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SOCIAL HISTORY IN ASTROLOGY

In an article now long forgotten:, Lynn Thorndike set himself
the question, What social history can be mined from astrology ?
The possibilities of the question are still inviting. From the pexiod
of the Roman Empire alone, the surviving astrological corpus matches
in bulk the entire historical corpus; and though examined in detail
by students of ancient religion, language, and science, it has been quite
neglected by the social historian. |

How much of the corpus can be used? Astrologers defined the
positions of the stars at a given time and place, and then indicated
the sort of person and event that should result. Astronomical caleula-
tions, as well as the theory justifying connections to some future
outcome, constitute the greater part of our texts. Much else is blurred
and general : this or that astral conjuncture « will lead to ill-health,
demestic tribulations, pain in the joints, sudden reverses, and death
by misadventure», vel sim. There remains, however, that fiftieth

part (let us say) offering more specific illustration, Here the ancient
reader looked for facts that answered to his senge of everyday possi-
bilities. He was, to be sure, not interested in the humdrum. Thus specta-
~oular turns of fate received undue emphasis in what was served up to
him. Further, the tradition of the science carried down, from generation
“to generation of practitioners, out of date termsand examples, But when -
‘both dramatic and tralatician elements are pruned away, something
‘remains from which to form a true picture of the past.

- That formed the foundation of astrology : fact as tested by inquiry.
:Astrologers — some of them, at least — kept records of the horoscopes
‘they calculated and the fate of their clients as it actually developed.
:We can sometimes connect their casebooks with our history books,
“We are told, for instance, of a man twice consul, subsequently exiled,
i{é;father of a son who was himself exiled on charges of adultery, later
:;f:__rostored to favor, placed in charge of Campania, next of Achaea,

! « A Roman astrologer as a historical source : Julius Firmicus Maternusy, CP 8 (1913) -
:415f,, dealing with only two books of the author’s Mathesis. T had finished research and
begun writing on the present subject before tracking down the sole — wrong — reference
::5'?;'1.'30 Thorndike’s article that I have seen,
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108 . MACMULLEN

then of Asia, and last of the prefecture of Rome. « Whose genitura
this is, noble Lollianus», says the astrologer to his dedicatee, « you
know best » — because it is Lollianus’ own ancestors that are described .
Again, we are told of & man fleeing from a battle, who fell wounded
from his horse. The enemy overran the field but left him for dead.
He survived to take over command of the army. His horoscope dates
these events to 163-4, and history provides a likely setting : the Parth-
ian campaigns of those years *. Finally, we are presented with the gover-
nor of a province, whose position and popularity aroused envy. His
tenure of office was eut short by riots and disturbances, and he subse-
quently died of a painful disease. Dating suggests that he may be
Valerius Hudaemon, prefect of Egypt in 142 4,

We may now turn to the last quarter of the second century, and to
three writers of the time, Vettius Valens, Claudius Ptolemy, and
Artemidorus of Daldis. Tu all we find much derivative material 3,
much timelessly vague terminology to describe various careers and
* vicissitudes, much repetition. They apologize for their prolixity with-
out being able to amend it, « for many and innumerable are the things
that befall men» 9, .

If you are well-schooled and eloquent, they say, then you may
become rich and prominent through a distinguished acquaintance,
or through the opportunities that await the learned, as teachers,
professors, surveyors, astronomers, poets, political speakers, ¢ of a
good disposition, moderate, well disposed» 7, « Such a one will enjoy
good fortune from letters and learning — beloved and eminent, deemed
worthy of offices, honours, gifts, and fame» ®. Another line of proba-

2 Firmrous Maramrnus (henceforth FM.), Math. (ed. Kroll-Skutsch, 1897-1913)
2.29.10 and 195.; of. A, Crasvacnow, Les fastes de lu préfecture de Rome aw Bas-Empire |
(1962) 66, 68, 114f. _ : :

3 Vermvs Vanens (henceforth, V.V.), dnthologice (ed. W. Kroll, 1908} p. 275; .
U, Neveenaver and H.B, van Howmsen, Greek Horoscopes (1859) 1191, :

1 V.V. p. 270; Neugebauer and van Hoesen 86 n. 5.

5 W. Knonr, Cut. Cod. Astrol, Graecorum: (henceforth CCAG) V, 2 (1906) pp. 143-5;
W. and H.G. Guxnwy, Astrologumena (1866) 202, on the date of Ptolemy, and 206f,
on his sources; 218-20, for V.V.; O. Nuvanzaves, Harvard Theol. Rev, 47 (1964) 661,
for the date of V.V. ‘ )

8 V.V. 226; of. 96, « lest we write too repetitively about the same thingss, and ARTE.
Minorus (henceforth Art.), Ondrocriticon (ed. R.A. Pack, 1963) p. 100. ‘

? Pros. 3.13.163; 4.4.178; V.V, 39 and 40,

3 V.V. 60, 88; Arr. p. 118. -
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bility leads out from education to business, to control of great men’s
affairs ., But intellectual gifts may be abused. They may produce the
type that takes his neighbor before the judge on a false charge, that
forecloses on debts, that forges doewments, perjures himself, and sets
traps for others 1. The picture of the educated person is a thoroughly
mixed one, then. Marked by fame and fortune, it may also include,
in & strange company, « merchants, interpreters, surveyors, lawyers,
philosophers, but all mischievous, keen; clever LKarsy 1.

A man of this sort turns o the law courts as his natural hunting
ground. « He will trump up lawsuits and charges and not only divorce
hig wife bus also convict her of adultery » 2. Anxieties about contracts,
bequests, property (especially land), or civie status appear throughout
our three amthors 12, Artemidorus records an nnusual trial for erimes
while in municipal office, as a result of which the defendant lost all

" his estate and suffered banishment 14, Something still more serious

must account for the seizing of a man’s property by the fiscus, after
his death abroad or in exile 15, But fugitives from the consequences

- of incest, forgery, «rash remarksy (i.e. treasonons?), and weight of
- debts aze all attested, too 19, along with the clear reason for their flight::

dread of punishment. Beatings for slaves, long jail terms, beheading,

-and fines are sometimes mentioned ; crucifixion brings perfoct night-
- mares ™. If it is easy to understand why retributive violence should

figure thus in the responses of dream- and horoscope-analysts, it seems

'.clear also that their clients were prepared from their life’s exXperience
- to accept predictions of drastic justice.

? Pror. 4.2.174, 178, and 179 (lawyers, tréasurers, magiatrates, teachers, and party-

:_ lenders, SxAwy mpocordiras); V.V. 37, 39, b8, 72f.

19 V.V, 87, 42f,, 48, « a scandal among the people », « leading a shameful iife # & cunning

::_;in other greedy ventures, good-for-nought, wily»,,

F VY. 74

12 P, Mich. IT1 148, an anonymous horescope of the fivaf ceniury, but typieal :
8o, er., AR p. 41, or V.V. 231, evSoxarpyopla. ‘ '

13 V.V, 37£, 268, 282; An, 80, in the form dlcgr Exaw or dedyam; on land-suits,

“eig. ART. 66; on émoryin, 112,

14 Awr. 13; for exile, of, 306 (to an island).
16 Awr, 2856; & similar, real case, Cod. Jusi. 8.51.18.
10 Arr. 03 (incest), 262 (forgery; of. V.V. 40), and 317 (rash remarks).

17 V.V. 68 (jail) ; 283 (condemnation to querries; of, Any, 66); Anr. 303 {decapitetion) ;
manaeles or bonds eommeon in Arr., e.g. 15 or 209, ¢ poverty, slavery, or bondas; on
werucifixion, R. Paog, 74P4 86 (19565) 2683 n. 9.
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" Political prominence comes from friendship with rulers, education
meaning eloquence, knowledge of law, but most often sheer wealth =,
Army commands and imperial posts as governor or procurator seem
to lie outside normal expectation, though they do receive occasional
attention 1*, Much more within the reach of ambition — i6 1s, after
all, the Greek provinces that our authors dwell among, with only an
occasional glance at Ttaly — are civie eminence and offices. These
bring salaries, honorific statues and deerees 20; they indicate one’s good
standing with the populace — purchased, it must be added, by lavish
expenditure on public needs. That explains the connection between
wealth and office 2. But popularity could guickly turn into its opposite.
Tor all their glory, city magistrates, even a governor, could be conceived
of in the darkest terms, involved in violence, base arts, and wicked-
ness 2, and one group, the market-dues collectors « always stationed
at exits» and in the cenber of « continual disputes about tolls», is the
target of particular contempt 22, Artemidorus, speaking of the invi-
dium and criticisin that a citizen may oncounter, adds that« one cannot
be 5 Market-supervisor without these» 24 In this author as in others
we hear of frequent riots, « disturbances and opposition» 25, though
only. once in any detail : the theater claque supporting a popular
dancer raised a storm, and he escaped punishment for it at the hands

18 V.V, 39, 66; Pron. 3.13.163; 4.4.178; 4.4.180; ArT. 26: « & rich man not yet in
office», implying that office is to be expected; of. ibid. 149.

¥ V.V. 39, 42, 45, 59, 73, 78 (tulnmea and centurions; of. Arw. 266); Pror. 4.3.178;
Awr. 268, » works-supervisor bocomes an imperial tressurer, and an imperial proeavator
(p. 305) imposes a corvée (dyyapeia).

20 V.V, 39, 46L; P. Mich. IIL 148,

- 2 V.V, 46§, «catering to the pleasures of the pooples; of. ibid. 82, benefactions
to cities, perhaps including the gladistorial combats implied ibid. 75, 70 and in CCAG
VIil, 2, p. 85f.,, which dates o 113, according o Neugebaner and van Hoesen p. 109;
AR¥. 252, ¢ a rich man must spend freely »; ¢bid. 149, « ever ambitious for honor, he will
spend els 6 dppdaror v

22 V.V. 48, 283.
28 Apr. 280 and 270.
24 ArT. 152; of. the Inspectors of Weights and Measures found in bad company,

in Artemidorng’ list, p. 171

2 V.V, 60; cf. 42f, 48, 74, 230, 283; Prorn. 3.13.183, eraswecrel, dumpyorai, Bearpo-
kéuor; CCAG VI, L (I, Cumont, 1929) 188, dydwy épdSovs, xwddvovs, pmpyopots;

Art. 26, 59, 102, 139, 148, 252,
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of the governor only through the intercession of influential friends

:amd the entreaties of the populace 26,

., Another characteristic source of trouble was the brigand and
pirate 27 — who in twm imply travel. Indeed, the clients who wish
their horoscopes or dreams to be interpreted seem to have trips often .
.on. their mind, or even long absences abroad. Their concern is timeless,
responses to them usually vague 28, A single point emerges : though
the life of the uprooted or exile was a wretched one, sea-voyages
liable to shipwreek, and foreign trade a chancy business, affairs at
home might go still worse 2%, Sufficiently hard-pressed, a farmer might
turn shipper, while a shipper, « gaining much money, repaid his credi-
tors who held a mortgage on his ships ..

Wealth occasionally came from high office, a8 we have seen, and
from expaort and import ; from money-lending, too, and tax-farming 3¢,
Toll collectors and peddiers enjoyed little respect 32, Wealth might
be inherited, regularly in the form of land #, about which the references
carry us into different kinds of land wse : for livestock, vineyards,
oleiculture, and cereal production. If is, however, surprising to find
nothing on large-scale proprietors in one writer, Artemidorus, and
silence about the small farmer in Vettius Valens and Piolemy 34,

2 V.V. 231, dated to 123 by Neugebauer and van Hoesen p. 121; lmmy szmlla.r,
real cases, e.g. Philostr.,, Vite dpollon. 1.15; Dio 57.21.3.

21 V.V, 74, 771, 231 (dated to 113 by Neugebaner and van Hoesen p. 108), 288 (dated
to 154 by Neugebauer and van Hoesen p, 125} ; P, Mich. 171 148; Az, 170, 178. 209, ete.

28 Tt would be poinifess to assemble references, but note travel beyond the empire
{V.V. 185}, and the topie in such other sources as 00A4AQ VILI, 2, p. 240, in Balbillus’
lost work, the section entitled ¢« On sojourns abroad », and in Maxmaus, fepl werepydv
(ed. A. Ludwiok, 1887), of the second century (?), the sections 11T and IV titled &« On
sailings and business tripe» and ¢ On journeys».

20 Changy : Tor example, V.V. 185; wretched life, ikbid. 65; foreign trade {vavichnpla),
73; and gaing from the like, ibid. 38, Ptol, 4.2.174, and Art. 12.

80 Art. 319 (cf. 305; 141). A similer, real case, Synes., #p. 4 p. 640 (Heroher}. The
terms are the expected ones, in our sources: waviinpos, E,u.{ropos'. KuBep-vﬁms {for
example, in Art. 97).

81 The rpomeltris is often mentioned, the dpavdpyns nnd Scwem"n]s' less coramon; see
e, Art. 44 and 230; V.V, 38,

32 Above, n. 23; Art. 30.

88 For exampls, V.V. 69, 76; Ptol. 4£2.170.

3¢ No pessants in V.V., unless Krol's Index and I have missed o referance twice
in Ptol. 4.4.179f.; but a dozen times in Art. 79, 109, ete., and adressed in Maximus,
lines 456-543. For shepherds and vinegrowers, see Art. 167, 169, and half-a-dozen fimes
elsewhere. '



110 R. MACMULLEN

Tradesmen and artisang, per contra, make up a long list in the last
named — as smiths, magons, builders, perfume- or dye- or drug-
sellers, jewelers, weavers, carpenters, eto. — without being of much
interest to Vettins Valeny or Artemidorus 5. X¢ is idle to speculate
on the reason for these differences, concerning in any event the oceu-
pations so offen passed over in other genrcs of ancient literature,

As to the ways of losing wealth, some have already been touched
on, Litigation must involve a loser to sach suit; the presence of the
money-lender implies borrowers; hence the fear of « judgements and
debts, disturbances arising from decuments and money mattors» —
all ¢ notorious scandals » #, The unfortunate seraped a living in noxious
jobs such ag tanmer or grave-digger, as miserable drawers of water
or bailers on a treadmill #7; faced unemployment and poverty 99;
and shuddered at the thought of being reduced to servitude by con-
demnation or capture 3%, From that, flight alone offered hope, and we
must guppose, from many passages, that the runaway slave was no
uncommeon figare 0.

A very few hints indicate resentment felt by the ¢have-nots»
for the well-fo-do. A person’s slaves might be his enemies — small
wonder — and «a rich man wust ... encounter plots and envy» ¢;
hut there is nothing to match the passion of a fragmentary thied-
century prophesy : « ... tumult and war ... and it will go badly for the
rich. Their arrogance will be cast down and their goods confiscated
and delivered over to others ... And the poor will be exalted and the rich
bumbled » 42, The source and period of this latter document recall

35 Vaguely implied in V.V. 68, « contemptible work;» Arb. 242, a carpenter flees his
country for debte; 50 (tenner), 136 (potters and tannors), 267 (fuller), 140 (unguent- and
perfume-sellers) ; but a full list in Ptol. 4.4.179; of. 180F

98 V.V, 37, 42, 43; of. references o seizure of properby, Afifes or voodioral or
emibupyral dMerpley, in numerous passages of V.V,

37 ' Avrdygred in Ptol. 179 and Avt. 54.

88 Xepordywars 8¢ dpylor ol oyolijy, in Ant. 102, 128, 140, 142, ste. Cf. montions
of poverty and Deggare, sbid. 83, 166, 226,

80 Condemned to slavery, V.V. 68 and Anr. 288; captive, and-or sold into slavery,
V.V. 58, 68, T1, 77, 84, :

90 Maxmaus p. 4, section VII, Ilep! Spuwerdw e.g., lines 332.336; M. Srenw, Le
Calendrier de 354 (1964} 64 ; but a single reference in V.V. 283, and none in Artemidorus
or Ptolemy. :

Y. V. 181, 222, 269, eto., trouble from slaves; envy of the rich, several timos in
Artemidorus, eg. p. 252 :

42 P, Oxy, 2554,
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another, of which M. Rostovizeff with his unetring eye saw the signi-
ficance : & list of questions submitted to an oracle in Hgypt, including
the desperate inquiries, « Am I to become a beggar ?», « Shall I take
to flight ?», « Shall my flight come to an end ?» 43,

Though nameless, impossible to date to a year or even a decade,
and addressed to persons whose condition can only be guessed at, all
evidence of this sort nevertheless has a peculiar value, 1t trades in
everyday sssumptions — which is to say, generalizations by contem-
poraries, Whether a prophesy or oracular response, whether the inter-
pretation of a dream or a birthday, its very unselfconsciousness insures
its veracity. Its prime quality is, in the word that scholars chooge to
describe it, « empirical» 44,

That term especially applies to Firmicus Maternus 9. Writing
toward the year 337 with a style and vocabulary quite of his time,
the more closely tied to the contemporary scene by his relatively
shallow immersion in the technical aspects of astrology, his work
contains far more specific illustrations and terminology than can be
found in any of his predecessors 4. If we arrange the material in his
Mathesis in the same order that we followed in discussing the second
century writers, it will serve to bring out the changes wrought over the
intervening hundred and fifty years.

43 Sociel and Bconomic History of the Roman World ® (1957) 479.

4 Neungebeuer and van Hoesen 162, of Vottius Valens; Pack, art. eif, p. 284, of
Artemidorus. '

45 W, avd H.& Gorspor, dsfrologumene 210 and 384, emphasize F.M.’s dependence
on eazlier sources and (p. 227f), with A. Bovon# LroLEReq, Lastrologic gresque (1899)
400 n. 1, 402 n. 1, oriticize his confused and amatourish methods. But this (against Gundel
234 and with Thorndike 421 and passim) does not prevent F.M. being manifestly up-to-
date in many items of torminology, as we shall see, W, Krors, COAG V, 2 (1006) 143-8,
detects various derivativo iteme in F.M., whieh should rule out his use as a source for
his own period. But two exeeptions test the rule. F.M. speaks of kings, a difficulty o
Kroll p. 148. The word, however, may be tralatician withowt invelidating ita contexta;
note ite cortain equivalence with « emperor» in V.V, 21 and 268 (and, we may add, 281),
through the dating of Neugebauer and van Hoesen pp. 86 and 121f,, to A.D, 74 and 122,
and similarly in Artemidorus, where (pp. 192, 260) Busdsts and Beothieds can only
mean oefuords. Again, F.M. speaks of heralds — typically Ptolemaic, a scandalum
to Jiroll p. 148, but a fenture equally characteristie of the fourth century (Amm. 28.2.11;
the Jus pracconum for certuin officials, Cod. Theod. 12.1.74).

48 Bo rich is his Mathesis for our purposes that some sort of statistical analysis may
be attempted, not in the exact numbers that Thorndike offers, but by a systém of aste-
rigks, one or two to indicate whether & given item is quite frequent, or oxtremely often
voferred to. :
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The educated man is found at the center of a group who « gain the
greatest of fortunes from their trained facility in speaking, from
legal advoeacy, from business, or from priestly incomes », « the associate
of rulers for their literary training. and teaching» 7. In many such
overlapping lists, three types of career may be discerned. One, with
an academic guality, includes «long-haired philosopherss, rhetors,
teachers, professors, physicians, priests, astronomers, and surveyors,
men upright and detached, «learned and famous». Little new here,
save the prospects of profit in such occupations and the mention of
public chairs for professors 46, Ancther group of skills less honored
has to do with numbers, with aceounting, with business records and
secretarial positions to men of importance, magne vird +*; and we should
just note the presence of money- changers, money-lenders, custodians
of warehouses and deposits, and public notaries . As to the legal
profession, though Firmicus had entered it himself, he had quit it
with disgust atits morcenary eristics 5 — a disgust highly characteristic
of his century, as often to be found in private individuals’ writings
asin thelaw codes %2, « Fear of law suits seemed terrible to the unfortun-
ater, Firmicus recalls from his experience 5. At the same time, the
4 accusations, incarcerations, and frequent convictionss, the exiles
and fines, seem not only a more recurrent mofif in the Mathesis
than in earlier astrologers, but involve a new danger : outlawry 34,
Criminal cases now in the fourth century overshadew the eivil,

47 P M. 3.7.11; 4.14.16; 3.6.37 (fralatician? ef. V.V. 72, feddaodor xal povorkol
rat gbu\w\dym xai foothds nf,-u\:'as &vros ywopero); Thorndike 425 on various kinds of
education.

48 Profit, e.g. F.M. 4.10.9; 5.1.3; chaizrs, e.g. 3.12.1 and 4.9.8,

48 PM. 3,745 3.7.7; 3.9.10; 3.10.1; 8.12.1; 4.14.1; 5.2.15; agente, atewards, or secre-
taxries to polentes®* or megni virt*®, 8.3.18; 3.7.21; 3.10.1.

50 Mensne fenerotores®, eto., in F.M. 3.7.3; 3.7.18; 8.10.1, gaining thereby glory and
riches {4.16.8); publici tabdliones, £.12.4.

5 F.M, 4 pr. 1, venal lawyers exploit the ¢ conflict in law eascs »; of, 3.7.11, ex advoca-
tione ... forlunem 3ibi manimanm compurare (ef. 4.10.8), in contrast to the ruin of the liti
gants (5.3.31; 5.3.41),

&2 The most telling references are to Synesius, Zp. 2 and 101 {(ed. R. HErcEER,
Epistolographi graeci pp. 638, 699); Laor., De mort. persecut. 22.5; and Anow. De rebus
bell, 21.1. _

58 T.M. 4 pr. 1; cf. Thorndike 428, « Sixty-eight passages predicting accusations,
judicial sentences and forms of punishment aleo give a sinister impression of his age»,
marked by beheading, torfure, incarceration, and so forth (eraxificion rare, e.g. 6.31.73).

54 Proseriptio® and attendant mendicitas, F.M. 3.4.22; 5.6.18; 5.3.31; ete. Compare
the material in A. Carompivr, JE4 40 (1964) 19£ ‘
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The third type of career open to educated men may be defined
as tl?fe governmental. While Firmious knows of ctty, magistra,te;s
oceasionally specified as owing their positions to litterae 5 and Whil(;
?:he ur.ban scene of the second century survives at least in o:lﬁline with
its lofflces won through public benefactions, its rich leaders shoul(;.ering
their community’s burdens, its popular enthusiasms for this or that
nobh?main, and ity recurrent riots %, yet on the other hand a number
of Iﬁ?mmus’ terms appear fixed to his own day : «top-ten men» 7
the higher municipal aristocracy that increasingly in the later Em ire:
bor.e the responsibility for local government 57; the city ¢ defendefs »
an ufvr;ntion of Consgtantine’s reign 5; and the curators of cities Te re:
senting at the same period « the summit of 4 curial careery 5, M?ore
generally, we can see the cities now quite bereft of their ;mto.nom 4
Not onlly are defenders and curators appointees of the emperorjs'
bl}t entire cities are deseribed ag subject to « men great, powerful for-’
mld&bl.e, vigorous, who master the largest cities by virtue of ;onie
aL}t]‘mnty ¥, qui mazimas civitales potestatis aliowius licontia subjugent ¢
()'wztaftes are lumped together with regions, peoples, and provinces.
as being « under » some one official %, in contexts and phrases quitz;
ahen.ta writiers of the earlier Empire. The central authority is evidentl
treating municipal magistracies as so many extensions of itself, ¢
. The men who enjoy power and influence may exert it over more
than one city ; they have their own secretarial staff, their slaves, rural
estabes, great mangions like palaces; they are patrons to fine craft;men ;

3

55 M. 4.12.4; 4.21.5 (gymnasiarchs). .

N 56 The31'iuh win high office (4.9.2; 4.11.8; abo.) by gifts {6.2.4) and assumption of
M;:e:v(;?(hi(lﬁ(:.g-,li.;;lzél)g.mnmg favor (3.4.33; £.12.10; ote.) or risking seditiones* or

5 Decemprimi*, FM, H3.1; ete.; of. Cod. #heod, 9.35.2 (376).

88 Defensores eivitatum n F.M, 4.14.8; otherwise, first in 322, according to AH.M
Jowes, Later Roman Hmpire (1964) 1208; but he omits Cod, Just. 6.1.5 (318) o

5% Curatores, civitutum : Jones 726; F.M. 5.245; B .

50 T.M. 4.4.4. of. 3.5.21.

OL In phrases such as provineits civitatibus Praepositi™* (or principes, jn F.M. 3.10.7;
212.4; ote.; with regiones, 4.10.1; 7.22.1; ete). Cf. the phrage S:m:mm:', .110:/\6;0 in
Paulue Alexandrinvs, Apotelesmatica (ed. Ax. Bozr, 1958} p. 65, dating to o little ;ft:J:
378 ( p-. 136). The same anthor, though much wmder the spell of second-century astrolo icall
traditions, contains clsewhere some limited material such as we have been usin fhu :
far — peferences to factions, exiles, court convietions (p. 28}, profits from educatifn (67
70), magistracies and priesthoods {65-7, 68L) — without, howover, meriting quotation.
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they trail a reticue of hangers-on and dependents °2. Their hostility
is a thing to dread, their favor the key to wealth, fame, promotion ®,
They live among secrels and intrigues, liable to sudden fall from office
through the abuse of it — «the highest judges, magnates, holding
power over life and death, but rapacious thieves who seize the property
of others with the clutching inetinct of greed; though still, for these
pame men, after the widest pillage, the widest thefts and vast robberies,
(their genitura) yields banishiment or a violent death» 64,

No distinction can be made between potentes or magni Or MmaTimi
viri and imperial officials. In the Mathesis they blend into each other,
as equivalents, at least as equals, connected in the author’s thoughts
and, he tells us, by their very gemitura. « It produces commanders
and tribunes of soldiers, but terrifying and raised up on fyrannous
powers, or defenders or chiefs of cities, but those who never remain
within the bounds of those powers, and who in various ways always
offend » 55, Bvery city cowers under their scowl o6 A striking glimpse,
this, of the baneful weight of government pressing on the emperor’s
subjects, baneful because of its rapacity and omnipresence in an age
of bureaucratic despotism. It weighs upon Firmicus’ mind. He devotes
an extraordinary number of passages (bhat is, assigns a quantity of
horoscopes) to careers in the iperial service, military, gubernatorial,
judieial or financial o7, Bome lie in the secretariats — nofards, for exam-
ple 88 — but the majority concern taxation and money matters .
A good portion of the funds collected as tribute clearly reverted fo
the pockets of the bureaucrats, to- whom office promised bonorum

62 P.M, 5.1.8; 3.10.1; 5.3.55; 3.6.19; 5.1.24.

63 Flostility, e.g., 5.3.12 and 3.14.7 (factiosd}; their graiia® and amicitza® prepotent,
e.g., 3.5.38; 5.2.13.

84 M. 3.5.10; of. 4.19.27; secrefe and confidences, 5.1.12 and often ; machinaliones
ol orilidue circumseriptiones, 6.11.8; fall from office, 5.1.27; crimes, 3.7.26; 3.11.16,

65 1M, 4.14.8; terribilis** for army officers in 4,11.8, ete. ; gloriosi, 4.11.9; efficaces,
£.14.11, efe.; tervébilis for governors, 3.13.10; cf. focul m‘&gistr&t‘res desoribed as noble,
wise, good, sto., in 6.25.5.

86 .M. 3.4.2 and 3.4.28.

67 Thorndike 421 n. 3 and 422 nn. 3£ indicates the numbers involved.

8 F.M. 2.10.54; of PavLus AuEx. p. 67, oxparoplovs § dvrypadéus § voTapiovs.
Other technical terms of the bureancracy ocour scatteredly, e.g. 3.4.8 end 8.5.26. Noto
curiosi (3.11.3) and vocabulary datable to F.M.’s own day, stressed by Thorndike 421.

69 Administratorea® * (3.5.4 oto.), rationales™ ¥ (3.3.8 sto.}, and references bo the fiscus™*
(3.5.14; 6.3.3; of. Pavivs Aukx, p. 65, dopoddyo Baothéew).
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wncrementa non modica 7, Further, the emperor had it in his power to
reward his servants with direci gifts, too, or to admit them fo the
hlJ.X’t‘lI‘iOuS life of the court, as his intimates and agents 7. Nothing
similar to Firmicus’ emphasis on the styls, size, and ubiquity of the
cen_tral government can be found among earlier writers in the astro-
logical tradition; where in the second century the city oceupies the
centre of the stage, and abuse or admiration is fixed on municipal
officials, these have later been replaced by larger figures, living in a
larger, harsher, more predatory world. ,

'_[.‘]1.3 ways o wealth, other than wealth gained through public
postbions, were strewn with difficulties. Trade meant long absences
abroad 72, while business, except for its links with usury, remaing
a very fuzzy concept in Firmicus’ mind 7. A wife might bring a fortune
with her, but the most common fortune of all, by far, is acguired
through inheritance 74, The less lucky must work. Dozens of crafts
and jobs are mentioned, among them a special number given over to

- luxury 7. Agrieulture appears rarely, and then mostly livestock farm-

ing.

To our surprise, considering the hardness of the times, the lowest
classes arouse active charity, and draw from Firmicus descriptive
passages filled with pity for ¢ laborers bound to eternal toil, who are
forever hiring out their bodies to some task» 7. He knows « t,he straits
of poverty, supported in wretched beggarys, « the wretched burden
of beggary », « the begging poor covered with regs and sunk in wret-
ched calamity», «pressed down in the wretched filth of want
vagrant and never at home» ?2. These are not the only sufferersi

70 WM. 8.5.13; of. 8.18.5; 4.10.8; and 4.14.5,

1 1-1_11pari.a_l Ia.l"gesse_s + F.M. 81,10, habebunt sane vitae substantiam ex publicis vel
tza; regiis locid quibus vitae illis substontia conferetur; compare Paulus Alex, P 63; on
imperial friends, see WM. 3,6.24; court [uzury, ibid. 3.6.3 and 19; 5.1.4. ’

¥ Peregrinationes* for wnepecified reasons, 3.18.4, ebo.; for irade, 4.10, 10; 5.2.21;
ehe, : o o

78 Negotintio** and faencratio®, 3.7.3; 4.14.6; etc. .

7 Dowries, 3.12.7 and 18; 8.2.12; patrimonti heredes** ] '

3 : B.2.12; 8.7.17, ete. — of
. s ete of land and
% Thorndike 427; F.M. 3.8.14. (surifices* and oth
: F.M. 3.8.14, ora), plus perfume-declers, . i
derers, and the like, i portumedosom, embrot
% Charity, F.M, 5.3.22; laborers, 4.14.2 (cf. 3.3.11).
¥

7 FM. 4:8.1; 4.10.2; 4.14.3; 4.14.15, with other similar pasanges; paupertas**
unuEt'iorned, 6.81.2, ste. Thorndike 433 draws attention to the note of genuine sympathy,
in F.M.
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Many children are exposed at birth, many orphaned; free persons are
mado captive, and sold into servitude 78; and there are scores of refer-
ences to loss of property, omissio patrimonis, for the most part unex-
plained, sometimes attributed to spendthrift genemsmy or fo convie-
tion and subsequent confiscation 79.

The rise and fall of fortune, touching so many occupations, only
matches the migration of people from one place to another. There 1s
much wandering about, preyed on by highwaymen and pirates, patient-
Iy endured by outlaws, rewarding to traders « carried hither and yon on
various enterprises 0 ». A final reminder, here, of the profit to be found
in the «empiricism» of astrological treatises, against the distortion
of our other sources. From literary writers, we learn only of an upper-
class world that never heard of beggary; from the legislators in the
law codes, we learn of a static world, fixing every man in an inherited
home and condition ®. But clients resorted to Firmicus Maternus
for a truer picture of the fourth-century empire.

Yale University | Ramsay MACMULLEN

"8 Buponere natos*, B.M. 3.6,13; 7.2.1, etc. ; orphans, 4.15.1 and 4 {cf. Pavryus Avnx.
pp. 54, 59, T1); captivi*, 4.14.4, oto. ; for slaves bunglng danger or trouble on their masbers,
8.7.26; 3.2.26; efc.

7% T.M. 3.4.1; 3.4.22; etc

80 Latrones* 8.31.6, 58, 60, cto.; piratae, 3.13.2, ete.; grassafores and abactores,
3.11.10; 6.31.8; frequenter mutare domivilia or the like, 8.9.5; 3.13.4; 4.10.10; 8.6.2;
traders on the move, 5.2.21,

81 On ¢ empivicism », abovoe, n. 44; on distortions in the laws, MacMuLreN: JES 54

(1964) 50,





