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Review from last time

1. World War II opens up new opportunities for mobility and 

expands gender and sexual norms.

2. G.I. Bill expands education and homeownership, but in 

ways that reinforce more restrictive gender and sexual 

norms (the breadwinner-homemaker household) while 

largely ignoring racism as barrier to access.

3. G.I. Bill advances a model of  government as partnership – 

mutual responsibility of  the citizen and the government. At 

the same time, some citizens are more deserving than 

others.



Paralyzed Veterans of  America, founded 1946 (Source: PVA)



“Shall I Go Back to School?” “Shall I Take Up Farming?” “Shall I  

Build a House after the War?” G.I. Roundtable pamphlets, 1944



Key Questions for Today

1. How did the logic of  “containment” reflect new 

understandings of  the place of  the United States in the 

world?

2. How did the fear of  the Soviet Union’s influence abroad 

translate into a fear of  Communism within the U.S.?

3. How did the Red Scare transform perceptions and practices 

of  U.S. politics and culture?



The Emergence of  the Cold War

• Shifting global dynamics after World War II led to heightened crisis over global politics 

and economics

• Stalin in February 1946: “It would be wrong to think that the Second World War was a 

casual occurrence or the result of  mistakes of  any particular statesmen, though mistakes 

undoubtedly were made. Actually, the war was the inevitable result of  the development 

of  world economic and political forces on the basis of  modern monopoly capitalism.”

• Churchill in March 1946: “The Communist parties, which were very small in all these 

Eastern States of  Europe, have been raised to pre-eminence and power far beyond their 

numbers and are seeking everywhere to obtain totalitarian control. Police governments 

are prevailing in nearly every case, and so far, except in Czechoslovakia, there is no true 

democracy.”



Time magazine “Communist Contagion,” illustrated by Robert Chapin, Jr.:

“Quarantined,” “Infected,” and “Exposed”



Containment

“Containment” policy coined by diplomat George Kennan in anonymous 1947 

article, “The Sources of  Soviet Conduct

Advocates for long-term, but muted pushback:

“The theory of  the inevitability of  the eventual fall of  capitalism has the fortunate 

connotation that there is no hurry about it. The forces of  progress can take their time in 

preparing the final coup de grace…. The Kremlin has no compunction about retreating in 

the face of  superior force. And being under the compulsion of  no timetable, it does not get 

panicky under the necessity for such retreat… These considerations make Soviet diplomacy 

at once easier and more difficult to deal with than the diplomacy of  individual aggressive 

leaders like Napoleon and Hitler…. In these circumstances it is clear that the main element 

of  any United States policy toward the Soviet Union must be that of  a long-term, patient 

but firm and vigilant containment of  Russian expansive tendencies.”



Truman Doctrine / U.S. interventionism

March 12, 1947, President Harry S. Truman address to joint session of  Congress:

“The United States has received from the Greek Government an urgent appeal for financial and 

economic assistance… [A]ssistance is imperative if  Greece is to survive as a free nation. I do not 

believe that the American people and the Congress wish to turn a deaf  ear to the appeal of  the 

Greek Government.

“The very existence of  the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of  several 

thousand armed men, led by Communists, who defy the government's authority at a number of  

points…

“There is no other country to which democratic Greece can turn. No other nation is willing and 

able to provide the necessary support for a democratic Greek government.”



Truman Doctrine / U.S. interventionism

March 12, 1947, President Harry S. Truman address to joint session of  Congress:

“At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose between alternative 

ways of  life. The choice is too often not a free one. 

“One way of  life is based upon the will of  the majority, and is distinguished by free institutions, 

representative government, free elections, guarantees of  individual liberty, freedom of  speech 

and religion, and freedom from political oppression. The second way of  life is based upon the 

will of  a minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a 

controlled press and radio; fixed elections, and the suppression of  personal freedoms. 

“I believe that it must be the policy of  the United States to support free peoples who are resisting 

attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures… I believe that our help 

should be primarily through economic and financial aid which is essential to economic stability 

and orderly political processes.”



Marshall Plan and European Recovery

Poster from Marshall Plan poster competition, 1951 

(Source: Marshall Foundation)

European Recovery Programme (1948-1951)

• 13 billion dollars of  economic aid

• Largely focused on infrastructure development (i.e. 

agricultural output, electricity, mechanization)

• Opening up international trade barriers



“The Marshall Plan at Work,” Greece (c. 1950) National Archives



Broader efforts at U.S./European collaboration

• United Nations (1945)

• World Bank (International Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development) (1946)

• NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organization (1949)



Robert Chapin, Jr. “Two Worlds” (1950) (Source: Cornell University)







Stalin and Mao Zedong meeting in Moscow, 1949

(Source: Getty Images)



Korean War as Proxy War



Red Scare of  the 1950s

Senator Joseph McCarthy at Army-McCarthy hearings 1954



Industrial Workers of  the World members released after 18 months of  detention at Ellis Island, 1919 (National Archives)



Actor Gary Cooper in front of  House Un-American Activities Committee hearing, c. 1950 (Getty Images) 



Anti-communist protesters in Hollywood, 1947 (Getty Images)



Protest in support of  Hollywood Ten, 1947 (Source: Everett Collection)



Paul Robeson, portrait by Charles White (Source: Princeton University Art Gallery); Robeson as Othello, 1943 (NYPL)



Greensboro Record, August 18, 1947



Red Scare of  the 1950s

Senator Joseph McCarthy at Army-McCarthy hearings 1954



McCarthy in Wheeling, West Virginia, February 9, 1950

“I have here in my hand a list of  57 that were 

known to the Secretary of  State as being 

members of  the Communist Party and who, 

nevertheless, are still working and shaping policy 

in the State Department.”



What does McCarthy seem to believe 

is at stake in uncovering Communist 

sympathizers? And rhetorically, what 

kinds of  arguments, parallels, and 

language does he use to instill anxiety 

and support among his listeners?



Within federal government: 

Nearly 5 million loyalty forms

27,000 investigations

560 people fired



Philadelphia Inquirer, March 1, 1953



Philadelphia Inquirer, November 17, 1953

House Un-American Activities Committee investigates Philadelphia Teachers



Communist Party rally, New York City, 1930 (Getty images)



In what ways, does French argue, did the 

Red Scare reshape representations and 

perceptions of  the U.S. government, and 

why might it matter for our understanding 

of  the Red Scare and U.S. policy in the 

1950s?



Julius and Ethel Rosenberg Trial

New York Times, April 6, 1951



Demonstration at White House for Rosenbergs (1953 / Getty Images)
Counterprotest in favor of  execution (1953 / Getty Images)



“What Motivates Joseph McCarthy,”

New York Times, 1954
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