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THE FOUR BOOKS OF PSEUDO-DEMOCRITUS

Aÿlp, oKptxoÿ) ÿ,ÿpt ÿr, opq)ÿ)paÿ Kat %pÿaoÿ3 'notÿloÿmÿ"

10

15

mÿ ÿop96pÿ" ÿcÿ ÿpÿxÿoOat vÿ)Z0ÿp-ÿpov ÿv. Eÿmcÿ ÿ,aÿbv [ÿp6mv

OaXaaÿi,oÿv ÿtmpaq ÿ6o. [ÿ&ÿ,ÿ bÿmp ÿ ÿvat ÿn&vm %ÿv ÿp6ov

8ÿ6L-ÿolza, Oÿpgavov" nat ÿvOÿi,ÿ xfiv ÿpÿ<ÿv, na%&%ÿ. Xaÿ0vo-

pct 8ÿ oÿvmÿ0ÿlmm, ÿoÿ8 90&oat ruby tÿmp.bv ÿ0)ÿ ram3 ÿ0gÿvoÿ,

naÿ. Eaoov wz0fiÿtÿpa 860. Eÿa Xÿ(bv ÿtsx& %co3ÿcÿ, ÿlpctvov ÿv
oÿtÿ" %by 8k ÿtogbv ÿrl ÿcXÿ-ÿg. Eÿct IÿcÿZ,ÿbv ÿg %bv ct6mbv ÿmÿtbv

p6mv Xtzpaÿ 860, Iÿ&Xÿ ÿv %0 ÿmgÿ, 5&op &ÿ 7evÿaOat "tfiv
&vaXoTtav %'hv ÿpÿbmÿv' naÿ, ÿ%ÿ goaa6xtoÿ ÿoÿ &v ÿaZÿv0fi. Eÿ%ct

v. Eÿ%a ÿ,aÿiÿbv, &ÿ6ÿ,ÿvov ÿfÿ oÿpov hal ÿlpavov ÿv ontÿ. EI¢a

;ÿa[ÿ6v Zan%&v, zptqÿov" nat )ÿalÿv Z,aÿt&0oÿ Xtmpacÿ xÿ.aaapaÿ,

Democritus, On the Making of Purple
and Gold: Natural and Secret

Tit. Aÿ]lÿonptzoÿ -- p.gaÿ& M 2r : Aÿ]lÿoÿptzoÿ ÿotÿc& ÿaÿ, ÿtÿ)a%t)ÿ& M 66v BA : ÿr

x&v gnp, orÿptzoÿ ÿpl, ÿopqÿpag 9ÿtÿ V II 1 hie compendium libri de purpura inei-

pit II ÿ xt,ÿpÿv .tÿv BÿRa : 8iÿ ÿ,'ÿ c( MV : rA, L{'ÿpav p.ÿav B : ÿLg Xh:pav p.t&v A l{

8toÿoXo0 MV : &oÿox l : 8toJÿdXoÿ A : 8taÿ]oÿo0 Zubor (7, 62Vl) : 860 b{ÿoÿoÿbÿ Zuri :

forL 8tmÿ6Xm) 11 alt. 7ÿzpav dol. Zlÿ1 II 2 oÿtÿ ÿ: ,ÿ,ÿ,ÿv ÿ II ,ÿ,a,ÿpo,

BoRu: ÿ ÿ : ÿ ,,ÿ l{ ÿ[ÿ ÿWW: ,,,ÿ z,ÿ' 11 ÿP,ÿxÿ BoRu : V ÿ,ÿVÿ 11 ;' ,,iV:

, HA II 6 ÿ My: ÿoÿ BA I{ 7 ÿX8 ÿmg M : £ dÿq A et B ut rid. (ÿ...]ÿ) : ÿ. &Xpt$ V U

8-9 ÿax)vo'ÿfla BAY : Xÿvon:8pa (sic) M : Xa'ov6mspa BeRu 1] 11 pall ÿ:Xÿ.ml$ scripsi :

gfi ÿZÿtÿ MV : ÿ¢Zÿov BA : ÿyXÿG BeRu : ÿt'ÿ ÿ7%ÿ ZurI [I 11=2 ÿlaXÿbv    8'6o M

V : Xa[ÿbv z6v tÿ)I6v ;o)lÿ6v" ÿ:aÿ [ÿaXfov klxpaq [Y BA I112 &ÿ MY : ÿo%,ÿ BAII 12-3

"V?lV npth'cnv &vaÿovtav BA l} 13 EXe MBV : ÿnXe AIt 14 ÿotrlÿaxto BA : ÿot$lÿet M :

XcÿXÿv MV : -ÿv BA ut semper [I mpÿgov scripsi : ÿ MBVA : mp£[ÿ (sic) BÿRu

M, fol. 2r (ubi titulus legitur) + fols. 66v27-71r6

B, fols. 8v10-17r16

V, fols. 33v13-35v16 (= 11. 1-63) + fols. lrl-7r16 (= 11. 61-229) et Va, fol. 149v1-12 ÿ 11.

184-96)
A, fols. 24v5-29v3

CAA G Ii 41-9

Questions (=PM)

x. For a pound of purple put (?)... iron slag into seven drachmas of urine: set it on

a fire to bring it to the boil. Then take the decoction from the fire and pour it into a
vessel--put the purple in first and pour the decoction over the purple: let it soak for a
day and a night." Then take seaweed,ÿ two pounds, and pour in water so that it is
four fingers above it. Keep it in this state until [the decoction] thickens. Then strain
and warm the strained decoction; plunge the wool you have collected into it. Use the
spongier sort so that the wash [i.e. the dyeing solution] soaks in deeply; leave it to
stand for two days and nights. Afterwards take the wool out and dry it in the
shade; but do not pour the wash away. Then put two pounds of seaweed into the
same wash and pour water into the wash so that it has the previous ratio: keep it
in this state until it thickens. Then strain and put in the wool as before and let

[the solution?] work for a day and night. Then take the wool out, wash it
with urine and dry it in the shade. Next take add crush lakcba;ÿ then take four

/

L

mÿ SyrL; aÿiqua praecepta de purpureis tincturisÿ Demÿcriteis cÿnÿparandaÿ servat SyrC (vide 3SyrC ÿ ÿ 5ÿ7).
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pounds of monk's rhubarb [dock]4 and boil with urine to dissolve the dock. Then
filter seawater, put lakcha in it and boil until it thickens. Strain the lackha again

and plunge the wool in. Afterwards wash it with urine, and again with water:
then dry in the shade as before and fumigate with seashellss the wool which has
been left to soak in urine for two days.

8tÿLiaag ÿ&Ltv xbv £aÿZ&v, ÿ&ÿ X'ilvÿpÿav. Eÿxÿ gex& xÿxÿ

hÿpÿg 8bo.

Rv0og 0ÿ£&ÿtov, @7ZOÿOÿ AÿoS*ÿvfi, ÿp%ttv6g, gpD0p68ÿvov
*6 "I%ÿX*ÿ6v, CDL&v0tov %b 8ÿ%tÿ6v, ÿ£ÿ 6 ÿopgÿptog, ÿ68tov

ogxÿ£tov %6Atÿ6v, ÿ 6A{Tÿ=gtog ÿ6gZOg 6 %fig ÿpÿ£{oÿ,

[ÿ=t z6 %fig] Xÿp{ÿg 8 ÿ£oÿotv ÿ6yXov. Tÿ¢& ÿoztv &ÿtvÿ%ÿ,
oÿzÿ %tgÿ%& ÿp' fgÿv,ÿfiv *fig to&xÿmg.

18 ÿ [i. e. ÿ)8(ÿop) 0ÿ£&ÿot(ov)] MBVA : 5amp BeRu l] ÿ6v ore. BA l] [ÿget MBV : -31

: ÿ Boÿu Zu*t II ÿ ÿA : aXP*ÿ &ÿ V : ÿ oÿ Zÿrt II ÿ-20 ÿ&  ÿo&ÿ=ÿ

MV : nXÿ3vov oSpoÿ" Itgÿ& ÿxÿ 58ÿt" ÿtxcÿ ÿllp&vcÿg BA II ÿ1 ÿw=oÿapÿwÿvnv

MV : -otg BA I122 hÿtÿpcÿg M : 66 BVA ]1 23-4 x& elospX6ltev& clot ¢&8€ ZurI :

%& &gÿpx6ÿtev& clot x&8ÿ M : el.or ¢&8€ %& eÿ.oÿpx6ÿtevcÿ V : x& eÿospx6btev& eÿot

%ct5%(ÿ BA II 24 a MBA: 8ÿp V ]l ÿ6ÿoÿ Lag: ÿ6ÿov mgv: ÿ6ÿoÿ A II 2S
&TgoDoct A(zoStÿvÿl scripsi, praeeunte Lag (-)ctvÿ) : -cÿv ÿ.ctSucÿvÿl MV : -(xv L(xStÿd.vÿlv

BA ]] )cpÿtv6g MBA: om. V: ÿ1 )ÿp. BeRu II 26 ÿx&voÿoÿ MBVA: ÿXX&ÿ- SÿRu II

.optpÿptog MVA : -stog B ]] post ÿopg{ÿptog add. ÿr zoO) ÿpÿoÿ Tev6ÿtevog iV : gK %oCÿ

tboÿ T. dubit, prop. BeRn: ÿ zo5 ÿuptoÿ T. Lag ; ÿ€ ¢o5 8pÿ5o'0 % prop. Col[net

(<<Byzant[nm) 84) : glossema videtur, fort. ÿc zo5 ÿpioD T., coll. e lana confectus Zuber (Z

63r10) II 27 ÿpo*ÿtp.ÿl*cÿt iV: -ÿlvxcu BA et Moyses Alch. I12s oÿ MBVA: ore.

Moyses AleK l] 29 ¢6 ¢ÿg 'Ax. &v0og 8 MBVA : %t zÿg 'Ax. &v. 8 BeRu : 6 xfig 'Ax. 8v

Moyses Alch. II xÿzav MBVA: Xctzav Moyses Alch. I129-30 'ÿ6 'rÿg Z. 8 MBVA: 6

z. av Moyÿos Aloh. II 30 ÿK,oÿ ÿVA : ÿ,ÿp,ov Moysos ÿh II ÿ ÿ6

)mX2,to)mTg,3Mov MBA : ÿ. ÿ6 ZEtoÿcoyx{)Etov V : om. Moyses Alch. [] 32 8g BA : 8

Mv ot Moyÿ¢s Aÿh II ÿ MBVA: ÿ (ÿ[nÿ Moysos ÿh. 11 ÿ ÿ6 om BA II 33
rcÿ[ %6 xÿ MBVA : ora. Moyses Alch. : ÿ¢cÿ %6 (]el. Zttrÿ [] )ÿ6TXov MBVA : -og Moyses

aoh II ÿto &ÿtÿ= add. o61< BeRu: oS"ÿt Lag II 34 ].o&xso)g MY: -ÿ8og BA :

8tÿEfeÿoÿxxÿmg (sic) Moyses Alch. : fort. 8tÿlT<ÿ10e{mlg> {o&*tmg leg.

3O

25

±. These are the substances that enter into the preparation of purple dye:6 the
seaweed7 that is called 'fake little shell,'s and kermesfl and sea flower,ÿ° and
alkanet from Laodicea,ÿ and krÿmnos,ÿ and Italian madder,ÿ3 and western

pbylantbion (?)f14 and the purple worm, and Italian pomegranate [? or rose

extract].ÿ5 These flowers [i.e. dyes] were preferred by our predecessors, but they
are unstable, not valuable. On the other hand there are the Galatian worm,*ÿ and
the Achaean flower that is called lakdga,ÿ7 and the Syrian [flower] that is called
'litde root,"ÿ and the little shell, and the small Libyan mollusc with a spiral shell,
and the Egyptian shell from the coast, which is called pinnaffÿ and the woad
plant,*° and the [flower] from the upper Syria, which is called 'shell.' These
dyes are stable, but they are not considered valuable among us, except the woad
plant.

ore. SyrL SyrC.
TEST. 27-34 Moyses Alch. (A, fo!. z73ÿ/9 z73ÿI), ut monuerunt BeRu (CAAG tt 307 n. 15), qui textum non ed.
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35      3. Tcÿ%xÿ o%v nctpÿ ÿo% ÿpo8tprlgÿvm) 8tScÿoK&koD [tettct0q-

Kt)g, KÿXÿ ÿfig ÿXqg %ÿlV 8taq}op&v ÿTvmÿdÿg, ÿlÿo%)tW 6ÿmg &pg6-
om x&g 9%ÿtÿtg. Et 7Rp ÿcd. xbÿ0vrilÿEv ÿlp.f)v 6 8ta&O'KetXOg, p.qaÿ-

=m {lbtS)V -cÿkEtm0gv*mv, &k£' ÿ%t =8pÿ xÿlv ÿ=i.Tvmatv xÿg %£qg

&=aGZoXoÿ0}.tÿvo)v, ÿ "At8oÿ) zo%zov qÿpgtv ÿ=ÿtpÿbtqv" r.bg 8ÿ etg

40   zo%zo &pbtqÿot, Eb0%g =cÿptÿ&kEÿ XÿTmv' <<=cÿpi:%ttg 8mpE&g

°ÿg 8ÿ ÿoXX& =apeÿRLoÿv ÿlpr3ÿmv 0" 6=mg &pg6ÿo %&g qÿi)ÿtg,
q)ÿlG£ Itot 8%ÿo£ov ÿ,ÿ78tv, o{))c ÿgt*p0gov*og (xÿ%ÿ ÿo% 8a%go-

vog. MtVOV 8ÿ ggrÿv' <<ÿt [8%ÿ3ÿot ÿv ÿ:0 {ÿ-P0 8{ÿtv)>, 'Avÿxpÿ=g

45   ÿtg z6 tÿpbv ÿTÿv6gqv ÿpmavÿlÿmv, 8{=ÿp 8"ovq0ÿi.W ÿ%=opqGÿt
ZÿV [ÿt[$XimV" OiSXe 7Rp =eptÿbV X0 ÿ£¢ ÿ:(ÿ'ÿ(Z etpqlÿet" 68*.&0EZog
7&p &V ÿxgkÿ{)%cÿ, dÿg gÿ.v *trig 9oÿmv, 8q£q*qp£¢ zp'qo&p.ÿvog
8t& &=aXLoÿgÿv WaZqg ÿ ÿo% o(ol.ta'mq, rhg 8ÿ 6 "0{6q q}qÿtv,

s0   Itsvog g6VOV x0 v{.0 ÿcwqoeo0m "c&g [S%[ÿXoÿog, 8{ %{v xp(ozW
%=tp[8ÿ ÿlXtlctcÿv' zoi)ÿov 8ÿ. o%8ÿ%g o%S&v ÿlp.8)v ÿI=%ÿ%oÿ'ro. "fag o%v

pÿx)VÿlÿCÿv*ÿg e{)pobtÿv o%8ÿv, &:tvbv %ggÿgrlbtsv ÿRIa,ÿa:ov ÿo'ÿ

°D4 8ÿ iÿXett)octbtÿv ÿ&g oÿvOÿEg ÿfiq ÿSXqg, zptvoÿa %tvbg
5s   ÿvo*&v%og ÿcd. =cwqTÿpecog oiSoqg ÿv gO taP0 =&v%ÿg ÿlbtÿgg

i6*td)l.tÿO¢ÿ" (bg o%v ÿbtÿV ÿV %0 V(xO, {g u%ZOJt&'m'o o'%ÿIXq %tg

[Ki, e)v ÿv' ÿ] 8uÿppYlTvÿ)ÿ:o:t, "ÿv httetg ÿo)pÿFtÿv iÿvSov obSÿv

3. Having learned these things from the abovementioned master and known the
differences of the matter, I strove to combine natures. Since our master died before

our initiation was completed, while we were still devoted to investigating the matter,
I tried to conjure him from Hades. As soon as I was ready to do it, I immediately
conjured him by saying: "Are you giving me any gift in return fur what I did for
you?" So I spoke, but he kept silence. Since I conjured him several times asking

how to combine natures, he replied to me that it was difficult to speak, because
he was not allowed to do so by his daemon. He told me only: "The books are in

the temple." I came back to the temple and prepared myself for exploring it in the
hope of finding the books. He did not speak about them when he was alive, and

he died intestate: some people claim that he swallowed a poison for separating
soul from body; according to his son, he died suddenly during a banquet. But
before dying he made sure that the books would have been shown only to his son

after he had passed his first age [i.e. his childhood]: so none of us knew anything

about them. Since we did not find anything despite our searches, we worked very
hard to make substances and natures mix together and to bring them into aggrega-
tion. When we accomplished the combinations of the matter, after a little while a

feast took place in the temple and all of us joined the banquet. We were in the
sancta sanctorum when a column broke up by itself, which at first sight did not

35 oSv MBA : xo£vÿ0v VII 36-7 &pB6ÿm MBVA : aÿco%ÿm Moyses Alch. H 39 post

AtSon add. 9qaiv MV : qÿaÿtv BiCu 11 (bg 8ÿ MV : ÿa£ dÿg BA]l 40 ÿrctpmc&Xÿaa MV :

-eat BA [I 41 ÿrsÿ6ÿa MBA : ÿat6ÿlaa V [1 42 fipÿhxmv 0' 5ÿmg BiCu : ÿl. xb ÿ¢og M :

% =ÿ V : ft. 5=rag BA l] 43 post ÿrÿ add. 8/ÿ V ]l post 8ÿo;ÿov add. ÿXm BA, xoÿ'm

V II 44 post ÿ=v add. 6=, v II post Rvaa'cpÿag add. oÿv V [I 45 a{g xbv {epbv MBA :

v =ÿ tÿpÿ v II ÿv6ÿv ÿAV: ÿv- M II 46 ÿ ÿ*ÿ =ÿ*ÿ B : ÿoÿ=o MV : ÿ,ÿ

tÿL£o) xaa3xcÿ A : xrÿ IÿtÿMq) xoÿxo BeRu : xÿ ÿI.0ÿ "coÿxo BiCu I147 post +xaka%xa add.

oÿ ÿoÿ= .oÿ.o ,,va ÿv o.ÿoov v II 48 Va);Cÿlg MV: -ÿv BA II ÿoZ oÿ ÿV II

50 ÿt6v6v M et V a.c. : rt6w BA et V p.o. II m=vÿo0ÿ, rvmv : mÿv- A 11 sÿ oÿ

pÿv xw: oÿa6ÿm ÿ ÿ6v BA II 56 ÿ.ÿ0ÿ M,VA : ÿo0.- BeRu II ÿ -- wÿ

tamquam ex glossemate seclnsi: post "ÿ add. *¢cd. V : ÿv )¢tmw. ÿ BA : )dmv "ÿv in parenth.

inser., nee non "ÿ deL BiCu : <ÿ> )¢{mv ÿv, ÿ BeRn : ÿ )¢t6wov D-K [1 8uxppÿTvÿ'cm

A : -n,=t v I157-60 ÿv ÿtteSg --- kTXSÿv$ÿg MV : ned. ÿ7ÿ¢bÿ(xv'rgg ÿvaov, 6pÿlxev

v o:bxÿ %&g ncÿxptctg {B£ÿkm)g. ÿ'ÿ ÿporopi.oawÿg t{g pLÿaov BA

i
/

i%)L¸¸ E •

om. SyrL SyrC.

TEST. 35-7 + 61-3 Moyses Alch. (A, foL z73ÿ 4) CAAG 1I 3o7,15-7 t138-90lymp. Alch. CAAG II 1oo,6-8.

C
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contain anything inside. But < ... > said that the books of his father had been pre-
served within this column, and he took them out and showed them publicly.
Peering [into the books] we were surprised [to find] that we had not neglected any-
thing, except this very helpful saying that we found there: "Nature delights in

nature, nature conquers nature, nature masters nature." We marvelled greatly at

how he had sum,narised all his work in such a short saying.ÿT

58 6 8ÿ oÿ'&wtg (sic) M : 008" &vxtg V : 6 8' 'Oa¢&Vÿlg D-K : 8 8ÿ ob¢' &v %tg

Eÿ0cÿcev (= quod nemo dixerit) Zur' [I 59 KOÿ M : ÿV V 11 60 ÿ0(Xÿ0ILaÿOÿLEV MBV:

A II : {I 6a post ÿ:p0t'ÿ add. %&

8ÿ. ÿ:xep(x ÿpoÿyp&9ÿlcrcÿv et des. V 35v

TEST. 61--3 Fragm. alch. CAAG H zo,5-6 et zz,4 7 et 359,3 4; Isis Alch. CAAG I] 3o,17-8; Zos. Atch. CAAG lI
171,5-6; Sin. Alch. ÿ I, 11. 15-7; Moyses Alch. CAAO lI 3o7,i6f.; Steph. Alch. H zoo,36-7 et zi 5,(ÿ7 et z4o,6-7

Ideler; Philos. Christ. Alch. CAAG II 395,9 ÿo et 416,±o-L

5
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nokkfiq ÿsptapTÿg ÿ ÿ7KsZÿgÿvÿq ÿXÿq Kÿmÿpovÿxs.

zoÿ "I'cixÿ.ucoa3 o%itte0ag otbtux'rt, {] 0ÿim &rd)pm, ÿ1 &ippo68kqlVm, ÿ1

cOÿ6v &aÿtaamov. Eav0fiv 8{: ÿx{[ÿcÿkÿ &pT6pÿ, ÿaÿ ÿatg
Zpÿ3ÿ6v- Zpÿ60, ÿctt ÿoxat Zpÿoÿc6paÿ,koq ffaÿ].tG'm)0Eÿo'a. T6 8"

c<6x6 ÿotÿi ÿaiÿ &pÿavtÿ6v ÿav06v ÿccÿi 6avSap&%ÿ ohcovollÿl-

0ÿaÿ ÿc<ÿ ÿtvv&ÿaptq ÿ&vÿ rl ÿxPÿX98tocÿ. Tbv 8ÿ Zakÿbv

75   &OKIÿO'ÿOV IZ6VÿI h bSp&pygpoq hotel 'H 96otg ÿv qÿ6otv vtÿ&

6. Ha)pl.zrlV &pTa)pi.'nlv, 8v ÿcct[ ÿtSÿlpPCrlV ÿcÿoa3otv, o[nov61ist

6ÿ ÿ0oÿ, ÿva !5ÿoeÿt 5vvÿOfi' ÿ86OBt 8ÿ St& ÿvt0ÿ%ÿ fi ÿ,ÿwcfiÿ
ktOÿpy6poÿ, ÿ "cO "Ixc0ÿtÿc(0 ÿ'cÿ[tÿt. Kÿi. oÿ6pÿtÿov Itoÿ.0ÿSm' o1)Z

65 hie fort. compendium libri de auri confectione incipit l] ante "ÿ:ÿ0 add. titulum ÿr 'cÿv

fiÿllioÿpt.xoÿa 9a)m.r&v ÿ. p.,ao'ÿtÿv atque 11. 61-64 (ÿ 96gig -- "ally ypÿxgqlv) V 1r II 66

naptepyl.aq scripsi: -8ÿcÿ MV : rÿeptep[._..] B : -apTc<aÿag A II ante aa)yneÿa)lXÿVÿlq add.

06 M I167 ÿ[ÿl [i.e. Xp'o,ÿoÿot[ix] MBVA in mg. : ÿ ÿro ÿ "=-,ÿ;ÿ='ÿ':'-,r Itÿ-,* e*

1ÿ,*ÿ! h.ÿ,ÿaÿ,lÿ Iÿol NNbÿ }ÿva ];.ÿla* lex philosophi Democriti doctrina, pars prima ex

primo ÿ'actatu de anti confectione] SyrL : !;,,,a b,ÿ. ÿ ]aÿt :,,ÿfl;ÿ,ÿ.! lÿkÿ

[Democriti liber. De solis (i.e. anri) splendenfis confecfione] SyrC 1[ 68p&pTopov BeRu :

A II &ÿoÿ:ÿ [i.e. hÿppooa;vÿlVm BeRu] MV : hgpoÿ BA [1 70 ÿ£13c<Mva MV : -13aÿ,a

BAII ÿvo,ÿnv scripsi, coll. iÿ:. ÿ 9,1/* [et cum (argentum vivum) album fiat, destille]

Sr.L : ÿv MV : ÿtav ÿA II ÿ [i.e. XaLÿ BeRu] BA et ÿzm? ÿ [ad Venerem (i.e.

aes)] SyrL : ÿ [i.e. Xeÿ/woO] MV II 71 9' lie Z=Xÿ6ÿ Uegÿ ÿ ot ÿ" ÿA : ? V I1

z[lÿaÿLÿ 1We : -Iÿak8 BA II &PT6Pm, seripsi post Hoefer, Histoire de la chimie, vol. 1,

278 et \oik, '%.x lad plumbum] SyrL : oakÿvÿlv M : ÿ-g B : ÿ"ÿ" A : 1ÿ V : oeXÿvÿ Ruska,

Turba, 189 n. 6 1172 'ÿJ [i.e. Xpa3ÿbv BoRu] MV: 'd B: ÿj A tl 7s a,oÿ.ÿoÿ ÿv : ÿ.

BA II oÿvÿap&xn MV: ÿ BA II 74 ÿ.vÿtÿ MV: ÿ&ÿaptÿ ÿA I[ Xÿ6ÿ raw
et ÿ" BAII 75 68p&pTÿpog MV: ÿ BAII ante ÿp6otG add. yhp BeRu I176 ante xÿpÿxÿlV

add. ÿ,a[ÿv Moyses Alch. I[ ÿa3pPnlV apTopi.mÿlV 1VIVA : -ÿlq -rlÿ B [1 otSÿlpt'olv MBVA :

&W/gpooxSÿpÿ%ÿv Moyses Alch. [[ 77 8tÿvi0ÿmÿ MV : St& v60o9 Aet Moyses Alch. :

St& w° B : hÿ ÿ [fort. 8ÿ ÿ%ÿvÿ] SyrL SyrC [] 78 ante ÿ0 add. ÿv ÿA et Moyses

MBVA : h Moyses alch. : ea,m.ÿ [plumbo?] SyrL : (i.e.l.ÿa,ÿ,.m.ÿ) &ÿ [hoe (i.e. stibio)]

SyrC

EDITION (Greek texts)   $87

4. I too have come to Egypt to deal with natural substances, so that you may dis-

regard many captious questions and the confused matter.

5. Take mercury and make it solid with the body of magnesia, or with the body of

Italian stibnite, or with unburnt sulphur, or with moon foam,ÿ or with roasted lime,
or with alum from Miles, or with orpiment, or according to your knowledge.ÿ3 if it

[i.e. mercury] turns white, lay it on copper, and yon will have 'shadowless' copper. [If
the mercury turns] yellow, lay it on silver and you will have gold;ÿ4 on gold, and it
will be solid gold coral?s Yellow orpiment produces the same effect, and processed

realgar and the cinnabar that has been completely turned inside out. But mercury
alone makes copper 'shadowless.'ÿ6 Nature conquers nature.

6. Process silver pyrite that is also called siderites as is customary, so that
it may be melted)7 It will melt with nitheOs (?)ÿs or white litharge,ÿ9 or

Italian stibnite. So reduce it to powder, mixing with lead [lit. sprinkle it on

4  om. SyrL SyrC.
TEST. 65-6 Syn. Alch. $ 5,1]. 6x-z.

s  SyrL: CMA II xo,3-ÿz (textus); z9 praec. • (translatio); SyrC : lSyrC ÿ L
TEÿT. 67-70 Philos. Christ. Alch. CAAG l1397ÿz-5 1[ 67 Zos. AIch. CAAG II x7z,4-5 et ÿr9z,z±-x93,6; Syn. Alch.

r, I. x84; Olymp. AIch. CAAG II 74,ÿo; Steph. Alch. 1I zÿ8,ro Meier; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. Mch. BeRu)
CAAG II xz3,zo-J; Philos. Christ. Alch. CAAG II 397ÿ•3 [[ 74-5 Zos. Alch. CAAG Iÿ x7%ÿ3 et x93ÿ9.

SyrL: CMA I1 xo, ÿz-6 (rextus); ÿ9 pracc, z (translafio); SyrC: 1SyrC ÿ z.

/
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80

&Ttÿg ÿTm, ÿvcÿ laÿl rtLctVrl0ÿg, &ÿk& ÿ0 &ÿt6 Koÿtÿoÿ Kct[

ktOapybpoÿ) ltÿLÿvt xO fl116}v, f] fbg ÿ.xtvoÿg" ÿctÿ &rÿ16ov, Icc*ÿ

Ttt[ScÿXXE ÿSXÿ ÿcÿvObv 7ÿv6gÿvov, 1cod. [ÿ&ÿEtg. 'H 7&p ÿpÿ6tg ÿ.fi
cp0oÿt xÿpltÿxat.

lead]: I do not mean 'lead' in its general sense--do not be misled--but with our

black [lead] cmnposed from Coptic stibnite and litharge,3° or according to your
knowledge. So roast it and, when it turns yellow, lay it on the matter: you will
dye it. For nature delights in nature.

7. Hÿ)pÿxxlV o{ÿov61tst [mg oÿ 7ÿvllÿ{zt &ÿcaÿoxoÿ, &ÿoJÿaÿcbv

"rÿlV !-tsXcÿvtav" ohcov6gÿt 8ÿ- 6ÿ&ÿvgÿ, ÿ oÿ5pÿ &qÿ06po, ÿ1 0cÿX&o(srl,

1 6ÿx)btÿXtZt, {] tbg ÿntVOÿg, lcaÿ 8nÿlÿOV [mg oÿ 7ÿvrlzat dÿq

gbtcÿ Zpÿooÿ &ÿcaÿoÿov. KC& ÿ&v gÿVÿlZCtt, rcp6olxtÿov ed)'cC0

0ÿov &ÿspov, ÿ a'cam'c'qpto;v ÿ,ÿv0Ylv, ÿ 6ÿpcÿv 'Azztÿcfiv, ÿ ÿbg

rÿtvoÿg. KÿI. ÿxt!Set£Xe &pT0p0ÿ St& xbv Zpx)66v, ned. Zpx)ÿ0 St&
"cb Xpa)aoÿoTx{)Xtov. 'H T&p tp{)atg "CÿlV q){)atv ÿpctgsL

79 xÿ BA: x6 MV et Moyses Alch. II a=ÿ ÿeL zÿ' II ÿo=,ÿoÿ MÿVA: -0 Zurl:

,ÿ e,o! ÿ,h [illud (plumbum vel stibium) quod ex Same exit] SyrL SyrC 11 80

nÿoÿpÿZpoÿ BA : -ÿ MV II 81 a=tÿnnÿ MV : -ÿnÿ ,A II ÿaWÿ Moyses Alch. et

.ÿ [inficis] SyrL: -at MBVA : -ÿ BeRu [I 81-2 xfi 9ÿ8ÿ MBV : {pÿt AI[ 83 ante

=ÿapi,'crlv add. ÿvmctOOct voag BA {I ÿ MBA: &Zptg VII 88 aÿ,ÿ My: Oÿo- BA I1

cd. &ÿ'nloov om. MV et Moyses Alch. 11 86 &nctÿomov MBVA : -ÿaOo'to'o Zur' et

Moyses Alch. II 88 ÿ ÿZÿ MV : ÿ ÿA II ÿ [i.o. apÿ Senna MSV ot

bÿ lÿi? [adico ad lunarn (i.e. argentum)] SyrC : ÿ A : bzuÿ lÿ,i? [adice lunam (i.e.

argentum)] SyrL II xo,,Ov BoRu: d MBVA II ÿd [Le. 9ÿpaÿ6ÿ BeRu] MBVA II 89 ÿa
A: ÿOv MÿV II zoÿ.oÿoÿzZÿoÿ MÿVA: &oÿZ,ov Moysos Alch. II 90 aÿto ÿ=ÿa,ÿ-

v6v add. in nag. ÿrÿpl ÿctv0(6crao0 ÿ[ÿ [i.e. Xpÿzoÿot[cq MVA ]l p,&plxcÿpov MBA et V

p.ÿ.:-vapor v,.ÿ. II 92 ÿctvOdxsgtg MBV : -6tg A II 93 ÿ,=o0ÿtonÿ MV: ÿCÿl=zOÿOti.-

onÿ UA II pr. ÿ addidi II 0ÿoÿ Mv:-ÿ nA II apoÿvtÿoÿ MV:-o nA II o=va=@znÿ
scripsi : rsavaapaz MV : -aZrl BA l[ ztz&voÿ scfipsi : XBX&VO M : zÿx&voa) V : ztxhw0

vel arrhenico vel sandaraea vel calce] SyrC II 94 ÿntlÿ&kXtlg MV : I5&ETVTIG BA II ÿ

[i.e. &pygapq) BeRu] Bet }ioÿ-ÿ ÿ M..ÿol \ÿo let si adieis partita ad lunam (i.e. argentum)]

SyrC: (ÿ MVA II zÿ,,6ÿ A: d ÿv: °d li.o. zÿo6€1 M II 95 tz8 [i.e. Zp'ooÿ BeRu]

MB et ÿ [ad solem (i.e. aurum)] SyrC : ÿ VA

90      8. Tb ÿkcvaStctvbv £a[ltbv, rcotÿt It&pltapov ÿccÿ obcov6p.ÿt cbg

0oq, ÿog ÿcÿv0bv 7ÿvÿl"cat. E&v0co6ov oÿv, oÿ %by ÿi.0ov Lÿ:7o,

hTVL& "c6 xoÿ ÿi,Ooÿ Zpfiotttov" ÿav06erÿtg 8ÿ p.ex& ÿxamxrlptag

tÿo0atonÿ, <'ÿ> 0area), ÿ1 &pzsvtÿcot3, ÿ zavSaphzÿlg, ÿ xtx&vo,a,

i] ¢bq ÿrÿtvoÿg. Kaÿ ÿ&v ÿ=tÿB&kXÿg hpg6pm, notÿg Zpx)66v' ÿ&v
95   8ÿ Xpa)60, rcotaÿg ZWo6olcogxOXtov. 'H 7&p q){)¢ÿtq "ÿv tp{)mv

vtÿoct ÿpaxÿ.

85

7. Process pyrite until it becomes incombustible, losing its blackness: process it

with vinegar and brine, or pure urine, or seawater, or honey and vinegar, or accord-

ing to your knowledge; so roast it until it becomes like the incombustible gold-dust.

And as it becomes so, mix with it unburnt sulphur, or yellow alum, or Attic ochre, or
according to your knowledge,z' So lay it on silver in order to have gold [lit. for the

sake of gold] and on gold in order to have gold shell [lit. for the sake of gold shell].3
For nature masters nature.

8. Take klaudianon,ÿ make it gleaming and process it as is customary, until it
turns yellow. You must make it yellow; I do not mean the stone, but the useful
part of the stone: you will make it ydlow with dried [lit. squeezed out] alum,

<or> sulphur, or orpiment, or realgar, or hme, or according to your knowledge. If

you lay it on silver, you will have gold; if you [lay it] on gold, you will have gold
shell. For nature masters nature by conquering it.

[-

/
/

6  TEST. 78 81 Zos. Alch. CAAG I1 ÿ 77,zo-x78,z et ]93,7-8 et x94,x3 ct x98,x5; Olymp. A]ch. lI 94,x-z; Philos.

Anon. Alch. (Zos. AIch. BeRu) CAAG II i37,6.

7  SyrL: CMA H/O, JT-ZO (rvxtus); za praec. 3 (translado); SyÿC: ISyrC ÿ 3.
TEST. 83-9 Moyses Alch. (A, foL z73ÿ5-r z), ut monuerunt BeRu (CAAG I1307 n. z8), qui texture non ed. [1 84-5
Zos. Alch. CAAG lI ÿ85,6-7; Pelag. Alch. CAAG l[ z5%x±; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. Alch. BeRu) CAAG II

$ 8  ore. SyrL; SyrC: 1SyrC ÿ 4.
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lO0

C[::

105

10. TÿV 8ÿ Kÿpÿav ncÿSgictv, xqlv ÿoatÿ.vqv ÿ7m, ÿ{)ÿ¢atw

,.bÿ iÿ0oq. Eÿzcÿ ÿoi,ÿt ÿcÿv0ÿIv" ÿav0ÿaÿtg 8/ÿ Xoÿ,fi p, oozÿt% fi

"rÿpeÿ3tv01.v!l, fi ms:lyre, fi 15a{pavtvÿ, fi ÿ&v )ÿ81¢t0otq, ÿctv0ÿoat

ctb'dlv 6ÿ)vcqtÿvotq, ÿ¢al ÿ.l]ctÿX8 &py6pÿ" Zpÿ)obg 7&p ÿa%at St&

6v Zpÿabv ÿ¢aÿ 6t& z6 Zpÿoÿtbgtov. 'H 7&p q06ÿtq zilv qÿ6otv
VtKÿ.

11. Tbv &vSpoS&ÿtavzcÿ olnov6gst oÿvo c&ozqpÿ, h 0c&&ÿoÿ,

fi oÿ3pÿ, fi 6ÿaÿ.gÿ, ¢otÿ aÿvagÿvotg o[5ÿat a6ÿm3 tfiv qÿ6ÿtv.

Sa'rt 0riÿqÿ &0tÿ:'rÿ. 'Ent[ÿXÿ,r 8ÿ &p76pm., <'ÿaÿ ÿa¢at Xp'oa6g'>

Kÿ[ 6"ÿV 0ÿov &ÿI)pov ÿrpotÿl&ÿ, ÿ0tÿq Zpl)6oÿ6ÿttov. 'H T&P

115  ÿ06Otÿ zfiv qÿ6otv ÿ¢pcÿzÿ. [Ofix6g ÿaxtv 6 M0oÿ b ÿ.¢T6ÿevog
Zpvatxng].

97 ÿctw&[Saptv MV : :¢tva- BA 11 98 a&pemg MV : -pCbog B : -p,.og A [1 99 Zcÿcav0o'o

[i.o. &m,60, BoY, u] M : ÿC ÿA ÿt V p.ÿ. : d v ÿ.ÿ. I1 "d [i.o. xo,o6g BoRu] M : d ÿA :

[i.e. "ÿ'mq (?)] V [] :¢cÿ.roÿ&wrEq sofipsi : -'q MBVA II ÿoÿ ant° ,ÿ,mÿ ÿdd. v&0

BeRu II 102 supra ÿcÿS}ÿ[av add. xo.'ÿtcÿv B II ÿgÿ.ÿv,ÿ mVA : fort. ÿ,- BeRu:

tooÿtÿvÿv (sic) Zur'll ,04 ÿepÿvotvn ÿA : ÿpÿ,:ÿv- v II ÿlÿtW ÿA: ,,n- MV II

[i.e. &p76pÿ] MBV : ÿ A : XO,O0 BeRu I1106 && om. BA I1 ÿ6 nA : ÿ6ÿ MV II ,0s
supra &vSpoS&p.av%cÿ add. d MV 11 110 ante ÿ.ÿ[o9 add. red, VII ÿoÿ ÿv :

6ztp,p.:Oog BA II z,ÿnaovto. BA : XÿxXs:t- MV [I 111 96yn MBA : ÿ0'bT'q V : ,ÿ'o?ÿ

BeRu I[ m o'ÿp,:og MY: om,ÿog ÿ 11 ante ,Vÿo,, add. ÿ,ÿ V [I ÿ,ÿ',01on ÿV :

-oÿ0ÿ ÿA Jl ÿWl MÿV : ÿn A II n3 ÿ,m om. SA : ÿh ÿ [cum suÿfurum aqÿal

SyrL et Fÿ}., ÿ lidem] SyrC 11 ÿtaÿxxÿ ÿv: -ÿxÿ BAII ¢° Ii'e" &PTÿP°, BeRu]

MV et ]ÿ,mÿ ÿ [ÿi] [adice partita ad lunam (i.e. argentum)] SyrL SyrC : (ÿ BA ]] ÿ¢ctÿ

oÿm Xpvo6g addidi, coll. b¢ÿ bÿo [et attrum fit] SyrL ÿt ÿ b&o [et sol (i.e. aurum)

q SyrC II n4 ÿo1ÿ Zurÿ: ÿoÿ ÿ¢mW II nS ÿ MÿA ÿt V pÿ : ÿ V
a.c. ]] Oÿzog --Xpÿ0aÿvqg tamquam ex glossemate seclusi : ore. SyrL 8yrC

7

9- Make cinnabar whites4 with oil, or vinegar, or honey, or brine, or alum; then

make it yellow with misy, or sori, or copper flower, or un burnt sulphur, or according
to your knowledge. So lay it on silver: and it will be gold, if you dip gold [into the
solution?];3s if you dip copper, [it will be] electrum. For nature conquers nature.

io. Whiten Cyprian cadmia as is customary; I mean the cadmia that has been

forced out [of its ores].36 Then make it yellow: you shall yellow it with the bile of
a calf, or terebinth resin, or castor oil, or radish oil, or egg yolks, which substances

can make it yellow)7 Then lay it on silver; it will he gold by means of the gold and of
the ferment [lit. sauce/wash] of gold. For nature conquers nature.

fT. Process androdamas3s with rough wine, or seawater, or urine, or vinegar and

brine, substances that can quench its nature. Grind it with Chalcedonian stibnite.
Process it again with seawater, or brine, or vinegar and brine: wash until the blackÿ
hess of the stibnite disappears. Parch and roast until it turns yellow, and you shall
boil it with untouched divine water. Lay it on silver, <and it will be gold >, and if

you add unburnt sulphur, you make ferment [lit. sauce/wash] of gold. For nature
conquers nature. {This is the stone called chrysites.)

S ÿ  om. SyrL; SyrC: ISyrC ÿ 5.
TÿT. 97-98 Zos. Alch. CAAG ]I 185,8-9.

S ,o om. SyrL; SyrC: iSyrC ÿ 6.

" SyrL: CMA 1I lO,2.i-11,4 (rex*us); zo pracc. 4 {translatio); SyrC: ISyrC ÿ 7.
TÿT. 111 Zos. Alch. CAAG 1I 18%1o; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. AIch. BeRu) CAAG I[ 134,3-4 !] 111-20lymp.
Alch. CAAG 1I 99,12-8; Philos. Christ. Alch. CAAG 1I 41o,5 6 ]1 112-3 Zos. AIch. CAAG ll I85,II et 14-5 [[
114-5 Zos. Alch. CAAG i57,zi-5.

;7
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12. Acÿlÿd)v 7fly Lÿa)KÿIV, XÿTC0 x?lv &x6 ÿtBÿ01oa) ÿcÿt DÿK0-
OltCÿzog ]ÿ ÿzlgsog "Izcÿ;Lttcoÿ Kcd. /zcZTWlÿ{,c% ]] Kcxÿ. ÿ,ÿ"ol¢fig

?ÿt0cÿpy0pm), ÿLEa)K&Vÿq" Xsÿ0Kcÿveÿq 8ÿ; cÿ%xmÿv OÿX&ooÿ ÿ &7ÿtÿ

120  %e0pa)ltlxkVrlV ÿl ÿ58amt &epio, b_v 8p6o"O Xÿ7co ÿaÿ mÿXiO, &trace

czÿ*?lv Xmoÿgÿvÿv 7evÿ0m XeÿKÿlv &q ÿtÿ0tov. X6veÿoov oÿv

zoÿzo nÿ ÿnÿXÿ,ÿ abxO Zaÿ,ÿoÿ &v0%, 1ÿ tbv ÿoÿ6v, otÿo-

voÿtÿ10ÿwa ÿ7to, rl Xc&nbv nÿncÿgkvov ÿ,[ctv 90ctpÿwa, fi

Zaÿ,ntzÿlv" ÿat *:ÿcÿvbv ÿni[ÿaXÿ, [tog 7ÿvÿzctt &ppÿomog ÿat

2ÿ  &zpÿ%" ÿSXap&ÿ 8ÿ 7ÿvÿlÿ¢cÿt. ToSx6 kactv x6 ÿtoEÿ1586ZctXnov.

Aonÿtaÿ oÿv ÿt 7iÿ7owv &ÿmov, ÿcd, ÿv p31 7ÿ7ow, zbv ZctEÿbv

ti1 ÿtÿgVÿ, pÿ&ÿ.Xov 8ÿ ÿctÿx6v, ÿnÿt IZ?l ÿ:ctZ.ÿ ÿov6ÿtttÿaÿ.

Hottt oÿv &a'ÿtaa'cov ÿ:0ÿt ÿeÿov noÿt np6al3cÿXTÿe x& ÿav0&aat

a0  %oÿ *tbltcÿotv. '0 7&p Xcÿ;tÿcbg &ÿtaÿzog ÿcw0bg 7ev61zev% n&v

oÿIxa J]&ÿmÿt. "H 7&p cpbo'tg zÿlv qÿbotv vtÿ&.

135

117 supra ÿaÿrbv add. ÿ MV U ÿ. ÿ ÿ-ÿ ... ,ÿ HVA : x. vÿv ÿ.ÿ6ÿ ... ÿ ÿ :

fort. Jr. tt6JVaÿ8ov Z,eÿaÿc6v, coil Jioÿ Jÿ ÿ [cape plumbum album] SyrL SyrC 1[ ÿtlt'o-

01.o'o BeRu: Vtÿtx# MV: Vtl.tttt- BAII 118 6"dÿtemg MV : 6"c[Itlzÿog BAII 119 Xt(ÿ'-"

lie Xÿ0ÿmÿpoÿ ÿoR-I rcrv : xÿ H : xÿ0=pÿ A l) xÿ.ÿavnÿ om. HA [1 Xeÿaÿcawtg (sic)

BA : -ÿlg MV II 120 ze0pÿlt/tÿVrlV scripsi post -gÿvR BeRu et Lÿ.ÿ ÿ h=ÿ Jiÿ. e.ÿ ]oa,

,ÿ.L,-ÿ* [sic (sciL plumbttm) album fit eum maris aquÿ. et conteritur] SyrL SyrC :

'gg0pÿolÿVn MBVA II ÿxto raw: d BAII 121 Vtÿ60tov MV: q/tpÿ}ÿ - BA It m ÿoÿ,o

scripsi : -or MBVA II ÿ=',ÿxxÿ ÿv: -ÿ=xÿ HA l{ ?ÿ o.o. zÿoÿ ÿoÿ MV : ÿ BA II

122-30ilÿOVOptml0gVm(Z MVA: 6ÿ:0- B II 123 xÿxlc6v A et ÿ' M: ÿ B: ÿ VII 124 10),xv6v

tl3aJVXe MV : ÿ. -lÿake BA : e.,,ÿoo ro;ÿ/ ÿ L-aÿ t'! ÿ9'* [adice ad hoc (i.e. plumbum)

venus (i.e. aes) caeruleumque] SyrL SyrC ]l post ÿcog add. av v[I 125 ttoiVo[B86zc&ÿcov

BoRu : ÿoX*ÿ6- VmVA II supra tto;Vaÿ86XaXÿcov add. ÿ h M I[ 126 oÿv MV : 7oÿv

BA II ÿoÿ=oÿ BA: &oÿ*oÿ MV II ZÿXÿ A et ?' MV et ÿ"ÿ II 127 ÿ=i MVA:
{:ÿ (sic) B II ÿoÿ6"noÿ HA: oÿo- MV II 128 .p6oÿxÿ v: aÿ MBA II 129
gt[3aXke MV : -13tzÿ,ÿ BA 11 130 9" [i.e. XcdWc6g BeRu] MV : ÿd B : ÿd AII g=v0aÿ

ore. VII post ÿctv06g add. &v MBA l} 134 Zÿ,mpbv MVB: Z;go- AII suprÿ XXÿp6ÿ add.

) M [1 135 ilÿpag MV : 66 BA

13. TO 0ÿiÿ x0 &n6pÿ ÿuÿ,ÿ,el, oa) 6&pt ÿct[ Z&Eÿcctv0ov' x6 8ÿ

&pl. ÿ'ctv r.bq )cÿ)av6g ÿmp{b&lÿ e6ptcrÿc61xev% &ÿk kv ¢ÿ )d.ÿut'

IXÿotc3 (po)ÿi.v filxÿpaq zpeÿ, ÿo)g 7ÿVrl%at ÿavObv (papgcocov.

*z. Take white earth39--1 mean the earth composed by white lead4° and

helkysma,4ÿ or by Italian stibnite and magnesia, or by white litharge4ÿ as well--
and whiten it. You shall whiten it by crushing it in seawater, or brine, or
rainwater--I mean under the dew and in the sun--so that after being ground it

turns as white as white lead. Then melt this [product] and add to it copper flower,
or the rust that has been scraped off--I mean the one that has been processed--or

burnt copper in an advanced state of decay, or chalkites; then add azurite, until it
becomes solid ]lit. loses its liquidity] and unperforable; it will easily become so.
This is the molybdochalkon [i.e. lead-copper alloy]. Then test whether it has
become 'shadowless'; if not, do not blame the copper, but rather yourself, since
you did not process it in the right way. Then make it 'shadowless,' grind it, add
the substances that can make it yellow and roast until it turns yellow. Then lay it

on any ]metallic] body.43 In fact, the 'shadowless' copper, after turning yellow,
dyes any [metallic] body. For nature conquers nature.

13. Grind sOri and copper flower together with unburnt sulphur; sOri looks

like azurite that easily peels off and is always found in misy. It is also
called green copper flower. Roast it at moderate heat for three days, until

/
/

IZ SyrL: CMA I[ I*,5-tz (textus}; zo-ÿ praec. 5 (translafio); SyrC: 1SyrC ÿ 8.
TÿzT'124-SSteph'Alch']I z3z,3zldder [I 126-7Pelag. Alch. CAAGIIz54,9 rl;Philos. Anon. Alcll.(Zos. Alch.
BeRu) CAAG 11 a z6, t z 411130-1 Pelag. Alch. CAAG I[ z57,1i-z; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. Alch. BeRu) CAAGII

tz6,14-5.
$ ÿ 132-7 SyrL: CMA I1 ÿ 10 3 5 (textus); z r praec. 6 {translatio); SyrC: ISyrC ÿ 9.

TWT. 133ÿ1 Zos. Alch. CAAG 1I r4609 co.

¢
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Zpva6ÿ.
Toÿxo ÿax&0ÿ 7ÿv6ÿvov ÿxaÿov ÿtÿ 6ÿog ÿal X&LKÿv0ov

i gray KaL axÿnÿptav ÿat &ÿaÿ KÿnÿaSoÿKbv Kat vtÿpov

136 ante ÿntÿ,aÿ,e add. ÿcal, VII ÿxxÿ MV : -ÿxÿ BA 11 <ÿ 1ÿ.o. zÿxÿo BeRu] BA

,t ?ÿ MY II ÿ:ÿ li.e. amÿ0ÿ BoRÿ] m : ÿ: BVA II ÿS7 "8 [i.o. Zp.*6ÿ BeRu] M ÿt

140 ÿa[ om. BA II ,ÿ,,ÿ,,,ÿ ÿ : 66 BA l[ 141 ÿ:aÿaW,ÿ BA : -nÿ MV II 'ÿ

[i.e. Zpvo6v BeRu] MV: ÿ BA II m ÿ6v xo.ooo scripsi : ibv cum d s.1. MB: t6vÿ A:

t6ÿ v II ÿto ÿ6ÿ ÿ. rÿ ÿRu II 143 ante Xp'oÿr6ÿcoZ,Tvÿv add. ÿ V II supra Zpÿ6-

oXÿ aÿa d M II 9° ti.o Xÿoÿ ÿeRÿl ÿV: ÿ ÿA II 144 oÿp(o MBV : -ÿ A [I 145
lÿpÿxÿxco. MV: ÿ:ÿlqaÿ0ÿ'ccÿt BA I1146 ÿv BA:-by MV I1148 ÿoÿt MVA: "ÿ6ÿt

[] ÿ0ÿv ÿoÿipsi : ÿvs MV: -6ÿ BA I[ ÿ°ÿ, ÿTÿpoÿ ÿddiÿ, oolL Zos. ÿ.

CAAG H 195,11-2 : £..a@, p,--ÿ ÿo NNaÿ5"ÿ boil [adice ao coque atque invenies quae

quaefis] SyrL SyrC II 149 xpÿo6oa3 iv: -6v BAII 150 ÿ,ÿa0ÿg ÿv: -nÿ A }l

151 ÿlt ÿ.ÿ MVA: -ÿ B II ÿ52 oÿ om. BA 11 15ÿ ÿv om. BVA II ]54 ÿoÿn-

BAII ante oÿa' oÿ add. oÿ BA{I 155-6 &'xto't(IO-avmÿg MBVA : -ov'cÿq BeRu

145

!40

it becomes a yellow drug.44 Lay it on the copper or on the silver that is made by us
and it will be gold.4s

Make this into leaves and put them into vinegar, and copper flower, and misy, and
alum, and Cappadocian salt, and red soda, or according to your knowledge, for

three or five or six days until rust appears, and you will dye them: for copper
flower makes gold into rust of gold.46 For nature delights in nature.

14. Process the Macedonian malachite that looks like copper rust by grinding it
with the urine of a heifer, until the malachite is turned inside out: for nature is
hidden inside. When it is turned inside out, dip it into castor oil: warm and dip it

several times; then let it be roasted after grinding it with alum, misy or unburnt

sulphur: make it yellow and dip any [metallic] body [into it]: <copper, silver>, gold.47

• 5- O natures, artificers of natures! O greatest natures that conquer natures with your

transformations! O natures above nature, which delight in natures! These are the sub-

stances that have a great nature; no other natures are greater than these natures in

dyeing, no others are equivalent, no others are subordinated: these substances when dis-

solved produce everything. O you who are prophets with me, I know that you are not incre-

dulous, but rather open to wonder; you know in fact the power of the mater. And [you

3 138-42 ore. SyrL SyrC.

TEST. 14Eÿ Zos. Alch. CAAG I1 I6I,zÿr; Steph. Alch. 1I z44,i3ÿ Ideler.
$ ÿ4 SyrL: CMA 1ÿ rl,15ÿ (textus); zI praec. 7 (translatEs); SyrC: 1SyrC $ to.

TÿST. 144--5 Syn. Alch. CAAG l160,7-8; [Zos. Alch.] CAAG. II ZOZ,ZÿT; Philos. Anon. Alch. {Zos. Alch. BeRn)
CAAG II iz9,iÿ3 I[ 148-9 Zos. Aldÿ. CAAG II r95,io-i

s ore. SyrL; SyrC: 1SyrC ÿ I i.

TEST. 150--3 Syn. AIch. CAAG I1 63,i8ÿ); Pelag. Alch. CAAG H 2.6o,14-5; Steph. Alch. 1I zi5,16 et zI5,Z6 et
z47,i3 Ideler; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. Alch. BeRu) CAAG 1I 18-9; Philos. ChrisL Alch. CAAG I[ ±77,4-6.
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16. Oa3mot 8k. &ÿp£%ÿ ÿctÿ &X6TO 6pg,fi %6 %% ÿvXÿg ÿcqtct Kctÿ
av%bg B6%00ÿ X(ÿ%pov ÿ:a%aoÿ:Eaÿ6:oat 13oaÿX6ÿtevot, oÿbK alo0ÿl-

oov%at 13ÿ,ctÿqo6ktevot. Aoÿoÿv%eg 7&p ÿllX&g }tÿ0tÿ6v, &Xÿ,' oÿ
tÿo'ÿtKbv &ÿtÿxTTgÿ,ÿ,tztv ÿ,670v, oÿ)&zltÿo;v i;ÿ%ÿxcrtv ÿotox%v%ÿxt %ÿv

170  EtÿV" oÿov ÿi. "c68e p./;v i;o%t oÿlÿ%tm6v, %688 8/: i;ÿtÿXÿl%/;ov, ÿM

¢68e ÿv i;oztv ÿcÿ%tÿ6v, x68e 8/; &pgo*z/;ov, Kcÿ €i z68e zhv

¢c4 i;ÿc %oÿ [3&Om)G ÿpe{)ÿemctt, ÿ¢c4 e{ %68e g/;v i;ozt ÿ)p£gcÿZov,
%68e <8/;> ÿpooÿ;Lczÿci;v ÿn)pigctXov xotÿ' oÿov ÿt %6 &ÿctg oÿtfiZ%t

17s  m& i;n&v(o %oÿ %cÿMcox3 ÿccd x& i;vÿ6q /;ÿ &ÿccv%oG oÿtfiZÿt, ÿcc4 ÿi,

%pÿaox&Xÿoÿ ÿa)ÿc(ÿiwt ÿc& alxfiXÿt ÿ1 bSp&PTX)OOG, ÿcÿi %& i;vzbG

;)

(

157 &rrtozÿlo-ov'ÿcÿg Zurt: -ÿvxÿ£ MBVA II ÿs9 aÿ6ÿ€ ÿpÿi : -e¢ MBVA II 6,ÿ,ÿt-

c, BVA: 6,ÿ,ÿvn,& (sÿo) M II 160 a-to 6ÿ.ÿ ÿ,ÿd. ÿ V II tÿ ÿ&ÿ M ÿ.L et V: om. BA II

6Z ÿ,ÿ,,ÿ BA: -or MV II ,,O&,,ÿv MÿA: ,ÿ&oÿ, V II ÿeS 6=oÿov BA: ÿ, ÿv MY It

16ÿ ÿ'Vÿ'ÿ ÿ: ÿ,ÿ,ac, v Aÿ 11 c,ÿoÿ BA et V p.ÿ. : -ÿ Met V ÿ.o. II leÿ 6ÿ,ÿ

MW : -ÿ A II ÿ67 X6ÿOoÿ ÿ : ÿ,ÿo,oÿ B : ÿ,oÿ A II ÿ67-S ÿ,ÿ,,0ÿ,ÿowcu

W: *,,Oÿ- A I1 ÿ70 ÿ& om. Ve¢ II 171 ÿ,ÿv om. ÿV II ÿe om. ÿV II a ,6ÿ ÿ

odpÿ : .6ÿ a ÿv ÿA: .ÿ a ÿv ÿv II 174 ÿ addidi II aÿto ÿ0o,,,ÿXc,,,ÿv ÿdd.

Ft&LXov BAII ÿ7s pÿ ,ÿ& my: ,6 BA II ?" [i.o. zÿoÿ ÿoRu] m: ÿ BA: ÿ VII a

ore. BA [1 177 Xpÿ¢ox&Xroÿ BeRu : £"a iV : ÿd BA 11 ÿ)ÿ [i.e. bSp&pyaÿpo€ BeRu]
MV : ÿ BA[I 179 &otco6ÿtÿvot MBV : &Scttÿroa3- (fitS- in ras.) A I1 ÿs0 ÿ.ÿ

MV : &ÿcpi.xoÿq BA : ante ÿptoet add. oÿ Zurÿ

86vcÿgtv. Tobq 8/; vÿox)q ÿ&vx) [3ÿctÿlOOÿtÿvox)q ÿccÿ[ &ntO%ÿlOOV%Ctq

%fi 7pcÿp,fi 6t& ¢6 i;v &yvotÿ ÿfig 5Mlg 6n&pxetv cÿ6%oÿg, 06ÿ
186%cÿg 6%t icÿxp&v ÿti;v ÿtcÿfÿg, 6xÿlv£ÿcÿ ÿ7tstvbv 9&pÿtcÿov

60  13oÿKotvzo ÿct%cÿGÿeu&ÿcÿt, oÿc &ÿcp£%o 6pgÿfi xoÿ%o np&'ÿ'ÿEtV

i;xtgetpoaSotv, &LX& 7&p npÿxov 8oÿtkt&ÿctvxÿg xoÿ6v I;O%EV

0ÿpÿt6V, nOdDY 8/; ZOÿ%ÿ Oÿvspx6IXeVOV gi;OÿlV &TtoxeXeÿ ÿpÿow,

%pbv ÿ ÿTpbv ?1 &toÿov %6 xdÿOog, ÿi. ÿcz%&XMIXOV %ÿ gi;oÿ
¢p&oet" ÿ¢ÿ oi3xo:,g ÿtpoo(pÿpox)o'tv %6 ÿpbg ÿ)7£etctv ÿ¢ptOi;v oeb¢oÿg

165  ÿ0&pl£aKOV.

know] that because of their ignorance of the matter young men will be misled and

distrustful of this writing, since they do not know that students of physicians
who want to prepare a beneficial drug do not set about making it on a rash
impulse, but first of all they test which kind of [drug] is hot; which kind, when
joined to it, produces a balanced mixture; which kind is cold or wet; and of
which kind is the affection, whether it [the drug?] is appropriate for the balanced
mixture. In this way they administer the drug that has been judged suitable for
good health.

r6. On the contrary, these novices who rashly and without reasoning want to

prepare a medicine for the soul and for relieving any distress are not aware that they

will fail. In fact, they believe that we are presenting a legendary rather than a secret disÿ
course, so they do not carry out any close examination of the species: for example,

where one species can cleanse, another can be applied; where one species can dye,

another can combine; and whether one species can make things bright and, with
respect to this brightness, whether it is vanishing and vanishes from inside; and

whether one species can resist fire, and another, when mixed, can make things fire-

resisting; for instance, whether salt cleanses the surface of the copper and whether it

properly cleanses its inner part; and, after this cleansing process, whether it rusts the
surface and whether it rusts the inner part; and whether mercury cleanses and

whitens the surface of a gold-copper alloy, and whether it makes its inner part
white; and whether it [i.e. the whitening produced by mercury] vanishes from the
surface and whether it will vanish from inside. If these novices had practised these

kinds of investigations, they would not be in trouble, since they could set to work

with good judgement. But they do not know the antipathies of natures, how one
species upsets ten: a drop of oil can remove much purple, and a pinch of

TÿT. 159ÿ00lymp. Alch. CAAG II to3,iz-5.

SyrL: CMA I1 • z (textus); iÿ ÿ ÿ (tcanslatio); SyrC: 1SyrC ÿ I±.
TEST. 163ÿ, tlieroth. Alch. CAAG 11 45ÿ,t l-Z I1111-30lymp. Alch. CAAG I1 io3,io-z I1179-80 Zos. Alch.
CRAG lI i57,19 zo,

%
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190

195

17. Ac0cbv z6 II6wtov ÿ&, kazoo ÿv oÿvm 'Agtvcxtm ctboxÿpÿ

6v Xpl)o6v' l¢cÿ'cepg&ÿoa) 6vÿz°ncÿZÿg ÿcÿ xo6"toÿa 7t6ktv {oZV6-

xapov, Xpÿoov moÿ (paplt&ÿoa) <ÿ6 qÿlxtÿ> ÿcc& 0ÿq 81g lccÿtvbv &T-

Tsÿ',ov nEptCpElimV ndÿVZO08V' gOÿ6Keÿtÿ ÿpÿttCZ iÿt0g liÿaÿxo0,ÿ. Et'cct 0ÿg

x6 nÿ:'clxÿov elc3 "cb "coÿ ÿ0cÿpliaÿoÿ ;ÿ8tVcÿvov ÿccÿ &veg oÿvÿ "cÿ

,cÿxctTÿtÿvÿ [mg Z'oX(oSrg ÿolx6g ool 9ÿxv,ÿ" eLg ÿoaSxov ÿa0eg 860bq

x6 ÿ¢ctXov, Itÿptoÿ Vÿ)Tÿv" ÿa oubtxtÿv. Eÿxa xcOdÿv X6veÿoov,

vcc& rbpfiostg Xpÿo6v. "E&v 8ÿ x6 ÿ ,ÿ ÿc&mbv ÿ Xp6vmÿ, np6ogt-

ov cÿbxÿ ÿ%ÿ8pt,oÿ x6 ioov ÿpozcÿptxe6ocÿg ¢bg ÿ0oG T6 7ÿp ÿXÿ-

8ptov ÿZet oa)ggÿvetcÿv ¢cpbg x6 ÿ&. "H Ip6Olq "ÿ (p6oet "cÿpÿ'cixt.

18. Aÿat ÿp6ÿov KtXtgtov" &wg &ga &v0ÿ xoÿ np6goo x0

&pTÿpov ÿ ÿeÿ&kmv Cog &pÿoB x6 Zpÿgÿ" ÿ&v fir Z&kÿ8ov x6

183 ÿogX& MBA: ÿXÿO'ÿct V II ÿn,ÿ rÿv:-p,ÿ,ÿ ÿA II ÿs4 ÿ MBA: XPÿ V II
a.ÿo0ÿ MV: ÿ'ÿpnÿ,, ÿA It ]as ÿ,ÿ ÿVA: -oÿv vo I[ ÿs6 suprÿ n6v,ÿtov add.

BA : 17ov'cÿ6v dubit, prop. BeRu II ÿa ÿVA : Oÿog Vÿ II ÿ
MVVa : ÿbtotvÿco et s.1. ÿ BA II 187 ÿtÿ'tÿxgov MBVAVa : -ÿ Phil Anon. Alch. CAdG II

264,14 et tÿ ÿ [cape folia] SyrC II IXÿVÿg MVVa et B qui add. ÿ s.1. : Ftÿvÿgÿ A n

xoÿficnlg MBV:-etq A: zodl (sic) Va II 188 "d [i.e. Zpaÿo6v BeRu] MV : d BAVa [I

6vÿxonctXÿq scripsi: 6vxÿgonctz MV : -g6rÿaXov BA : -gonaxfi Va : 8vÿxoq x&gÿl

neiberg in CMAG H 333 II ÿoZ,oÿ MVV°: -ÿ BA II 189 zplzov vet ÿq [illine] SyrC:

Xpÿao'o M : gpilml B : gpfiot A : ÿptacct Va : Xpta.ÿl prop. BeRu {[ xoa3 qWtplÿ&ÿcoa) MV :

'c6 -to BA : ÿt: moo -o, Va [1 x6 filttm3 add[dE, coll. AP § 7, L 64 et Phil Anon. Alch.

CAAG II 264,15 H ogg lVIBVA : ÿut0¢g Va 11 190 z8ptgtlt6v B : nÿptgtgov MVVa :

mzptq? ÿtt&v A ]1 post iÿmg add. o'B BA II 191 ÿ om. M II *0 om. VW II 192 X.X6ÿng

MVVa: gcÿq:(ÿ0eg BA II ÿ0ÿg A : ÿoÿ MÿVW II 193 ante ÿx add. eÿ'ccÿ Va U 194 "d

[i.e. Zp'oo6v BeRu] M: d BAVa: "d V U 196 ante ÿp6otq add. 5,&p Wa II 197 gtXttctov

MV ot ÿ qm ÿ, s.1. add : ÿXÿovÿ" A II avon 8oRu: -ÿ rmVA II 199 post 6ÿpTa)pov

add. ÿ A ]l z¢zh;Lo)v MV : -o, A et B ut vid. (g8[..doa)) : ,+i*-ÿ/, ÿ ,ÿo_ÿ [[nice

veneris (i.e. aeris) folia] SyrC 11 ÿpÿtsÿl MV et \oÿaÿ ;.ÿk! Lÿ [donec eorum color

plaeeat] SyrC : &pao'c6v oot ÿ0avgl [-aÿ A] BA

88ÿ xpoaÿxetv mR 7Pÿfi 8{Ph°Om. Oÿp8 8ÿ ÿi xoÿg ÿmgoÿg

sulphur can burn many species. Let this suffice concerning dry substances and con-

cerning how people must approach this writing. Let us deal with washes [i.e. dyeing

liquids] in the following part.ÿ8

T7. Take49 Pontic rhubarbs° and triturate it into rough Aminean wine and make it

as thick as a salve. Take a silver leaf in order to make gold; make it as thick as a fin-

gernail and even thicker than that. Rub <half> of the drug Ion the leaf] and put it into
a new vessel well closed all around; burn by applying a gentle fire below until [the

drug] soaks in [lit. reaches the middle (of flae leaf)]. Then put the leaf into the rest of
the drug and dilute with the wine prescribed above, until the wash looks thick. Put

the leaf again into this solution before it gets cold: let [the leaf] soak it up. Then take
it out, melt it, and you will find gold. When the rhubarb is stale, mix it with the same
amount of celandine that has been macerated as is customary. For celandine has affi-

nity with rhubarb. Nature delights in nature.

T8. Take Cilician saffron; dissolve the saffron flowers with the above

prescribed grape juice; make a wash as is customary. Dip in silver leaves,
until you like their colour. But, it is better if the leaf is made of copper;

/
/

S ,7 ore. SyrL; SyrC: ISyrC 5 ÿ3.
TEST. 183-91 Philos. Anon. Alch. (loan. Alch. BeRu) CAAG II z64,i3-8.

• s om. SyrL; SyrC: 1SyrC ÿ 14.
TFaT. 197--8 Steph. Alch. II ±47,T 5 7 Idclcr.
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nÿ'ÿ(zXov ÿHmCÿt, [ÿ;Lmtov. Hpoÿ&0ÿtp8 8ÿ %by Zcÿ,ÿ6v d)g ÿ0og. Eÿ-

"ccÿ ÿXÿV &ptH'coXozt.ctg 13o'c&vllg ÿtÿprl 800, lccÿ lcp6ÿoÿ ÿccÿ ÿXa)-

8pl.oÿ) ¢6 8t*tkox3v, xoÿt ÿ&7.og )cTIpo)ÿfig" ÿcd XptHcÿg ÿ6 ÿtÿ¢c&ov,
&xepT&ÿOÿ ÿ np6)%ÿ &7o7ÿ, ÿcctÿ 0co)IX&HEll. 'O 7&p KtXtKtog

Kp6xog "cÿIV ÿxbmÿv ÿ bSpcÿpTÿ,pÿ ÿZet ÿ:vÿpTEtav, d)g ÿ KCÿHÿ %0

,ÿtvvcqt6ÿtÿ. °H 9ÿotg mÿIv 9ÿotv vtÿ.

dean first the copper as is customary. Then add two parts of the herb Aristolochia,
the double amount of saffron and celandine, and nmke them as thick as a salve.

Rub the leaf [with it], work following the foregoing method and you will marvel.
In fact, Cilician saffron produces the same effect as mercury as well as cassia

[produces the same effect as] cinnamon.5ÿ Nature conquers nature.

210

20. AÿzÿI rl <&YÿO7ÿl "roa3> H(ÿlxld:voDg ÿH'C[V, fly ÿte88tFÿWro

%oÿg ÿv Ai7ÿ)ÿ'cÿ iÿpÿa3Htv, °'Eo)g "rÿv 9a)OtKH)V "COHm0ÿV ÿHml.V ÿ1 Xfiÿ

Zpa)Hoÿotl.ag 5Xÿ1, MÿI Oaÿ)lt&H'qxÿ 8ÿ el. ÿv ÿ8og "cb motoÿ'cov

&ÿpT&ÿzat ttvH'cÿptov" obZ 6p&me tÿg ÿtoXX& (pdplxcÿ)ca)caÿ

ix6Xtg %p6vÿ "Hlv gÿ: HtSÿIpoX) ÿCOX;LÿIHet Coat'IV, ÿc6ÿrpog 8ÿ
&v0p(0ÿtÿ[cÿ Ob xpHvÿ Xoa3¢o 7tOtSÿ; KaY. ÿcco)a%fipHt p.ÿv troll&

200 post Iÿk%tov add. iÿozt VII xÿxÿ6ÿ BeRu: ÿ MV: ÿ B: X(xÿ,ÿ:bvÿ A {I 201 Itÿptl

BA: ÿ MV U 203 ÿ ÿg: ÿ V II ÿos ÿwÿo ÿv: ÿw- g II ÿ ÿg
v,ÿ ore. V I1 ante 96otg add. 7&P BeRu II 206,6x.ÿoÿ geRu: ,6X*- MBVA I[ supra

1ÿ6Xÿ138ov add. ÿ) BA 11 207 xtag BA : gÿag MV 11 supra Xtcÿ et Ilapo, et o'ÿ,gmXl0tag

add. 1"ÿ BA II 208 7taÿpÿ,cÿv MBVA : ÿadoÿ [sways (7); &v0og prop. Berthelot-Duval

CMA 1I 121 SyrL : ,ÿoÿ [sw,'pas (?)1 SyrC II xwÿlgwo BeRu : gvtgoÿ MV : gvtÿov

BA 1[ oiÿxolmvtoaÿ MBVA : \ÿonaÿ [ÿmÿmyqwo (?)1 SyrL : \oÿoÿaÿ [kmwaÿwo (7)]

SyrC : ÿlZoÿtmvÿoÿo Fal I[ 209 Xeto"0 BA : -or MV [1 211 lx6kÿlÿ8ov BeRu : ÿt6Xt- MB

VAII 'd lie Xp.oOv BeRu] M: ÿ BVA II 212 ante 9ÿ)otg add. T&p BeRu [I 213 aÿovÿ

%oÿ addidi : Itg0ofog "coÿ add. Hammer Jensen, Die dlteste Alchymie, 88 [1 IIÿxtttÿ(;vox)g

MBVA : HtXltlÿTg0oa)g Preisendanz RE XVIII/2 (1942) 1633, post Hammer Jensen, Die

6lteste Alchymie, 88 : ÿ ÿ.g..ÿ Jÿ,ÿ [ista (sell. natura?) maxima (est), i,e. fort. cÿ%ÿq ¢1

rÿxÿtttÿTg0ÿg] SyrL SyrC 11 213-4 ÿv ÿefetÿcÿmo -- iepeÿotv MBVA : .Lÿ,,X &K=ÿa.ÿIr

...ÿ**ÿ or? ,ÿ [(natura?) quam docui Aegyptios cure sacerdotes venisset.,,] SyrC : fort,

kÿefetÿ&ttÿv leg. I[ 214 iÿpeSÿtv. ÿE0ÿg distinxi : iep¢ÿotv" ÿ. MBVA : [gpESotv, ÿ.

BeRu l[ 216 6p&mÿ MBV: -cÿt A It 217 ÿoÿXÿoet MBVA: fort. oÿ ÿ. BeRu II 218

&v0poÿetÿ MV : &v0pÿMto,3 BA

215

19. Acÿlÿcbv g6;ÿvlÿ8ov xbv ÿlg&V, xbv 7ÿv6gÿvov &ppÿa)amov St&
7'qg X£cÿg ÿcÿxÿ. H&poÿ ÿ. amx)ÿ'rrlp£cÿg, Xcbwÿaov &Xÿpotg ÿcÿxÿ

cÿpcÿ ÿg ÿx)pt'crlV ÿcctÿt ÿcp6ÿcov ÿ¢cd. Kvÿ:oa) ÿccÿt oÿxogevÿoÿ

&v0og ÿccÿ ÿk'bSptov ÿccÿ ÿcpoÿc61tCÿTÿtÿ ÿcd &ptH¢oXoxtcÿv. Aetoa)

6ÿet 8ptlxa)'Ca'ÿ, lCÿ. /rol.et ÿoÿtbv cbg ÿ0og' ÿC(Xÿ. "rÿ Ibÿ "rbV

tt6Xa)138ov iÿcÿ aX)ltntÿv, lcc6 ebpÿaÿtg Zpÿ)H6V. 'Ez/:'t0ÿ 8ÿ m6 a'bv-

0ÿtÿ Kcÿ[ 0eÿov &ÿ'opov bÿ,i#ov. °H ÿp(ÿotg mÿIv 90otv ÿp(ÿmÿ,

19. Take our lead,sÿ the lead that has become harder [by losing its own moisturel
by means of Chian earth, Parian earth, and alum; melt it with [a fire of] chaff and
pour it over pyrite, and saffron, and flowers of safflower and oichomenion,sÿ and
celandine, and saffron-sauce, and Aristolochia. Triturate [these ingredients] with
the sharpest vinegar, and make a wash as is customary. Let the lead soak up
rhubarb, and you will find gold. Let the compound have also a pinch of unburnt

sulphur)4 Nature masters nature.

zo. This is <the method> of Pammenes which be taught to the Egyptian priests,ss The

matter for the making of gold extends up to these natural substances. But do not marvel

that just one species can perform such a mystery. Do you not see that many drugs

can [only] with difficulty, even given time, close up a wound made by iron, while
human excrement produces this effect immediately? And often, when many drugs are

Y

,s TEST. 200--t Zos. Alch. CAAGB r83,3 5.
9 SyrL: CMA II lI,I9-IZ, z (textus); zr praec. 8 (translado); SyrC: 1SyrC $ 15.

TEST. 206--7 Zos. Alch. CAAG R ÿ6z,7 9-
° SyrL: CMA I1 rz,ÿ5 (rextus); zz praec. 9 (translado); SyrC: ISyrC ÿ 16.

TEST. 213Zos. Alch. CAAG 11 r48,I5 6;Steph. Alch. llz34,zsff. Ideler[ubiHctoÿgvqgleg.(M,f°l'31ÿ3ÿ):Ttcqÿ-

tÿTqg ldeler].

!
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220

225

223 &ÿox+OTZ&vet BV : -rl M : &toxa)y- (sic) A II aÿ MBA : Zpÿl V II 224 zp&o-om MV

xÿ- ÿ II ÿ om. ÿg II 2ZS post xpt+voÿxÿ add. &rt BA II 2ZS-+ +ÿg... ÿoÿe mY

oÿ+ag... ÿo+ÿ ÿt ÿg II ÿ6 ÿotÿoÿ ÿv: -ÿ+ÿt g II 227 ÿ mv : ÿv Bg II 2ÿ
o,ÿapoÿ mY: -ÿ ÿg : foÿ. -ÿ+ 8oRn II Caÿv ÿV: a+- g II post gaoÿrtÿv a&

oÿv V

administered for cauterising, they do not produce any effect, while treated quicklime
alone cures the disease. And often, when a complex treatment is provided for

ophthalmia it can be harmful, while the Rhamnus plant, wlfich has an effect on
any disease of this kind, does not fail. So we have to disregard such a worthless

and unsuitable matter, and make use only of the natural substances. And now

evaluate the question also on the basis of this point: who could ever work

without the above mentioned natures? And, ff working is not possible without
these natures, why do we like the illusion that a plurality of matters exists? Why

do we need marly species to concur in order to do the same, when one nature

conquers everything? Let us clearly examine also the composition of the species
for the making of silver.

*o TEST 226-7 Syn. A ch. ÿj 5, II 59-60; Steph Alch Ii z47,9-xo ]deler 11 227-8 Pelag. Alch. CAAG ii z57,x3-4;

Steph. Alch.ÿzoo,z4-5 etzoo,35 etzÿ4ÿ37 zxs,zetzÿ6,3oet±47,ÿoldeler;Philos. Anon. Alch. CAAGII437,5.
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THE FOUR BOOKS OF PSEUDO-DEMOCRITUS, Slo4-Sllÿ

pt &a¢lltOÿ noliltÿx0g

I       1. <AÿV> ÿ8p&pTÿpov xÿv&ÿ6xoÿ &posvtKoÿ, ÿ oÿv8ÿp&-

77ÿwtÿv npbg xbvttSÿpov.°Hÿ6otG xfi ÿboÿt ÿpnÿxÿt.

"rqv ÿpoygTpÿzp, Bÿvÿiv2. Ac0cbv  "             '    w¢ÿLÿlV, sÿtet ÿXÿtoÿ mÿctv, al

lSottpoMvo?,' ÿcpooBtÿxÿ ÿpÿzzb o'crm't'qpl.o;ÿ. Eÿ'¢oÿ Xo:lÿc.bv noÿoo'ÿ-

M, fogs. 71r7-72v8

B, fogs. 17r16-20r18

V, fogs. 7rlT-10v8

A, fogs. 29v4"31r22

CAAG 1I 49,23-53,15

Tit. ÿpt &aÿtoa} ÿotqlaÿmÿ M : ÿtep[ n. &afiltoÿ BA : gÿpt &pTbpo'a V : 161-! LMÿ

IÿoÿNÿ ÿiÿ.ÿ-ÿ.ÿ! [philosophi Democrifi liber secundusl SyrC II 1 ante ÿ,e*13dÿv add.

..-Nÿ \oÿKd! ÿ }i'ÿ* Iÿ.Nÿ. (SyrL Jÿ %.ÿ) li:ÿ 11,4." ÿ [vide vim medicamentorum

quae ad argentum pertinent, haec sunt] SyrC SyrL l] Z,ÿ[ÿdÿv add. Moyses Alch. (;vaÿdav

veqÿgXriv Zos. Alch. CAdG I1 179,9 et ÿ,ÿ13dav ÿ) Steph. Aleh. I1 235,37 Ideler) : ore.

MBVA SyrL SyrC II ÿapapÿpoÿ ÿVA : -oÿ m II ÿupÿa ÿapÿpr.poÿ add ÿ A II ÿ V :
M: om. ÿA II ÿ ÿ ore. ÿA II ÿ=ÿ* ÿV: -ÿ=ÿ ÿA II ÿ-ÿ ÿ add. Moyÿ*s ÿaoh.

(conj. Zurz) : ÿo [i.e. gÿTw:ÿ BeRu] ÿtSÿpo M : ÿ" [i.e. ÿ/w6v] 618ÿlpo BA : ÿ oÿ8/LOCO

V :Lÿ 6l (SyrL po/ÿ) ,ÿi,ÿ-ÿ oÿ lÿiÿo [et adice partim ad mercurium

(liquorem? SyrL) vel ad alumen] SyrC SyrL II 3-4 supra ,=rÿnotÿ ada. o M II 4 supra
poÿvtÿctv add. ÿ M II supra iÿcoÿp=ÿp/:v add. (ÿ M II 4-s supra KÿalXlCÿ et ocÿvaap&Xrl

add. ÿ M II 5 sopra aÿ,poÿ add. &Xrl0 M II ÿupra xÿ,ÿ0ÿ add. O M II Vÿ,ÿ0ÿoÿ V
et M qui add. 9 s.l.: WqxDÿ0tov BAII 6 xÿoÿg MSVA : xÿ.ÿtÿ,g Moyses Alch. ]l 7

supra 0aoÿa add. 6.ÿ10 M l} ÿ,o. BA: xÿ M: ÿL V 1] alt. ÿ om. V l} ÿr*.*os MBVA:

p, cHv'ÿmoÿo Moyses Alch. 1[ lÿ&Yv,qq MBVA : gaTv£'rnG Moyses Alch. II s oÿ.poÿ ÿoaÿ:

gÿ MV: 0ÿ BA II ant° ÿoÿg add. T&p BeRu II 9 *ÿ,ÿXnÿ V ÿt M qoÿ add. ÿD s.L : D

sg II ÿvÿ MÿV: -ÿ g II suprÿ ÿgÿ add. ÿ MS II 10 Dpÿ'xÿ MÿA: -Zÿ'ÿ V II
s:cÿoÿ'sspov MV : ÿca'ÿ'sÿ- A ot B qui add. ÿ [signum incertuml s.1.

10

On the Making of Silver (=AP)

L <Take> the mercury that comes from orpiment, or from realgar, or according to

your knowledge, and make it solid as is customary;ÿ lay it on the copper <or> on the
ironÿ which have been purified with sulphur,ÿ and they will turn white. Whitened

magnOsia produces the same effect as well, and orpiment that has been turned
inside out, and roasted cadmia, and unburnt realgar, and whitened pyrite, and
white lead roasted together with sulphur.4 You will melt iron by adding

magnesia,ÿ or the half of sulphur, or a pinch of magnetite. For magnetite has affinity
with iron. Nature delights in nature.

z. Take the above mentioned volatile substance6 and boil it with castor or

radish oil, mixing in a pinch of magnesia. Then take tin and purify it as is

' •  SyrL: CMA II xz, 5-xÿ (cextus); z3 praec. • (translatio); SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ ÿ.
TÿT. 1-8 Moyses Alch. {A, fol. z7zÿ7-ÿ5), uc monuerunt BeRu (CAAG lI 3o6,r4), qui texture non ed. 11 1-3 Zos.
Atch. CAAG II x79,9-H et r8o,3; Sreph. Alch. II z35,37-z36,± Ideler II 7-8 Zos. Alch. CAAG I[ ÿ97ÿxz-3.
SyrL: CMA II xz,ÿ•-5 (textus}; z3 praec, z (translatio); SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ z.
TroT. 9-10 Zos. Alch. CAAG II ÿ54,ÿ4 ct •8o,7 8; [Zos. Alch.I CAAG E zoz,7-8.

!
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3. <Aaÿtbv> }lCÿTVllOtCÿV kÿ)Kÿv, kÿ)ÿ6vnÿ 8ÿ abzÿv &kktÿ

c(ÿ azWxllp£ÿ a%ta'ffl ÿv bao:zÿ. O(xkaaa£ÿ, ÿ1%ÿ)k0, ÿ£xpov %ÿ-

7ÿo, ÿ 081oÿ cd,0&Xrl. '0 7&p ÿ/vbg ÿoa3 0E£oÿ kEÿ6G ÿ)v n&wa

ksoÿzcÿivet" ÿvtot 8ÿ (pÿatv Kcÿ ¢6v ÿ:aÿvbv xÿov Ko[ÿO£tov

Xea3ÿa£wtv ab'CÿlV. Hp6al, ttÿov ezb$O ties6, mÿlV Xe61¢oatv ÿa{

aÿ0ÿcXTtg z6 ÿaov, ivÿ Xtav 7ÿvÿlzm keoÿ¢ÿ' ÿaL 8eÿ&lievog

%ÿXÿoÿ bÿok86ÿcov, 6pet%&LKov Xÿ70), obyyLÿg zÿaaapag,
%6)wÿ)ÿ, ÿmÿ&kktov ÿa¢' 6kt'tov ÿcÿoav¢ÿpoÿ) Tÿpoÿcÿ0ixpta0ÿwzoG

obTy£av ptcÿv, ÿc¢06ÿo %eÿpa ÿctvÿv ÿoq aÿ77ctÿYlao)atv ctL

o6a£m" ÿaxat ÿTffv6ktÿvov. 'En£ÿc&ke oÿv xoÿ kÿcoÿ £0ctpFtÿm)

x6 ÿtttaa), ÿal, ÿ:amat npÿxov' ÿ1 7&P li(XTWla£cÿ ke'oÿavOÿaa obÿ¢

9
11 supra ÿtÿp£'ÿ add. (t M }l 12 ÿc¢ÿ MBVA: IÿX& BeRu II supra ÿVÿ add. [ÿM II
13 eLktÿ'coiÿ MBVA : fort. p,ÿktlÿ'Coÿ sive &kÿlWmtÿ BeRu : O,ÿ-ÿ [furno] SyrL SyrC 1{

post ÿpÿoÿ,ÿ add. ,ÿ ÿoRÿ II Vÿ0tÿ V et M qÿ ÿdÿ. ÿ s.L : V,ÿ- ÿA 1114-ÿ

p6oÿoÿ  Xÿ oÿ. SyÿL SÿrC II 'ÿ ÿ ÿmV:-ÿ A II ÿ MV: ÿ ÿA I1
lS ÿpÿ ÿ ÿdd. e M ot e A II Xÿ BA : Xÿ- MV II ÿoÿpUÿ A : -ÿv ÿm : -ÿ v

]{ ÿpooÿvoÿ -- ÿ6 ÿp om. aA {1 16 ÿpooÿXÿoÿ MV : ÿpoÿ B : ÿpoÿ:*

lÿ.e. ÿWpooÿXÿ.l A II ÿSpcÿp76P@ BeRu: ÿ MBVA I{ 17 ante 96otÿ add. y&p BcRu II

18 kÿabv addldi, coll. Riÿ. ÿ (SyrC eÿ) ÿ' [cape magnÿsiam albam] SyrL SyrC 1{

sÿpra ÿ add. e sr¢ II ÿvÿ ÿv : -ÿ ÿ = -ÿwÿ A 11 '9 oÿuÿpÿ.ÿ

z,oÿ.ÿ BeRu : ,,ÿ-ÿ,ÿtÿ,ÿ Mv: oÿ=ÿpÿ BA II supra ÿSccrt add. ÿ) MB U ÿtÿpÿv

BA et t,;ÿ-ÿ 1ÿ [citrorum aceto] SyrC : ÿ:£ÿp(o M : ÿ6.'ÿpoÿo V II ÿ om. ÿA II 2o supra

0ÿ ÿd. e MV II 21 ÿv ÿmV: ÿv A II 2S ÿ MV: ÿ- ÿA I1 24 ÿoÿ V
et 9ÿ M : ÿ B: ÿ" [i.e. %akÿc6v] AII ÿpÿzazÿoÿ BA: 6pt- MV: om. SyrL SyrC I1

o677taG scripsi : Iÿ MBA : oÿYÿ V 11 25 ÿaÿ' 6Xtyov prop. BeRu : ÿ&ÿ(0 bXiTov BA :

&mm 6M7oÿ) MV: om, SyrL SyrC {I ÿpo, M: ÿcaooÿÿP BV : ÿcumxClpm) A 1126

O6TTtaV scripsi : 1"6 MBA : ooW V It 27 Oÿ7v6¢evov MBV : 0ÿvvÿ- A 11 ÿtÿxÿ ÿv:

-[ÿctXÿ BA ][ supra 9cÿp/ÿ&ÿcoÿ add. # MBA : ÿ ÿ,ÿ Lÿi]o [et adice ad hoe

magnesiam] SyrL (similiter SyrC) 11 28 fiFtoa) BeRu: ÿ M : ÿ BVA : om. SyrL SyrC II

ante ÿozctt lacunam indicavit Zurt ipse ÿak oÿ0ÿ 0ÿ'/V'ÿVOV ÿaxÿt vel ÿccÿ 06 ÿ7m)xcU

dubit, supplens

2O

customary, with sulphur, or with pyrites, or according to your knowledge.7 Pour it
over the volatile substance and make a mixture. Let it be roasted in an enveloping

fire, and you will find it similar to white lead. This drug makes any [metallic]

body white. When you lay it on, mix Chian earth in it, or asterites, or moon
foam, or according to your knowledge; for moon foam, when mixed with
mercury, makes any [metallic] body white. Nature conquers nature.

3. <Take> white magnesia: whiten it with brine and scissile alum in sea water, or
with juice - I mean citron juice - or with sulphur vapour. For sulphur fumes whiten
everything since they are white. Some people claim that kobatbia fumess whiten it

[i.e. magnesia] as well. After whitening, also mix an equal amount of wine dregs
with it [i.e. the sulphur], so that [the magnesia] turns extraordinarily white. Then
take four ounces of whitish copper - I mean of brass - and melt it by adding gradu-
ally one ounce of previously purified tin; stir with your hands until the substances
join together:ÿ it [i.e. the metallic alloy] will be breakable. So, add half of the
white drug and it [i.e. the alloy] will be of first quality. For whitened magnesia

/

s z TF.ST. 12 ZOS. Alch. CAAG II x8o,9 et I97,T511 12-3 Zos. Alch. CAAG H x47,z511 13ÿ1Zos. Alch. CAAG 1I
/97,z5-6 I! 14-5 Zos. Aleh. CAAG II xSs,xÿ8 et z86ÿ4 5.

3  SyrL: CMA 11 r z,ÿ 5-zx textus  z4 pracc. 3 (translatio); SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ 3.
Trÿ. 20-1 Zos. Alch. CAAG lI ÿ89,z-3 et 9 ÿx; Olymp. Alch. CAAG II 85,x-z l] 26-7 Zos. Alch. CAAG lI
v6z,4-6 et T78,7 et x79,x7-8; [Zos. Alch.] CAAG H zox,r7 8; Steph. Alch. II z36,z3ÿ Idelor t[ 27-8 Zos.
Alch. CAAG ][1 ÿ53,xo-z; Stepb. Alch. II z4o,xÿ6 ldcier.

cz'c,ÿpoÿ ÿcÿxtÿ mfiq vegbÿrlq, rcaÿ 7toter bffybt(x. Abq 67tx&a0m (po)akv

etXuc'coÿg, ÿ¢cd, ebpÿaetg ÿgttn)0£o, ÿctpeÿt(pepÿzg' "c6 9(tplsaÿov xofi-

mo Xeuÿcix£vet nÿv aÿltcÿ. IIp6alxta7e 8ÿ abm0 ÿv xaÿg ÿxtlÿoÿctÿq

7fly Xtcÿv, fi &aÿep£xÿIV, fi &(ppoaÿkÿivov, ÿ &G ÿmvoeÿg' x6
p &(ppoaÿkÿIVOV xfi 68papT6pÿ ptTkV ÿ&v oÿFtcÿ km)ÿcÿ£vet. 'H

96atg xfiv (p6atv vet:&.

,["
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4. AcÿJÿtbv 0ÿov x6 Xeÿtc6v, ÿEvlc&vÿg 8g ggz6 oÿpÿ ÿ,Eÿ&v ÿv

K6"cct'rov. Aÿtoÿ (xb'rb abv crcÿv&xp&xÿ ÿ oSpÿ &xg&ÿ.ÿroÿ "hÿtÿpcÿ

, g:mg yÿvÿlzÿt ÿ6 9&pgcacov ItapPÿ&Pÿ ÿctPEggEPÿg" lccÿ ÿ&V

3s   TÿvWÿcÿE, gÿyÿX ÿ.aXÿ p.ÿozÿptov" "rbv y&p Zcÿ-ÿbv Xÿoÿwt,

gcÿX&ooeÿ "ÿbv ÿtSÿpov, &ÿptÿov notÿ "ÿ6v rcÿ(mGÿpov, "ÿbv p.6-

XÿJÿfov &ppÿov, &ppfiÿczo% ÿoÿeÿ ¢&q o6otc%, &9ÿ6ÿcmo% m&q

[Xowcÿ XÿlV ÿrpbÿ &XX'qXÿ ÿ77ÿwtÿv. Tÿ;pÿowm 7&p ÿ- 96oÿtÿ

40   'ÿq qrO(ÿEGtV.

5. Tÿlv 8ÿ )ÿccÿv0ÿ$ocÿv Et0&pTÿpov xpÿov ÿbv 0ÿ£ÿ,

a6g£ÿ, fi &poÿvtnO, ÿl ÿrÿptxÿ, fi 6ÿm, i;w gÿlÿcÿ¢t 1ÿ6-

nÿoÿ. "Ezÿo 8ÿ ÿb ÿ6v0ÿkta ÿaÿ ¢ÿ&voÿ 6ÿxoÿ5 IJpctzÿvzog 6ÿet

Xm)ÿbv 7ev6gevov g&XXov fi XÿlV xFtg60mv. Ftwÿaÿ 8ÿ xoXX&ÿctq

29 0ÿvÿooÿ MÿV: 0ÿwn- A II Xÿoÿ A: ÿ MV: ÿ B II 30 ante ÿp6ÿtg add. 7&P

BeRu I] 31 ÿgÿoÿc6v MV : ÿ,ÿoÿctzv0ÿv BA : bÿ.. \ÿoaÿ \t,d[ [i.e. 0ÿov &ÿpov ÿ'or6v]

SyrC : ore. SyrL II zÿaÿnÿ u:-ÿ ÿ: -ÿtÿ A:-ÿ0ÿoÿ V II ÿ6 ore.

oRÿ II 31-40 ÿ -- ÿ ÿoÿ om, SyrL SyÿC I1 3ÿ ÿ, aeRÿ : ÿ MA: °d

v II ÿfi om. ÿA l] ÿoÿ sefipsi post Pizzim f. 10r4 (florebit) : &v0tyÿ MV : &0ÿPO
B : &0€'Iÿ A: &0tÿcrov 0ÿov BeRu H 33 cÿ6 BA et V p.o.: -ÿ M et V a.e. H 35 ?' [i.e.

Zcÿcbv BeRu] Met ÿ" BA : ÿ V [[ 36 ofi,8ÿpov BeRu: J# MV : ÿ A et B qui add.

8ÿ1poÿ s.l,[] &ÿptÿov seripsi : &ÿpÿov MV et BeRu: &ÿpÿov B: &ÿptÿ:ov A ][

ccÿaot'rÿpov MV : -'rÿpov B : ÿcÿoPrÿlpov A ][ 36-7 ff6Xÿ[38ov BeRu : p,6Xÿ[ÿ- A : h Met

B qui add. ff6Xt[3ÿog s.1. : ÿ V [] 39 [Zov'rct MVA et But vid. ([__.Ivxÿ) : ÿZO6OCtg prop.

A [I 41 supra M0&pTopov add. ÿ MBA II ÿvoÿ seripsi : ÿ MVA et B qui add. Xsto'0

.L: Xÿtoÿ ÿogu: ÿ !ÿoÿtereJ SyrC II 42 &paÿvtÿto MV: &pÿ B: ÿvto'0 A [1

6ÿogÿvn MV : 6ÿo- BA ][ 43 Xÿxp,ÿrpo-cÿpotG MBVA : -'rÿ'mÿ prop. BeRu [[ 44 ÿ'ÿoÿ

v: -o A II .ÿoÿ ÿv: -0ÿ ÿA II ÿoÿ ÿVA : ÿtÿoÿ ÿ II 4S ÿ

BA : -ÿ MV 11 46 ÿfiv ÿgÿ60tov BoRu : ÿ:ÿlv xgÿp-ÿ0 MV : 'r6 ÿgÿIzÿ;0tov BA

& fifiTvuo0cÿ* x& aÿbp.azcÿ, o68ÿ ¢fiv aÿct&v mm3 ZaXÿco5 ÿntgÿ-
pÿoOcÿt. 'H ¢p6atÿ ¢ÿlV ¢p6otv ÿpcÿ.

does not let the [metalhc] bodies break, nor the blackness of copper [lit. 'the shadow
of copper'] come out. Nature masters nature.

4- Take white sulphur,ÿ° whiten it by grinding it in the sun with urine, or alum and
salt brine; it will shine completely white. Grind it with realgar or with the urine of a

heifer for six days, until it becomes a drug similar to marble."ÿ If it does, it is a great

mystery: for it whitens copper, softens iron, takes away the cry of tin, takes away the
fluidity of lead, makes substances unbreakable, and makes dyes stable. For sulphur,
when mixed with sulphur, makes substances divine, since [sulphurs] have great affP
nity with each other. For natures delight in natures.

5. Crush whitened litharge with sulphur, or cadmia, or orpiment, or pyrite, or
vinegar and honey, so that it loses its fusibility. Roast this [compound] over quite
high flames, sealing the vessel. The compound must also have a bit of roasted

lime that has been moistened with vinegar for three days, so that it acquires
a stronger cleansing property. When it has turned whiter than white lead,

lay it [on metallic bodies].ÿ However, it often also turns yellow if you make too

[-
i

S 4  ON. SyrL; SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ 4, I. • tanmm Xrzÿff0v 0aÿov z6 Lÿ6v praebet.
TÿT. 34-8 Zos. Alch. CAAG II •61,6 9 et i6z, iÿ7 I] 38-9 [Zos. Alch.] CAAG II i99, t 7 8; Philos. Christ. Arch.

CAAG II 399,5 6.
s  ON. SyrL; SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ 4, lh ±ft.

TÿT. 46 Zos. Alch. CAAG II i47,io.
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strong a fire, but if it turns yellow it will not be useful to you at present, since you
want to whiten the [metallic] bodies. So heat it up on a suitable fire and lay it on
any [metallic] body that must be whitened.'3 For litharge after losing its fusibility

will no longer be lead; this happens easily: the nature of lead, in fact, quickly under-
goes many transformations."4 For natures conquer natures. <... >

6O
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6. Ac0&v np6nov KtXtÿtov, xpÿFov Oaÿ.&aaB ÿt &XgB, KÿL

nohlaov ÿcoÿt6v, ÿtÿ 8v nÿ)pÿv ÿax&ÿamÿ ÿ$cÿa Xc&ÿoÿ,

rlpmÿfiÿ ÿ&Xog. Xpÿaov ¢6 ÿzÿzEov ÿa[ 0ÿ ÿtÿ ÿmvbv &??ÿov'

tapt(ptltt0oov (bg ÿ0og, 0ÿ ÿq ÿtptÿlxcÿxovctx6OXrlV ÿlftÿpcÿv 6Xÿqv"

xa ÿVÿTlÿg l(&0ÿg Izÿg lco;0ÿtpbv ÿmg6v, l¢ÿt ÿamm Lÿn6q,
)ÿaÿKb%cÿxog b XcÿXÿbg. KctxepT&ÿoa) Xotÿtbv d)g mEXvt%ÿlg" 6 T&p

Ktktntog ÿp6ÿcog Ocÿk&ooB p,ÿv Xea)Kcÿtvet, oZvm 8ÿ ÿcÿv0oL "H

96atÿ xfi 0p6aÿt xÿpnexat.

7. Aÿt XEVKÿV zÿv ÿt0&pTvpov, Kÿt ÿEtOD ÿXÿWgE¢ÿ

47 pr. ÿav0fi MBA : -ÿ V[I alt. ÿcÿv0ÿl BA : -6v MV }1 49 ÿnt[ÿaXXa MBV : -13aÿ,e AII

Xpsicÿv MV : Zpol- B : Xpÿ- A ][ 50 Xtÿ°ÿ [i.e. Xt0&p'cvpog BeRu] BA : Xt0ÿp(ÿ M :

n,0ÿP v II 5ÿ v,xÿoÿ M: ÿ*x,- BVA II ÿ MV : -ÿ6Xÿq A et B ut rid.

(ÿbÿc6X[..]) [] 52 hÿ [i.e. ttoÿ,6138ov BeRu] M : h BV : tto;Ltlÿ8o'o A [1 vtÿat BVA : -6cÿt

M II 53 poÿt wÿoÿtÿ lacunam eonieci, coll. SyrC, fols. 95r10-95v3 qui caput cumPM §§

15-6 comparandum servat (vide 2SyrC § 5) I[ 54 Xÿlÿ(bv BVA : ÿ M : ante X. titu-

lure tkpTÿapoxoÿiÿxg ÿe0p,oi, add. Moyses Alch. 11 xpÿvov BA : ÿ MV : 7vÿiogov Moyses

Alch. [] 55 etÿ 8v ÿa)pÿv BA : 8tÿbv ÿa)pbÿ M : ÿtg 8v ÿpbg V : om. SyrL SyrC II aÿ=

[i.e. rÿ'ÿa BeRu] MBVA }l ?ÿ V.o. XÿXÿoÿ BoÿI W¢ : ÿ BA }l 5ÿ,oX6ÿou Beau :

h MBVA {1 otSÿlpoÿo BeRu: ÿ# M: ÿ1 BVA l[ post g:mg add. &v BAII 57 "ÿIXtOÿo

BeRu: xt M: qL BVA II ÿnXÿoÿ MBVA: ÿvvX6et (sic) Moyses Alch. I159 ante

Xpÿov add. ÿaÿ, BA ]1 nÿ¢aXov Beau : ÿ MBVA : ÿ¢aXa Moyses Alch. : Lÿ-ÿ [i.e.

'ÿaXa] SyrL SyrC [] 60 rÿeptgi, ls(oaov B : nephp'iÿtttoaov (sic) A : ÿtepi, tptp, ov MV : fort.

xÿptÿpi4tÿozov Beau 11 61 xa0¢g MBVA : 0ÿ:q Moyses Alch. : hol] [adice] SyrL SyrC :

:&x0ÿg BeRu }l ÿ ?ÿ lie x=nÿ6ÿ BeRu] MV : ÿ' BA I164 ante ÿp6a,g add. Tÿp

BeRu I165 n,0apr.ooÿ Beau : Lt0&p(ÿ M : ÿ,tÿ BA : Xt0dtpTp V I[ ab$ÿlv MBA :

mÿx6mÿlv V

Kaÿ ÿ#vOÿl, ÿ&v nXÿov&aÿ z& 9&xa' &XE' ÿ&v Tÿ:VÿlZat ÿavOÿl, ob

2pÿlmlÿaOaet aot vÿv" Xemc&vctt ?ÿp ÿoOÿ,et ¢& aÿbÿazcz. Kaÿ-
oov oÿv o;bxb %ÿ1 6a)Jtltsxptÿ Kat ÿtÿc&,X8 ÿav'd, adÿp, wct Zpetcÿv

EXovxt )ÿaÿ)ÿcÿboet0q' /I T&p ÿ,t0&pTÿ)POg, ÿ&v Tÿ:vÿ]zat &ppÿgozog,
o6ÿxt ÿaxcÿt ÿt6Xvÿ5oq" 7£vemat 8ÿ; ÿ6ÿ:6ÿoq" zctXÿ) T&p ai.q noXX&

bte'campÿtsmat 11 xo£) ItoX6[ÿ5o'o qÿ6atg. At 7&p 96aÿtq vtKÿat "ÿ&g

96oetg. <...>

55

6. Take Cilician saffron,'s crush it with sea water or brine, and make a wash into

which to dip heated leaves of copper, lead, and iron, until you like the result: they

will turn white. Then take half of the drug and grind it up together with realgar,
or white orpiment,ÿ6 or unburnt sulphur, or according to your knowledge: make

it as thick as a salve. Rub the leaf and put it in a newly-made vessel: seal [the

vessel] as is customary, after setting it on a fire of sawdust for a whole day, then
take [the leaf] out and dip it in a fresh wash: it will be white, the copper leaf
whitest. Do the rest as a craftsman does: for Cilician saffron with sea water
makes [metallic leaves] white, with wine yellow.ÿ7 Nature ddights ha nature.

7. Take white litharge and grind it with bay leaves and Cimolian earth
and honey and white realgar: make a glutinous mixture. Rub half of this

s TFsT. 46-8 Zos. Alch. CAAG 11 i39,i8-zo VIII 43-4 Mercens; [Zos. Alch.] CAAG II zo4,6-7 ]1 51-2 Steph.

Alch. II zsz,34 et 36 ldeler.
6  SyrL: CMA II iz, zz-i3,5 (textus}; z4 pracc. 5 (translado); SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ 6.

TFST. 54--54 Moyses Alch. (A, fol. z75ÿz-x4), ut monucrunt BeRn {CAAG 11 31o n. 9), qui texture non ed.

g 7  ore. SyrL; SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ 7.

5O i '
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;ÿaÿlcfig, ÿccÿ ÿoi.ÿlffOV Tÿot&8ÿg. Xpÿov %oÿ ,pcÿpÿt&lcoa) xb filtlÿaÿ,

1ÿcÿk bÿ61ÿcÿtÿ dÿg ÿ0og. Kcÿ6ÿcÿxmE ÿi,g m6 xoÿ (pctpÿt&KoX)),ÿtÿcÿ-

vov, &vc&6aag ÿ38axt crÿoSoÿ ÿ,aa)rctvc0v ÿ6;ÿc0v' x& ?hp hvo6ota

j.ttTP.cÿ'ÿct ÿaXÿg ÿvspTofiÿt XcoPiÿq ÿrÿpbg, Hoist abxh xoÿg ÿro[toÿg

x)p{ltctzcÿ. 'H T&p 9z0otg %ÿv 9z0tÿtv vtKÿ.

drug [on a metallic leaf?] and heat from below as is customary.T8 Dip [the metallic
leaf?l into the rest of the drug, by diluting with the water of ashes of white poplar:
for mixtures that are not thick"9 are very effective without fire. Make them fire-

resisting with washes. For nature masters nature.

8. Aaÿrbv xÿlv npoyaypcqtÿtÿvÿlv wÿ0ÿnlv, aa))Oÿaiÿoÿ cÿbxÿ azÿ)-

rxÿlpl.cÿv ÿcctÿ gtox)" 8ÿt %8 ÿptÿrX{)vacÿ, ÿi&X8 a{)¢.ÿ ÿcÿ bXÿ.Tÿ]V

Xÿ0ÿlv ÿcaSÿtav, ÿ ÿaTvÿlatav, ÿ1 6aftra€or, iÿvcÿ 7ÿvÿlxcÿt a6ÿa

"EzEcto 8ÿ cb 66vOa[tcÿ ÿccÿ 6Xÿyov &ÿpov Oaÿov, ÿvcÿ 8tctSOvB xb

9. Aÿat hpaÿvtÿoÿ ObTTiav gLÿv, ÿ vlxpoÿ o677tag x6
fiÿtaÿ, ÿaÿ 9ÿoÿofi 96Eÿv Hÿpaaÿoÿ hÿaÿ6v obTTtaÿ 860, ÿaÿ
&Eazoq fiÿtaÿ, ÿaÿ aÿaÿtvov Xvÿoÿ obTTtav gray, <aXVÿxTIpl-

ag> aXtaxfiG mb iaov. AeLoÿ 6ÿofi ÿv 8ÿat, ÿ oÿpÿ, ÿ &o'ÿaxÿ

67 r=cd, om. MV II ÿoÿnÿoÿ BA: ÿMV 11 wÿoÿaÿ BA: 7ÿ- MV II =tÿ xÿoÿ add.

1¢ÿ, BA II XP{6°v BVA : Xpÿ16ov M : ÿ tÿo \oÿ ÿJ let illine horum extemam partem]

SyrC : om. SyrL ]1 xoZ MVA : x6 B I] fiÿt6. BeRn: ÿ, M : 'ÿ. BVA ]1 68 ÿ

MBV : ÿ A II ÿt¢ ÿ=ÿ==ÿ add. ÿCCdL BA II 69 ÿa=** V ot ÿ laquÿ.] SyrC : ÿo8cÿÿ

MBV : -ÿcÿvcov A : fort. ÿea)rctvtov BeRn H 70 ÿoÿ,et A: ÿMBV ]i 71 7tÿptgctXa BA:

ptttaX MV [] 72 ctb'ÿfi BeRn : abq: M : ab'vilv BVA I172-3 axÿowÿlpiÿctv ÿcct[ ÿ6ÿ) M :

,ÿ=ÿ0ÿ ÿ ÿuÿ BVA II 73 ÿxÿ MVA: ÿ g II 7*S ÿ ÿoÿoÿ scripsi, coll.

CAAG 1I 195,7 : &ÿ6 ÿ(oFax MV : &ÿb 6&ÿaxoq BA : }}o,. J;,,ÿ boo, ÿ Jut hoc fiat

aÿbÿm ooÿpuaÿ SyrC I1 7S ÿpÿ,oÿ ÿonpÿi p0ÿt BoRn (,ÿoÿ si0 : ÿ MBVA II
Xÿoÿo BA: Xÿoÿ Mvl[ =oÿ A: iter. B: ÿi MV II 76 =ÿoÿ MBA: ÿrÿp V II
oÿbXÿt MV: ÿoÿÿ' BA II 77 ÿ0ÿ mv : -Oÿ BA II 78 ÿto ÿ*ÿ ÿdd. ÿ0 BoRn II

79 [8 [i.e. o67yt(av)] MBA : ou77 V II ÿt,oo, BeRn : Iÿ MBVA II ÿ O.e. oÿt(ÿ0ÿ

MBA: O'0rr VII ÿ6 ore. VII s0 ÿ,ÿ, BeRn : xa M: ÿ BVA II ÿzoÿoÿ BeRn: tpko6ÿ

MB : tpkoÿ°' V : 9Xot6v A : eLR \of .1ÿ.ÿ; la;d ÿo /,ÿ Iÿ;aÿ lKaÿ, [Perseae cortex vel

mollium foliorum duo drachmae] SyrC 11 =roÿo. MV : =ÿoÿzl...l B : =ÿrÿ A II

Iÿ ÿ' [i.e. o6yyt(ctg) 86o] MB : oÿoÿ 13' V : ore. A ]J 81 fi[tta,a BeRn : xÿ n : ÿ BVA J]

XxÿXofi B : -6v MV : Xetg&v A [[ ÿ [i.e. obTyi(av)] MBA : o-o'H V I1 a1-2 **.ÿ*,rÿ

aXto%fig scripsi post Zurÿ (*X- ÿx.) : ÿXt*¢ÿq MV : ÿrXt*zfiq et ÿ s.1. BA : b;baÿ] [i.e.

l syÿc II aÿ ÿte Xÿoÿ add. ÿ V II ÿoaaÿo MV:-oÿ BA

8O
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8. Take the abovementioned volatile substance,ÿ° and grind alum and misy

together with it; after washing with vinegar, also add to it a bit of white cadmia,
or magnesia, or quicklime, so that this incorporeal [vapour/substance] becomes a
body [i.e. solid]. Crush with whitest honey: make a wash in which to dip and

warm up whatever you want; keep it dipped and [what you are seeking for] will
happen. Let the compound have a bit of unburnt sulphur as well, so that the drug

may sink in. Nature conquers nature.

9- Take orpiurent, one ounce, and soda, a half-ounce, and the skin of the

tender leaves of Persaion, two ounces, and salt, a half-ounce, and mulberry

juice, one ounce, and the same amount of scissile <alum > .ÿ Grind together in

vinegar, or urine, or filtrate of quicklime, until a wash is formed: dip into

S 7  TVÿST. 67-70 Zos. Alch. CAAG I[ 168, rz-4 ]l 69-70 Zos. Alch. CAAG II 16o,5 6 et r68,6 7 et x89,13-4-
s  ore. SyrL; SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ 8.

Tÿsw. 72-SZos. Alch. CAAGBI95,5 7  75ÿfiZos. Alch. CAAGIlI85,z3-4  76-7Z°s'Alch'CAAGIIx74,16;
Steph. Alch. II z47,zl Ideler; Philos. Christ. Aich. CAAG B z74,x4 et 42o, r4-5  77 8 Philos. Christ. Alch. CAAG

If z77,13ÿ; Hieroth. Aleh. CAAG II 45 H5 6.
9  ore. SyrL; SyrC: 2SyrC ÿ 9.

TtÿgT. 7%84 Zos. Alch. CAAG rf r78,i 8 ÿ 79,' 1179-81 Zos. Alch. CAAG 1I i53,1 et r63,zz-r64,z et zx7,r4-6 [[

80 Zos. AIch. CAAG 1I r55,z 3 I1 Rlÿ" Zos. Alch. CAAG II ÿ 35,17 9.
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10. "Aÿzÿxÿ ÿ&vca "c& Xpvo0 lcaÿ. &pTOpm ZpYlmga. ObSÿv
bÿroÿEtÿzm, obSÿv ba'ÿpÿ, ÿlv Xflÿ wÿ,ÿlÿ Kai "coÿ baa'r% ÿ1

6paw &XX& "raÿza ÿ.ÿcÿv ÿrapÿaffOnÿlaa, &.& "r6 &qÿ06voÿ ab'r&

7ÿcÿa0at ÿccd, ÿv 'raÿ 6XXmq Itoÿ ypcupcÿ. "Eppÿoo0ÿ [ÿv zct6Xrl

84 I21ÿCI [i.e. ÿxctXÿt BeRu] MBVA II aÿoÿ,ÿ,ÿ MÿA : -aoÿ V II ante tp0crtq add.

ao ÿoRu II as &ÿxÿ ÿaÿv : -ÿ A II ÿ om ÿA II aS ÿVÿo0ÿ ÿ¢mV: ÿVÿ- A II
ppÿocr0ÿ MBV : -¢r0cÿt A H 88-9 iv caÿ$,rl zÿ Tpctq0ÿ secl. BeRu : ÿpptoo0ÿ -- Tpcÿq)ÿ om.

SyrL SyrC

85

tiffs wash the dark metallic leaves while heating them, and you will make them 'sha-
dowless.' Nature masters nature.

xo. You have received everything useful for gold and silver. Nothing has been left
out; nothing is missing, except how to sublime volatile substances and to distil

waters. But I have intentionally passed these topics over in silence, since they are
covered enough in my other writings. Farewell [with this writing].

° SyrL: CMA II i3,6-8 (textus); z4 praec. 6 (tcanslafio); SyrC: 2SyrC § io.
TEST. 85-6Zos. Alch. CAAGII ÿ48,1cÿ1 et 15z,/6 7et 181,3 6;Pelag. Alch. CAAGIIz6o,19 zx;Steph. Alch. II
zo5,3o-5 et zi7,ii-5 et z33,z8-9 et z44,ÿ c-r Ideler; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. Alch. BeRu) CAAG II iz5,6-7 et
I36,IZ-3 II 87-8 zos. Alch. CAAG 11 zzSoÿ3 =IV (versio z) ±4-3° Mertens et CAAG II z34ÿ5-7=I 19ÿ5

Mcrtens et CAAG II z37,9 t8 =IV ÿ-34 Mertens.


