a condition thet
is deeply foit and alinost universally experienced. Too fien, howevay, s
defimed marvowly and then explained in such a fashion as 1o exclude black

i | . Modernity is the overall ethos of the mudern world. in eco-
b, sovial, cultural, and other realmss it is an exhilarating but difficuit

S, OPD

stuation, The cxperizncr of mudernity is unmistakable, and s cony sevend in
songs and Jrerature n ovry language. The agplonation of moderniny

vy, i open to question. Some explanations reat modernity as a brea kfrom

Pratace vt
e pust, achivved by a few this approsch emphasizes the unlgue insights

andd aceomy s‘iz»zrmnts <

of gonius and privilege and divides the world intg ?ER
rraditionat aed the modern, Orher explanations emphesize the continudty
of recent thmes with the more distant past and argue vhat the meddern workd
wik congtractod through wrts st intevactioms o many; such anplanas
vions divide the world foto the masses ared the efite and rreat the el as the
benetictaries but nov necessarily the eregrors of moderniny

propose an reractive view of maodernity, to reveal the Smpovtant place
ot Black people tnconstruetion of the modern world, My view contrasts with
the leading soviolngion! tnverpretations of modernity snd the lea

}v\«\

rorieal interpretations of the mudern world, which consign Africn o e ?E"»
2 i’f\,’ st .
AITBIRT A

avporn 1o the footnotes) These interprevations virnually leave

R YT VR W W SV 1 DN S 3 :
Africans, the Afrivan dlaspora, slavery, racn, and emancipation our of vhet
iterpretations—notsimply bevmese of respoct forreaditional interprenstion

aedisregard for Back history butes a vesuly of fievs fn thelr historieal logic,
They glve too much attention w societies, nations., kingdoms, cmpires, and
wrhan centers. and not enough attenvion o dlasporas, networks, mixes, hin-
verizndy, uad sxchanges on the rosds booween eonters. Despite the dynasm-

s of the wirdd of today, the statie worship of contral places st

relgrs
» . ~ v kil
supreme n the academic conceptualization of soclery, Only when coomen-
viveapproaches i the pestare ghven analytival parivywith central places and
ruling classes will we have a history of the

past and an understanding of our
prevent tet acknowledges the acets of ol our anvestors norssting ove world,
Inshory togy

sreciane the history of the modernoworkd. we need v reesy dia-
QA W Avh theosame %EE);)\}"E&E"‘ > g3 rationg,

My whill e to celebrate moder-
nivy, facusing orivioally on e negative aspects of global transtormation a3
reflected in enstavernent, rovial disevimination, and cultural deprivarion”
Thelr corearns are appropriate, vs those are the stories that are usually mar
inatived in the lemding In ?ez*prstemmz s of mesderndty, Yoy the same storles,

sen from another anghy, revenl black achievemens in education, vubural
jo1eN »ﬁ‘z”‘” oy, anud political lead

4 writers on the blnck world docd

ip. The experience of black people s con-
o understanding the achievernents and missteps thar continue to shape
modurnity. But understanding modirniny mesny addressing the choive of
whether the modern world is considered 10 e uniguely cmﬁnis:{mmt off
from the vradinional past and from those who Yve tday in 3 world of the
past-—or whethuy it §s scen as another stage inour {f’s’ﬁi”'&:%(-" Bistory. In these
nages, Hie under the condition of mor k

iy i soon as widely shared and
sim*;;éym wrent frov the times before, vorivis :M to those earlier times by

a rvition strands of continuity, evolstionary change, stify, and destruction,
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T nedvent of modarning--wi “a involved triumphs and

cuebly unhear
sively amd compre-

bl eostacann beacourely understood or lmag

1.,

tonstuely Cogaged without » s g"ss smx%& narration of the role plaved fn s
making by Alrican peoples and the African continent ag a whinle,

&

clement of the book’s ovganisadon Invelves weating Afvica and
‘<§?§“z{‘?‘ than break the ¢ of iack penple
Bito heoshard z’czwés:"zg"s:&: and study sach e “?Kii‘\fi{maii}f, ti“ i yoiumzs SFHIGTT
pasees boge areas of th ¢ black world and smphasizes copnections and inter-
MITHE ‘{%zezzz,‘ﬁm C?ﬁ;i‘;fz‘{f"‘& ave organised chronelogically rathaer than

v canh chaptar » adsdres 1 arcas of the black

. Blore precissdy, the analvels treats téw Africar contineni—its many
i3 and the dowils

e
AT,

Afrteans oversoes, As will e argued Int

2 chapters 1o come, the dynamics,
g §§%‘f“‘<°.¥§.i‘,5% of the African continent have been on g par with

i)

s Armwviess and the Gld WorklhHaspora,

0 iiwmm throughour the ok, The
213, 18 the connections that held together
armunity of mutual dentdBortion, The

ézaé;faz*gzsz:é:e;?;éfz>zz sugtaing iy

AT "‘i?v?’}g’”f 2 WS
pornaining, mor spovil E shemes are the disvourse on e, the cb;e:zzg:zxs in
mie Hie, the patterns of family B, and the evolution of populay cul-

mre, These five themes, ouple 33“»{5 Thron

suguential chapters, ave braided

o show the changing charactey of the suclal struggles thar doend-
natend cuch sucenssive rarhad of history throughous the Afvion daspors
fro IO RO

The cover ustrarion, Roman: Bearden’s She-by (1970}, anicipates sev-
svghof the themes of this book, Bearden’ wc{iime 'zcésmzf*siwvm
resonates with the heritage of the ages. The quesn’s dignity—hey

srn work

%zx st of by commundiy-—otfers a viston of leadorsht P viewed
‘éy@mh&&f‘rﬁcas curinentand in the Mew World dlaspors. The Image
3 nostdons of family, culture, continaity, and visions of the funure
for, since the W %x;a:w% Shabn s often Hnked not only 1o the Mile ¥alley
bt v Saba in Sourh Arabls, tiis Kew Workd image moekes & Hek o the Old
World dia he African continent. in this end other Hlustre-
: the book, | have sought w present works and bmoges oresred by
pf«*g;ésn i cortatn cases, ovpocially I chaptey 3, 1 have selectod vivws

ot Jhasporn Blacks created by pevple outside thely {:0;";3.2?3:,;:';%?}1 Othereiso, |

b g predoeity 1 b
s bt ©
i holivve that some remerkebie patterns of the past emerge fromostudy-

es conveying interprerive staroments from black

e worid,

sy an Uty soale Bmory sovm surprising—to readers used o studying

Qo3& CQ{EZ‘& i ?333;3?“’ TR 10 e &1%‘5&3?&3’2} of

BRI

higtory at the lovsl level—in hear an argumen: that the histories of North
America, Sour s“&muma sothem Afrko, Wost Africa, the Ortoman E’i;;ﬁ;g?rfs‘
EART ?zz.aézzz conihd b substantially similar, Yoo, In the midenineteenth SEBPUTS
stavery was under artack in all of these aress and, alang with thiz ra,:mnu
ation of slavery, frmer sloves were ris sing to positions of responsibilizy in

gr prore > F39% o i M« oy
soverneaent. In adstivion, at the opening of the twentieths corpury, while glav-

b &

3

erywas abholished or nes ¥y 80, new forms of darrimination — g, inallof
these regtons of the world—had removed slmost a8 b ack people from those

positions of resp S 18 fust one of the many strike

inghistorical pavallels throughout the black wor ié that awalt discoverw.

in assembling this stoey of 3 & ghobal Interactions and changes in the
erperiinee of black peoply, Thave been guided | 0y seme big questions about

thee past and the future, Pirse, the pasn

wsibilivy in govermment. Th

Eb

Wy did world slavery grow to such an extent in the modern era?
What have bean the social contributions of hlack COImUnIE
Howdid black communities croore their cultural ady AN

Thore are answors 1o these queries, bur they cannot he compressed into g
ergltiphe-cholos rest. The of rapters shead take up the search for angwers in
TTIETTY OBy,

A the same tim, looking shead 13 squally important in moivaring our
Stin

stundy of tistory. 8o here are some big guestiony ahour the fururs that have
nfiucnved the organization of this book:

Will social equality ever be possihio?

Shoukd reparatinns be grovred for past ingustice?
Wil racism end? \ )

What is the future of Black identiny?

These questivng, like thuse sbout the past, e fust beneath the surface nf the
marrative and snalysis in the chaprers 1o come, In the ¢ pilogue, { return o
them and offer my eesponses,

This baok focuses on the drama, the ransformation, the agony, and the
rewewal in the Hves M‘ Africans at home and sbrvad, Further, the hook dem-
onsrrates that the African diaspora—a vast dispersal of black prenple sorns
the African vontinent, the Amoricas, the Bu uropean and Asln continenis,
and the ilands of the groat seag——adds up tsa barge and representative part
of the human popuiation, and irs activivies sdd U IO @ large pars

o human
Bistory, This $ story of Afrioan ex periences confitms the nrerconnoerions

REL N
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riong warss the world Pracing those sxperl-
g W%?ﬁé}éfi}?f?”;‘:“i’.}', demorracy,

%":\3{ frapng }}”;E\\ $3 %’EMM;d?\' §33<3§35?
vents that the iesucs af pond

e T

[ EINAS

iy T
rorsr wrys over time These

~,

Jy arehaie battles, howevern O the conrary,
bshed pariormns *%“xs consnue W ntuence many azpects of T in

errt worid.
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cophe of sub-Saharan Afvics have migrated. in wave after wave, o
wher reglons of the world, The Inivlal movernernts—he egining so-
enty thouss i:‘fi years sgo-—involved sertlement of the Old World
tropics; this was followed by scoumx and the
vas. I the Jast few millena, as socioties and civilizations grow up through-
our the world, Afvicans have continued ro migrare and sertle overseas. For
the black people of sub-Saharan Africa, this “sunburst™ of sertlement b bavond
thely i;amuimd g brought particularky close wkages 1o Bgypr, other parts
oreh Afvics, and Arabla. Further setdemunts aoross the waters of the
insdian Ovean, the Mediterranean Sea. and the Atlaniic Qcesn brought Afd-
cansetlers to Asty, Burope, and the Americas. (tisasad realivyvhar, from the
centh through the nincteenth conturies, most African migranes monid
the continent were frrced to travel and 1o serve ge shwves. But in :32;21»»33% and
it freedom, Afvican migrnes and thelr descendents masdo thelr mark, Cul
e and commeree ave Howed steadily and ties of personal atzachment
have been established and malnimined among the regions of Africa and the
Afviean diaspora. In the twenty-first ventury, those earlier migrations snd
cultural ingeractions of peaple of Afvican descent retain as much slgnificance

B8 BT

ariors of Borasta, Ooeanis Amri-

e

This volume narrates the Tast sk venturies of conpections grmong black
vag and provides some
of cutiural development,

people v Afrien and throughour overseas
background on carlier times, It 15 2 complon t
euslavernent, colonisarion, struggles G Hhoration, and cnmsoruction of
modern soriety and identity. At the same time, this work poses and atre mprs
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inihe 3%{ VE' Suort
wbarin Slospons 1o

PALIONS.S E%z?zw‘%’“z%crﬁ&m aining tles of sffevtion with
Fraking ovessdonul v Lned, The disspora
ans takes e place ale mﬂz&e the diasporas of Chinese, South Aslans

sher ethide or veghnnal groupings. Dia-

I oo Dew g

seach other and theichos

Jowe, z*z‘e"ecr;'?:zrzs‘;x Trivh, and msny ©
s can b large or smalk the Jomaican disspora Hes within the Afticn
s falestinian dasnova within the larger Arub
10, TOF €% \}&\ a Podyre

sow and abd, Worg than twe a?’;z.su:‘«:zzzw VOO
zé%e»:gf;s"t?’z munched thy serdement of many cemyal Pact m stands.

Crbaspors” 13 an sncient hm, Tong wed elmost exclustvely in reterense
F sple around theworld, An interesting histovy

she torm comes oul of the diffuston of
oo world. Frosm the time of the Babylontan captiviny, Jows had been
e thely Palestinten homeland amd Babvlorda, and efier they
<k *'z om ensiavement i Babylon thay spread from Musoporaiiia
jewish populations hehd onto thelr religion,

‘:;w:?;d cal longuage, Bor InSEanos, msny oD

Tewigh gnd Dreck populations in

the Meditermnean
Bt they ronded wo el
s vhiat the Grock-wpeaking Jows of
¢ Bgvprion coust, docided In voughly 200 BOE 10 sup-
he Hebwew Bibhe into Greek. This rranshadon, the Sep-
“dinzpora” (from the sowing o dspersal of

2 ‘»’«: mirzzn thegroar

soverl He braw terms that o
W hmeiand, As Jows continued to seartay voluntorily
o, Noveh Africa, sind Asta, the term “diss-
«\.\ ?'E ;;{3 (3{ (

:'<:>*z§wé rhe seartertag of

stianity, vh Sepruaging and the

ian Bihig

“d%z—sspoz“* 7 zdt?zs ircok and Loatin versions of the Chrls
ww did the rerm %%“2
1o pwvo of the founders of Afvlean diaspors stadies, George

spora” begin o be applind to the oxpovience nf Al

Dasposa Strugy Asnneotinns

S?zz:p.m‘sazz az‘gd Jose pi‘ . Harris, te torm wag us

iy e fi} {»\;“&szz;"{ ey | ‘c:’”*iz*-

ed and perbaps ooined ay

wn history beld avehe Univer

era when African and Cartb-
bean countries were galning indeperdence and when movoments for civil

vights in those natioms and the Lnited States hrought black people to the
political forefront and iﬁ?:{”} ncressed conget with once snother, @ renswed

interest grow in tracing the hiswrical contacrs among Africans and people

of Afrtean descent oursidhe the continmt, Thiz was 2180 4 Hmeewo decades
after World War 11 and the subs guent cw;r%oz} of the stare of srachk—when
anzbyecs of the Holocsusy and of Jowish histe vy brought attention w vhe

Jewish diaspors snd comparisans with ather migrarions. Expand ing studies
in African history and culiare, including the | impoetance of slavery in the his-

wary o Africans abroad, produced an interest in the Jowish  dlasporannalogy.

Step by step. there developed scholarty stadies of the Afy tuan daspors, uni-
versity sourses on the sulject In Afriva and in the Americas, and 2 growing
publiv vonseiousness of diaspora-wide connectinms.’

Continuing strugglos
fire the independence and oivil vights of blach ¥ people in South Africa, Zim-
babw, and the Prrtuguese-hiold territorivs of Angela, Mozambigue, and
Cuind-Bissau) encoursged and expanded transatias

s

of such solidarity was the lorge-ge

i golidarivy. One form
invelvemers of Cukan troops in sup-
port of the MPLA gov *mmu*zt of Ar sg, sle after 1y another was the cam-
paign fur boyeorting Souch Afvican husinesses led ! oy Trans-Africa, the 118~
r.s:;ssed black E(;h%:ﬁ:

P

# cultural level, diasporp-wide connections developed in the wide-
g‘“:%é adoprion of Ghanglan Kente cloth, hab styles tavolving weaving and

braiding, and vhe shaving of musteal tradivioes from Afriea, North America,

the Caeibboan, amd Suuth America. 8y the 19908, ronsciousness of the Af-
can disspora had become wide enough that the rerm “African

2 o+H] car diaspora”
began 1o be used much mors extensively, in scademic circles and in biack

communities, As with ather aspeats of African disspora History, aduption
rauk place not only tn English, but in Spanish, Portu-
guese, French, and other languages. Then, once the term “disspors”

W

af the rerm “dinspora”

gained
cusreney in the study of Africans abroed, scholars began applying o Ohi
neseand other migrang gopuimzx_nm;*

{ have chosen t organise the

geographival famework of this study into
three great arcas. which T label us vhe Africen homeland. the Qid World dias.

pors, and the Athantic disspora (see map 110, By “African homeland,” | mean
sub-Suharan Africa. the homeland from which Mack proptes have vovaged
i freedom and slavery, By *Ohl World diaspura,
The Bagt

71 erean sl the regions of
erne Hemisphere in which sub-Sehoran Africens hove sertlod: Nosth
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may iy Roglons of the Afvioan Dlaspors

2

AFriea, western and sonthweslugn Asta, Burope, South Asta,and the islands
of the Indian Gcean, By ’iz; wic dhaspora,” Tmean the Amorices and alsi

~

rhe ishards of The Atlantic and the mudndand of western Burops, Bachof these

oy are vghtly connected,
For rptance, Afvbang Brop come 10 Burom 88 mart ¢

oo rogions has s own histaey, but these bistoriy

: che Oid Workd diag
paira, bt g the Attenti wizve trade grew, Alvicans cams 1 Elrope {‘ai’a)ﬂi‘&ié’;f

i my {'sg%izzie;x something b geined in dhis Berory by giving attention
ar mnen 1o vhe Afvican continent and ro all vthe regions of black selement
; :3 ’zw convinont, Sa i fzmw) o formad framework for studving the
in rhis ways 1o §§§ it Africa-diaspora studies’ This s

wearhl of Hack peopled
arapprosch that traces connes fons senonyg the variows rogions of the black
= the social dynamics nf thoss conmestions. I general,

wirld and smphasic
vhe spmburst of Alrican 3&"2"6; syt o vhe disspors confinuey 1o mract

with the cortinent's bright ork Mosre previsely, this perspective on the his-

& Africon diaspors oxpla
srory of black people: (1) interactions among black comnunities at

2g Fostr oot éz’;‘g"fﬁ?ﬁf Types of connections

iy the
home and abrowd, \::; relations with hegemonio powers, (3% redations with
s of Black and other vammni-
axpiored
vhs reyions of the Black weedd, add up roaco i’§§§;5<, mensive yot fexibde
ermcept for anatyzing the broad historieal experiunce of black people and for
vamperiones ina broader sodial context,

vy

Frivan communithy %, 5 peed ¢ /§ : e i
rios, Those four: §*'zz“zzm dimonzions of Alrica-disspors studieg,

sutiing

Thaapori Suoy

Cornectinns $ g

Foterpotions Withia

P

e World of Black People

pora, Cases Oof return migrasion o é‘zf’mgz-ﬁ\ e,-,zzd the many instances of
developrunt armd sharing of politioal und cultural vraditlons among biack
peoples. Mors broadly, this isthe study of A'gmpi wy arnong afvica, the Auane
sie diaspreen, and the Old World diaspora. These demographic and culbtural
conpertions among black peoples Yorm the core of the history we will
traen.

Relations of Black Praple with F {egemontic Povers

Thess hegemoeic powers, imposing thelr wills on black people, inchuded
stave masters, mperial conquorors, volonial or nations! socketivs domi-
auted by ?:;ro;rzerf«“icé elives, govermment-bag zbeé missionarisy, and dominan
national cultures of the twenzierh centuey. The propertied clusses—in the
digsporas of the Aslenvie and vhe OK w{srié andl, fater, in Alrico—not only
daminated thelr staves bur mised sockally and sexually with them. #or peo-
ple b slavery, a great deal of thedr ext istence was ¢ conditioned by the mags-
ters who restricted and oppressed them, changing their ves relentlessly.
stntlarly, people in the African colonies of the rwemtioth contury found thair
fves prossured and wansformed by the colonial powers in general and hy
individual Buropeans. This dynamic brought suffering, resistance, debate,
secommadation, and imeginmtive Innovation In response. Resistance 1o
vhwse powers has occupied mush of the snirgles of black p{fa;s‘sfs,

« -

munic Backd Groups

Relurioms of Rluwka

inrhe Qdd World, Blacks tnteracted with pewple of Arab, Iranian, Turkish,
ared Tsian bivth, and with those brough as slaves from the Black Sea region.
i the Arericas, Back commusnities interscred with Amerindian commy-
nities. Later on, black people i the Amerivas and In Afrlca interscied with
smmigrants from India, Ching, and the Arebrwordd. And in o sreadily growing
cumber of instanues, bluck people interscred with white comnunities under
conditions where neithor group was ¢ master class—in Burape, for insuance.
Thess commmnnity intersctions engendered now sthuic groups, veused cora-

vy

s

peition for lead ard for wiys to make a living, creared political rivalries, and
encouraged eulural

»:}rrz}wmg and occasional alliannes,
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H 5‘:%’25?“?2? egion of Africe cund Hhe Divspora

: gl culturs gre romerimes covnted a3 pary of
tha Alriean § 3':;m§sn§“z: i the Unired States, for example, mizes of black and
v ecome part of the black commundty, Somaerimaes the

ixtreared a8 a varegory unto itwel the notion of “mestizon” eommon in imiz"-
' +f orduy distinet from ivs whize, black, or
werimes the miney teave the ‘”;%:%s:f?ﬁ COTITITHLY
ingthat
has ke y BIRs ‘i?*z}mm“zosse ?}s: Afrtcan 3; AEPLITE. ?zi i?w {)‘i Workd dmb’pow,
=5 in Burope, the progeny of blacks and ochers rended 1o
o z%zg harndprd vomirniey, “Blixes,” it should be remen-
be of several sorts: rosidential mising, family
s {vohunrarily and involunearily), and eelentic shaving of culsing,

AT ARSI,

format i aoross

dress, musde, and Breily practioes

is history of the African digspors v 1o sustain a story of al]
ores thee Hweg of ‘5353,4:?: communivies ot homy and aheoad, thelr

B H

peEs

ps wwith hevemonie powers (oot under the bisvarchy of slavery and
i vhy uneguet O ?(’{1:‘;%?, sy vl postemanciparion socieny, thedr relathons
raviad designetions. and the various types of mix-
wnunities, The narrative shifts among thess
iysia of cachera’s mmainr INTOrprotive guers
s but also through onlvaral repre-
aianes e Jifferonves

stk omunun

ol situark
sved disaprpes this volume b
s tou dimensions of the undo {?mb parraties of

é o Afrioan diagpora. % e African cortinent appars oy only 23 ancestral
g3 & reglon dewdoping and participating in giami PIOTONES
I u,\;g:‘éozwz: agtions of slave masters and corporare hievar-
sior forve in history, but so do the Hnkages amonyg b

; ties. §£~ wale of 4 embatried but highly acur
American community in the United States unfolds throughow
cans ddes the avperionons of black eomuunivies In Bragdl, Britoln, ond India
The afviosn hoyis awa freelf not ooty sble to retaln old traditions but
wlae v dnnovore and Incorpors

e

pwamcherad but

mpdished Afrkan-
£ narrasve.
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riagge, and culiural exchenge of blacks with whites, Native Americans, Arzhs,
and Senavh Aslans,

My interpretation, srganived arnuad these four priodities, differs from
orher welb-bnown Inzerprotations of the African disspora and 112 p pasy, T
diffrrence comes partly beos

e of interprerive dissgreemens E hoee with
other authors, but mostly because this book is sex st s wider seale than previ-

ous works, One such major inerpretation is Afrocentvicity, by Molefi Kote
Asanre. His work, which gained wide sttention with its seonnd, erpanded
editinn tn 1988, Haked roday’s Afvican-American popuiation o its Afvicon
heritage.” Dr. Asante put forth “Afrpoenteicity” as 3 philos sseiphy and program
for xovial change, and he connected it in pardeular 1o teaditions of anciert
Bgypeand to West Afrivan traditions of the ninetecnth cenury, His inter
prefation did not say rouch about shavery and emancipation In Afvica and
overseas, and i made oaly brivt eeferonce 1o the Afvican diaspor in Harope,
Latin America, or the Indisn Ocean. The Afroceniricity spproach focused
o1 building pride In African-American communities but stopped short of
araiyying Intoraction and wransformation. Asante's emphashs was therefors
TR T VA0S Than on conununity, move on herftage than on exchange, and
more o ity than on variery,

Anothert n;a;omzmrm*ewsm fovuses on e Black Atlaptic,” s rerm thae
devcloped in vhe 19908 1o deseribe wid esprosd connections among black
propte. This phrase, popularized by the black British sociologist Faul g {broy
in bis 1993 book of the same name, gained wide ovtention as a deseriptor of
Hrerary eulture.” The difference is one of cmphasis, but it is an important
difference. The “African disspora” vefers Initially to the world of black RO~
ple. The Black Atlantic, inn contrast, focuses primarity on the Interaction of
biack prople and white people In the Nordh Atlmtic, it emphasizes blacks

a minority and often a subjoct population in an Athantic world dominared

E‘ fropesns. Within that frameswork, it argues thar black prople created &
“wunm reuitureof modernity,” aset of vilural conteibudions thar expressed
thelr particular response wr the challonges of mode roity arnd had a substan-
tial creative effecton “Westemn culturs” ss a whole, Fromathmn perspective,
anabysis within the Black Arlaeic focus 18 restrivted o pastema weipation
soctery, while the African-diaspora focus emploved here Invlusdes not ond 5

the times since emancipation bus also the previnus ora of Atlarmic slavery,
and even the thmes befire the large-scale enslavement of Afrd
spectives of Black Arlantic and African diaspora thus overlap substan Eiv
but they algo rerain distinetions 5o significam vhar they should nat be con-
fused with eoch vther. (i fact. both the terms “African dimspora” and “Black




Artanric” have been given g
v voader shoubd revhew phiesty
tr T Bhack Atfomre, by Borcely oritiqued “ogsenrialists,” bis term ko
ing Afrioanvnns,
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f ’m@dtﬁmt z-’%zv%{i%csz;aﬁz consisted ot unchy -
o ryrhe paralleling “orentalimm”— easentizhsed
which had gsms(nm%v come under
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distan-boen writer Exlward Saidl® Gilroy's eritigue cloarly
Asanie, whopicrured ap rutrnomous back Amer
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fean com >m‘-z-' and traccd 1t wo Africs, though not o great detall. Gilioy
fre 2 : 1 cutiars remained
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I IS NS N vy taiive \}%’)(>~
fon, an taniisg z‘f.v{':fsf::e@'zz;z;z’zzsm >zzzgf xsz/zr‘g shat “raci 1§ g:i 7

Friy

axercise of power in history. tn principle, Gilvoy
\‘foz'és:‘;.i rather than an essontialist or pheralist approach 1o U
o, in declining 1o analvie the deys
pats the African past s lacking in
7 his short dine frame

Z"saél'sf'an rand gﬂt % 1ye]
valie. un the other “zmé s “g*? o orfteise
and Nrth Atentic fovus does ot in fsell provide 2 dynamic Interpratation

spof bhank peopion,
a study of “the me
yrvon, chose to omph
zzz:;iz%:” : Q wigy in the xfm Arbantic world by selling into slavery the s subs orﬁf
YT eartroled. O This insrprotasion, owover, left the Africun massos
§s c*‘zmﬁ.v without agenay, at bt until they reac hed the / o
Hach o frhese intorpretations provides v @ for zE&z.asai 9a‘<3§<a§1;@; s
. for Eﬂ,saa peopls in the past. Ia all, how

i of the Adantic world,” 2 vaivd aughor, Jobe
swize the agency of Afriarn ooy, rading how thioy

Aoy

nerieas.
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fewane g v angd cregiive 1

cr, ATriea’s mlare in the doveloping diaspora b vague @ ek general rather
thgs specific sad currens Gilroy

iy £ i : AT TTATIS NN uture of postermancipatine 4oy
arive figures bnan emenging tansnational culture of pos ]

& n
identifies foundational work by Black ore

TS BEEDCY e slave-markesing African politived alitgs inthe
aversent; Asante povivays Alrlcan-American
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% a% aoting Out the putierns of thelr duep African heritage. These

it ese
nretations sddross large areas vl the past, yet eachauthor worked *‘,@‘zz’mu
- wes of black

)
boundaries that exdude from digcussion | ﬂﬁg@mm 3 _
Africnand the dlaspora. L argue that (s not nevessary to leave out

Considering the whohs of Africa and the diaspora

¢,
RN

the v pavig of 1tha st

s uviee renres eutre offor, but in ks Teasihe wnd can bring s
Aq SR ~ NFLRN n

spremd 1o West Afvica, West African cooking sty

aror viow of

wstnggdes ared Coprestions &y

this fong and broad historical path. A3y Irvevpretation, with fis vision of
;‘%i‘réasa~-{iz:5a;:gmm studies. wkes ite place alongshle others, T hope readers will
recsll two aspects of my ar

nent: (1) the development of Tocalized regions
and social groups in interaction with one another, and | {2} the continuing
contrality of the African convinent and i3 socieries, ﬁéamg with the sunbars
oot 15 migranis, in the affairs ofthe world as zwhole,

Lonnectisn” 15 used a8 a vechnicn! term in this volume 1o ensure ther
readers nute the varieny anzj compdexivy of historical interactinns, The Afri-
can tHaspora sustained itself and renowed Weelf ws 2 hroad community of
shrared identity through commections among individuals and local communi-

Fe) P23

ties. Africa and the Afrlcan daspara provide o geographic and social space

withins which numersus elemenis and persanalities have inter acted, serving
tr unite butalso to ransform the petrerns of the whole, Tuo oftery, simplified
analyses have identified oneway moverments from Afrira to the Americas (a3
enstaved and displaced Alricans brought their calture and laboe poswer we the

Americas). ong-way domination of black peorte by shave masters or colonizl

SOVOTRIONR, O wwwc;w inthiences of modern Amedoan Rack cultural leaders
sreAfrica. Instead, Thope thatan elaborared novinn of conneetions will make
easier to Wdentify the many rypes of contacrs among regions, perple, Grair
vations. ! These canbo ORE-WRY OF tWo-way connections berween any pair of
sitesations, amd these connections bocome mor comrmlex as one vansiders

more strations. In the history of Africa and the Mrican dins spoTE, The great
distances and the restrictinns of enslavement and volonial rule meant that
rany contacts were inhibited. In vhor same history, as we will see, contacts
smong dispersed people of Afrivan encestey were also rencwed in remark-
abile ways,

The reangatlantic glave iﬁ}(ﬁ& Titking the shuations of Wesr Africe and

¢ Caribbearn, can be interpretad 4s o one-wa Y Or @ TWO-WEy connectian,
AR a te-way comnectinn, one van Irterpret the slave trade 8 the infuenice
of West African slaves on the Caribhean (the ronreibution of thedr fabor

arad the effects of their culiure), combined with the assu mption {prob-
ably implicit) that Africs experienced no change 88 2 vesult of slave wade.

Vicwed as 5 two-way connection, the Hnks batween vhe two situations are
more complex. The slave trade brought & great number of captive settlers o
the Cartbbean. These involuntary settlers interacted with Amerindians and
Europeans and developed new cultures based on their old ones, The stmple
facr of the departurs of slaves chary ged the population and zociery in Africa,
Then the f{}@f;‘é‘; of the Cavibbean—inciuding peanuts, maise, and manioe—

R nomtined to come so the
Caribhean, and they now incladed 1 fagredisnss of Cartbbean origin. Motions
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of vacdal himanchy, developed i the Caribbean out of the population mix,
~*sr~4} o Afrion, ij:{i.}“;“zt ety the two reghras sach became more cosmopitis

: Lehrough thelr conmestion, This approach reveals o
EQisé'f,\?E":"kEi"(}?’53’3§<,3<i{ff’§;§‘éi;€'§ fs very different from the notion of ¢ sne-way won-
wracy of Wiest Africs onvhe
Am%mic s the muanoes of vhe pwo-way example ghove are what muy
vfroct, whers Bfe tn West Africa changed stply becauss
the Tosg of peophs 1o enslavemment, and fntereiivag, such as the chiange In

wion oy “the i aribbean.”

e

cutiod o deparfure
z_"s?\

Afrienn culsine orce peanuss and maniod arrbved azié the change in € m*ﬁ%““

aine onoe African technigues of stews and mavinades arrived. In

gy contomst parafiely and diyvgenses Tr Gutoomms once slnus-
Thoves ave connecred, Fov instanos, the slave trade brought oy gs\;ms ton of slav-
hoth the Amerioas and Africe., g prrallel development. But sinoe mow
wialos then femabsy went o the Ameriessin a”%g‘i mw, theregrnsc s slwrzzzg»a
e o 1o the Americas, while Afica was loft with g shormage of men. In

sion of slave rade Qi{3£§‘/§1'{< div PFGERL borwsen Africa

X,

arnd rhe SAomericas.
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i sted oa % 0T
tapgidng cmpt
L communt

e ey, their v

ey, this nrerpretativa of the Alvivan diaspors vel
ages iy vthe hastory of black people: interaoiions mzmﬁ;ﬁ
a3y hows and zz‘m‘nsz& thelr relntions with he g*ma
pons with son-Africen commurnities, and the social zmﬁ
oyt miking o black and fﬁ}w’%mm\z airdes. The loghe and verminology
of winnections provides a framework for traving the dynamics Hobing thess
mstorical groups end thelr sluations. For lnstance, the intepronnection
are Brvew by such terms ag “encounten” “hybrid-
v ”‘crcctz%%xaz%—;m " efuion,” “borrowing” “syncrerism,” Yaconituration,”
saprvival,” and “resiztanve.” These morms, tough they overlap, are ma gy
vevervs thas S?imﬁiii&x of meaning soparating these rerms for Infractbm are
sometipes bnpocrant. Purther, It i somerimes helpful ro distinguish o
G’\Z?e:_’z’s":"é%afs of vomnections within the hleck community {the connee
sroups of the daspors by region, fanguage, or religion) from
eranoeriong witho! the comuanity {{L t{if’ g with hegomonic powers, sla-

D COTRCTions

sing social sltuntions
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rions

-
IO

yers, ur co-workers of o different rackel srrrdbution) sad Ir
coshining thove ters, sush as those of fareilies spromning racial and ethmiv
Hywes, B instane, 5x ren communities of formuer slaves formed o the nine-
she argsrs of Liberis and Steren Leons thesy communities
‘sfig;é'z free black peopie In the Usdned Staves and the Caribbean,
Ab the same time, Brivsh voloaial power and the white-dominated United
Srazes Hmited the options within which these transariaothe black conacis
and vhotors vouhd be sored curt, restrivting thedr politics! and edumtineal

Dlaspora Srugglesand Comnections . ¢ 1

c’?@zmzw and thelr freedom of movement across the seas, The Togic of cone
necrions can holp keep track o

daspors.

o th “&E% range of the dynamics of the African

Race

Thix story of black prople tn the moderm world acknowledges bur does not
advocse the concept of “rave.” That i, my narreive accepts 4s historieal
resfity that the peoples known a8 black, Negro, Erhiophan, African, Ham-
ite, v eolored (or cotegowized by any other such terms) have been grouped
together under such desigrations and have, overall, acoupred that labet-
ing. s ALt same time, the rareative emphasizes tha

porizarion is
:sacméw congtructed and uazmiéwgw«mézcsah The vhanglog interprotations o
“race’” thus beeneme part of the story of the African diaspora,
Almost g ventury ago, scholar and netivist W, EL B, Du Bofs published T
,“ £gre (19153 At that time, he faced s dilesvma that remains unrosolved. How
foes one des "ri?‘)ff the shared experience of Black people withour aceenting
*3 easentislizing and invidious concepr o Yrape”?

=

There have been repeatad offorts to discover, by megsurements of various
hinuds, furrher and more dechsive ditforonces that would sorve ag veally ol
ertific determinants of race, Sraduall vy thoese offirrts have been shandoned.

Today we reatize that there am no Lmé and fast rachal typos among men,

Raoe iy

dvnamdo wnd pot g st sopeeption, end vhe tpicsl races gre
wvinaily changing and developing, amalgamaring and different ating,

in ahm Hrrde book then, we are stadying the b story of the darker part of the
harmas Sunily, whic

i sepgrated from the rest of mankind by no absolure

phiysioal e but which novertheless forms, 2s 2 muss, » soclal ¢ gvoup dis-
tinct fn higtory, appearance, and, 1o some exient, in spivilual gifn B

§T}zr>:;~;%>:¢ the errany changes since Du Bols wrote, the dehares porsist, 18 rac-
fam deakindng? (31 growd ny? {8 it taking new shapes? Pormal prohibitions of

racisd disorimination became widespread as r%mtm;ﬁ’ {irstcontueyopensd,
b vacial inequall

irtes suill chaz‘am rizge income, educatiog, housing, health,
antd political pardeipation. Tn g orctal scleniific development, the bicdogi-
cal dscoveries of the last two derades have contirmed what Du Boig argueed;
race dies not exist a8 a cobereny reality five humans. Yeu fine this hook, which
rraces conturies oﬁ“ﬁo“izd wiperience, L agsert-—2s did Du Bols—1the need 1o
write of the shured historical enperieree of black poople




