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145 IAMBLICHUS: DE MYSTERIIS 

neet6<5ov; ai-r:La; elvat -r:wv wwv-r:wv naD'Y}µ&:r:wv, ·oi5u -r:~v wv oµolov_ 

uarac5ox~v ual T~'V TOV evav-r:tov a<paleeert'V la-r:eela'V 'l"l'V<I <pB(!el'V -r:fj; TOtav­

T'Y}; vneef3oAfj; <prJ<fOµev· rd yae TOtavra navra awµaroetc5fj I uaDianpee, I(123] ' - , , ~E C ~,,3; , ,
wfj; c5e Dela; ,eat 'VOe(!a; na'VT'(J UEXW(!l<1Tat. ua<1TO'V ue ll ne<pvue -r:av-

' \ \ , \ J!. I 'l - {}, 
T'(J avµf3alvet ,eat -r:a neet av-ro 1:::veey'Y}µa-r:a TeAet<1 at· ware 

N 
,eat 

\ 
-r:a 

\ 
a.no 

, \

, , ' , {3 , ' , {j, , , , f3L
-r:wv Dewv eyeteov-r:a uat ava auxevov-ra -r:ov; av ewnov; nvwµa-r:a eu 1:::-

/3ArJUE'V aAA'YJ'V na<1a'V avDewnlYrJ'V ual <pV<1t'K~'V ,e{prJ<fl'V' ual ov c5ei <5~ -r:o_v 

-r:eono'V avTW'V a<poµotoV'V -r:ai; <1vv17Dw; ytyvw<1uoµevat; iveeye{at;, enl 

c5e rd navuAw; naeaAAaTTO'VTa ual newroveya TW'V Dew'V aina av-ra; 

avayet'V neo<117uet. 
11 "Ev µev <5~ O'O'V TOVTO eMo; Deo<poe{a; TotOYc5e ual OVTW ytyv&-

µevov vnaexet • BTE(!O'V ()B TO TW'V X(!rJ<1T'YJ(!{Wv cJta/30rJTOV ual evaeyia-ra-r&v 

8<1Tt noAvµeee; lvDeov µavuiov, neel ov -r:a TOta'V't"a dno<palvet· Ot be fJdwe 

m&v-r:e;, uaDanee oEV KoAo<pWVt Ceeev; TOV IO.aelov, Ot be <1roµlot; na­

eauaD17µevot, w; al EV LleA<poi; {}ean{(ov<1at, Qt '5' E~ vM-rwv a-r:µtC6µevot, 

uaD&.nee at 8'V Beayxlc5at; neol<p17uc5e;. Tetw'V c5e TOVTW'Vl c5twvvµwv xe11- I(124] 

<11:rJ(!lWV eµvrJµ6vev<1a;, ovx on µova evrnvDa, noAV yae nAelova vnfiexe 

Ta naeaAetn6µeva· d)..)..' end neoeixe TWV a.AA.WY -r:av-r:a, ,eat aµa oi5 lveua 

E(rJUiTO Cuavw; aveMdaaue;, neet TOV re6nov <prJµt -rfj; eu Dewv avOew­

not; emneµnoµev'Y}; µav-rela;, bta t'OVTO b~ r;eui<10'Y}; t'OVTOt;. Kal fJµei; 

ovv neet -rwv -r:etwv wv-r:wv notrJ<16µeDa Myov, -rov neel -rwv noAAwv µav-

-r:e{wv )..6yov vneef3av-r:e;. ~ •c•~ 

To '5~ ev KoAo<pwvt µaneiov oµoAoyei-r:at naea naat dt' fJbaw; te~-
µa-rlCetv. Elvat yae nrJy~v S'V o'lucp ,ea-raye{cp ,eat an' av-rij; nlvel'V TOV 

'Jr,(!O<p1JT'YJV lv Tt<ft TaUTai; vv~{v, lE(!OV(!YlW'V noAAWV yevoµevwv neo-r:eeov, I 

.. I 1~ 

[123].6 ouv-fi0wc;; M: ouv-fi0wv V ytyvMrxoµevcx.tc;; VM: ywoµevcx.tc;; cj. 
Gale VM: scr. Gale t • • z4

11 11 &:1tocpcx.£ve:t &:1tocpcx.(ve:tc;; 11 12 x).,cx.p~ou CJ. 1. m. ; 
et Boulliau i. m. R et U: !3).cx.p(ou VM II 14 (3pcx.rx£8cx.tc;; scr. Gale: (3pcx.x.x(8cx.tc;; : 

Met (cx.t ex e:, 8cx.tc;; i. m.) V2 (3pcx.xxl8i::c;; V II [124].1 't"OU't'(a)\ll 8twvuµwv M: 
't'OU't'(a)\I l8tovuµwv V 11 2 tV't'OtU0cx.] ~\I 't'CXU't'CX cj. Gale 11 4 &:ve:8(8cx.ax.e:c;; VM: C, 

&.v t8(8cx.ax.e:c;; scr. Gale 11 5 -ljpx.ecrthic;; V: -ljpx.ecrlhiv M 11 10 't'LO't V: 't'LO't 8~ 
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IAMBLICHUS: DE MYSTERIIS III.IO-I I 

that seasonal periods are causes of these conditions, nor that the 
reception of the like and removal of the contrary, will offer a rem­
edy for such excess. For all such things are corporeal and wholly 
separated from a divine and intellectual life. But each thing ac­
complishes its own activities according to its nature, so that, in 
fact, spirits from the gods, arousing humans and causing them to 
b4rst into Bacchic frenzy, drive out all other human and natural 
activity, and we shall not compare their manner of existence to 
those activities known in ordinary ways: but it is proper to trace 
them back to divine causes, wholly other and primordial. 

11 This, then, is one kind of divine transport and how 
it comes about. Another kind of divination, famous and most 
splendid, is that of the inspired oracle, which takes diverse forms. 
About this you declare the following: "Some are inspired while 
drinking water, like the priest of Clarian Apollo in Colophon; 1 6 9

others while sitting near apertures like the women who proph­
esy at Delphi; 197 others while inhaling vapours from waters, like 
the prophetesses of the Branchidai." 1 8 9 You have mentioned three 
of these far-famed oracles, not because there are only three, for 
those omitted are much more numerous, but since these take 
precedence over the others, you have at the same time sufficiently 
explained why you investigate them-that is to say, you were con­
cerned with the mode in which divination is imparted to human 
beings by the gods, and it was for this reason that you were con­
tent to select these, and thus we will take account of these three

' while passing over the many other oracles. 
It is agreed by everyone that the oracle at Colophon proph­ '1

esies by means of water. There is a spring in a subterranean 
chamber, and from it the prophet drinks on certain appointed 
nights, after performing many preliminary ceremonies, and after 

196 Both the god and his oracle are called "Clarios" because of the small 
town of Claros west of Colophon, and northwest of Ephesos. See Buresch 
(1889). On "Abamon's" account of this oracle, cf. Parke (1985, 219-24); Clarke 
(2001' 59-60). 

197 Cf. Proclus ap. Psellos, Script. Min. 1.248.16-18: "there are others 
who work themselves up into a state of inspiration deliberately, like the prophet­
ess at Delphi when she sits over the chasm." 

198 The Branchidai were descendants of Branchos, favoured by Apollo 
and charged with the oracle at Didyma. On this oracle see Gunther (1971); 
Athanassiadi (1989-1990); Fontenrose (1988); Clarke (2001, 63-65). 
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147 IAMBLICHUS: DE MYSTERIIS 

m6VTa t5e X(!'YJ<1µ<pt5eiv ov,df}' oewµevov wic; :TW(!OV<Jt f}eweoic;. To µev o-i5v 

elvm µaV1:t,eov i,eeivo TO vt5we av-r6frev ne6t5rJAOV" TO t5e nwc; 8<1Tt TOtoVTov, 

ov,efr' av, ,ea-ra T'YJV naeotµlav, niic; llV'Yj(! yvol'Yj • t5o,eei µev yae t5t17,eew n 

f5t' aVTOV 
, - I , L I ,, ,f}' ,, ,, 

nvevµa µavn,eov• OV µ,:;VTOt 
rp, \

TO ye aA'Yj ec; OVTWc; EXEt. .1 0 ya(! 

I [125] freiov ov t5tane<pOh:'YJ,eev oihw t5tacn:arwc; ,eat µeeunwc; iv I wic; avrov 

µedxov<Jtv, a,).).' we; naetxov l~wfrev ,eat emM.µnov T'YJV 1i'YJY1JV, nA'Yj(!Oi 

t5vvaµewc; aVT'YJV a<p' EaVTOV µavn,efjc;· ov µeVTOt WV ye freov nii<Ja 8<1TtV 

~ enlnvota fjvnva naeexet rd vt5we, dA).' aVT'YJ µev bttT'Yjt58tOT'YJTa µ6vov 

,eal ano,eaf}a(!<JtV TOV iv ~µiv avyoett5ovc; nvevµa-roc; eµnotei, t5t' ~v t5vva-rol 

ytyv6µefra xweeiv TOV f}e6v. "AAArJ t5' 8<1TtV ~ WV freov naeov<Jla ,eat neo-
, , ' avw ~ ,f} , , ~, , -reea -rav-r'Yjc; ,em ev eva<1-r(!an-rov<1a· aVT'YJ -rowvv ovuevoc; '..i ' a<p,:;<1T'Yj,ee , ,L 

TWV ex6v-rwv t5ui -rijc; ol,eetOT'Y}Wc; <1vva<p'Y}V neoc; EaVT1]'V" na(!E<1Tt t5' evfJvc; 

,eal xefJ-rat we; oeyav<p np 1i(!O<p1]-CrJ OVTE fovwv OVTl OVTE naea,eoAov­

f}ovvn ovt5ev olc; Uyet rj onov yfjc; 8<11:t'V" W<JTE ,eat µe-ra 'l''YJV Xf!rJ<Iµ<pMav 

µ6ytc; noTE fov-rov ).aµ{Javet • ,eat neo WV nlvetv t5e ov-rwc; a<Jt-rei T'YJ'P ~µt­

eav 8A.rJV ,eat vv,e-ra, ,eat ev leeoic; Tt<Jl'V a{Jawtc; Tq> nA17fret ,ea{}' fov-rov 

ava,eeXW(!'YJ"E'P aexoµevoc; evfrov<Jtiiv' ,eat buz rfjc; ano<1Ta<1ewc; ,eat anaA­

Aayfjc; -rwv d.,,,f}ewnlvwv neayµa-rwv axeavwv fov-rov elc; vnot50X'YJV TOV 

[126] freov naea<1,eevaCei- 8~ aw t5n elc; ,eafraeav lt5eav -rfjc; fov-rov 'f/JVX,fjc; I 8A­

Aaµnov<1av lxet T'Y}V WV freov inln'VOta'V, a,,ewAv-r6v -re avrfj naeixet T'Y}V 

,eaw,eWX'YJV ,eat T'YJV naeov<1lav relelav aveµn6t5t<JTOV. 

rH '5' iv L'.leA.<poic; 1i(!O<pfjnc;, ei-re and nvevµa-roc; Aenrov ,eat nvew-
L ,f}' , ' I ,f} t5ovc; ava<pE(!Oµ,:;VOV no EV ano <11:oµtov eµt<JTEVEl I TOt<; - ap , ,f} (!W1i0t<;, I etTE ,, E'P , 

Tq> dMr<p ,eafrriµiv'Yj hd M<peov xa).,eov T(!e'lc; n6t5ac; lxovwc; xe'YJµarlCet, 

eire ,eal enl WV re-reanot5oc; M<peov 8c; 8<11:tV leeoc; WV freov, nav-raxij 

OVTW Mt5w<Jtv EaVT'YJ'V Tq> f}el<p nvevµan, an6 re rfjc; TOV f}elov nveoc; 

(125].5 cxuyoet8ouc:;;] yetc.u8ouc:;; cj. Boulliau i. m. R et u II 11 µ6ytc:;; V 
et (y s. v.) M 2

: µ6Atc:;; M II 13 &vcxxqwp1)X€V scr. B: &vcxxex_wptxev VM I 
ev0oumcxv VM: ev0ouo-t&v cj. B II (126].2 cxu-tji V: €CXU't'TI M II 3 XCX't'OX<.t>X'ti" 
scripsi: xcx-rcxxc.ux.11v VM I -reklcxv VM: -reklcxv xcxl cj. B 11 6 lx_ov-roc:;; 1"1 et 
(o s. v.) V 2

: ~x.ov-rcxc:;; V j
! ' 

IAMBLICHUS: DE MYSTERIIS III.I I 

drinking, he delivers his oracles, no longer seen by the spectator·s 
present. That this water has oracular power is immediately obvi­
ous. But how this is so, as the saying goes, "not every man may 
know." 199 For it seems that some prophetic spirit passes through 
the water; but this is not correct, for the divine does not permeate 
what partakes in a fragmented and divided manner, but it is by ex­
ercising its power from without, and illuminating the spring, that 
it fills it with its own prophetic power. Still, not every inspiration 
that the water gives is from the god, but this only bestows the re­
ceptivity arid purification of the luminous spirit in us, 200 through 
which we are able to receive the god. But the presence of the god 
is different from and prior to this, and flashes like lightning from 
above. This holds aloof from no one who, through a kindred na­
ture, is in union with it; but it is immediately present, and uses 
the prophet as an instrument while he is neither himself nor has 
any consciousness of what he says or where on the earth he is, 
so that even after prophesying, he sometimes scarcely gets con­
trol of himself. 201 Even before drinking, he fasts the whole day 
and night, and after becoming divinely inspired, he withdraws by 
himself to sacred, inaccessible places, and by this withdrawal and 
separation from human affairs, he purifies himself for receiving 
the god; and through these means, he has the inspiration of god il­
luminating the pure sanctuary of his own soul, and providing for 
it an unhindered divine possession, and a perfect and unimpeded 
presence. 

The prophetess at Delphi, however, whether she gives or­
acles to human beings from a subtle and fiery spirit brought up 
from an aperture, or prophesies in the innermost sanctuary while 
seated on a bronze stool with three legs, or on a seat with four 
legs that is sacred to the god, she thus ·gives herself absolutely to 
the divine spirit, and is illuminated by the ray of divine fire. And 

199 Cf. Plato, Epin. 978ar. 
200 A reference to the soul-vehicle, which was the pneumatic mediating 

entity between the soul and the body and, if we accept the influence ofHermetic 
and/or Chaldaean concepts, between man and the divine; see Dodds (1963, 313-
18) on the origins of the idea. Porphyry played down the role of theurgy by 
arguing that its usefulness for purifying corrupted soul-vehicles was its sole and 
limited power (Porphyry ap. Proclus, Comm. Tim. 3.234.18-32; Regr. frg. 2). 

201 For prophesy in an ecstatic trance within the magical papyri, see 
PGM IV. 435-439. 
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, r T? ' rt ' '{} , ' '.I ' ' , ,aurt'VO; uaravya~erat. n.at ora'V µe'V a (!OO'V Uat 1WAV ro a'Jla<pE(!Oµe'VO'V 
, ,, '{} ,, 1 and '.I - ,,

rov <11:0µtov :llV(! UVUAq> :nanaxo E'V avr'Yj'V :llE(!lBXTJ, :llA'YJ(!OVrat an I 

avwv {}ela; avyfj;• {frap b' el; .ibea'JI B'Jltbevf>fi 'l'OV {}eov, r'fj ura{}ee{j, WV 

{}eov µantu'fj bv"Vaµet <JV'Va(!µ6Cerat· e; aµq;od(!W'V be rW'V 'l'OtoVrW'V :na­

eauueVW'V lJA'Yj y{yperat 'l'OV {}eov. Kat r6re bn :naee<11:t'V avr'fj XW(!t<Jrw; 

[127] o{}ed; 8:ntAaµ:nw'V, .ireeo; W'V ual 'l'OV :nved; ual 'l'OV :ll'VEVµaw; ual I rfj;
Mla; .ibea; ual :na<J'Yj; rfj; :neel rd'V r6:no'V <pV<Jtufj; ual leeii; rpawoµi"V'Yj; 

uarauuevfj;. 
Kal µn"V fj ye ep Beayxlbat; yvPn Xf!'YJ<Iµq>b6;, e'/,re eafMoP lxovua 

rnv :newrw; v:nd {}eov nvo; :naeabo{}ei<Ja'V :llA'YJ(!OVrat rfj; {}ela; avyfj;, Ei­

re 8:lll a;ovo; ua{}'YjµB'V'YJ :neoUyet rd µeAAO'V, Et'l'E wv; :n:6ba; rj uea<1:neb6'JI 

n dyyovua np fJban rj eu rov fJbaro; arµtCoµtv'YJ Mxerat rdv {}e6v, e; 

a:nanwv rovrwv emrrJbela :naeauuevaCoµB'V'YJ :ned; r~'V v:noboxn'V l;w{}ev 

avrov µeraAaµ{Javet. 
L11JAol be uat rd rwv {}vutw"V :nAfjOo; uat o {}euµd; rfj; 8A1J; ayt-

urela; uat o<Ja a.Ua beiirat 

n
:ll(!O rfj; X(!'YJ<Iµq,bla; {}eo:nee:nw;, rare A.ovrea 

rfj; :ll(!O<p~nbo; uat reiwv OA.W'V ~µeewv a<Jtda uat nB'V abvrot; avrfj; 

biareifJn ual exoµiv'Yj; rjb'Yj rip q;wrl ual 1:E(!:llOµi'V'Yj; 8'V :noAAq> xe6'JlqJ" uat 

yae avra :nana :naeauA'Yj<Jt'V 'l'OV {}eov wure :naeayepfo{}at uat :naeov<Jla'V 

l~w E'V e:ntuetU'VV<Jt'V, 
, .I: , 

e:nt:n'VOta'V 
, , , 

re 
{} 

avµautav 
, 

otav 
t/ \ \ , \ '{}

{} :new uat et; ro'V <JV'V'YJ 'YJ 

[128] r6:nov arptufo{}m, ual B'V avri[> rt[> :nvevµan rt[> and rfj; :n'Yjyfj; I ava<pE­

eoµsvq, E'l'E(!O'V rwa :ll(!E<J{Jvreeo'JI XW(!t<Jrov &no rov r6:nov {}eo'JI avaq;alvet, 

[126].14 £1tLMµ1t<.t>V M: £1tLACX:µ1te:L V 11 [127].13 exoµev'Ylc; VM: XC£'t'e­

xoµev'1)c; cj. Gale I -rap1toµev'1lc; V: Ep1toµev'1)c; M 

IAMBLICHUS: DE MYSTERIIS III.I I 

when the fiery spirit coming up from the aperture, 202 dense and 
abundant, envelops her entirely in a circle, she is filled by it with 
a divine brightness; whenever she is found on the seat of the god, 
she is in harmony with the divine, unwavering oracular power. 
And as a result of both these preparations she becomes wholly the 
god's possession. Then, indeed, the god is present, shining on her 
separately, being himself other than the fire, the spirit, the partic­
ular abode, and all the physical and sacred trappings appearing in 
connection with the place. 

And as for the woman at Branchidai who gives oracles, it is 
either by holding the staff first given by a certain god 203 that she 
is filled by the divine radiance; or else when sitting on the axle 204 

she predicts the future; or whether dipping her feet or skirt in the 
water, or inhaling vapour from the water, at any rate, she receives 
the god: prepared and made ready by any or all of these prelimi­
naries for his reception from without, she partakes of the god. 

This is what is shown by the abundance of sacrifices, the 
established custom of the whole ritual, and everything that is per­
formed with due piety prior to divination: also the baths of the 
prophetess, her fasting for three whole days, abiding in the inner­
most sanctuaries, already possessed by light, and rejoicing in it 
for a long time. For all these things show that the god has been 
invoked, and that his arrival comes from without, a marvellous in­
spiration even before coming to his accustomed place; and in the 
very spirit rising up from the spring20S it shows forth another god, 

202 Oppe ( 1904) disproved the theory that the chasm at Delphi emitted 
mephitic vapours almost a century ago, but this ancient fantasy lingers on in 
the modern mind (see esp. De Boer, Hale, and Chanton, 2001). For the notion, 
see Pliny, Nat. 2.208; Diodorus Siculus 16.26; Pausanius 10.5.7; Plutarch, Mor. 
434b4-5; Strabo, Geogr. 9.3.5. "Abamon" is clearly a whole-hearted believer in 
the myth. On the oracle of Apollo at Delphi see Amandry (1950); Athanassiadi 
(1989-1990); Fontenrose (1978); Clarke (2001, 60-63). 

203 The staff of Apollo, supposedly passed to his loyal followers, and the 
symbol of prophetic power at Didyma. 

204 For speculation on the use of an "axle" at Didyma, see Fontenrose 
(1988, 80-83) and Parke (1985, 212). PGM IV. 681 exemplifies prayers to the 
guardians of the &~wv who command the revolving axis of the vault of heaven; 
cf. PGM VII. 686-690, but this may be entirely irrelevant. 

205 Des Places takes 7t'Yl¥fJ as meaning "fount" or "source" here, but 
"spring" seems more appropriate given the context. 
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rdv a'lnov xal rov r6nov xal rfj<; nrJyfj<; avrfj<; xal rfj<; µavnxfj<; OA.rJ<;. 

12 <J>a{verm brJ o-i5v xal ~ rwv X(!'YJ<IT'YJ(!lwv µavrela avvoµoAoyov­

aa rai<; DA.at<; vnofHae<JtV a<; neoetefJxaµev neel rfj<; µavnxfj<;. 'Axwet<JTO<; 

µev yae ovaa rfj<; <pV<Jew<; TWV r6nwv xal TWV vnoxetµivwv avrfj awµarwv 

~ wtaVT'YJ ~vvaµt<;, rj Jl(!Otovaa xara xlv'Yj<JtV TrJV d<pO(!t(oµev'YjV detfJµ{p, ov 

/Jvvarat Ta navraxov xal a.el neoytyvwaxetv waavrw<;· d<petµBV'YJ fl' dn6-. 

A.VW<; TWV r6nwv xal TWV btaµeµET(!'Yjµivwv Toi<; d(!tfJµoi<; xe6vwv ( are 

fln xeefrrwv oiJ<Ja TW'V ytyvoµivwv xara xe6vov xal TW'V vno r6nov xar- IO 

exoµivwv) rol<; navraxov o-i5<JtV e~ 'laov naeean, xal TO£<; xara xe6vov 

<pvoµevot<; navrore aµa avveanv, ev lv{ re avvelA'Yj<pe TWV OA.WV T'YJV aA.17-

fJeiav bta T'YJV XW(!t<JT'Yj'V fovrfj<; xal vneeexovaav ovalav. 

(129] El brJ raifra oefJw<; elefJxaµev, vn' ovflevo<; OVTE r6nov I ovre µeet- 1

<JWV awµaro<; dvfJewnlvov OVTE 'IJJVXfi<; xarexoµEY'YJ<; SY lvi e'lbet µe(!t<JTW'V 

neeielArJ7lTal µe(!t<JTW<; ~ µavnxn TWV fJewv /Jvvaµt<;, XW(!t<JT'Yj fl' o-Oaa xai 

dbtaleero<; OA.'YJ navraxov naeean roi<; µeraA.aµ(Javeiv avrfj<; /JvvaµeYOt<;' 

l~wfJiv Te emA.aµnet xal nArJ(!Oi n&vra, flt' DA.WV TE TWV <Jrotxelwv btane- s 
<pofrrJXE' yfjv TE x~l a.tea xal nve xal fJflwe xare{A.rJ<pEV' f!Vbi'V TE aµot(!O'V 

fovrfj<; OVTE. TWV C<f>wv OVTE TW'V and <pV<JEW<; btotxovµeYW'V anoA.elnet, 

a.A.A.a Toi<; µev µii.AA.OP TO~ be ~TTOV d<p~ fovrfj<; M/Jwa{ nva µolea'V neo­

yvwaew<;· aVT'YJ µiv-rot neo TWV QA.WV neovnaexov<Ja avnp rip XW(!t<JT<p 

fovrfj<; 'i,xavn yiyovev dnonA.rJ(!W<Jat n&vra, xafJ' oaov lxaara /Jvvarat av- IO 

rfj<; µedxetv. 
13 "1/Jwµev rolvvv ro evrevfJev aAA.o el/Jo<; Mtwnxdv xal ov brJ-

µ 6awv I \ ~ µayreta<;, neet ov -~ ,11,eyet<; ~ I ravra· «ot ~ jt > > \ 
u ent xaeaxT'YJ(!WV I aravre<; I 

W<; Ol nA.rJ(!OVµevot and elaxelaewv)). Tovro rolvvv bta TOV<; xaxw<; av-

Tq> xewµivov<; ov eq.fltov ev E'Vt My<p ne(!tA.a{JeiY. 'AUa TO µev :ne6xet(!O'V 15 

[130] xal xaxw<; emno1&Cov f,y roi<; :n;oA.Aoi<; dvfJewnot<; tpevboAoylq. re xai I 1 

dnarn xewµeYO'V ovx a,yexrfj' ov/J' OA.W<; lxet nvd<; fJeov naeova{av' x{­

'V'Yj<Jl'V M nva rfj<; 'IJJVXfi<; noteiTat naea TOV<; fJeov<;' xal dµvfle&v nva an' 

[128] .5 &.c:; V: &el M 11 9 x.p6vwv cj. B: x.p6vov VM 
2 
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more senior and distinct from the site, who is responsible for the 
site, the spring, and for all divination. 

12 It is clear, then, that the divination of oracles is con­
sonant with all the suppositions that we expounded previously 
about prophetic inspiration. For such a power, if inseparable from 
the nature of places and of bodies subject to it, or preceded by 
a rpotion limited by number, cannot know beforehand things ev­
erywhere and always in the same manner. But if separate and 
free from places and times measured by number (since it is supe­
rior to things happening in time and held in place) it is equally 
present with beings wherever they are, and is always at the same 
time present with those growing in time, and embraces in one the 
t~uth of all existing things because of its own separate and supe­
rior essence. 

If, then, we have stated these things correctly, the divina­
tory power of the gods is bounded by nothing divisible, neither 
by place, nor by a divisible human body, nor by a soul contained 
in any single form of divisible entities, but being separate by it­
self and indivisible, it is wholly present everywhere to those able 
to share in it. And it both illuminates from without and fills all 
things, and permeates all the elements: it embraces both earth, 
air, fire, and water, and leaves nothing deprived of itself, nei­
ther living beings nor beings governed by nature, but to some it 
gives a greater portion of its foreknowledge, and to others a lesser 
portion. And existing itself prior to the totality of things, it is suf­
ficient, by its own separateness, to fill all things to the extent that 
each is able to share in it. 

13 After this, let us now look at another form of divina­
tion, private and not public, about which you say this: "of those 
who stand on (magical) characters, they are filled with spiritual in­
fluences." 206 However, because of those who put it to bad use, it 
is not easy to do justice to this form of divination in a single ac­
count. But that which is readily accessible and widespread among 
the vulgar throng, employing falsehood and deceit of an intolera­
ble nature, enjoys the presence of no god, but produces a certain 
moti0n of the soul, contrary to the gods, and draws from them 

206 On the magical characters cf. PCM III. 292-303; VII. 586; 
XII I. 1003. For discussion of the ritual process of standing on the charac­
ters, adopted by medieval magicians, see Dodds (1951, 292, 296), and note 
Ammianus Marcellinus 29. 1 .29-32. 
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avrwv eMwAt:ierJV lµ<pa<JtV lAxet, r}u~ buz TO e~frr;Aov rij~ bvvdµew~ elw-

{}ep evtore vno TW'V baiµovlwv <paVAW'V nvevµdrwv emraedrrea{}ai· 17 b' 5 

OVTW~ TWP {}ewv rvyxdvovaa, rd re aAAa eUtX(!lV'YJ~ xal xa{}aea lfreenro; 

<Ur;{}*, xal b'Yj xal vno TWP evavrlwv nPevµdrwv li.{Jar6; E<JU xal dveµn6-

biaro;· wane(! ,, yae ' ..s;'l' , AWV xara,.aµtpavro~ 'l' ov , ne<pVxe , TrJV ' avyr;v , ' vnoµ1::vetv ~ .l
1

TO <JXOTO~' e~al<pvr;~ bi d<pavi; aebr;v xa{}lararat xal navreAW~ ex µiawv 

vnoxweei xal exnobwv e~lararat, OVTW xal rij~ ndvra dya{}wv nArJ(!OV<lrJ; IO 

TWP {}ewv bvvdµew; noAAax6{}ev emAaµnovar;; ovx lxei xweav 17 TWP xa-

xwv raeaxr; ' nvevµarwv, , ovue '.sl' uvvarat .sl' , nov uta<:paivea jl , {} at, aAA ''l'l' w; ~ ro ' µr;uev jl\

~ EV rip µ'Y) O'VU xexweiarat, ovbaµov <pV<ll'V lxovaa xweia{}at TWP X(!etT­

TO'VWV naeovrwv ~ naeevoxkiv avroi; bvvaµivr; 17vlxa av emAaµnw<Jl'V. 

131] I Tl nor' ovv TO<JOVTO'V btd<pO(!OV B<JTlV lxadeov TOVTWV, ovx lU- I 

Aot; xefJaoµat yvwelaµa<Jl'V el~ T'YJ'V btdX(!l<Jl'V avrwv ~ avroi; Toi; naea 
~ {} J! ' ,, ~, ' , , "1).,<JOV er; eww· urav yae ein17; (( Ol ent xaeaxrr;ewv aravre;))' ovuev '.i' aA 0 

lotxa; ar;µalvel'V ~ TO aiuov TWP neel ravra xaxwv ndvrwv. Elal yd(! 

nve; o2 T'YJV OArJV neayµarelav rij~ reAe<JtoV(!YOV Dewela; naetc56rre; neel s 
re TOP xaAOV'VTa xal neel TOP en6nrr;v, rd~l'V re rij; Der;axela; xal T'YJ'V 

O<Jtwrarr;v ev noAAip X(!OVq> TWP n6vwv eµµovnv duµaaavre;, {}eaµov; re 

xal evrvxla; xal ra; li.lla; aytarela; naewadµevot, dnoxewaav voµl?;,ovat 

T'YJ'V enl TWP xaeaxrfJewv µ6vr;v <JT(l<Jl'V, xal ravrr;v ev µtij. weq. noir;ad-
, , ,,- t - , , :,\ 

µevot, et<JX(!t'Vel'V voµt,ova n nvevµa· xatrot n av yevon;o 
I

ano 
, \ 

1:ovrwv 
I

10 

xaldv ~ d).ewv; ~ nw; lvean T'YJ'V dlbwv xal rip ovn rwv {}ewv ovalav 

e<pr;µeeoi; leyot; avvanrea{}ai EV rai; feeai; ned~e<Jt; bta ravra b'Yj O'O'V oC 

)32] TOlOVTOl neonerei~ li.vbee; TOV I navro~ aµaerdvov<Jt'V, ovb' li.~to'V avrov; I 

ev µavre<Jt xa1:aet{}µeia{}ai. 
14 Ileel b' aUov yevov~ µavnxij; Uyet; ravra· «aAAOl naea­

xoAovD-ovvre; fovroi; xara Ta aAAa, xara TO <pavraanxov {}eid?;,ov<Jl'V, 

oC µiv ax6ro; avveeydv Aa{36vre; oC c5e xaran6aei; nvwv oC b' enq>M; s 
xal avardaei;· xal ol µiv bi' {Maro; <pavra.1;,ovrat of b' ev rolxq> ol b' E'V 

[130].6 dAtxptv'tjc; M: dAtxptvi) V II 9 !x µfowv V: !v µfoep M II 
[131].8 !v-rux(ixc; cj. i. m. B 3 vel B 5 : 't'eAE:'t'Ot<; id. €V't'(Xx(ixc; VM €V't'<X(J)(<Xc; (q, s. v.) 
V2 e:1hixl;lixc; i. m. B 4 e:0CTt"<X6dixc; i. m. B 5 II 9 €7rl vc: CX7r0 VM II [132].1 

ou3' cj. i. m. B 5 2 
: 't'OU 3e VM 't'OU (3e p. n.) V I &l;tov VM: &l;tov e:Ivixt (e:Ivixt 

s. v.) V 2 
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an indistinct and phantom-like appearance which sometimes, be­
cause of the feebleness of its power, is likely to be disturbed by evil 
daemonic influences. But there is that type which truly connects 
with the gods, uncontaminated in all respects, pure, unwavering, 
true, and is indeed both inaccessible to and unobstructed by spir­
its of an opposite nature. For just as when the sun shines, the 
d3;rkness by its nature is not able to resist its light, and suddenly 
becomes wholly invisible, withdraws completely from its midst, 
and altogether ceases, so when the power of the gods, filling all 
with its benefits, ·shines forth in many directions, the tumult of 
evil spirits has no place, and cannot manifest itself in any way, but 
is set apart as nothing or non-being, in no way having a nature 
to move itself when superior beings are present, or able to cause 
them annoyance when they shine forth. 

As to the great difference between each of these, I will use 
no other tokens for distinguishing them than those mentioned by 
you. For when you mention "those who stand upon the charac­
ters" you seem to signify nothing else than what is the cause of 
all evils inherent in these divinations. For there are some who 
overlook the whole procedure of effective contemplation, both in 
regard to the one who makes an invocation and the one who enjoys 
the vision; and they disdain the order of the sacred observance, its 
holiness and long-protracted endurance of toils, and, rejecting the 
customs, prayers and other rituals, they believe the simple stand­
ing on the characters to be sufficient, and when they have done 
this for a mere hour, they believe that they have caused some spirit 
to enter. And yet how could anything noble or perfect result from 
this? Or how can the eternal and truly existing essence of the gods 
be united with ephemeral acts in sacred procedures? Hence, be­
cause of these things, such rash men go wholly astray, and are not 
worthy to be counted among diviners. 

14 Concerning another kind of divination you say the fol­
lowing: "others who retain consciousness in other respects, are 
inspired according to their imagination, some taking darkness as 
an accessory, others the ingestion of certain potions, others incan­
tations and formulae of communications. 207 Some have visions 
by means of water, others on a wall or in the open air, others 

207 Implying the methodology recorded in the magical papyri and simi­
lar catalogues. Cf. VII.5 and our note ad loc. on barbarian names. 
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vnatf>eq, Mei ol b' Ev fJ)dq, ij aAA<p nvl raw ,ear' oveav6v ». Ila.v d?) ,eal 

rovro o Uyeir; rijr; µavrelar; yivor; noAveiber; ov µi{f, avvelArJnrai bvva- . 

µei, ~v av nr; <pwror; aywy?)v Enovoµaaeiev. Aifr'YJ b17 nov TO 1te(!i,eelµevov 

rfj vroxfl alfhewder; ,eal avyoeider; lixrJµa EmAaµnu {hlq, cpwrl, 8~ O'O bri 

cpavraalat {hiat ,earaAaµf36.vovai r?)v EV fJµiv <pavraan,e?)v M;vaµiv, ,u­
vovµevat vnd rijr; {3ovJi:17aewr; rwv fhwv. "OJi.'YJ yae fJ Cw?) rijr; 1/'vxijr; ,eal 

nu<Jat al EV avrfl bvvaµeir; vno,eelµevat roir; {hoir; uivovvrat, lJnwr; av (ol) 

fJyeµ6ver; avrijr; UJelwaiv. 
Kal rovro bixwr; ylyverat 17 nae6vrwv rfj 1/'VXfi rwv I {Jewv 17 neo- I [133] 

beaµ6v n eir; avr?)v <pWr; a<p' fovrwv imAaµn6vrwv· ,ea{}' EUO.Te(!OV be rdv 

re6nov xweiar?) ,eal fJ {}ela naeovala earl ,eal fJ lllaµ"l'ir;. "H µev o-Dv 

1t(!0<10X'YJ ual biavota rijr; 1JJVXfir; naea,eoAov{}ei ro'ir; yiyvoµivoir;, E1teidri 

rovrwv rd {}eiov cpwr; ovu B<panrerat· im{}ei&.Cei de TO <pav-raan,e6v, bi6- s 
n ovu d<p' lavrov, and be rwv {}eiiJV Eye{eerai eir; -re6novr; cpavraaiwv, 

E~'YJAAayµiv'Yjr; navrn rijr; dv{}ewnlv'Yjr; <JVV'Y}{hlar;. 
'E nei '..i' ue uai ' 'Y} " ro ' evavnov , I ueunuov ..i , ean , -rov - evavnov , I ,eara ' µera-

{3ol1)v ual l,ea-,;aatv a<p' fovrov, 1J TO avyyever; ual oi,eeiov bi' 6µot6T'Yj'l'a, 
jl \ ~ jl\ , I 6 \ {3' uta 1:av1:a u'Y} eiuo-rwr; 1: re µev auo-ror; I avveeyov \ Aaµ 'l avovaiv oi t, cpwra- 10 

ywyovvrer;, -r6re be fJAlov <pwr; 1J <JEA~P'Yjr; 1J oAwr; T'YJV vnal{}ewv avyriv 

<JVA.Aaµ{3av6µeva lxovai neor; 'l''YJV lUaµ1PtV. 
'Evlore be ,eal uaraaraaeal •nvwv xewv-rai, oaa oiut:ia roir; {}e0ir; 

vnaexei roir; µeUovaiv im<pieea{)ai, 1J uat enq,bair; 17 avaraaeat, ual av-

[134] 1:air; oiuelair; naeea,eevaaµivatr; I eir; 'l'8 T'YJV naeaa,eev?)v 1:fjr; vnoboxfjr; I 

ual 'l''YJV naeovalav 'l'WV {}eiiJ'V ual em<pavetav. 'Evlou b' av ,eal di' vbaror; 

ayovai rd cpwr;, eneibri bta<pavlr; ov rovro evcpvwr; <5iaueirat neor; vno­

<5oxriv rov cpwr6r;. "AJi.Ji.ore b' eir; roixov avrd nowvaiv emM.µneiv, ra'ir; 

leeair; TWV xaea,e1:17ewv uarayeacpair; neoev-reenlCovur; fbeav aela-rwr; eir; 5 

T0V roixov up <pwd, ual aµa ano<JT'Yj(!lCovrer; av-rd evraiJ{}a lv 1:l,Vl, <J'l'e(!Eq> 

2
[132].9 8-fi M: 8e V II 13 ot add. cj. w II 14 cxu-njc:; (-yj s. v.) cj. W : 

cxu-.oi:c:; VMW II [133].8 tm:t VM: tm:t.8't) cj. B. 11 15 otx.dcxi.c:; VM: otx.dCt)c:; 
cj. Gale; an cxi5 -.cx'i'c:; olx.loc.1.c;? 11 [134].4 de:; cj. Gale: id VM 
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in the sun or some other celestial body." All this kind of div­
ination you mention, being of many forms, is encompassed by 
one power which someone might call "evoking the light." 208 This 
somehow illuminates the aether-like and luminous vehicle 209 sur­
rounding the soul with divine light, from which vehicle the divine 
appearances, set in motion by the gods' will, take possession of the 
imaginative power in us. For the entire life of the soul and all the 

~ powers in it move subject to the gods, in whatever way its leaders 
decree. 

And this happens in one of two ways: either from the pres­
ence of the gods in the soul, or from their shining on it some 
advanced light. In either case, both the divine presence and its il­
lumination are separate from the soul. The soul's attention and 
intellect thus closely follow what is happening, since the divine 
light does not touch upon these. But the imagination is inspired 
because it is not roused by itself, but by the gods, to modes of 
imagination when normal human behaviour has been completely 
displaced. 

Since, however, either the contrary is receptive of its con­
trary by change and movement outward from itself, or the con­
genital and kindred because of similarity, in virtue of these princi­
ples, those which draw down the light sometimes take darkness as 
an ally, and sometimes they have as allies the light of the sun and 
moon, or, in general, the sunlight under the sky, to assist their il­
lumination. 

Sometimes they also use conditions of certain objects that 
are akin to the gods who are about to intervene, or alternatively 
incantations or communications, which are also akin to and pre­
pared for the gods' reception, their presence and manifestation. 
Sometimes, moreover, they also condu·ct the light through wa­
ter, since this, being transparent, it is naturally well suited for the 
light's reception. At other times they cause it to shine on a wall, 
having expertly prepared in advance a place on the wall for the 
light with sacred inscriptions of magical symbols, and at the same 

208 ~eu-.oc:; &yCt)--rfl or ~Ct)'t'oc.yeuy(oc. was a way of making higher beings vis­
ible through light shining on water (and/or oil) in bowls or cups. On this cf. 
Damascius, Hist. phil. frg. 75F Athanassiadi, and note her comments ad loc. for 
parallels with Myst. II.3.71. For ~eu-.cxyCt)y(oc. in the magical tradition see PGM 
IV. 955and1103. See also Dodds (1951, 299). 

209 See above on II I. 11. 
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xwetcp, wcrr:e µYJ bti noAv btaxela{}m. 
I'evotVTO b' av ,eal aAAOt nAelover; re6not rijr; TOV cpwrdr; aywyijr;· 

aU' oµwr; elr; ev avayovrat navur;, elr; T:'YJV rijr; avyijr; eJ.J.aµ'f/}tV, onovne(! 
> 1 , 

av ,eal bt' olwv oeyavwv entAaµnw<JtV. 
>J;I 
nnetu'Yj 

~ I 
TOtVVV 

, "'t {} I , > 
er,,W eV Te e<JT:tV 

afJrri "al µ6vri rfj {JovJ..fJaei "al vo17<1et rwv {}ewv vnrJ(!eTOvvra "berrJrat 

rd navra, rd /Je µeyt<JTOV cpwr; lxei kedv "aravyaCov, rd µev avwfhv 

and rov al{}feor; rd /j' e~ &teor; 17 <JeA1JV'Y}r; 11 "al fJUov "araAaµnov 11 
uvdr; <J<pat(!ar;' I t aAA'Yjr; oveavlar; <patVerat I e" ' navrwv I rovrwv I aVT:er,,OV ' l<Jtor; 

"al newroveydr; "al rwv {}ewv ena~tor; orowvror; WV re6nor; rijr; µavular;. 

[135] J 15 <!>tee IJ'Yj OV'V enl rd'V /Jtd dxvrJr; av{}ewnlvrir; bttreAovµe- 1 

VO'V re6nov µed).{}wµev, oaur; <Jroxaaµov "al olfJaewr; nAelo'Vor; etA'YJ<pe" 

Uyetr; /Je "al neel rovrov roiavra· ol IJ' rjlJrJ "al /Jia anJi.ayxvwv "al bi' 

oevt{}wv "al /Jt' a<Jd(!W'V rEXV'YJV <JVVe<11:1]<Javw rijr; {}fJear; rov µeAAo'Vror;. 
1, ~ 11 >111 -6 , 

Elal µep "al aAAat liAelOVer; rex'Vat 
, 

rotavrat, 1tA'YJ'V aAAa 
I >

"a,, a Tat ye ano- 5 

X(!W<lt'V ev/Jel~aa{}a,, nav rd uxvt"CJ'V el/Jor; rijr; µa'VU"ijr;. ~Qr; µev ovv TO 
OAOV elnei'V' <J'Yjµelotr; ual rovro {}dotr; xeiJrat e" {hw'V emuJ..ovµe'VOtr; 

, >A ~I ~ {} , , \ \ <J 8"ara not"l).ovr; reonovr;. I 
.rJ.1t0 Ue rw'V etW'V u"µ'Y}(!lWV "ara T:'YJV vyy -

Peta'V rw'V neayµarw'V nedr; rd bet"Pvµe'Va <J'Yjµeia avµ{JaAAet nwr; fJ rEX'V'YJ 
I , 't , I - , \ , )., r 

etxorwv 
I Ta

"al aroxaCerat rrJV µa'Vreta'V, er; U'VWV aVT:'YJ'V <IVA oyt,oµeVrJ. IO 

µev ovv <J'Y}µeia Ot {}eol notoV<Jt /Jta rijr; <pV<Jewr; rijr; lJovAeVOV<J'Y}r; avroir; 

nedr; T:'YJ'V yePeO'l'V, rijr; re "Ot'Vijr;- xal rijr; l/Jtar; iua<JT:W'V, 11 /Jta T:W'V yeve­

<JtoV(!YWV /Jmµ6vw'V OtT:l'Ver; roir; arotxelotr; rov naPrdr; "al roir; µe(!tXoir; 

awµaat C<f>otr; re "al roir; f,,, up "6aµcp na.atv em{Je/3rJ"6rer; ayovat ra 

[136] <patP6µeva I µera eq.arWV'Yjr; onrJlie(! U'V /Jo"fi roir; {}wir;. Lvµ{JoAt"wr; /Je 
T:~V yvwµ'Yj'V rov {}eov eµ<palvovat, "al T:'YJ'V TOV µfJ.).ovror; neolJfJAW<JtV "a{}' 

11 "1 I >111 I > /j' ~ ~Hea"AetT:OV OVT:e Aeyoprer; OVT:e "(!Vnroprer; aAAa <J'Y}µatvovrer;, enet 'YJ rrJr; 
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time fixing the light on a solid place so that it will not be too dif­
fused. 

There might be many other ways for conducting the light, 
but all are reduced to one, i.e. the shining of the bright light 
in whatever way and through whatever instruments it may shine 
forth. Since, then, this light is from without and alone achieves all 
its ·effects serving the will and intelligence of the gods, the great­
est light has a sacred brightness which, either shining from above 
in the aether, or from the air, or moon or sun, or any other heav­
enly sphere,'appears apart from all these things to be such a mode 
of divination that is autonomous, primordial, and worthy of the 
gods. 

15 Come, then, let us turn to the mode of divination, ac­
complished by human skill, which partakes largely of guessing 
and supposition. About this you say the following: "some have al­
ready established a technique for pursuing the future by means of 
entrails, birds, and stars." There are also many other such tech­
niques, but these are sufficient for illustrating every artificial kind 
of divination. 210 So, then, to speak generally, this kind uses cer­
tain divine signs that have been perfected by the gods in various 
ways. From divine signs, in virtue of the relationship of things to 
the signs shown, the technique somehow draws conclusions and 
guesses at the divination, inferring it from certain probabilities. 
The gods produce the signs either by means of nature, which is 
subservient to them for the creation of each thing, both univer­
sal and particular, or through the agency of daemons concerned 
with creation, who, presiding over the elements of the universe 
and individual bodies, indeed over all living beings in the cosmos, 
guide the phenomena with ease in a manner pleasing to the gods. 
They reveal through symbols the purpose of the gods, even giv­
ing advance notice of the future, "neither talking nor concealing," 
as Heraclitus says, but "giving indication by signs," 211 since they 

210 "Abamon" proceeds, in the following chapters, to separate human at­
tempts to divine the future from the methods dictated by the gods, although 
the distinction is clearer to him than it will ever be to us. Cf. the extraordinary 
remark in the Chaldaean Oracles: "the starry procession has not been brought 
forth for your sake. The wide-winged flight of birds is never true, nor the cut­
tings and entrails of sacrificial victims. All these are playthings, the props of 
commercial fraud" (Orac. chald. frg. 107 Des Places, trans. Majercik). 

211 See Heraclitus, frg. 93 D-K. 
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6'Yjµt0veytar; TOV re6nov anorvnovcrt xal 6ta rife; neo6'Yjlwcrewq;. Ka{}wr,ee 

ovv - ut .It , etxovwv , , yevvwcrt - navra, , xat ' O''Yjµatvovcrtv , wcravrwq; ~ , [ xai '] uta .It ' crvv- s 
{}'Yjµarwv· icrwc; 6e xal T'YJV fJµedeav crvv{}emv and rife; av-rife; a<poeµifc; el<; 

o;VT'Y}Ta nle{ova avaxtVOVO'tv. 
16 Tavrl µev o~v XOtvW<; fJµiv neel rife; OA'YJ<; d.v{}ewnlV'Yj<; TOtaVT'Yj<; 

TEXV'YJ<; 6iwefo{}w· xar' lMav 6e rd µev crnlarxva fj TE 'f/'VX'YJ TWV C<[,wv 

xal o l<peO'T'YjXW<; avroi<; 6a{µwv xal o a~e fj TE ,e{V'YjO't<; TOV aeeoc; xal IO

fJ TOV needxovro<; neeupoea µem{Jalkt notxllwc; onnnee av a(!SO'XTJ roic; 

{}eoic;. E'Yjµeiov 6e TO nollaxt<; evefoxecr{}ai avra axae6ia lj aUwc; aµoiea 

rwv xveiwrarwv µeewv ilw anecrTEe'Y}µtva ovx old. TE ?}v lJ).wc; roic; C<[>otc; 

naetxeiv TO Cifv. Tove; 6' oevi{}ac; xtvei µev xal fJ rife; lMac; 1JJVXif<; oeµ~, 

[137] I xtvei 6e xai OTWV C<[>wv l<poeoc; 6a[µwv, rj6'Yj 6e xai 'YJ TOV ateoc; reon~ r
xai fJ ,ea{}~,eovcra and TOV oveavov 6vvaµt<; eic; TOV a.tea· navra crvµ<pw­

vovvm Toi<; {Jovl~µacrt TWV {}ewv ayet avraq; oµo).oyovµevwq; olc; Ol {}eol 

xa-r' aexac; imranovcriv. E'Yjµeiov 6e xai TOVTOV µtyicrrov· OV yae TWV 

xara <pVO'tV nvi neocreotxe neayµan TO anoee~crcreiv rove; oevi{}aq; av-rove; 

EaVTOV<; xal avmeeiv nollaxtc;· all' vnee<pVe<; 6~ rt TO leyov BO'Tt wifro, 

we; freeov nvoc; OVTO<; TOV 6ta TWV oev[{}wv mvm aneeyaCoµevov. 

'Alla µ'YjV ai ye TWV acrrewv <poeal 7lA'YjcrtaCovcrt µev mi<; xar' ov­

eavov atMot<; neei<poeai<;, ov r6nq, µ6vov d.1).d xai mi<; 6vvaµecrt xal 

mi<; TOV <pWTO<; 6ia6eoµaic;· XtvOVVTat 6e onnnee av Ol xar' oveavov {}eol 

xelevwcrtv. To yae evayfomwv xal axeov TOV &.teoc;, 8ntT'Yj6e{wc; lxov 

l;anTEcr{}ai el<; nve, aµa TE lmvevovcrtv Ol {}eol xal ev{}vc; avaxa{erat. 

'Eav bi Tt<; xal voµlCn TWV oveav[wv nva<; anoeeolac; evM6ocr{}ai elc; TOV 

a.tea, xai O'OTO<; ovx aU6-reia 6o;acret TWV 6ewµtvwv iv rfl {}e{q. dx-

[138] VTJ nol).6.xt<;. Kal 11 EVWO't<; 6e xal 11 crvµnd.{}eia TOV navro<; I xal 11 we; 

l<p' evoc; C<[>ov crvyx{V'YjO't<; TWV noeewrarw µeewv we; iyyvc; ovrwv, T'YJV 

TWV O''Yjµelwv TOVTWV noµn'YjV EX {}ewv d.v{}ewnot<; xarantµnet, 6ta TOV 

[136].5 xcxl CTT)µcxlvouaw] 1tpo<n)µcx£vouow cj. Gale I xcxl2 del. cj. Gale 
II 6 auv0e:crLV VM: auve:mv cj. Gale II 11 lhr,i1te:p Met (7t"t) s. v.) ye: 51te:p V 
II [137].13 't'L<; (er s. v.) V2

; 't'L VM 
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impress, as with a likeness, the manner of creation actually by giv­
ing advance notice. Thus even as they create all things by images, 
so also they signify them in the same way by agreed-upon signs; 
and perhaps they even awaken our understanding, by the same 
impulse to a greater acuteness. 

16 Let these, then, be our general definitions concerning 
this whole variety of the human art. 212 But, in particular, as re­
gards the entrails, the life of living beings, the daemon presiding 
over them, the air and the movement of air, and the revolution of 
the surrounding sky transform them213 in a manner pleasing to 
the gods. A proof is that they are often found without a heart or 
without other essential parts, the lack of which makes it impos­
sible for them to grant life to living beings. Birds are moved not 
only by the impulse of their own particular soul, but also by the 
guardian daemon of living beings; and furthermore, the circula­
tion of the air and the power descending from the sky to the air, 
bringing everything into harmony with the gods' purposes, lead 
them in conformity with what the gods initially command. The 
greatest sign of this is that it does not seem like some natural oc­
currence that birds rend and often kill themselves: this is some 
supernatural deed because that which accomplishes these things 
through the birds is some other being. 21 4 

Moreover, the movements of the stars come close to the eter­
nal revolutions of heavenly bodies, not only locally, but also in 
their powers and emissions of light. They are moved in whatever 
way the gods in the sky command. For since the purest and high­
est point of the air is apt for being kindled into fire, at once the 
gods give a sign and it is immediately kindled. 21 s But if someone 
thinks that certain emanations of heavenly bodies are transmit­
ted to the air, even he will not have conceived anything different 
from things frequently done in the divine craft. And the union 
and sympathy of the all and the simultaneous motion, as in a sin­
gle living being, of parts farthest away as though they were near 
by, cause the sending down of these signs from the gods to human 

212 That is, of inferior methods of divination. 
21 3 Namely, the entrails. 
214 Note that all of the above are occurrences that, "Abamon". believes, 

cannot be explained through natural causes. 
215 "Abamon" is presumably referring to lightning, or perhaps, since this 

is an account of extraordinary or supernatural phenomena, to shooting stars. 

https://nol).6.xt
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oveavov µiv new-rw<; enei-ra <5ia wv aieoc; be<pawoµfrr;v -role; avf}ewnoic; 
t' fl 11 1 I 5we; oiov -re µa,.una ,.aµneo-ra-ra. 

L1 ijlov <5'Yj oi5v <5uz nav-rwv 1:WV eleriµevwv xai TOVTO ytyovev' we; 

oeyavoic; µfoot<; noAAOl<; Ot fJeoi xewµevoi Ta ariµe'la -role; dvf}ewnot<; em­

ntµnovai, ~atµ6vwv TB vnrieealau; xal 'IJ)VXWV xal -rfj<; qmaew<; OA.rJ<; xew-

µevoi nii.al -role; neei 
' 

1:ov 
\ I J.

xoaµov 
, I , 1 {} - \ I , 

TB exuvoic; axo,.ov ovai, xa-ra µiav aex,,v 

e~riyovµevoi xal CJ.VlEVTB<; T'YJV an' av-rwv xanoiJaav xlvriaw' onnnee av IO 
\ I ,, 11 

efJeAW<JlV. Av-roi <5'Yj ovv XW(!lO'TOl nav-rwv 
I - I 

,eat, a:TlOABAVµBVOl TrJ<; <JXB<JBW<; 
\ \ I " I , - L \ I(] 

,eat <JVVT<l;BW<; 1:fj<; n(!O<; 1:rJV ')'BVB<JlV ayov<Jl na'JJTa BV 1:'l} yev1:;<J8l Xat <pV Bl 

xa-ra T'YJV olxelav {JovA.t]<JlV. "Hxst ~'YJ ovv elc; TaVTO up -rfj<; <5riµwveylac; 

xai neovolac; TWV fJewv My<p xai onsei -rfj<; µavnxfj<; anoloyiaµoc;. Ov 

yae xafJeAXBl ov<5e O'OTO<; I enl -ra -rfi<5e xai neck f;µii.<; TOV 1:WV X(!BtTTOVWV I[139] 

voifr, µevov-ro<; b' av-roiJ iv avuf> 1:a TB ariµe'la xai T'YJV µavTBlav OArJV neoc; 

av-rov lma-ree<pet xai an' av-rov neoi6v-ra av-ra avevelaxu. 

17 Zri-rel<; be TO Aoinov neel TOV -re6nov -rfjc; µav-relac; -rte; d ean 

xai onoloc;, ov ij<5ri µiv f;µelc; xoivfl -re xai xa-r' lMav l;riyriaaµefJa, av s 
be new-rov µev ano<palvn yvwµriv 1:WV µav-rewv, we; nav-rec; bia fJewv ~ 
~atµ6vwv <pa<Jt TOV µtUovTO<; -rvyxavew -rfj<; neoyvwaew<;, ov~e ol6v -re 

aAAovc; ewsvai '.\l' av-ro , ' ri " µovovc; , -rove; ' 1:wv/1:,aoµsvwv - , , , "E a a.noxvewv<;. nei-r -

eel<; el axei TO<JOVTOV xa-raye-rat elc; vnrieealav dvfJewnwv TO f}efov we; µ'Yj 
R 1 

oxveiv nva<; xat , aA<pt-roµav-ru<; , 1 t etvat. 1 ,.,,, uB .\\ 1 ' - " 1 '
1 o ov xaAW<; 1 vno,.aµpavet<;, -rriv 10 

neewvalav -rfj<; bvvaµew<; 1:WV {}ewv ,eal 1:'YJV vnee{JaAAovaav dyafJ6-rri-ra 

xai 1:'YJV nav-ra neeiixovaav al-rlav xribeµovlav Te f;µwv xal neoa-raalav 

{mrieealav enovoµaCwv. Kai ETt ayvoel<; 1:0V -reonov -rfj<; 8VB(!yBla<;, W<JTB 

OV xafJtlxe-rat OVTB ema-ree<peTat O'OTO<; [140] elc; f;µii.c;' XW(!t<JTO<; be I neori- I

/~ \ - I t' I , \ ~ \ " 'ttyei-rat ,eal ~ww<Jt µev -rot<; µe-rsxovatv 1:,av1:ov, av-roe; uB ov-rs e~ a-ra-rat 

a<p' fov-rov OVTB eAaTTWV ylyvemt ov{}' vnrieeul -role; µedxovatv, a.AA.a 

1:ovvav-rlov nii.<JlV vnriee-roiJ<Jt, neoaxefi-rat. 
J oxel be µ01, ,eat aAA.o biaµae-ravBtV 'YJ naeovaa enla-raatc;· we; yae 5 

en' avfJewnwv vnofJeµevri 1:WV {}ewv Ta eeya, o{frw btaµ<pta{Jriul neel 

[138].4 €X<pcxtvoµhJ'1)V V: &X<p<Xtvoµkvou M II 10 €l;'1)youµe;vot (,T p. n., Y 
s. v.) V 2 

2 : &l;l)'t'OOfLEVOt VM II 11 xcxl Mets. v. V : om. V II [139].2 (X~'t'~ 

scripsi: au't'Cfl V cxu't'Cfl (sine spir.) M 11 4 't'O V: om. M 
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beings, first through the heaven and then through the air, with the 
greatest possible brightness. 

Indeed, this becomes clear from everything said, namely, 
that the gods, through the use of many 1ntermediate instruments, 
send forth signs to human beings, using not only the services of 
daemons, but also those of souls and of all nature and all things in 
the cosmos which obey these, guiding them according to a single 
principle, and allowing their own motion to proceed from them in 
whatever way they wish. Indeed, then, while being transcendent 
over all things and free from every relationship and co-ordination 
with those in the realm of becoming, they lead everything in the 
realm of generation and nature in accordance with their own will. 
In this way, then, this explanation of divination concords with the 
account of the creative activity and foreknowledge of the gods. 
For it does not drag down the intellect of the supreme beings into 
this world and to us, but while this remains stable in itself, it refers 
back to it the signs and all divination, and reveals them as pro­
ceeding from it. 

17 But you seek further concerning "the manner of div­
ination, what it is and what kind of thing it is," which we have 
already explained, both in general and in particular. And initially 
you declare the attitude of the diviners, "how all say that they at­
tain foreknowledge of the future through gods or daemons, and 
that it is impossible for others to know it, or only for those who are 
masters over the future." Then you raise the question whether the 
divine is brought down for the service of human beings, to the ex­
tent that it does not hesitate even to take on the role of those who 
divine with barley meal. But you don't properly understand what 
you call "service" when applying this word to the overwhelming 
power of the gods, and their superabundant goodness, and their 

~ all-encompassing responsibility, their care and patronage. More­
over, you ignore the manner of their activity, that this is neither 
drawn down nor turned toward us, but, being transcendent, it 
guides and gives itself to its participants; and is neither altered in 
itself nor made less, nor is it subservient to its participants, but, 
on the contrary, it makes use of all that is subservient to it. 

The present objection seems to me to go astray in another 
direction: in gauging the gods' work by those of humans; there 
thus arises a problem as to how these works come to be. Because 
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avrwv nw; ylyvernt. L1 ton yae ~µei; Enunee<poµeVOt xat roi; n&:Oe<JtV 

lvlore neoaxelµevot TO~ '5t0txovµbot; Entµdm5µeDa avrwv, t5ta TOVTO 

xaxw~ elxaCet xat T'Y)V TWV DeWV t5vvaµtv VnrJ(!eTlX'Y)V elvat roi~ vn' av­

TWV xarevfJvvoµevot;· ~ ,5' OVTB ev rfl notfJ<Jet TWV xoaµwv OVTE EV rfl 

neovolq. rfj; yeve<Jew; ovu b rfl neet avrfj; µavulq. xaDD..xeral nou el; 

Ta µETexovrn, cUA.a µernMt5wat µev nii.<Jt TWV ayaDwv xat naean117ata 

neck , .., , ,r , 1 - , .i , , {} , ,
eavrr;v Ta OAa aneeya..,,erat, W<pEAEt TE ra uwtxovµeva a<p ovw~, µe-

vet t5e w; noAV µa.Uov E<p' fovrfj; TO<Jovup µa.Uov rfj; olxela; UAEtOT'YJTO; 

nenA1fowrat. n.at T7 ' aVT'YJ " µev ' ov ' ytyverat ' rwv - µeuxovrwv, ' ra ' ,5' e µera Aaµ-

[141] {3avovrn Wta fovrfj; llne(lyaCernt xat aw(et µev avra navu.1w;, l µivet

t5e ev fovrfl rekla xat avUaµ{3avet µev avra aµa ev fovrfl, vn' ovt5ev6; 

ye µ'Y)V exelvwv OVTE xeauirat ovu neeiexerat. 
MaT'YJV o-Dv ~ TOWVT'YJ vn6vota naeevoxlei Toi; avDewnot;. Ovt5e 

yae µeelCernt 6 Ded; naea rov; t5qJerJµbov; re6nov; rfj; µavrela~, UA-1' 
aµeelarw; anavrn; aneeyaCernt· ovt5e xara xe6vov '5trJ(l'Yjµivw; ciAlo­
re a.1.1ov; emu.1ei, a.1.1' aDe6w; xat aµa '5rJµwveyei navrn; xara µlav 

em/30.1fJv· ovt5e ne(!t Ta <J'Yjµeia xadxernt nE(!lElA'Yjµµivo; 8V avroi; ~ ,51,w-

(}t<Jµevo;, UAA' 
1 EV , eavnp ~ Xat \ ra 

' <J'Yjµeta - avvexu, , <JVVEtA'Yj(f)E '1 , 
TE avra , ' EV , EVl ~ ' 

\ , \ , /3 ,., , , -xat neoayet xara µtav OVA'Y)<Jtv a<p eavrov. ~ 
10 

El t5e xai axet TWV U'I/JVXWV olov '1/J'Yj(f}tMwv ~ eaf3t5wv ~ ~VA.WV n­
vwv ~ UDwv ~ nvewv ~ UA<pfrwv t5tfJxet rfl neo'5rJAW<Jet, avrd TOVTO xat 

rd Davµaatwrar6v ean rfj~ Dela~ µavnxfj~ neoar;µaala;, '5t6n xai roi; 

[142] U'I/J'VXOt; '1/JVX'YJV xat roi; axtv17rot; xlV'Yj<JlV EvMt5wat, notei TE navra I aacpfj 

xai yvwetµa xai Myov µedxovrn xat a<pwetaµiva roi; rfj; vo17aew; µe­

reot;, xafrot µ'Y}Mva Myov lxovrn acp' fovrwv. Kat aAAO '517 rt µot t5oxei 

t5mµ6vt6v n {}avµa 6 Deo; EV TOVTOt; t5ta<J'Yjµalvet. "!Janee yae evlore TWV 

eV'YjDtxwv nva avDewnwv note'i <Jocpla; µha Myov; anocpDiyye<JDat, t5t' 5 

ov no.at xan.J.u'Y)AOV 
.L.i 'l 

ytyverm, 
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w; 
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av 
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ewnewv 
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we are turned towards our objects, and are sometimes emotion­
ally attached when we give heed to them; on account of this, we 
wrongly infer that the gods' power is subservient to those guided 
by them. But neither in the creation of ordered worlds, nor in 
the providence governing the realm of becoming, nor in respect 
of divination, is the divine power ever drawn down to its partic­
ipants, but it shares its goods with all, and fashions all things in 
likeness to itself; it assists without envy those things controlled by 
it, and the more it remains by itself, the more it is filled by its own 
perfection. And this does not happen from those participating in 
it, but it fashions its participants as its own and preserves them 
wholly. It remains complete in itself, subsumes them at the same 
time into itself, and is certainly not ruled or encompassed by any 
of them. 

To no purpose, then, are human beings bothered by such 
a suspicion. For the god does not suffer division in consequence 
of the diverse modes of divining, but without division produces 
them all. Nor is it in accordance with time that he brings to com­
pletion different things in different ways, but he fashions them all 
together at once, and according to one intuition. Nor is he held 
fast in his signs, either encompassed or limited by them, but he 
contains in himself all the signs, and comprehends them as one, 
and brings them forth from himself according to a single purpose. 

But if this divine power extends in its predictions to inani­
mate objects, such as little pebbles, rods, or certain woods, stones, 
wheat, and barley meal, 216 this is itself the most astonishing 
prognostication by divine divination, because it gives life to inan­
imate things and motion to things motionless, and makes all clear, 
knowledgeable, and participating in reason, and definable accord­
ing to the measures of intelligence, and yet having no reason in 
themselves. And there is indeed another divine wonder, it seems 
to me, that the god indicates by these means. For just as he makes 
some simple-minded human being utter statements full of wis­
dom, 21 7 by which it becomes clear to all that this is not some 

216 See also V.23.233. Such inanimate objects were commonly used in 
theurgicpracticeasvesselsfordivineaction. Cf. Proclus, Comm. Tim. 1.213.16-
18; Proclus as reported in CMAG 6:150.28-30. 

21 7 The simplicity of the inspired was a long-held tradition in antiquity; 
see Euripides, Ion 1323; Plato, Ion 534d-e; Phaedr. 2446; Apuleius, Apo[. 43; 
Aelius Aristides, Or.45.11; Maximus of Tyre, 8.16; Tacitus, Ann. 2.54.2-3. 
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TO yeyov6;, OVTW<Jl buz TW'V ane<1Te(!'Yjµivwv yvwaew; T<l na<J'Yj; yvwaew; 

neoixovTa vo~µaTa anoxaAvnut. xaxeivo aµa ava<palvu wi; dv{}ewnot; 
~ , ' .i , - ' w; ,J! , , ~<J

nfouw; a~ta vna(!Xet Ta uetxvvµeva <J'Yjµeta, Xat u'il X(!elTTO'Va e 'it 

Tij; <pV<Jew; xai E~TJ(!'Yjµivo; an' afnij; o {}e6;· o{frw T<l ev Tfj <pV<Jel ayvw- Io 

<JTa yvwaTa notei xai T<l µ'Yj yiyvwaxovTa yiyvwaxona, fJµiv u bi' aVTW'V 

Evd&'Yj<Jl <p(!O'V'YJ<1l'V, xai bt' OAW'V 'iW'V O'V'iW'V ev r<p x6aµq, xivei 'iO'V 'VOV'V 
6 \ , fJµwv bd rqv d.11.~ 1 {} eiav rwv - u onwv ,, xat \ yeyov rwv xm eaoµ tvwv. 

Olµm brJ ovv xai a.no wvTwv rov T(!Onov rij; µavnxij; yeyovi­

[143] vm xara<pavij' navuAw; vnevavnov ovra ol; I v<poefl. <JV xai vnonuvei;. I 

"Hyeµovixo; , yae , ean • xm ' newroveyo; ' avur;ovaw; ' t ' ' u xat ' vnee " € xwv <JVV -

etA'YJ<pw; u Ev fovup ra oJ.a dU' ovx av-rd; neeiexoµevo; {mo nvwv ovbe 

bieieyoµevo; vno 'iWV µeraJ.aµ{Jav6vrwv, cl.AA' avro; ,Weow; xal abwet­

arw; niimv Ent{JefJrJXW; xal be~OV<Jta(wv, abwelarq, be bvvaµet emxea- S 

'iW'V ra cUa , .st , '{} , 'A , Xat uta<J'Yjµatvwv a eow;. <p WV T U'YJ .sl , utaAV<Jet; .st 1 , eq.utw; " ii' Ta; ' 

lbiwuxa; ravra; xal naeevoxJ.ovaa; wi; noAA.oi; dv{}ed.Jnoi; anoela;, 
\ \ \ \ {} , 

ent be 'i'YJV voeeav Xat etav Xat 
\ ,, , \ , , 

mpevarov ano navrwv 1l(!0<1'Yjµaatav TW 
-.,,

{}ewv fovrov Enava~ei; be6vrw;. 
18 "On µiv ovv ov xarayerat TO {}eiov el; ra <J'Yjµeia Tij; µavuxij; IO 

bta WVTWV ~ywnaaµe{}a· Mxerat b' fJµii.; aywv E~ aywvo; lueo;, ovx 

EAanwv WV ijb'Yj neoavva{}ivw;, O'V Ena.yet; ev{)v; neel TW'V alrtwv rij; 

µavuxij;' el {)eo; rj ayyeJ.o; rj batµwv rj O<JU<JOVV naeean rai; Ent<pavelat; 

rj µavulai; rj rai; onotal<JOVV teeai; eveeyelat;. Ileo; b'Yj wvw anAov; 

[144] E<JUV o nae' fJµwv Myo;, I w; ovx ol6v u 'iWV {}elwv leywv beiJ.a{}ai I

lE(!01l(!enw; avev WV naeeivat uva 'iW'V xeein6vwv E<pO(!OV xal anonA'Yj­

(!W'i'YJV rij; te(!ii.; eveeyela;· d).).' onov µiv reAeta ra xawe{}d.Jµara E<JU 

xal avraexij xal avevbeij' {}eol WV'iWV elalv fJyeµove;' onov be µtaa xal 

[142].11 -.& Met (1t'epl p. n.) s. V. V 2 
: 7t€pt V II 13 yeyovo-r:e»V V: yevo­
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human but a divine accomplishment, so through beings deprived 
of knowledge he reveals thoughts which surpass all knowledge. At 
the same time, the god manifests to humans that the signs shown 
are worthy of credence, and that they are superior to nature, and 
that the god is exalted above it. So he makes things unknown 
in nature known; things not knowledgeable he makes knowledge­
able, and through these he implants wisdom in us, and by means 
of all beings in the cosmos he moves our mind to the truth of 
things that are, have been, and will be. 

Indeed, I think that from these considerations the manner of 
divination has become absolutely clear, wholly opposed to those 
of which you have a glimpse and an inkling. For it is sovereign and 

.primordial, both self-governing and prevailing, encompassing all 
things in itself, but itself neither encompassed by some things nor 
constrained by its participants. And it presides in itself over all, 
and exercises its power218 over all and without distinction, ruling 
over the universe with unlimited power and giving forth signs all 
at once. From these observations you will indeed easily resolve 
those difficulties of yours, both peculiar and bothersome to many 
human beings, and you will raise yourself suitably to the intelligi­
ble, divine and infallible prognostic of the gods. 

18 Thus we have contended by these arguments that the 
divine is not brought down to the signs of divination. But another 
contest awaits us no less than that already won which you intro­
duce directly concerning the causes of divination: "whether it is 
a god or an angel, or daemon, or some other such being who is 
present at the epiphanies, at the divinations, or at any of the sa­
cred actions." In response to this, our argument is simple: divine 
works cannot be accomplished with due propriety without some 
presence of superior beings, beholding and contemplating the _sa­
cred action; 21 9 but whenever the things done rightly are complete, 
self-sufficient, and without defect, the gods are their leaders; and 
whenever they are (only) middling, and fall somewhat short of 

Olympiodorus, Comm. Ale. 8. 12; PGM IV. 850-929; Eunapius, Vit. soph. 504; 

cf. also Seneca, Ep. 41.4-5; 2 Cor 4:7. Plutarch, Pyth. or. 405c tells us that the 
current Pythia was the daughter of a poor farmer and a simple girl. Cf. also 

Aristotle, Eth. eud. 1247b-1248a. 
218 Eve~oucrtrf~eLv, cf. Iamblichus, Comm. Tim. frg. 50. 
21 

9 That is, the process of theurgy. 
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fJeaxv Tl TWV O,U(JW'P a:n;oAemoµeva dyyeAovq lxei TO'V~ 81UTEAOVVTaq avra 

a:n;o<5eiuvvovraq, , ra ' eaxara " 11 , 11 , {} T ual u 11' uatµoai uianearrea ai anoveveµri , , a ,:

navra ye µnv lvt ye T(,'JJ(, TWV ueeinovwv burfreanrm TWV {}eoneenwv 

nea~ewv 17 uar6e{}wai;· enel ov<5e Myov neel {}ewv avev Oewv Aa{Jeiv <5v­

var6v, µfJroi ye brJ la6{}ea leya ual nii.aav neoyvwaiv avev {}ewv T(,~ av 

81UT'Yjbevaeiev. To yae dv{}ewnewv <pVAOV da{}evi~ e<Tn ,eal aµiueov, {JU-
, I I "..Q. 

net 
I I , ~, :, \ :, :, -

TE ent {J(!aXV, <TVµ<pVTOV TE OVuevetaV UeUT'YjTat• µtau e<TTt'P ev avnp 

rijq evvnaexovari; nAavri; ual raeaxij; ual rij; Cl<TTUTOV µera{JoAijq la-

reela, er, " nva µerovaiav , {} ewv , cpwroq , uara , ' 11 ' ).aR ,,. ob'ro uvvarov µera vo e 

TaVT'YJ'P dnouAelwv TaVTOV noiei roiq e~ Cl1f'VXWV 1f'VX'YJV naeayovaiv rj TO~ 
- , - I , , , , , , -dno ,J.. {} ,

[145) rwv dvo17rwv vovv anoyevvwai· um ya(! avroq ano rwv µ,1 eiwv 1

TO: {}eia leya avmrlwq v<pl<TT'Yj<TW. 
To µev o-Jv {}eov rj balµova rj ayyeAOV elvai TOV MOTEAOVVTa TO: 

, ,, nq· , ' 
avyxweriaeiev en 1! 11 '11 

ueefrrova leya av ov µ'YjV ye uiuoµev 
<\ ' 
O <TV Jt(JO<T-

B(!(!t1f'aq w; oµoAoyovµevov, on bi' 17µwv f).u6µevo; avayum; rai; rij; s 
,e).,fJaew~ TaVTa emTEAei. Keelnwv yae dvayu'Yj; earlv o {}eo; ual nii.q o 
avvanr6µevo; avnp TWV ueeinovwv xoeo;, OV rij; e~ d.v{}ewnwv enayo­

µevrJ; µovov, d).).d: ,eat O<T'YJ TO'P u6aµov uaTElA'Yj<pev· bion brJ T'YJV avAov 

<pV<Ti,'JJ ,eal µ'Yjbeµlav naeabexoµevriv buUT'YJTOV T~(,'JJ ov,e lvean bovAeveiv 

ovbeµtq, aAAax6{}ev enet<TWV<TrJ dvayun. Elra µevrot ,eat 17 UAij<Ttq ,eat TO: IO 

bewµeva vnd TOV emarfJµovoq Tfj e~oµotw<Tet ,eal rfj oluetW<Tet n(JO<TT(JB-
, , , , .t._ , TO'iq i i' ' ' 11 ' R' ' 'r

xei U(JelTTO<TlV avTa Uat <TVVunTeTat, aAA OVXl uta ptaq aJte(!yai.,,eTat 

T'YJV BaVTWV B'JJf,(JyetaV. 

Ov rolvvv' wq <TV vev6µiuaq' na{}6vroq TOV emar17µovoq Oeoveyov 

TO: yiyv6µeva O(Jii.Tat el; rovq {}eantCovlra;, ovbe na{}ovq Jt(JO'YJY'YJ<Taµivov 1 (146) 

el; rdv Xf!YJ<Tµr.pbovvra bia rijq dvayu'Yjq oihwq BJti,TEAeiTat 11 µavrela· aA­

).6-reia yae ravra rij; TWV ueeinovwv ovalaq ,eal ned; aUa dvaeµoara 

vnaexet-

[144].9 µij't'OI. M: µij't'I. V II [145].14 we; V: )((Xf. M we; )((Xf. (xcxr. add. s. 

v.) V2 II [146].3 &.vcxpµocr't'CX VM: tvcxpµocr't'CX (e: s. v.) V2 
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the best, they have angels for their accomplishment and manifes­
tation; and the last or lowest works are assigned to the daemons 
for their accomplishment. At any rate, in all actions concerning 
the gods, their successful performance is entrusted to some supe­
rior being. After all, since it is impossible to gain even theoretical 
knowledge of the gods without the gods, still less would someone 
be able to accomplish god-like deeds and have total foreknowledge 
without the gods. For the human race is feeble and puny, it sees 
but a little ahead, and is endowed with a congenital futility. But 
there is one remedy for its inherent straying, confusion, and un­
stable changing, and that is, if it participate so far as possible in 
some portion of the divine light. But whoever excludes this, does 
the same thing as they who produce a soul from things without 
a soul, or who would generate a mind from things mindless; for 
such a person postulates divine works without a cause from things 
not divine. 

So, then, one might concur that it is a god or a daemon or an 
angel that brings superior works to completion; and yet we do not 
accept what you toss in as if agreed upon, that "it is through being 
drawn down to us by the necessities of our invocation that the su­
perior being accomplishes these things." For the god is superior 
to necessity, and the whole chorus of superior beings attached to 
it is superior to necessity, not only that imposed by human beings, 
but also from the necessity which embraces the cosmos. Hence, it 
is not possible for the immaterial nature that has not received into 
itself any external ranking, to do service to any necessity coming 
from elsewhere. So then, the invocation and rites performed by 
the expert ascend to the superior beings and attach themselves to 
them by assimilation and appropriation, but not through force do 
they achieve their own activity. • 

It is thus not as you suppose, i.e. that it is through the theur­
gic adept being affected that the things happening are seen in 
those prophesying, nor it is that when this action is imposed upon 
the oracle-giver that divination is thus accomplished by necessity. 
For these things are foreign to the essence of superior beings, and 
suited rather to other things. 220 

220 Reading tvcxpµocr't'CX with Ficino for &.vcxpµocr-rcx of the MSS. 
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19 , , !) ' ' - , ,,
'AAA, ov~e wr; oeya'VO'V Tl µeao'V e<JTt TO TW'V X(lelTTO'VW'V atTlO'V 5 

xal ~(!{!. ~ta WV {hmd(oyror; o xaAW'V. Kal yae mifra (l'JJO<JlO'V <pfHyye-
' ~ _.,, , ' '., .a.' ' - .. Dedr µey nanaa{}m• noAv yae roiJue µaAAO'V e<JnY aA?rver; exewo wr; ~ 

1 , , ' .. ~ ' () r <J'"OV8<JT(, xal naYTa ~vYaTat xm navra ne:rtA'Yj(lWXeV eavrov, xm µ 'VO~ .,., -

Mjr; ~wMyov xal nµfjr; µaxaelar; 8<1Tt'V li~wr;· TO ~· a,y{}ewneto'V al<JX(!O'V 

xal E'V ov~eyor; µE(!El xal natyno'V e<JTl neor; rd {}eio'V naeafJaU6µeYO'V. IO 

' ' .. ' ' O .. ,f} I'eAw ~• lywye xal ' ' rovro axovwv, wr; avroµar r; naw o eor; naee <JTl'V

,~ ,,~,.,.,., ,, O' '1!'" ,,:,,,,
rjTOl ~ta yeVB<JEWr; :rtE(llOU0V 'YJ ul aAAar; at-rtar;. V ya(! cT e<JTal TO aye, -

V'YJTOV TO X(!EiTTO'V, el neelo~or; av-rd liyet 17 rijr; yeve<Jewr;, ov~e :Tt(lWTWr;. 

airw'V TWP 8AW'V, el xar' liUar; ahtar; xal avr6 Tl<1l <Jvnanerm. Tavra 
\ .Q. - , , .. , \ - , 

TrJ 
- {} , 

µeY o'l)p a'Va~ta xal 1:fjr; :rte(ll veWV E'VVOtar; vna(!XEl Xal TWP E'V EOV(l,'l(!, I 5 

yiyvoµevw'V leywY a11Mreia· nenw0e ~8 17 TOtaVT'YJ C~T'Yj<Jtr; TaVT<J'V 8:nee[147] 
, \ I ~ , 

T'YJr; 
c> 'l 'l I '<J 

xal neel 1:ijr; ~'Yjµwveyiar; TOV naYTOr; Xal neovotar; Ol 1l0AA0l na XOV-
' .Q. $! .. , , - , , .a. , ,,, 

<Jl'V" µ'Yj ~vyaµeYOl ya(! µm,·eiv u<JTtr; 0 1:(lO:rt0r; aVTWV, Tar; TE avu·(lW:TtW 

<p(lOYTl~ar; xal 1:ovr; Aoywµovr; enl TWV {}ew'V anoxelvov-rer;, xal 1:0 81ov 

avat(lOV<JlV en' avrwv T'YJV 11:(lO'VOl<IV TE xal ~'Y}µwveytav. "!Janee ovv neor; s 
rovrovr; anavrav eldJ{}aµev wr; liUor; nr; reonor; e<JTt'V oDeior; rfjr; not~­

<Jewr; ,eal X'Yjbeµoyfor;, oi5 ~~ ~,,· liyvotav OV X(l'YJ -rd nav ano~oxtµa(ew wr; 
, r, I \ I >I ~ 'l '<J (,(Jc>/" 

OV~B T'YJ'V a(!X'YJ'V V<pE<JT'YjXOl, OVTW Xal neor; <JE a'V -rtr; utXalOAOY'YJ alTO ~ 
neoypw<Jtr; naaa xal leywy atMwv nea~tr; {}ew'V µey 8<JTlV leya, ovre ~e ~t' 

a.Yayx'Y}r; ovre ~t' aAAar; aYDewnlvar; ahtar; emreAeimt, a.AA.a ~ta TOtaVTar; IO 

onotar; ol Deal µ6vot yiyvwaxovaw. 
20 TAe' ovv e<peµeYOl TOVTW'V , 8VAOywr; ,-,, " ,J, ~ av r,,,,, ueVTc(!a'V L naea ' <JOl '

nDeµEY'YJ'V alnoAoyfoy neel TWV avrwv anol~e~alµeDa wr; 11 tpVX'YJ mvm 1[148] 

Uyet Te xal <paYra(erm, xal lan Ta'VT'YJr; naD'Yj ex µtX(!W'V al{}vyµarwv 

eyeteoµeva; &U' OVTE lxei <pV<Jl'V mvm ovre oMyor; aleei w~l vno1aµ(Ja-
' , , , .. , , , , , , ' <J ,','"''VJr

veiv· naY µev yae ro yiyvoµevoY vn mrwv nvor; yiyyerm, xm ro v C, c,~ 

[146].8-9 0'7tOU8'Y)c; VM: OO't'Oc; 0'7tOU8'Y)c; (ooToc; add. s. v.) V 
2 II 9 

&l;LOMyou cj. Gale: &l;Loc; Myou M &l;(oo; Myou (acc. mut., alt. oc ex o) Mc &l;(occ; 

Myoc; V &l;Loc; Myoc; (pr. o ex oc) V 2 &l;(wc; Ahyou cj. B II 12 pr. TO VM: p. n. 
v2 II 13 OCU'TO V: OCU't"Oc; M II 4 15 m:pl cj. i. m. B : 1tocpa VM II [147]-~ • 
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19 But the causality of the superior beings is not even like 
some intermediate instrument, nor (can it be said) that the one in­
voking acts through the one prophesying. Indeed to assert these 
things is impious. For it is much more true that god is all, and has 

npower over all, and all things have been filled by his own self, and 
he alone is worthy of highest esteem and of blessed honour. But 
the human being is shameful, and is as nothing, and a toy com­
pared with the divine. 221 And I even laugh hearing this: that the 
god is spontaneously present to some whether by reason of the 
cycle of creation or through some other causes. For the superior 
being will no longer be unbegotten if it is the cycle of generation 
that brings it, nor will it be the primordial cause of everything if 
itself be co-ordinated with some things by reason of other causes. 
These statements are thus unworthy both of thought about the 
gods, and are alien to what is accomplished in theurgy. But such 
a line of inquiry falls into the same error that the many also expe­
rience concerning the creation of the universe and of providence. 
For not being able to learn what their nature is, and excluding any 
concern for human beings and or thought about them when deal­
ing with the gods, they remove from them all providential care 
and creativeness. In the same way, then, as we are accustomed to 
meet these arguments by declaring that the divine mode of cre­
ation and guardianship is quite different, and that we should not, 
just because of our ignorance, reject it entirely as not even exist­
ing from the beginning, so likewise, in response to you, one may 
reasonably advance the view that all foreknowledge and execution 
of eternal works are divine works, not accomplished by necessity 
or by other human causes, but by reason of such as the gods alone 
know. 

20 Passing on from these points, then, may we reasonably 
accept the second explanation advanced by you concerning these 
matters, that "the soul both speaks and imagines these things, 
and that they are conditions of it which have been produced by 
small sparks?" 222 But neither is this according to nature, nor is 
it reasonable to understand the situation in this way. For ev­
erything that happens arises from a specific cause, and what is 

221 On the human being as a "toy," see Plato, Leg. 1 .644d-e; 8.804b; 
Plotinus, Enn. 3.2.15. 

222 For µLxpil (Xl0uyµ(XTCX cf. III.21.150.15 below, and cf. perhaps Plato, 
Leg. 3.677b2. 

https://III.21.150.15
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vno 
' <TTlV

TOV avyyevovc; ano-reAeiTat, 
.i' _Q - ., ., , I I , 

TO ue vetoV eeyov OVTE av-roµaTOV e 5 
> I I ) >I > > > {}

( avafrwv yae t'O TOlOVTOV "al ov nav-rwc; -re-rayµevov ' ov1ie an av ew~ 

nlrYJ; ahlac; anoyevva-rat. a.A.AoT(!lO'V yae "al TOVt'O "al vnobefa-reeov '.,TO 

tJs -reAet6-reeov vno t'OV au.love; OV" lxei MJvaµtv naeayea{}at. Ilana aea 

and {}elac; ahlac; ano{Uaa-ravet -ra neoa6µota av-rfi leya cpv6µeva. "H yae 

avDewnlvri 1/JVX'YJ "adxernt v<p' evoc; eitJovc; "al vno TOV awµa-roc; navrn- IO 

x6{}ev ema"o-rei-rat• onee ei-re 'Aµl)..ri-ra no-raµov efre A~Dt]c; f5bwe efre 

ll.yvotav "al naea<p(!O<TVVtJV efre bta na{}wv tJeaµov efre Cwijc; <TTE(!t]<TlV ei-re 

ll.Uo n t'W'V "a"wv enovoµaaeiev' OV" ll.v nc; ena~[wc; ei5eot T'YJV a-ronlav 

[149] aVTOV neoaovoµaaat. II6-re ovv iino TOlOVTOV efeyµov I "a-rexoµevri ["av~ 

no-re av yevotTO neoc; t''YJV t'OtaVt't]V eveeyetav' OV" lanv ovbaµwc; t'OVTO 

ef5).oyov vno.laµ(Javetv. 
El yae nov Tl "al tJo"ovµev elvat tJvva-rol noteiv nf> µedxeiv "al 

"a-ra.laµneaDat vno t'WV {}ewv, wvup µ6vcp "al -rfjc; {}elac; eveeyelac; ano- s 
Aavoµev. Lita TOVTO ovx 

1 , tJ <' t't]V \ Ot"etav ' exovaa " aee-rriv ' ' "at ' <p(! OV'Yl<TlV ., 
1"VX~
T .,, 

ai5-rri "al t'WV {}e[wv leywv µedxei. "afrot el "Pvxfjc; rjv -ra TOtaVt'a leya, 

~ naaa av av-ra lpVX'YJ aneieya.Ce-ro, ~ µ6vri ~ T'YJ'V ol"elav lxovaa uAet6-

t't]W" vvv be ovbedea avTW'V l"avwc; elc; TOVTO naeea"evaa-rat" a.A.A.a "al 

~ -rekla we; neoc; t''Y}V {}elav evieyetav/e<TTl'V au.A.*· "A.A.At] a.ea~ {}eove- IO 

y6; e<TTlV evieyeta, "al naea µ6vwv {}ewv ~ t'WV {}elwv leywv evblbo-rat 

"a-r6e{}waic;, enel ovtJ' exefiv 8.lwc; rfi {}eeanelq, -rwv {}ewv xefia{}ai, a.lla 

t'O'Vt'(p ye up ).6ycp ll.vev -rijc; {}(!'YJ<T"elac; nae' fov-rwv av ~µiv vnfje~e -ra 
t , ..t. , ' , 6 , ,a-ra

Deia dya{}a. El be -rav-ra µaVtWU'YJ 
, .i 

-ra 
' 

UO',aaµa-ru 
.i 

ean "at av 'YJTa, a<pt -

[150] a{}at xerJ "al -rijc; -rotaVt'rJ<; vnovolac;, we; ah[av I naeexoµiv'Yj<; MuUoyov 

neoc; T'YJ'V TWV {}e[wv leywv anonA~(lW<TlV. 
21 M~no-re ovv - ot'(ltTOV I neo<11:::u·rJ"ac; LQ 1 > > 'l {} I <' ll,neanv aA'Yj eaueov, we; i::a 

µt"t'OV Tl ylyve-rat iinoa-raaewc; eltJoc; e~ ~µwv -re -rijc; lpVXfic; "al l~w{}ev 

{}elac; emnvolac;. "Oea brJ ovv av-rd a"ei(Jia-reeov, µ~ not la{}wµev nae' s 
avrov naeanotJia{}iv-rec; "al -rfjc; ev avnf> <patvoµivric; evneenelac;. El yae 

nov n e" tJvoiv EV anou.loiro, oµoetuec; 
(" ..i \ 

t'OVt'O 
-

"at 
' 

oµocpvec; 
(" ' 

nav 
-

e<TTl 
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"at 
\ 
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kindred is produced by that which is kindred, but the divine work 
is neither accidental (for such is without a cause, and not at all or­
dered) nor is it produced by a human cause. For this is alien to 
it, and subordinate; and that which is more perfect has no abil­
ity to be produced by that which is imperfect. All things, then, 
that spring from a divine cause are works that are naturally akin 
to it. For the human soul is held fast by a single form, and is ob­
scured by the body on every side; and this condition, whether it 
be called the river of Forgetfulness or the water of Lethe, 223 or 
".ignorance" or " madness " or "bondage through excessive • emo-
tions" or "deficiency of life," or any other evil thing one might 
name, one would still not find the right word for its strangeness. 
How, then, when detained in such a prison, the soul should ever 
become adequate for such an activity can in no way reasonably be 
accounted for. 

For if we seem actually able to act by participating in, and 
being enlightened by the gods, it is to this extent alone that we 
have the benefit of the divine energy. Because of this, it is not in­
sofar as it has its proper excellence and wisdom that the soul itself 
shares in divine works; and yet if such works were of the soul, ei­
ther every soul would accomplish them, or only that one which 
possesses its proper perfection. But as it is, neither of them is 
able to take on this role. On the contrary, so far as concerns the 
divine perfection, even the perfect soul is incomplete. So, then, 
theurgic activity is something different, and the successful accom­
plishment of divine works is granted only by the gods. Indeed, 
otherwise it would not be necessary to perform the service of the 
gods at all; but on this reasoning, without any such worship, we 
would possess divine goods intrinsically from our own resources. 
But since these opinions are insane or senseless, we must discard 
such a supposition as providing any cause worthy of mention for 
the fulfilment of divine works. 

21 Perhaps, then, what you have put forth third is more 
true, that "there comes into being a mixed form of substance from 
our soul and from an exterior divine inspiration." Look at this, 
then, more critically, lest being entangled by its apparent plau­
sibility, we find ourselves, all unawares, entangled by it. For if 
somehow some one thing comes to be from two, this is entirely of 

22J See Plato, Resp. 10.62ra5. 
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oµoovatov· o{J-rw rd arotxeia avveex6µeva el; ravro be noAAWV lv nan-
,,- \ \ 1 / et; ) 1/JVX'YJV \ µtaY / 0'eeyai.,,erat, Xat tpVXat 7lAElOYEq rrJV \ UA'Y)V J/1 avµµt')''VVYTat. / V 

µivrot rd navreAwq efrJ(!'Y)µivov neo; rd be/3e/3'YjXOq fovwiJ yevotro av no- IQ 

re .iv, ov/Je 1/JVX'YJ rotvvv µera rij; {}eta; bunvola; .iv n notei vnoaraaewq 

el/Joq. El yae aµixr6v fon rd {}eiov, ov/J' fJ 1/JVX'YJ ned; avrd avµµ{yvvrat· 
' , , '/3 '] , , " , - , , ' \ , ' ,-eat et aµera A'YJrov vnaexei, ~ ov,-e av ex r'Y/q avyxeaaewq et; ro ,-eowov ano 

rov anAov µeraf3ArJDel'YJ. 
(151] Ile6reeov µev ovv µt,t(!(l alDvyµara dveyeleew ev6lµt(6v nveq ,-eal l 

Deia EV fJµiv eW'Yj, ME(!, eire <pvat,-ea. efre aAAWq onwaoiJv ,}v awµaroet-

/Jij, d:Mvara /J17nov{}ev ,}v EX rwv rvx6vrwv el; rd {}eia µe{}foraa{}at • EV 

/J'Yj rq'J nae6vn T'YJV 1/JVX'YJV anocpa{vovrat avvatrlav rijq {)elaq avyxeaaewq, 

,-eal /JijAov on laa~to; ylyverat roiq Deoi;, /Jt/Jwal re avroiq n µ6ewv xat s 
EV r<[J µieei /Jexerat an' e,-ee{vwv, µfrea re roiq xeefrroaw Ent{}17aet ,-eal 

aVrrJ an' e,-ee{vwv oew{}17aerat" 0 /Je /Jew6rarov div Uyova{ nveq' on xal 

b aroixe[wy ra~et Ol {}eol 7l(!O'Y)')'OVµevot bvnae~ovat roiq anoreAovµevotq 

v<p' fovrwv, ,-eat la-rat n naeay6µevov and xe6vov xal rijq ,-eara X(!OVOV 

avµµ{~ewq oneedxet rovq Deovq EV fovu[>. Tl /Je /J'Yj ,-eal lan roiJro rd IO 

avµµtxrov , rr1; - vnoaru.aewq ~ ,L ewoq; 1.£. et , µev ' yae ' ro ' avi , ovx , 1aµcporeeov, ea-,,

rat ev EX /Jvoiv aAAa. avv{}er6v n xal avµne<pO(!'Yjµivov and rwv /Jvo· el {J' 

wq 8U(!O'V dµcpoiY, µeraf3A'YJTa la-rat rd dl/Jta, xal ra Deia rwv ev rfj ye-

[152] Yelaet <pVO't'XWV ov/Jey /Jwlaei· xal rd ytyY6µeYOV aronov µev larat d[/Jwy I 

1 i\ , 
<pvoµeYOV uta ')'EYcaewq' 

L 
aronwre(!O'V 
, I i\ I i\ 1 {} I >t: 

ue n UtaAV 'Y)aETat Er.; atutW'V 
> i\ I 

vcpe
r

-

arrJXOq. Ov/Jaµwq a.ea ov/Je fJ TOtaVr'Yj b6~a 7lE(!t rijq µavrelaq lxet nva 

A6yov. No17awµev b' ln xai T'YJ'V naea/Jo~ov raVr'YjY vn6A'Yjtpt'V, eire µlav 

nq aVTrJY {}e['Y) e'lre bvo. 5;: 

22 Aeyetq -,;o{vvv wq 17 1/JVX'YJ yevvij. bvvaµtv cpayraart'X'Y}V roiJ µeA­

Aovroq bid rowvrwv xw'Y)µarwv, ~ rd neoaay6µeya and rij; vA'YJq vcplar'YJ-

at /Jia. rwv Evovawv bvvaµewv /Jalµova;, xai µaAiarn 17 and rwv C<f>wv -

'.:i 

l 
if 

I 
ti 
;t. 
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the same form, and of the same nature, and of the same essence. 
So the elements coming together produce from many one specific 
thing, and many souls are joined together to form one all-soul. 224 

Nevertheless, anything which is completely transcendent cannot 
become one with that which has gone forth from itself; nor may 
the soul then produce some one form of substance in communion 
w.ith the divine inspiration. For if the divine is unmixed, not even 
is the soul mixed with it; and if it is unchangeable, it would not be 
transformed from something simple into a compound. 

But formerly some believed that "small sparks" roused in us 
divine forms which, being either natural or in some other fashion 
corporeal, obviously cannot be transformed from things of every­
day chance to things divine. In the present case, to be sure, they 
declare the soul is a joint cause of the divine mixture, and it is 
clear that (on this theory) it becomes equal in worth to the gods, 
and gives to them a constituent part of itself, and in turn receives 
something from them, and it also imposes measures upon the su­
perior beings, and is itself limited by them. 

But most repellent of what some people say is that the gods, 
in spite of their precedence, exist in the manner of elements in 
those things which are produced by themselves, and that there 
will be something born from time and from a mixture taking place 
in time which includes the gods in itself. But what indeed is this 
mixed form of substance? For if it is a complex of both, it will not 
be one from two, but something composite and constructed from 
both. But if as an entity other than the two, the eternal things will 
be changeable, and divine things will not at all differ from physi­
cal things in creation. And it will be absurd that an eternal being 
should be formed through becoming, but more absurd still is the 
idea that anything consisting of things· eternal will be dissolved. 
By no means, then, has such an opinion about divination any ba­
sis. But let us go on to consider the following paradoxical notion, 
whether one considers it one or two. 

22 You say, then, that "the soul generates an imaginative 
power of the future through such movements," or that "the soul, 
by means of its inherent powers, shapes the products derived from 

224 An interesting allusion to Plotinus's all-soul; see e.g. Enn. 4.3. 1-2. 
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51 \ t , , , {J)., \
eU'Yjµµev'Yj. Lloxel M µot raffra uetV'YjV naeavoµ av eµ<patVetv et; 'YJV T'YJV 

{}eoAoy{av TE xal rnv {}eoveytxnv eveeyeiav· §v µev yae aro:rwv 1l(!WTOV IO 

, , , , {} ' c- 51 ' • st 51 ' .,.. v'.,..ovxara<palverat, et yevVrJTOt et<J'l xat <p aerot ot umµove; 1:;reeov ue .,o " 

'5eiv6reeov, el and TWV V<JTB(!OJV fovrwv naeayovrat ne6reeot avrwv ovre;· 

'1/JVXfi; yae c5~nov xal TWV neel rol; <1wµa<1t c5vvaµewv neov<pe<Jr~xa<Jl'V Ot 

c5a{µove;. Ileo; wvrot; nw; c5vvarat [153] rd rfj; I µe(!t<Jrij; '1/JVXfi; ev <1wµa-
, , , , , , {}, {} \ - (]TU

Tl, xarexoµeV'Yj; eVE(!y'Yjµara et; OV<1taV xa t<JTa<J at, Xat TaVTa XOJ(!t 

elvat Uw rfj; 1/JVXfi; xa{}' eavra; rj nw; af neel rol; <1wµa<1t c5vvaµet; 

a<pl<Jravrat TWV <1wµaTOJV' xafrot ev rol; <1wµa<1t TO elvat exov<1at; d; 
c5e c5~ fouv 6 anoAvOJV avra; and rfj; <Jwµauxfj; <1V<JT<1<1EOJ; xal µera rnv s 
c5uUv<JtV <Jvvaywv naALV el; µ[av <1vvoc5ov; E<JTat yae o{frw neovnaexwv 

' (' - l 6 .i' ' ' ' , , ~rowvro; c5alµwv neo TOV vno<JT'Y}Vat" xet ue Xat ra; xowa; anoeta; 0 

Aoyo;· nw; yae c5~nore and TWV µn ex6vrwv µavuxnv µavuxn <pvernt, 
, \ , \ , - " \ {j).,

xal and TWV µ~ exovrwv '1/JVX'YJV <JOJµarwv '1/JVX'YJ anoyevvarat; 'YJ TO O'P 

<pCl'Pat nw; and TW'P areAe<1TB(!W'P reAeufreea naeayerat; xal 6 re6no; c5e IO 

rfj; naeaywyij; <pa['Pernl µot aMParo;· TO yae c5ta 'Xt'P'YjµClTOJ'P rij; '1/JVXfi; 
, .il , , {} , , '.il' •A ' 

-xal c5ta TW'P 81' rol; <JOJµa<1t uV'PaµeOJ'P naeaye<J at OV<Jtav' auv'PaTOV. L-J.'JT,0 

yae TW'P µ'Yj 
\ 

exo'PTOJ'P 
, I , I , I , tJ I !I , il -(1{} t 

OV<1taV ov<1ta ovx oia Te e<JUV anore et a • 

II6{}ev c5e xal <pa'Pra<Juxn TOV µeAAovro; y{yperat; naea r{po; A.a­

[154] /3ov<1a TO µa'PUXO'P; oewµe'P yae c5~nov I TWV E'P<11leteoµe'PW'P c5ta yepfoew; I

ovc5e'P ovMnore nklo'Po; TLVO; µetaA.aµ{Javo'P rj O<JO'P Mc5orat avnp and TOV 

newrw; avro anoyev'PW'VTO;. To c5' lot-xe neo<J{}~'X'YJ'P uva neetnodeav 

naeaMxe<J{}m and TOV µn ovro;· el µn a.ea u; Uyot rfj and TW'V C<f,wv 

fJA.rJ wv; c5alµova; em/3e{JrJXBVat, neo<1ayoµevn c5' avrfj <1vµna{}w; neo; 5 
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matter into daemons, especially when the matter is taken from liv­
ing beings." 22s These views seem to me to display an appalling 
disregard both for all theology and for theurgic activity. For one 
absurdity appears from the outset, if daemons are deemed to be 
created and perishable; another even more appalling absurdity is 
if they are created, as beings that are prior, from entities posterior 
tQ themselves; for certainly the daemons exist prior to both soul 
and bodily powers. Moreover, how is it possible that the activities 
of a divisible soul, held fast in a body, could be transformed into 
essence and ·exist separately by themselves, outside of the soul? Or 
how may the powers of bodies, although they have their existence 
in bodies, be detached from bodies? Who, then, is it that frees 
them from their corporeal state and, after their dissolution, brings 
them back again to unity? For thus a daemon of such a charac­
ter will exist prior to its own creation. Your reasoning also has 
general difficulties. For how, I ask, can divination be produced 
from things without a power of divination, and how may a soul 
be created from bodies without a soul? Or how, speaking gener­
ally, are things more perfect created from those less perfect? Even 
their manner of production appears impossible to me. For it is 
impossible that real being could be produced through the soul's 
movements and through powers in their bodies. For from things 
not having real being, real being cannot be produced. 

From whence indeed arises the power to imagine the fu­
ture? From what does it receive the power of divination? For we 
doubtless see that among the things sown by generation nothing 
ever has more than that given to it by its first generator. But it 
seems rather that the imaginative faculty receives a certain addi-

~ tional supplement arisen from what has no being, unless one is to 
say that daemons get a foothold on matter from (sacrificed) ani­
mals; and that they are moved sympathetically226 towards it when 

225 This is extremely odd. Porphyry's suggestion, as becomes clearer 
in the following lines, is that humans may actually create daemonic forces; 
we learn later in III.28 that some unscrupulous magicians used to create 
daemonic images using material substances, a process called d~euA01tOt'Y)'t'tX'tJ 

ttXVYJ ("image-making"), of which "Abamon" strongly disapproved. See esp. 
III.28.I68. 

226 Iamblichus was not a little cautious of the notion of cruµ1tcx6Etoc, not 
least because Plotinus and Porphyry attributed the effectiveness of theurgy 
solely to a process of automatic response. See Plotinus, Enn. 4.4.26.3-4; 
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avrnv xtveia{}at. Ovxovv xara ye ravrrJV rrJV d6~av ovx wioyevvwvrat o[ 
d' , - \

dalµoveq, <btd rwv EV roiq, awµaat dvvaµewv' 1T,(!0'YJYOVµevot 
I 

avrwv Xat 

neovnaexovreq, avyxtvovvrat avraiq, oµoetdwq,. El de drJ on µaAtara xal 

ovrwq, elal avµna{}eiq,, ovx oew rlva re6nov eiaovral rt neel rov µeUovroq, 
O.A'YJ{}t,q,. Ov ya(! avµna{}ofJq, '5vvaµewq, oM' evvAov xat xarexoµfv'Yjq, EV rtVt Io 

, \ , \ f).,)., a,).).,\
r6nw xal awµan rd neoytyvwaxetv re Xat neoµ'Yjvvetv ro µ ov' a 

• , 1 1 ,.J K ' " d' rovvavrfov rijq, wtO navrWV rovrWV llnOAeAVp,c,V'YJq,. at avr'Yj 'YJ OVV T 'YJ r

M~a rotavraq, exfrw raq, ev{J{;vaq,. 
I 23 A[ '5' enl rfl'5e emaraaetq, 

, , 

avayovrat 
, I 

µev 
\ 

ev-u·uq, 
, ...Q ...\ 

wq, 
~ 

ut-
~

r 
[155] 

araCov<Jat neel rov re6nov rijq, µavrelaq,, 7i(!OtoV<Jat <5' avareinetv avrrJV 

navrdwq, buxet(!OV<Jtv. LlteAwµe{}a O'OV xat fJµe~ rdv J..6yov neoq, aµ­

<p6reea ravra. 'Ae~wµe{}a '5e &aJ..veiv newrov ra ne6reea· xara yae 

rovq, vnvovq, µ'Yjdev neayµarevaaµevot evlore np µeAAOVrt ent{)aJ..J..oµev, 5 

xat neayµarevaaµevot noJ..J..axtq, ovx ent{)a.J..J..oµev. Ovx ort e~ fJµwv re 
xal l~w{}iv fort rd airwv rfjq, µavnxijq,· e<p' div yae wetarat rd a<p' fJµwv 

neoxaraexov xal avven6µevov and rwv l~w{}ev avvra~lv re ravra avµ­

nJ..exoµivrJv lxei neoq, aAA'YJAa, wetaµivwq, lnl rovrwv ra leya lmuJ..eirat, 
xal avvenerat roiq, 7i(!O'YJYOVµivotq, ra 

n
neoq, avra <JVV'YJ(!r'Yjµiva· orav <5' IO 

wioJ..eAvµivov rd airwv xa{}' fovro neovnaexov' ovx W(!t<Jrat TO riJ..oq, 

lcp' fJµiv' rd de na.v ent roiq, exroq, xeirat. Kal 'VV'V O'OV rd µ'Yj navrwq, roiq, 

fJµerieotq, leyotq, avvreexuv T'YJ'V EV roiq, oveleotq, a,).,~{}eta'V xal rd noAAa-

xtq, avrrJY a<p' lavrfjq, cAAaµnetv, , I c{i,W "l: {}' .s. , , \ {} - T 'YJ'Vev re uetxvvatv ano ewv ovaav r 
\ µavrelav xat ravrrJV I avrcr,;ovawv > C I 

[156] orav r, {) I 1 r /'" (IV f{}t,).'YI µer'oVA'YjTat xat \ w~ uI 
evµevetaq, , I ro \ µcAA0Y 111 ava<patvovaav. ' I

1 
, 1 , ' 1 ' d' -24 Tavra µev O'O'V rowvrov cxerw rov anoAoytaµov· c'V e rot; 

µera ravra netewµevoq, rov re6nov dte(!µ'Yjvevetv rijq, µavnxijq,' d.vat(!eiq, 
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it is brought near to them. Therefore according to this opinion 
the daemons are not generated from the powers in bodies, but 
while preceding and existing before them, they are moved along 
with them through specific similarity. But even assuming that 
they are ever so subject to the influence of sympathy, I do not see 
in what way they will know anything true about the future. For 
foreknowledge and forecasting are not the province of a power ex­
erting sympathetic influence or of something enmeshed in matter 
and held fast in a specific place and body, but, on the contrary it is 
characteristic of a power that is freed from all these. And let that 
be a corrective to this opinion of yours. 

23 At first sight, the difficulties brought up immediately 
after this express doubt about the manner of divination; but as 
they proceed, they tend to overthrow divination entirely. Let us, 
then, divide our response in accord with both tendencies. And let 
us begin by resolving the first of these difficulties: for, you say, "in 
sleep, when not busyinp themselves with things, one sometimes 
apprehends the future, and often again when we are busied, we 
do not apprehend it." Not that the cause of divination comes ei­
ther from us or from the outside world. For in those cases where 
the source of divination as determined by us, and that which ac­
companies it from without have an arrangement linked with one 
another, they act on the basis of these, occur in due fashion, and 
follow the causes which precede them, being knit together to one 
another. But when the cause is free and enjoys pre-existence by .. 
itself, the end is not determined by us, and everything depends 
upon things exterior. Now, as things are, the fact that the truth 
in our dreams does not wholly concur with our actions, and of­
ten shines forth from itself, shows that divination comes from 
without, for it is from the gods, and that this is in its own power 
whenever it desires, and that as it wishes, it reveals the future with 
good will. 227 

24 Let these matters, then, have such a reasoned response. 
But later, when trying to interpret the manner of divination, you 

4.4.38-45; Porphyry, Aneb. 2.5d; r8d Sodano, refuted by "Abamon" below at 
III.26-27; cf. V.7.208-V.9.210; X.3.287-288. "Abamon" argues later that such 
powers of nature are exploited only by magicians, who operate solely 1te:p't -.1J" 
rpucrr.v (IX.2.273. 11) and make things happen according to "a certain necessary 
sympathy" (Bux ·twoc; auµ1ta80Gc; &.v<fyx'1)c;, VI-4-244.9-10). 

227 Cf. above III.2-3. 




