
: -; 2F 0 -k , M -J 2 0 F y 9 k 2 -F J 

k /\ KK=5 Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ 

2WZ • }X7 IY[ }KQ=5I W\ K Q• } ~ Z\ [ =[ YKa F [ Z =K \ zX}\ 7 ~ Z\ [ =[ YU 7Z[ }Q=[ Y 
\ // QWZ XZ/=Y=}◊K ~ }&Z~ Z[ QK XZ] XZKZ[ QZ7 =[ QW=K z}}>U \ [ 7 ~ \ [ < ~ }XZ 
zZK=7ZKa 2WZ Z/◊K=&Z 5\ QZY}X< AIY[ }KQ=5=K~ IL QW\ Q 5}XXZK] }[ 7K Q} QW=K zX}\ 7 
~ Z\ [ =[ Y W\ K \ /• \ <K zZZ[ W\ X7 Q} 7Z·=[ Za 

2WZ }QWZX ~ Z\ [ =[ Y }· IY[ }KQ=5I =K [ \ XX}• \ [ 7 ~ }XZ KQX=5Q/< W=KQ}X=5\ /h =Q 
=K QWZ KZ/·lY=&Z[ [ \ ~ Z }· \ [ \ [ 5=Z[ Q k WX=KQ=\ [ KZ5QU QWZ gnostikoi, }X 
IY[ }KQ=5KaI v Z5\ ◊KZ QWZ \ [ 5=Z[ Q KZ5Q }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K =K XZ/\ Q=&Z/< Z\ X/<a 
=[ 7=K] ◊Q\ z/< Y[ }KQ=5lZ&Z[ /Z[ 7=[ Y =QK [ \ ~ Z Q} QWZ zX}\ 7ZX 5\ QZY}X<l \ [ 7 
\ W=KQ}X=5\ / K}◊X5Z }· }QWZX =~ ] }XQ\ [ Q ~ }&Z~ Z[ QKU =Q 7ZKZX&ZK \ ] X=~ \ X< 
] /\ 5Z =[ \ [ < YZ[ ZX\/ KQ◊7< }· Y[ }KQ=5 XZ/=Y=}[ a -[ QW=K z}}> QWZ • }X7 
IY[ }KQ=5I =K ~ \ =[ /< XZKQX=5QZ7 Q} QWZ [ \ XX}• U W=KQ}X=5\ / ~ Z\ [ =[ YU \ [ 7 1\ XQ 
F [ Z =K 7Z&}QZ7 Q} Y[ }KQ=5 • }X>K =[ QW=K 5/\ KK=5 KZ[ KZ }· QWZ • }X7a 

2WZ 7\ QZ }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 KZ5Q 

2WZ Y[ }KQ=5K • ZXZ \ 5Q=&Z =[ QWZ ~ =7lKZ5}[ 7 5Z[ Q◊X< , ay a AKZZ G \ ] /L \ [ 7 
zZ<}[ 7a f XZZ> • \ K QWZ z\ K=5 /\ [ Y◊\ YZ }· QWZ KZ5QU \ K =Q • \ K }· [ }[ lY[ }KQ=5 
k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q< \ [ 7 : Z//Z[ =KQ=5 B◊7\ =K~ }· QW\ Q ] ZX=}7a 2WZ Z\ X/=ZKQ K◊X&=&=[ Y 
XZ·ZXZ[ 5Z Q} QWZ KZ5Q =K z< ; Qa /XZ[ \ Z◊KU • X=Q=[ Y =[ M◊Y7◊[ ◊~ A~ }7ZX[ M<}[ U 
) X\[ 5ZL \ z}◊Q , ay a cui w 5·a -Xf cageaca , 55}X7=[ Y Q} -XZ[ \ Z◊K QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K 
• ZXZ \ ~ \!}X =[ ·/◊Z[ 5Z }[ QWZ k WX=KQ=\ [ QWZ}/}Y=\ [ j \ /Z[ Q=[ ◊Ka 2W=K ~ \ < 
W\ &Z zZZ[ zZ·}XZ j \ /Z[ Q= [ ◊K \ XX=&Z7 =[ 0 }~ Z Q} zZY=[ W=K 5\ XZZX }· QZ\ 5W=[ YU 
zZQ• ZZ[ , ay a cnr \ [ 7 coi A5·a I:= KQ}X=5\ / -[ QX}7◊5Q=}[ I Q} 1\ XQ 2• }La }X 
[ }Q /}[ Y QWZXZ\ ·QZXa 

: }• ~ ◊5W }/7ZX ~ =YWQ QWZ KZ5Q \ 5Q◊\ //< zZ. 2WZXZ KZZ~ K Q} zZ [ } 7=XZ5Q 
\ [ K• ZX Q} QW=K _◊ZKQ=}[ a : }• Z&ZXU \ [ =[ 7=XZ5Q \ [ K• ZX ~ =YWQ zZ }zQ\ =[ Z7 z< 
5}[ K=7ZX=[ Y QWZ ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / 5W\ X\5QZX }· 5/\ KK=5 Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ • =QW=[ 
QWZ 5}[ QZ+Q }· f XZZ> ] W=/}K}] W<a -[ K◊5W \ 5}[ QZ+QU QWZ 5W\ X\5QZX=KQ=5 
Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QW }· 5XZ\ Q=}[ Q◊X[K }◊Q Q} XZKZ~ z/Z ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / ~ <QW=5 K] Z5­ 
◊/\ Q=}[ \ /XZ\ 7< 5◊XXZ[ Q =[ QWZ Q=~ Z }· BZK◊Ka 2WZ ·}X~ ◊/\ Q=}[ }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 
~ <QW ◊/Q=~ \ QZ/< 7XZ• }[ 1/\ Q}[ =KQ =[ QZX] XZQ\ Q=}[ K }· QWZ ~ <QW }· 5XZ\ Q=}[ =[ 

The Secret Book according to John 
(Apocryphon of John)
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CHRONOLOGICAL KEY 
ca ca. ei a St. John attacks "Nicolaitan.s"of Pcr(}UJmum anvi Ephesus 
»a Ecir/11 second cent., Justin Mart11r's birthplace 
3. 5tcond cent., Satorn1nos 
4. ca. 1 :;o, 9nostics of Alexanclria influence V11lent1nus ( ?1 
s. ca. 140, qnostics of Rome influence Vi!'lmtinus 9 B 
r ca. ct i a Justin Martt,Jr etttachs qnostics 
;. ca.180. 1renvieus cont1nuesJL1st1n's Clttach 
a. Third· fourth ant.. enostic .smpture translated mto Coptic 
9. ca 250, Plotmus Mt.ack.5 contemporar11 anostics 

10. ui. h[ }l 340, Borborites l'lnd codcfoms 
cca ai. '330- 340, dqhtl/ qnostics t)(/Je!leci 
cga ca. n 30· '¾O, m1ost1c women entice E.p1phanrns, BOrborites.Philnonttis, 

seth111ns, and srmtwtics ective 
13 k//a '330- 340, Secundums 
/4. ai. 340, Aetws the Arnm titba~s =/ Borbonte 
,s ai. 350, Borborites 
,.,. ca. KK}a Archontics ( KZZ also map 3) 
11. ca. nt i U qnostic scnptim manusi:,ripts in coptic buried near Pbou 
//n w. %0. Etitllktos converts Armenian rwbilit;J to Arciwntlc Christiani ti/ 
19. (l;I. :,.,o, Archontic missionaries arrive from 5atala 
zo. w. 3&3, Borborites 
gca ca. npt U Bp Epiph,miu5 publishes an expose' of 0nostic christiamtij 
gga Ca.400, exputston of Borbontes bl/ &p Mesrob 
4ln a 40&-425, sorbQritts attend orthaiox services 
goa ocg· onr U Borboritts expelli!tl zcc Bp. Rabbula 
15. MAI} 3C, 4W. &>rliorltes torbiddtn blj law 1o build churclus 
U>. Ca. 480, Borborltf baptism mv,;ilidMttl zcc ortkodox bishops 
27. 531, 1.cqal trst1monij Of Borborites held invalid 
gua tr tClt puU Borbontr.s flu persecution b!f Kinq Chosroes B 
gea ui. t ei a Persian Borborite refuqees occup~ abandcneli monasteries 
30. seventh-eighth cent., Ma111laean sect opposes Borboritrs 
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1/\ Q}CK Timaeus, \ K 5}~ z=[ Z7 • =QW QWZ z}}> }· f Z[ ZK=Ka ; ] Z5◊/\ Q=}[ }· QW=K 
>=[ 7l ·X}~ QWZ ] ZX=}7 }· IG =77/Z 1/\ Q}[ =K~ Il • \ K ] }] ◊/\ X • =QW /Z\ X[Z7 
f XZZ>lK] Z\ >=[ Y BZ• K }· , /Z+\ [ 7X=\ \ Q QWZ Q=~ Z }· 1W=/} B◊7\ Z◊K A5\ a ni 
v akal5\ a , aF a ot La ; ◊5W K] Z5◊/\ Q=}[ • \ K \ /K} ·\ KW=}[ \ z/Z =[ ] \ Y\ [ ] W=/}­ 
K}] W=5\ / 5=X5/ZK }· QWZ ·=XKQ \ [ 7 KZ5}[ 7 5Z[ Q◊X=ZK , ay aU \ [ 7 zZ<}[ 7a ; =[ 5Z 
QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QW KZZ~ K Q} ] XZK◊] ] }KZ QW=K K] Z5◊/\ Q=&Z QX\7=Q=}[ U =Q might 
zZ \ K }/7 \ K 1W=/} B◊7\ Z◊Ka 6 ZQ [ }QW=[ Y ] X}&ZK QW\ Q =Q must zZ K} }/7a 
; 5W}/\ XK \ XZ QWZXZ·}XZ ◊[ \ z/Z Q} K\ < Z+\ 5Q/< W}• ~ ◊5W }/7ZX QW\ [ -XZ[ \ Z◊K 
A, ay a 5\ a cui L QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 KZ5Q \ 5Q◊\ //< ~ ◊KQ zZa 

f [ }KQ=5K 5}[ Q=[ ◊Z7 Q} ·/}◊X=KW =[ QWZ QW=X7 \ [ 7 ·}◊XQW 5Z[ Q◊X=ZK , ay a A5·a 
1}X] WU ( ] ; U ( ] , U ( ] f La v ◊Q =[ , aF a nucU /ZY=K/\ Q=}[ }· QWZ Z~ ] ZX}X 
2WZ}7}K=◊K - }··=5=\ //< XZ5}Y[ =»Z7 \ K=[ Y/Z zX\[ 5W }· k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q< \ K 5\ QW}/=5 
}XQW}7}+< =[ QWZ 0 }~ \ [ Z~ ] =XZ \ [ 7 }] Z[ Z7 QWZ • \ < ·}X K\ [ 5Q=}[ K \ [ 7 
&=}/Z[ 5Z \ Y\ =[ KQ QWZ IWZXZQ=5KUI • W} QWZ[ =[ 5/◊7Z7 Y[ }KQ=5Ka 2WZXZ\ ·QZXU 
Y[ }KQ=5K \ XZ ~ \ =[ /< WZ\ X7 }· =[ , X~ Z[ =\ U ; <X=\ U G ZK}] }Q\ ~ =\ U \ [ 7 1ZXK=\ U 
• =QW XZ·ZXZ[ 5ZK Q} QWZ~ 5}[ Q=[ ◊=[ Y Q} 5X}] ◊] =[ ~ Z7=Z&\ / K}◊X5ZK AKZZ G \ ] 
gLa V WZQWZX \ // K◊5W ~ Z7=Z&\ / K}◊X5ZK \ XZ z\ KZ7 }[ \ 5Q◊\ / Z[ 5}◊[ QZXK • =QW 
/=&=[ Y ~ Z~ zZXK }· QWZ KZ5Q =K [ }Q Z[ Q=XZ/< 5/Z\ Xa 2} \ YXZ\ Q Z+QZ[ QU Y[ }KQ=5 
k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q< ~ \ < W\ &Z \ /XZ\ 7< zZZ[ \ zK}XzZ7 z< QWZ j \ /Z[ Q=[ =\ [ 5W◊X5W 
AKZZ 1\ XQK 2• } \ [ 7 2WXZZLU \ [ 7 \ ·QZX , aF a gt i z< QWZ G \ [ =5W\ Z\ [ • }X/7 
XZ/=Y=}[ U • W=5W KW}• Z7 5ZXQ\ =[ XZKZ~ z/\ [ 5ZK Q} QWZ f [ }KQ=5K A5·a ( ] f La 

v < QWZ ~ =77/Z }· QWZ ·}◊XQW 5Z[ Q◊X<U Y[ }KQ=5 k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q< A\ ] \ XQ ·X}~ =QK 
j \ /Z[ Q=[ =\ [ zX\[ 5WL • \ K >[ }• [ z< KZ&ZX\/ 7=··ZXZ[ Q [ \ ~ ZKU ] ZXW\ ] K =[ 7=­ 
5\ Q=[ Y QW\ Q =Q W\ 7 K] /=Q =[ Q} 7Z[ }~ =[ \ Q=}[ Kh I, X5W}[ Q=5KI A·X}~ arkhon, 
IWZ\ &Z[ /< X◊/ZXILU I; ZQW=\ [ KUI Iv \ XzZ/=QZKUI ZQ5ah KZZ ( ] f gt aga/U gr anapa 
-[ XZ5Z[ Q K5W}/\ XKW=] Y[ }KQ=5 k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q< =K }·QZ[ 5\ //Z7 I; ZQW=\ [ f [ }KQ=­ 
5=K~ I zZ5\ ◊KZ }· =QK ] \ XQ=5◊/\ X =[ QZXZKQ =[ ; ZQWU K}[ }· , 7\ ~ U \ K \ [ 5ZKQ}X 
\ [ 7 ] X}Q}Q<] Z }· QWZ =[ 7=&=7◊\ / Y[ }KQ=5a -[ 7ZZ7U QWZXZ =K [ } ] }=[ Q =[ \ XY◊=[ Y 
Q}} ~ ◊5W }&ZX • W=5W [ \ ~ Z KW}◊/7 zZ ◊KZ7 Q}7\ <a 

2WZ [ \ ~ Z IY[ }KQ=5I 

2WZ }X=Y=[ \ / KZ/·l7ZK=Y[ \ Q=}[ }· QWZ sect-gnostikos, IY[ }KQ=5Il • \ K \ 
&ZX< KQX=>=[ Y [ \ ~ Zw =Q ~ ◊KQ W\ &Z K}◊[ 7Z7 [ Z• \ [ 7 K/=YWQ/< }77 Q} f XZZ> 
K] Z\ >ZXK }· QWZ KZ5}[ 7 5Z[ Q◊X< , aF a , K \ ~ ZXZ • }X7U QWZ f XZZ> QZX~ 
gnostikos Y}ZK z\ 5> \ K ·\ X \ K QWZ Q=~ Z }· 1/\ Q}a -Q • \ K \ X\XZ QZ5W[ =5\ / • }X7 
• =QW ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / }&ZXQ}[ ZKw =Q ~ Z\ [ Q K}~ ZQW=[ Y /=>Z I/Z\ 7=[ Y Q} >[ }• /­ 
Z7YZI }X I5\ ] \ z/Z }· \ QQ\ =[ =[ Y >[ }• /Z7YZaI -[ [ }X~ \ / ◊K\ YZ QWZ QZX~ • \ K 
[ Z&ZX \ ] ] /=Z7 Q} W◊~ \ [ zZ=[ YKw QW\ Q =K Q} K\ <U [ }X~ \ //< \ person • }◊/7 [ }Q 
zZ 5\ //Z7 IY[ }KQ=5aI 0 \ QWZXU QWZ • }X7 IY[ }KQ=5I XZY◊/\ X/< XZ·ZXXZ7 Q} 
7=K5=] /=[ ZK }· KQ◊7<U W◊~ \ [ ·\ 5◊/Q=ZKU 5\ ] \ 5=Q=ZKU \ [ 7 QWZ /=>Za 2W◊KU ·}X 
Z+\ ~ ] /ZU QWZ 1/\ Q}[ =KQ ] W=/}K}] WZX 1/◊Q\ X5W 5}◊/7 • X=QZU I: ◊~ \ [ K}◊/K 
W\ &Z \ ·\ 5◊/Q< QW\ Q =K gnostikos A/Z\ 7K Q} >[ }• /Z7YZL }· &=K=z/Z QW=[ YKaI 

; } • WZ[ \ K}5=\ / YX}◊] =[ QWZ Z\ X/< KZ5}[ 7 5Z[ Q◊X< , ay a zZY\ [ Q} 5\ // 
=QKZ/· gnostikoi, }X IY[ }KQ=5KUI QW=K ◊K\ YZ • }◊/7 W\ &Z K}◊[ 7Z7 /=>Z }77 
KZ5Q\ X=\ [ !\ XY}[ "l \ K QW}◊YW \ ~ }7ZX[ 5/◊z zZY\ [ Q} 5\ // =QKZ/· QWZ 1ZX5Z] Q=&ZK 
}X QWZ ( ] =KQZ~ }/}Y=5\ /Ka 
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2WZ ~ Z\ [ =[ Y }· IY[ }K=KI 

f [ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ 7ZK5X=zZK QWZ K\ /&\ Q=}[ }· QWZ =[ 7=&=7◊\ / z< QWZ f XZZ> 
• }X7 gnosis, \ [ 7 QWZ KZ/·lY=&Z[ [ \ ~ Z }· QWZ IY[ }KQ=5I KZ5Q XZ·ZXK Q} QWZ=X 
\ z=/=Q< Q} \ QQ\ =[ gnosis. 2WZ ~ Z\ [ =[ Y }· gnosis =K Z\ K< Q} YX\K] a 9 [ /=>Z =QK 
}77 7ZX=&\ Q=&Z gnostikos, QWZ • }X7 gnosis • \ K \ [ }X7=[ \ X< ] \ XQ }· f XZZ>U 
z}QW =[ 7\ =/< /=·Z \ [ 7 =[ XZ/=Y=}[ A=[ 5/◊7=[ Y B◊7\ =K~ \ [ 7 k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q<La 2WZ 
z\ K=5 QX\[ K/\ Q=}[ }· gnosis =K I>[ }• /Z7YZI }X IA\ 5Q }·L >[ }• =[ YaI v ◊Q QWZ 
\ [ 5=Z[ Q f XZZ> /\ [ Y◊\ YZ 5}◊/7 Z\ K=/< 7=··ZXZ[ Q=\ QZ zZQ• ZZ[ Q• } >=[ 7K }· 
>[ }• /Z7YZ A\ 7=KQ=[ 5Q=}[ QW\ Q ) XZ[ 5WU ·}X Z+\ ~ ] /ZU \ /K} ~ \ >ZK • =QW Z\ KZLa 

F [ Z >=[ 7 =K ] X}] }K=Q=}[ \ / >[ }• =[ YlQWZ >[ }• /Z7YZ that K}~ ZQW=[ Y =K QWZ 
5\ KZ AI- >[ }• QW\ Q , QWZ[ K =K =[ f XZZ5ZILa f XZZ> W\ K KZ&ZX\/ • }X7K ·}X QW=K 
>=[ 7 }· >[ }• =[ Yl ·}X Z+\ ~ ] /ZU eidenai A) XZ[ 5W savoir). 

2WZ }QWZX >=[ 7 }· >[ }• =[ Y =K ] ZXK}[ \ / \ 5_◊\ =[ Q\ [ 5Z • =QW \ [ }z!Z5QU }·QZ[ 
\ ] ZXK}[ AI- >[ }• , QWZ[ K • Z//Iw I- W\ &Z >[ }• [ ; ◊K\ [ ·}X ~ \ [ < <Z\ XKILa 
-[ f XZZ> QWZ • }X7 ·}X QW=K =K gignoskein A) XZ[ 5W connaitre ), 1 \ [ 7 =[ ( [ Y/=KW 
}[ Z 5\ [ 5\ // QW=K >=[ 7 }· >[ }• /Z7YZ I\ 5_◊\ =[ Q\ [ 5ZaI 2WZ 5}XXZK] }[ 7=[ Y 
f XZZ> [ }◊[ =K gnosis. If, ·}X Z+\ ~ ] /ZU Q• } ] Z}] /Z W\ &Z zZZ[ =[ QX}7◊5Z7 Q} 
}[ Z \ [ }QWZXU Z\ 5W }[ Z 5\ [ 5/\ =~ Q} W\ &Z gnosis }X \ 5_◊\ =[ Q\ [ 5Z }· QWZ 
}QWZXa -· }[ Z =K =[ QX}7◊5Z7 Q} Y}7U }[ Z W\ K gnosis }· Y}7a 2WZ \ [ 5=Z[ Q 
Y[ }KQ=5K 7ZK5X=zZ7 K\ /&\ Q=}[ \ K \ >=[ 7 }· gnosis }X \ 5_◊\ =[ Q\ [ 5ZU \ [ 7 QWZ 
◊/Q=~ \ QZ }z!Z5Q }· QW\ Q \ 5_◊\ =[ Q\ [ 5Z • \ K [ }QW=[ Y /ZKK QW\ [ Y}7a 

0 Z\ 7ZXK KW}◊/7 [ }QZ QW\ Q =[ QW=K z}}> QWZ ( [ Y/=KW • }X7 I\ 5_◊\ =[ Q\ [ 5ZI 
\ /• \ <K QX\[ K/\ QZK gnosis }X =QK Z_◊=&\ /Z[ Q =[ k }] Q=5 }X M\ Q=[ a 

Sectarian features in gnostic literature 

; }5=\ / =[ ·}X~ \ Q=}[ \ z}◊Q QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K =K &ZX< W\ X7 Q} 5}~ Z z<a G }KQ }· 
QWZ \ [ 5=Z[ Q Y[ }KQ=5 /=QZX\Q◊XZ 5}[ K=KQK }· I] KZ◊7Z] =YX\ ] W\ IlQW\ Q =KU • }X>K 
\ QQX=z◊QZ7 Q} QWZ \ ◊QW}X=Q< }· \ XZK] Z5QZ7 ·=Y◊XZ }· QWZ ] \ KQ K◊5W \ K , 7\ ~ U 
; ZQWU }X B}W[ QWZ \ ] }KQ/Zw QW=K /=QZX\X< 5}[ &Z[ Q=}[ 7}ZK [ }Q /Z\ &Z ~ ◊5W 
X}}~ ·}X 7=XZ5Q 7ZK5X=] Q=}[ }· KZ5Q\ X=\ [ \ 5Q=&=Q=ZKa 2WZ }QWZX XZ5}X7K \ XZ 
zX=Z· \ [ 7 z=\ KZ7 7ZK5X=] Q=}[ K }· Y[ }KQ=5 QZ\ 5W=[ Y \ [ 7 ] X\5Q=5Z /Z·Q z< k WX=KQ=\ [ 
}] ] }[ Z[ QKw QWZKZ Y=&Z ~ ◊5W /ZKK 7\ Q\ QW\ [ \ W=KQ}X=\ [ \ [ 7 K}5=}/}Y=KQ [ ZZ7Ka 

J Z&ZXQWZ/ZKKU \ [ }zKZX&ZX 5\ [ ·=[ 7 =[ Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ 5ZXQ\ =[ ·Z\ Q◊XZK 
QW\ Q \ XZ Q<] =5\ //< KZ5Q\ X=\ [ U QW◊K WZ/] =[ Y Q} 5}[ ·=X~ QWZ 5}WZK=&Z[ ZKK }· QWZ 
Y[ }KQ=5K \ K \ YX}◊] a ) =XKQU \ complex and distinctive myth of origins X◊[ K 
QWX}◊YW}◊Q QWZ K◊X&=&=[ Y XZ5}X7Ka -Q =K QWZ 7=KQ=[ Y◊=KW=[ Y ~ \ X> }· Y[ }KQ=5 
/=QZX\Q◊XZw • =QW}◊Q =QU 5/\ KK=5 Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ 5}◊/7 [ }Q zZ XZ5}Y[ =»Z7a 
; Z5}[ 7U QW=K ~ <QW Z+] XZKKZK \ strong sense of group identity, • W=5W =K 
z\ 5>Z7 ◊] z}QW z< YZ[ Z\ /}Y=ZK \ [ 7 z< ] K<5W}/}Y=5\ / \ [ \ /<K=K }· W◊~ \ [ =Q<U 
• =QW QWZ 5}[ 5/◊K=}[ QW\ Q QWZXZ \ XZ Q• } ZKKZ[ Q=\ / Q<] ZK }· W◊~ \ [ zZ=[ YU 
Y[ }KQ=5 \ [ 7 [ }[ lY[ }KQ=5a , /}[ Y • =QW QW=K Y}ZK }&ZXQ W}KQ=/=Q< Q} QWZ [ }[ ­ 
Y[ }KQ=5 ] }] ◊/\ Q=}[ U \ [ 7 QWZ ] XZ7=5Q=}[ }· QWZ=X ◊/Q=~ \ QZ 7\ ~ [ \ Q=}[ \ [ 7 
7ZKQX◊5Q=}[ a 2W=X7U QWZ XZ5}X7K }·QZ[ ◊KZ \ special jargon or in-group 

1 F X7=[ \ X< /\ [ Y◊\ YZ =K [ }Q \ X=Y=7 K<KQZ~ a }· 5}◊XKZa \ [ 7 QW◊K =[ [ \ Q◊X\/ ◊K\ YZ QWZ 7=KQ=[ 5Q=}[ zZQ• ZZ[ QWZ 
Q• } >=[ 7K }· >[ }• /Z7YZ =K K}~ ZQ=~ ZK z/◊XXZ7a 
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XZ5\ //Z7 k }] Q=5 berber, Iz}=/=[ Y }&ZXa }&ZX·/}• I (a ~ \ K5◊/=[ Z [ }◊[ La 
CIk X\·QK~ \ [ aCC I7ZX[=◊XYZI Af XZZ> demiourgosi, =K 1/\ Q}CK ~ ZQ\ ] W}X=5\ / QZX~ ·}X QWZ ~ \ >ZX }· QWZ 

◊[ =&ZXKZ =[ W=K ~ <QW=5 \ 55}◊[ Q }· QWZ • }X/7CK 5XZ\ Q=}[ Z[ Q=Q/Z7 Timaeus. ( 7◊5\ QZ7 XZ\ 7ZXK }· Y[ }KQ=5 
K5X=] Q◊XZ =[ QWZ KZ5}[ 7 \ [ 7 QW=X7 5Z[ Q◊X=ZK , }a • }◊/7 K◊XZ/< W\ &Z 5}~ ] \ XZ7 /\ /7\ z\ }QW • =QW QWZ 5X\·QK~ \ [ 
}· QWZ Timaeus. 
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-\ /7\ z\ }QWa 2W=K ] \ XQ }· QWZ ~ <QW =K 5/Z\ X/< ~ }7Z/Z7 }[ 1/\ Q}CK ~ <QW }· 
5XZ\ Q=}[ U ·}◊[ 7 =[ QWZ Timaeus. -\ /7\ z\ }QW QWZ 5X\·QK~ \ [ ~ \ >ZK \ ◊[ =&ZXKZ 
}◊Q }· ~ \ QQZXU 5}] <=[ Y ] \ QQZX[K ] X}&=7Z7 z< QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / ◊[ =&ZXKZa -Q =K \ [ 
Z/\ z}X\QZ KQX◊5Q◊XZ }· ~ \ QZX=\ / \ Z}[ K AXZ\ /~ KLU =aZa ] /\ [ ZQKU KQ\ XKU \ [ 7 
WZ\ &Z[ /< K] WZXZKU ] }] ◊/\ QZ7 z< QWZ 5X\·QK~ \ [CK }··K] X=[ YU • W=5W \ XZ 5\ //Z7 
IX◊/ZXKUI I\ ◊QW}X=Q=ZKUI I] }• ZXKUI I7Z~ }[ KUI I\ [ YZ/KUI ZQ5a 

1/\ Q}CK Timaeus W\ 7 \ /XZ\ 7< Z+ZXQZ7 \ [ =[ ·/◊Z[ 5Z }[ : Z//Z[ =KQ=5 BZ• =KW 
] W=/}K}] W< • WZ[ 1W=/} B◊7\ Z◊K }· , /Z+\ [ 7X=\ A5\ a ni v akal5\ a , ay a ot L \ [ 7 
W=K 5}//Z\ Y◊ZK QX=Z7 Q} KW}• QW\ Q QWZ Timaeus K\ =7 K◊zKQ\ [ Q=\ //< QWZ K\ ~ Z 
QW=[ Y \ K QWZ }] Z[ =[ Y 5W\ ] QZXK }· f Z[ ZK=Kw QW=K 5\ [ zZ KZZ[ =[ 1W=/}K QXZ\ Q=KZ 
On the Creation of the World. ; ◊5W \ 55}~ ] /=KW~ Z[ QK ~ \ < W\ &Z ] \ &Z7 QWZ 
• \ < ·}X Y[ }KQ=5 k WX=KQ=\ [ QWZ}/}Y=\ [ KU K=[ 5Z Z\ X/< k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q< Q}}> ~ \ [ < 
}· =QK 5◊ZK ·X}~ : Z//Z[ =KQ=5 B◊7\ =K~ a 2WZ 5}[ 5Z] Q }· \ [ =[ QZX~ Z7=\ QZ 
I5X\·QK~ \ [ I 5\ [ \ /K} zZ KZZ[ U \ Q K}~ Z XZ~ }&Z ·X}~ 1/\ Q}U =[ QWZ k WX=KQ=\ [ 
QWZ}/}Y< }· QWZ M}Y}KU }X V }X7h I2WZ V }X7 aaa • \ K =[ QWZ zZY=[ [ =[ Y • =QW 
Y}7w \ // QW=[ YK • ZXZ ~ \ 7Z QWX}◊YW =QI (Jn /h clnLa 

-[ 1/\ Q}CK Timaeus, Z\ 5W }· QWZ 5}K~ =5 5X\·QK~ \ [CK 5XZ\ Q=}[ K =K \ 5}] < 
}· K}~ Z ] ZX·Z5Q ] \ QQZX[ QW\ Q Z+=KQK =[ QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / XZ\ /~ a , // QWZ 5}] =ZK \ XZ 
\ K Y}}7 \ K QWZ< ] }KK=z/< 5\ [ zZU Y=&Z[ QWZ XZK=KQ\ [ 5Z }· QWZ • }X>=[ Y ~ \ QZX=\ /U 
·}X QWZ 5X\·QK~ \ [ • }X>K Q} QWZ &ZX< zZKQ }· W=K \ z=/=Q<a v ◊Q =[ 5}[ QX\KQU 
-\ /7\ z\ }QWU QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 5X\·QK~ \ [ }· QWZ • }X/7lQW}◊YW [ }Q Z+\ 5Q/< \ 
] X=[ 5=] /Z }· ] ◊XZ Z&=/l=K ~ }X\//< \ ~ z=&\ /Z[ QU ·}X QW}◊YW WZ /}&ZK QWZ Y}}7 
WZ =K ·\ Q\ //< ·/\ • Z7 z< =Y[ }X\[ 5Z \ [ 7 KZ/·l5Z[ QZXZ7[ ZKKa 2W◊KU ·}X Z+\ ~ ] /ZU 
WZ XZ5}Y[ =»ZK QWZ Y}}7[ ZKK }· QWZ ] \ QQZX[K =[ QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / XZ\ /~ \ [ 7 ·ZZ/K 
\ [ \ Q◊X\/ \ QQX\5Q=}[ Q}• \ X7 QWZ~ w z◊Q QW=K \ QQX\5Q=}[ =K \ /K} Z+] ZX=Z[ 5Z7 \ K 
\ [ =Y[ }X\[ QU KZ/·=KWU ZX}Q=5 /◊KQ Q} ] }KKZKK QWZ 7=&=[ ZU Z&Z[ Q} X\] Z =Q A5·a 0 0 
ueh cu·La -\ /7\ z\ }QW \ [ 7 W=K ·Z//}• WZ\ &Z[ /< IX◊/ZXKI \ XZ ] }KKZKK=&Z \ [ 7 
\ XX}Y\ [ Q \ [ 7 QX< Q} 7}~ =[ \ QZ \ // W◊~ \ [ \ ··\ =XKw QWZ=X 7ZK=XZ ·}X 7}~ =[ \ Q=}[ 
/Z\ 7K QWZ~ Q} 5XZ\ QZ W◊~ \ [ KZ+◊\ / /◊KQ \ [ 7 QWZ z}[ 7 }· 7ZKQ=[ < A5}[ QX}/ z< 
QWZ KQ\ XKLU z< • W=5W QWZ< =[ QZ[ 7 Q} Z[ K/\ &Z W◊~ \ [ =Q<a 

V W< KW}◊/7 -\ /7\ z\ }QWU QWZ 5XZ\ Q}X }· }◊X • }X/7U zZ K} ·\ Q\ //< =~ ] ZX·Z5Q. 
2WZ 5\ ◊KZ }· W=K =~ ] ZX·Z5Q=}[ =[ QWZ ~ <QW • \ K \ ] }=[ Q }· 5}[ Q=[ ◊=[ Y 
K] Z5◊/\ Q=}[ \ [ 7 7=··=5◊/Q<U \ [ 7 QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K Z+] /\ =[ Z7 =Q =[ &\ X=}◊K • \ <Ka -[ 
~ }KQ \ 55}◊[ QK QW=K =~ ] ZX·Z5Q=}[ =K ] \ X\//Z/Z7 z< \ ] XZ&=}◊K /◊KQ·◊/ \ 5Q }X 
Z~ }Q=}[ }[ QWZ ] \ XQ }· QWZ 5XZ\ Q}XCK ~ }QWZXU • =K7}~ U QWZ /}• ZKQ \ Z}[ =[ 
QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / ◊[ =&ZXKZa , Q QWZ &ZX< /Z\ KQU QWZ[ U -\ /7\ z\ }QWK /◊KQ·◊/ KZ/·=KW[ ZKK 
=K \ ·\ ~ =/< QX\=QU =[ WZX=QZ7 ·X}~ W=K ~ }QWZXa 

2WZ Y[ }KQ=5KC 5X\·QK~ \ [ }X 5}K~ =5 5XZ\ Q}X =K QW◊K 7=KQ=[ 5Q ·X}~ Y}7 QWZ 
◊/Q=~ \ QZ ·=XKQ ] X=[ 5=] /ZU !◊KQ \ K 1/\ Q}CK 5X\·QK~ \ [ =K \ [ =[ QZX~ Z7=\ QZ zZ=[ Y 
zZQ• ZZ[ QWZ W=YWZKQ ] X=[ 5=] /Z \ [ 7 }◊X • }X/7a ; ◊5W \ 7=KQ=[ 5Q=}[ W\ 7 \ /XZ\ 7< 
zZZ[ ~ \ 7Z z}QW z< 1W=/} B◊7\ Z◊K \ [ 7 =[ QWZ f }K] Z/ }· B}W[ U • WZXZ IY}7 
QWZ ·\ QWZXI AQWZ ·=XKQ ] X=[ 5=] /ZLU QWZ Y}7 }· -KX\Z/U =K 7=KQ=[ Y◊=KWZ7 ·X}~ W=K 
}··K] X=[ Y QWZ I}[ /< zZY}QQZ[ K}[ UI }X M}Y}KU }X V }X7U }[ QWZ }[ Z W\ [ 7U 
\ [ 7 ·X}~ }◊XKZ/&ZK }[ QWZ }QWZXa v ◊QU ◊[ /=>Z QWZ \ ◊QW}X }· QWZ f }K] Z/ }· 
B}W[ U QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K 7=7 [ }Q =7Z[ Q=·< QWZ Y}7 }· -KX\Z/ • =QW QWZ ·=XKQ ] X=[ 5=] /Za 
0 \ QWZXU QWZ Y}7 }· -KX\Z/ • \ K Z_◊\ QZ7 Z=QWZX • =QW -\ /7\ z\ }QW QWZ =~ ] ZX·Z5Q 
5X\·QK~ \ [ U }X • =QW -\ /7\ z\ }QW CK ·=XKQlz}X[ }··K] X=[ Y ; \ z\ }QWa 

16 17 :- ; 2F 0 -k , M -J 20 F y 9 k 2-F J 

, 5Q : -h 2WZ 5XZ\ Q=}[ }· , 7\ ~ U ( &ZU \ [ 7 QWZ=X 5W=/7XZ[ 

2WZ XZKQ }· QWZ ~ <QW 5}[ 5ZX[K QWZ Z··}XQK }· • =K7}~ U \ =7Z7 z< W=YWZX 
\ Z}[ K }· QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / ◊[ =&ZXKZU Q} XZY\ =[ QWZ KQ}/Z[ ] }• ZXa , /QW}◊YW 
-\ /7\ z\ }QW =K /◊XZ7 =[ Q} K◊XXZ[ 7ZX=[ Y =QU =[ QWZ ] X}5ZKK , 7\ ~ \ [ 7 QWZ[ \ 
W◊~ \ [ X\5Z \ XZ 5XZ\ QZ7w \ [ 7 QWZ KQ}/Z[ ] }• ZX zZ5}~ ZK 7=K] ZXKZ7 =[ 
K◊55ZKK=&Z YZ[ ZX\Q=}[ KU • W}~ -\ /7\ z\ }QW CK }··K] X=[ Y Z[ K/\ &Z z< 5XZ\ Q=[ Y 
7ZKQ=[ < \ [ 7 \ ~ \ /Z&}/Z[ Q K] =X=Q }· 7Z5Z] Q=}[ a 2WZ ] /}Q }· QW=K \ 5Q }· QWZ 
7X\~ \ 5/}KZ/< ·}//}• K f Z[ ZK=K cloU z◊Q • =QW QWZ Z+QZ[ K=&Z XZ=[ QZX]XZQ\ Q=}[ K 
[ Z5ZKK\ X< Q} ~ \ >Z QWZ \ 5QK }· QWZ 5XZ\ Q}X =[ Q} \ 5Q=}[ K }· \ [ =~ ] ZX·Z5Q 
5X\·QK~ \ [ a ) X}~ ; ZQW K] X=[ YK \ X\5Z }· ] Z}] /Z =[ • W}~ QWZ 7=K] ZXKZ7 ] }• ZX 
XZK=7ZK Q} QW=K 7\ <h QWZKZ \ XZ QWZ Y[ }KQ=5KU \ [ 7 Q} QWZ Z+QZ[ Q QW\ Q QWZ ~ <QW 
5}[ 5ZX[K QWZKZ ] Z}] /Z =Q =K \ ~ <QW }· QWZ=X }X=Y=[ Ka 

, 5Q -j h 2WZ K◊zKZ_◊Z[ Q W=KQ}X< }· QWZ W◊~ \ [ X\ 5Z 

-[ Y[ }KQ=5 Z<ZK QWZ ·=[ \ / \ 5Q }· QWZ 7X\~ \ =K KQ=// =[ ] X}YXZKKa , WZ\ &Z[ /< 
K\ &=}X W\ K zZZ[ KZ[ Q Q} I\ • \ >Z[ I Y[ }KQ=5 W◊~ \ [ =Q<U Q} Y=&Z QWZ~ \ 5_◊\ =[ Q­ 
\ [ 5Z tgnosis) • =QW QWZ~ KZ/&ZK \ [ 7 Y}7U Q} ·XZZ QWZ=X K}◊/K ·X}~ 7ZKQ=[ < \ [ 7 
·X}~ z}[ 7\ YZ Q} QWZ ~ \ QZX=\ / z}7<U \ [ 7 Q} QZ\ 5W QWZ~ W}• Q} ZK5\ ] Z QWZ 
=[ ·/◊Z[ 5Z }· QWZ ~ \ /Z&}/Z[ Q X◊/ZXKa 2} 5}◊[ QZX\5Q QWZ Z&=/ K] =X=Q }· QWZKZ 
X◊/ZXKU \ Y}}7 K] =X=Q W\ K zZZ[ zZKQ}• Z7 ◊] }[ QWZ Y[ }KQ=5Ka , 55}X7=[ Y \ K 
Z\ 5W K}◊/ XZK] }[ 7K \ [ 7 Y\ =[ K \ 5_◊\ =[ Q\ [ 5ZU =Q Z=QWZX ZK5\ ] ZK \ [ 7 XZQ◊X[K Q} 
Y}7 }X zZ5}~ ZK XZ=[ 5\ X[\ QZ =[ \ [ }QWZX z}7<w \ K] Z5=\ / IZQZX[\ / ] ◊[ =KW~ Z[ QI 
=K XZKZX&Z7 ·}X \ ] }KQ\ QZK ·X}~ QWZ KZ5Qa 

; }~ Z &ZXK=}[ K }· QW=K ·=[ \ / \ 5Q }· QWZ ~ <QW \ XZ XZKQX=5QZ7 Q} YZ[ ZX\/ 
QWZ}/}Y=5\ / =KK◊ZK \ [ 7 K] Z\ > }· QWZ ·=[ \ / \ 7&Z[ Q }· \ K\ &=}X • =QW}◊Q W=KQ}X=5\ / 
7ZQ\ =/Ka FQWZXK 7• Z// }[ \ ·◊Q◊X=KQ=5 7ZK5X=] Q=}[ }· QWZ ·=[ \ / 7ZKQX◊5Q=}[ }· 
QWZ Z&=/ X◊/ZXK \ [ 7 }· 7Z\ QWU QW◊K Z~ ] W\ K=»=[ Y QWZ XZK◊/Q }· QWZ K\ &=}XCK 
\ 7&Z[ Qa ; Q=// }QWZX &ZXK=}[ K XZ·ZX Q} Z&Z[ QK =[ z=z/=5\ / W=KQ}X< QW\ Q [ }[ ­ 
Y[ }KQ=5 k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q< K\ • \ K ] \ XQK }· QWZ z\ 5>YX}◊[ 7 }· QWZ =[ 5\ X[\ Q=}[ AJ }\ W 
\ [ 7 QWZ ·/}}7U YZ[ Z\ /}Y=ZK }· W◊~ \ [ >=[ 7U QWZ ] X}] WZQK }· -KX\Z/U B}W[ QWZ 
v \ ] Q=KQL \ [ 7 Y} }[ Q} K] Z\ > }· BZK◊K }· J \ »\ XZQWU W=K 5X◊5=·=+=}[ U W=K 
XZK◊XXZ5Q=}[ U \ [ 7 W=K ] }KQlXZK◊XXZ5Q=}[ QZ\ 5W=[ YKU }X W=K \ K5Z[ K=}[ a BZK◊KC 
K] Z5=\ / X}/Z =[ QWZKZ &ZXK=}[ K XZK◊/QK ·X}~ W=K zZ=[ Y QWZ =[ 5\ X[\ Q=}[ }· \ 
] XZZ+=KQZ[ Q k WX=KQU \ ] XZZ+=KQZ[ Q V }X7U \ ] XZZ+=KQZ[ Q ; ZQWU }X v\ XzZ/}a 

f [ }KQ=5 in-group language (religious jargon) 

, [ < ~ }7ZX[ XZ\ 7ZXU [ } ~ \ QQZX W}• • Z// =[ ·}X~ Z7U • =// zZ KQX◊5> z< QWZ 
}zK5◊X=Q< }· ~ \ [ < [ \ ~ ZK \ [ 7 ] WX\KZK QW\ Q }55◊X =[ QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QWa ) }X 
QWZ ~ }KQ ] \ XQU QW=K }zK5◊X=Q< =K [ }Q \ ~ \ X> }· }◊X 7=KQ\ [ 5Z ·X}~ 5/\ KK=5\ / 
\ [ Q=_◊=Q< z◊Q X\QWZX \ ·◊[ 5Q=}[ }· QWZ ZK}QZX=5 5W\ X\5QZX }· Y[ }KQ=5 /=·Z =[ \ 
5/}KZ7U \ [ 7 K}~ ZQ=~ ZK ] ZXKZ5◊QZ7U XZ/=Y=}◊K KZ5Q QW\ Q • \ K 7Z·=\ [ Q/< K◊XZ }· 
=QK K◊] ZX=}X=Q< Q} QWZ XZKQ }· W◊~ \ [ =Q<a 

-[ QWZ=X ~ <QW=5 Q\ /ZK the gnostics 7} [ }Q XZ·ZX Q} QWZ~ KZ/&ZKU QWZ=X 
\ [ 5ZKQ}XKU }X QWZ=X K] =X=Q◊\ / ] X}Q}Q<] ZK \ K IY[ }KQ=5KaI -[ KQZ\ 7 QWZ< \ XZ IQWZ 
}··K] X=[ Y AKZZ7U ] }KQZX=Q<U X\5ZL }· ; ZQWI }X IQWZ }··K] X=[ Y }· QWZ /=YWQIw 
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IQWZ ] ZX·Z5Q X\5ZUI IQWZ ◊[ 7}~ =[ \ QZ7 X\5ZUI }X IQWZ =~ ~ }&\ z/Z X\5ZIw }XU 
Z&Z[ ~ }XZ }zK5◊XZ/<U I2W}KZ 1Z}] /ZaI 

2WZ=X QX◊Z W}~ ZU the spiritual universe, =K IQWZ /=YWQUI IQWZ ·◊//[ ZKKUI 
QWZ=X IX}}QaI -Q =K ] }] ◊/\ QZ7 z< I\ Z}[ KUI \ /K} >[ }• [ \ K IZQZX[\ /KUI IYXZ\ Q 
ZQZX[\ /KUI IYXZ\ Q ZQZX[\ / \ Z}[ KUI I=[ 5}XX◊] Q=z/Z zZ=[ YKUI }X I=~ ~ }XQ\ /KI 
A\ // }· • W=5W \ XZ Z_◊=&\ /Z[ Q QZX~ KLa 2WZ Z[ Q=XZ K<KQZ~ }· QWZ \ Z}[ K QW\ Q \ XZ 
/}• ZX QW\ [ QWZ KZ5}[ 7 ] X=[ 5=] /Z =K IQWZ Z[ Q=XZQ<UI }XU ~ }XZ }zK5◊XZ/<U I\ // 
QWZKZUI =aZa I\ // QWZKZ K] =X=Q◊\ / zZ=[ YKaI 2W=K K<KQZ~ =K \ YX\7Z7 W=ZX\X5W< 
}· zZ=[ YKU Z\ 5W KQZ] }· • W=5W =K \ IKW\ 7}• I }X =~ \ YZ }· QWZ }[ Z \ z}&Z =Qa 
Entities in the spiritual universe \ XZ =7Z[ Q=·=Z7 z< QWZ Z] =QWZQK IZQZX[\ /UI 

IYXZ\ QUI I/=&=[ YUI I/◊~ =[ }◊KUI I~ \ /ZUI I~ \ K5◊/=[ ZUI }Xa ~ }XZ }zK5◊XZ/<U 
z< QWZ • }X7K I2W\ QI A] /◊X\/ I2W}KZIL \ [ 7 I}QWZXaI 2WZ Z] =QWZQ I}QWZXI 
AI·}XZ=Y[ UI I\ /=Z[ IL =K z\ KZ7 }[ f [ ohgt A=[ f XZZ>L 7ZK5X=z=[ Y QWZlz=XQW }· 
; ZQWU If }7 W\ K X\=KZ7 ◊] Q} ~ Z K}~ Z other KZZ7UI • W=/Z QWZ ~ <KQ=·<=[ Y 
I2W\ QI W\ 7 \ /XZ\ 7< zZZ[ ◊KZ7 z< ZK}QZX=5 5=X5/ZK A1<QW\ Y}XZ\ [ KL =[ f XZZ> 
] W=/}K}] W<a 

2WZXZ =K [ } ·=+Z7 QZX~ =[ }/}Y< ·}X 7ZK5X=z=[ Y non-gnostic humanity, z◊Q 
QWZ demonic heavenly enemies }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K \ XZ 5\ //Z7 z< QX\7=Q=}[ \ / 
[ \ ~ ZKlIX◊/ZXKUI I] }• ZXKUI I\ ◊QW}X=Q=ZKUI IzX=Y\ [ 7KCQ"l ~ }KQ }· • W=5WU 
=[ 5=7Z[ Q\ //<U \ XZ \ /K} >[ }• [ ·X}~ QWZ /ZQQZXK =[ QWZ J Z• 2ZKQ\ ~ Z[ Q • X=QQZ[ 
z< 1\ ◊/ }X \ QQX=z◊QZ7 Q} 1\ ◊/a 2WZ material universe =K IQWZ 7\ X>[ ZKKUI !◊KQ 
\ K QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / ◊[ =&ZXKZ =K IQWZ /=YWQaI -[ QWZ /\ [ Y◊\ YZ }· }[ Z Y[ }KQ=5 QZ+Q 
A0 0 eohuLU QWZ Q• } 7}~ \ =[ K \ XZ 7=&=7Z7 ·X}~ }[ Z \ [ }QWZX z< \ I&Z=/aI 

f [ }KQ=5 7ZK5X=] Q=}[ }· QWZ 5}~ ] }[ Z[ QK }· QWZ W◊~ \ [ zZ=[ Y =K K=~ ] /Z \ [ 7 
7Z] Z[ 7K }[ 5}~ ~ }[ 1/\ Q}[ =»=[ Y 5/=5WZKa 2WZ z}7< =K \ Iz}[ 7UI Iz}[ 7\ YZUI 
I·ZQQZXUI }X I] X=K}[ I }· QWZ K}◊/a 2WZ QX◊Z ] ZXK}[ =K QWZ K}◊/U \ [ 7 QWZ z}7< 
=K ~ ZXZ/< \ IY\ X~ Z[ QI QW\ Q • Z ~ ◊KQ I] ◊Q }[ I \ [ 7 I• Z\ XIw 5}~ ] \ XZ7 Q} 
QWZ &=Q\ /=Q< }· QWZ K}◊/U QWZ z}7< =K \ I5}X] KZaI 2WZ XZ\ /~ }· ~ \ QQZXU Q} 
• W=5W QWZ z}7< zZ/}[ YK \ [ 7 Q} • W=5W =Q • =// XZQ◊X[U =K IKW\ 7}• UI \ I5\ &ZUI 
\ XZ\ /~ }· IK/ZZ] aI -Q =K I·Z~ \ /ZI \ [ 7 I·Z~ =[ =[ =Q<Il ·}XU \ 55}X7=[ Y Q} \ 
] W=/}K}] W=5\ / 5/=5WZU KW\ ] ZlY=&=[ Y ·}X~ =K 5\ //Z7 =[ f XZZ> I~ \ /ZUI • W=/Z 
] \ KK=&Z 5}[ KQ=Q◊Z[ Q ~ \ QQZX =K I·Z~ \ /ZaI V W\ Q 7=KQ=[ Y◊=KWZK QWZ K\ &Z7 W◊~ \ [ 
zZ=[ Y ·X}~ QWZ [ }[ lK\ &Z7 =K QWZ ] XZKZ[ 5Z \ [ 7 \ 5Q=&=Q< }· QWZ Y}}7 K] =X=Q 
AIW}/< K] =X=QUI IK] =X=Q }· /=·ZIL \ [ 7 QWZ K\ &Z7 ] ZXK}[CK XZ[ ◊[ 5=\ Q=}[ }· 
7Z5Z] Q=}[ K WZ/7 }◊Q z< QWZ X◊/ZXKC I5}◊[ QZX·Z=Q K] =X=QaI 2WZ ~ \ X> }· QW=K 
XZ[ ◊[ 5=\ Q=}[ =K \ /=·Z }· \ K5ZQ=5=K~ \ [ 7 5}[ QZ~ ] /\ Q=}[ a 2WZ 5\ ] \ 5=Q< ·}X 
gnosis \ [ 7 K\ /&\ Q=}[ • =QW=[ \ Y[ }KQ=5 =K \ ·◊[ 5Q=}[ }· QWZ =[ WZX=QZ7 I] }• ZXI 
}X IY/}X<I QX\[ K~ =QQZ7 z< QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 IX\ 5Z&"l [ }QW=[ Y /ZKK QW\ [ \ ·X\ Y~ Z[ Q 
}· QWZ I] }• ZXI QW\ Q QWZ 5X\·QK~ \ [ -\ /7\ z\ }QW KQ}/Z ·X}~ W=K ~ }QWZXU • =K7}~ U 
\ Q QWZ ~ }~ Z[ Q }· W=K z=XQWa -Q =K [ }Q z< \ 55=7Z[ Q QW\ Q I] }• ZXI \ [ 7 IY/}X<I 
\ XZ \ /K} 7ZK5X=] Q=}[ K }· v \ XzZ/}U QWZ KZ5}[ 7 ] X=[ 5=] /ZU ·}X QWZ< \ XZ Z] =QWZQK 
QW\ Q 5W\ X\5QZX=»Z QWZ Z[ Q=XZ K] =X=Q◊\ / ◊[ =&ZXKZ K} ·\ X \ K =Q 5\ [ zZ >[ }• [ }X 
7ZK5X=zZ7a 

J \ ~ ZK }· 5W\ X\ 5QZXK =[ QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QW 

, ] \ XQ ·X}~ QW=K • Zz }· KZ5Q\ X=\ [ /\ [ Y◊\ YZU Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ =K KW}Q QWX}◊YW 
• =QW QWZ }zK5◊XZ [ \ ~ ZK }· KQ}5> ~ <QW=5 5W\ X\ 5QZXK"l v \ XzZ/}a f ZX\7\ ~ \ K 
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}X , 7\ ~ \ KU I/◊~ =[ \ X=ZKUI -\ /7\ z\ }QWU ZQ5a -[ QWZ =[ QX}7◊5Q=}[ Q} Z\ 5W 
=[ 7=&=7◊\ / • }X>U K◊5W }· QWZKZ [ \ ~ ZK \ K }55◊X \ XZ 5\ Q\ /}Y◊Z7w QWZ< \ XZ \ /K} 
5}~ ~ Z[ QZ7 }[ =[ QWZ \ [ [ }Q\ Q=}[ Ka 

2WZ K] Z//=[ Y }· QWZKZ ~ <QW=5 [ \ ~ ZK =[ \ [ 5=Z[ Q ~ \ [ ◊K5X=] QK KW}• K 5}[ K=7­ 
ZX\ z/Z &\ X=\ Q=}[l [ }Q }[ /< ·X}~ • }X> Q} • }X>U z◊Q Z&Z[ ·X}~ ] /\ 5Z Q} ] /\ 5Z 
• =QW=[ }[ Z • }X>a 2W=K &\ X=\ Q=}[ W\ K zZZ[ XZQ\ =[ Z7 =[ QWZ ( [ Y/=KW QX\[ K/\ Q=}[ a 
: }• Z&ZXU =Q W\ K [ } }z&=}◊K K=Y[ =·=5\ [ 5Za 

2W◊Kh I, 7\ ~ \ KUI I, 7\ ~ \ UI If ZX\ 7\ ~ \ KIw Iy \ ◊Z=QW\ =UI Iy \ ◊Z=QWZ Ih 
I( /}\ =}KUI I( /}\ =} Ih I-\ /7\ z\ }QWaI I-\ /Q\ z\ }QWaI I, /7\ z\ }QWIw I-}Z/aI 
I-}◊Z/Iw IJ }XZ\ UI "Neria": IF X}=\ Z/aI IF X}=\ Z/Iw ZQ5a -[ KQ\ [ 5ZK }· K◊5W 
&\ X=\ Q=}[ • =// zZ }z&=}◊K Q} QWZ XZ\ 7ZX • W} >[ }• K Q} Z+] Z5Q QWZ~ a 

Gnostic baptism 

M=>Z }QWZX k WX=KQ=\ [ KU QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K /\ =7 YXZ\ Q KQXZKK }[ QWZ =~ ] }XQ\ [ 5Z }· 
z\ ] Q=K~ \ [ 7 ~ \ 7Z KQX}[ Y ◊KZ }· z\ ] Q=K~ \ / XWZQ}X=5 • WZ[ K] Z\ >=[ Y }· 
K\ /&\ Q=}[ a 2} !◊7YZ ·X}~ QWZ QZ+QKU Y[ }KQ=5 z\ ] Q=K~ ~ \ X>Z7 \ 7Z5=K=&Z KQZ] 
=[ QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / /=·Z }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5U =[ &}/&=[ Y XZ[ ◊[ 5=\ Q=}[ U =[ KQX◊5Q=}[ U 
/Z\ X[=[ YU \ [ 7 =[ =Q=\ Q=}[ =[ Q} \ [ Z• I>=[ KW=] I \ [ 7 \ [ Z• KQ\ QZ }· /=·Za 
0 Z5Z] Q=}[ }· Y[ }KQ=5 z\ ] Q=K~ • \ K 5/}KZ/< \ KK}5=\ QZ7 • =QW XZ5Z] Q=}[ }· gnosis 
\ [ 7 • \ K zZ/=Z&Z7 Q} Z[ \ z/Z QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 Q} }&ZX5}~ Z 7Z\ QWa 

j \ X=}◊K KQ\ YZK }· \ Y[ }KQ=5 z\ ] Q=K~ \ / 5ZXZ~ }[ < \ XZ Z[ ◊~ ZX\QZ7 =[ ) 2Wh 
QWZ 5\ [ 7=7\ QZ KQX=] K }·· I7\ X>[ ZKKUI ] ◊QK }[ \ X}zZ }· /=YWQU =K • \ KWZ7 =[ 
QWZ • \ QZXK }· /=·ZU XZ5Z=&ZK \ QWX}[ Z }· Y/}X< \ [ 7 =K Y/}X=·=Z7 • =QW Y/}X< }· 
IQWZ >=[ KW=] UI \ [ 7 ·=[ \ //< =K X\=KZ7 Q} IQWZ /◊~ =[ }◊K ] /\ 5Z }· aaa >=[ KW=] aI 
2WZ z\ ] Q=»Z7 =K \ /K} K\ =7 =[ ( Yf Q} ] ◊Q }[ QWZ [ \ ~ Z }· BZK◊KU \ [ 7 \ 55}X7=[ Y 
Q} v B[ gnosis =K XZ5Z=&Z7 • WZ[ QWZ K\ &=}X KZ\ /K QWZ 5\ [ 7=7\ QZ • =QW IQWZ 
/=YWQ }· QWZ • \ QZX }· QWZ ·=&Z KZ\ /KaI 2WZKZ ·=&Z KZ\ /K \ XZ ~ Z[ Q=}[ Z7 =[ ~ \ [ < 
] \ KK\ YZK }· Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ \ K W\ &=[ Y \ &ZX< =[ Q=~ \ QZ 5}[ [ Z5Q=}[ • =QW 
gnosis, z◊Q • W\ Q QWZ< 5}[ K=KQ }· =K [ Z&ZX 5/Z\ X/< Z+] /\ =[ Z7a ( Yf 5}[ 5/◊7ZK 
• =QW \ /Z[ YQW<U Z5KQ\ Q=5 z\ ] Q=K~ \ / =[ &}5\ Q=}[ ] XZK◊~ \ z/< K] }>Z[ z< \ 
XZ5=] =Z[ Q }· Y[ }KQ=5 z\ ] Q=K~ a 

6 ZQ 7ZK] =QZ QWZ =[ K=KQZ[ 5Z }[ z\ ] Q=K~ =[ Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZU QWZ XZ·ZXZ[ 5ZK 
Q} =Q \ XZ ] WX\KZ7 =[ Z+\ YYZX\QZ7 ] }ZQ=5 /\ [ Y◊\ YZU \ /• \ <K Y=&=[ Y QWZ =~ ] XZKK=}[ 
QW\ Q QWZ 5ZXZ~ }[ < Q\ >ZK ] /\ 5Z [ }Q }[ Z\ XQWU z◊Q }[ /< =[ QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / XZ\ /~ a 
) }X Z+\ ~ ] /ZU &\ X=}◊K \ Z}[ K >[ }• [ ·X}~ Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QW Q\ >Z \ /Z\ 7=[ Y X}/Z 
=[ QWZ 5ZXZ~ }[ <w QWZ K] =X=Q◊\ / z\ ] Q=K~ \ / • \ QZX =K Z&Z[ ~ <QW=5\ //< ] ZXK}[ =·=Z7U 
\ K \ XZ IQWZ ·=&Z KZ\ /KaI -Q ~ \ < KZX=}◊K/< zZ \ K>Z7U QWZ[ U • WZQWZX K◊5W 
XZ·ZXZ[ 5ZK Q} z\ ] Q=K~ \ XZ [ }Q ~ ZXZ ~ ZQ\ ] W}XU \ ~ <KQ=5\ / 7ZK5X=] Q=}[ }· 
K\ /&\ Q=}[ z< \ 5_◊\ =[ Q\ [ 5Z AK◊5W \ [ Z_◊\ Q=}[ =K Z+] /=5=Q/< ~ \ 7Z \ Q QWZ Z[ 7 
}· 0 , 7La V \ K QWZXZ \ /K} \ ] W<K=5\ / Y[ }KQ=5 X=QZ }· z\ ] Q=K~ U \ [ 7 =· K} • \ K =Q 
\ }[ 5Zl·}Xl\ // =[ =Q=\ Q=}[ =[ Q} QWZ [ Z• >=[ KW=] }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 5W◊X5W }X \ 
XZ] Z\ Q\ z/Z \ 5Q }· ~ <KQ=5\ / Z[ /=YWQZ[ ~ Z[ Q. V W\ Q • \ K =QK XZ/\ Q=}[ U =· \ [ <U Q} 
QW\ Q z\ ] Q=K~ \ /XZ\ 7< XZ5Z=&Z7 z< ~ Z~ zZXK }· QWZ [ }[ lY[ }KQ=5 5W◊X5W • W} 
QWZ[ 5}[ &ZXQZ7 Q} Y[ }KQ=5 k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q<. J } \ [ K• ZX Q} QWZKZ _◊ZKQ=}[ K =K 
Y=&Z[ z< QWZ K5X=] Q◊XZK QWZ~ KZ/&ZKU \ ] \ XQ ·X}~ K=/Z[ 5Za v ◊Q ; Qa ( ] =] W\ [ =◊KU 
\ W}KQ=/Zl \ [ 7 [ }Q ·◊//< XZ/=\ z/Zl ·}◊XQWl5Z[ Q◊X< }zKZX&ZX A( ] , LU XZ] }XQK 
QW\ Q QWZ , X5W}[ Q=5KU \ K◊z7=&=K=}[ }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5KU I5◊XKZ \ [ 7 XZ!Z5Q ?[ }[ l 
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Y[ }KQ=5x z\ ] Q=K~ U Z&Z[ QW}◊YW QWZXZ \ XZ K}~ Z \ ~ }[ Y QWZ~ • W} W\ &Z \ /XZ\ 7< 
zZZ[ z\ ] Q=»Z7 ?\ K }XQW}7}+ k WX=KQ=\ [ KxI zZ5\ ◊KZ z\ ] Q=K~ =K I\ /=Z[ \ [ 7 W\ K 
zZZ[ ZKQ\ z/=KWZ7 =[ QWZ [ \ ~ Z }· ; \ z\ }QWaI =aZa QWZ Y}7 }· -KX\Z/U • W} 
\ 55}X7=[ Y Q} QWZ , X5W}[ Q=5K =K QWZ K}[ }· ; \ Q\ [ a ) ◊XQWZX~ }XZU \ 55}X7=[ Y Q} 
; Qa ( ] =] W\ [ =◊KU QWZ , X5W}[ Q=5K zZ/=Z&Z QW\ Q • WZ[ QWZ K}◊/ =K K\ &Z7 =Q IYZQK 
gnosis \ [ 7 ·/ZZK z\ ] Q=K~ }· QWZ ?[ }[ lY[ }KQ=5x 5W◊X5WaI 

2WZ chronology of gnostic scripture 

-[ QWZ \ zKZ[ 5Z }· \ [ < W=KQ}X=5\ / =[ ·}X~ \ Q=}[ \ z}◊Q QWZ \ ◊QW}XK }· QWZ 
&\ X=}◊K • }X>K }· Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ \ [ 7 }· \ [ < ~ Z[ Q=}[ }· W=KQ}X=5\ / ·\ 5QK in_ 
QWZ QZ+QK QWZ~ KZ/&ZKU [ }QW=[ Y &ZX< ] XZ5=KZ 5\ [ zZ K\ =7 \ z}◊Q QWZ 7\ QZ }· 
QWZ=X 5}~ ] }K=Q=}[ a l 

2WZ latest possible dates \ XZ \ K ·}//}• Ka , &ZXK=}[ }· The Secret Book 
According to John KZZ~ K Q} zZ \ /XZ\ 7< >[ }• [ \ [ 7 K◊~ ~ \ X=»Z7 z< ; Qa 
-XZ[ \ Z◊K A/Xf LU • X=Q=[ Y \ z}◊Q , ay a cui a Zostrianos \ [ 7 The Foreigner \ XZ 
~ Z[ Q=}[ Z7 z< 1}X] W<X< (Porph) \ K zZ=[ Y \ ~ }[ Y QWZ • }X>K zX}◊YWQ Q} 
1/}Q=[ ◊KCK \ QQZ[ Q=}[ \ z}◊Q , ay a gt i a -Q =K • }XQW [ }Q=[ Y QW\ Q ·}◊X }QWZX • }X>K 
KW}• \ KQX=>=[ Y K=~ =/\ X=Q< Q} QWZKZ Q• } =[ ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / \ [ 7 ~ <QW=5 5}[ QZ[ Qh 
( Yf U 0 , 7U n2zU \ [ 7 ) 2Wa 2WZ XZ~ \ =[ =[ Y • }X>K 5\ [ [ }Q =[ \ [ < ~ \ KZ zZ /\ QZX 
QW\ [ QWZ 7\ QZ }· QWZ k }] Q=5 ~ \ [ ◊K5X=] QK =[ • W=5W QWZ< \ XZ 5}] =Z7U X}◊YW/< 
, ay a nt i U \ [ 7 Q=~ Z ~ ◊KQ \ /K} zZ K◊zQX\5QZ7 Q} \ //}• ·}X QWZ=X ] X=}X QX\[ K/\ Q=}[ 
·X}~ QWZ }X=Y=[ \ / f XZZ> =[ Q} k }] Q=5a a a 

2WZ earliest possible dates }· \ [ < }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 • }X>KU \ Q /Z\ KQ m QWZ=X 
] XZKZ[ Q ·}X~ U \ XZ /=~ =QZ7 }[ /< z< Q• } ·\ 5Q}XKa ) =XKQU [ }[ Z }· QWZ~ AZ~ 5~ ] Q 
] }KK=z/< 0 , 7 \ [ 7 2WL 5\ [ zZ Z\ X/=ZX QW\ [ QWZ ·=XKQ KZX=}◊EK Z··}XQK }· k W[ KQCa\ [ 
QWZ}/}Y=\ [ K Q} 5}~ Z Q} YX=] K • =QW 1/\ Q}[ =5 ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / ~ <QWU \ KK◊~ =[Y 
QW\ Q QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QW Z~ ZXYZ7 ·X}~ k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q<a ; Z5}[ 7U [ }[ Z }· QWZ~ 
AZ+5Z] Q 0 , 7 \ [ 7 2WU • W=5W \ XZ [ }Q ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / =[ 5W\ X\5QZCaL KZZ~ K Q} 
] XZK◊] ] }KZ ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / K] Z5◊/\ Q=}[ ~ }XZ \ 7&\ [ 5Z7 QW\ [ 1/}Q=[ ◊K . X /ZKK 
\ 7&\ [ 5Z7 QW\ [ 1W=/} B◊7\ Z◊KU K} QWZ< ] X}z\ z/< ·\ // [ }Q Q}} ·\ X }◊QK=7Z QWZ 
5WX}[ }/}Y=5\ / ·X\ ~ Z• }X> }· QW}KZ Q• } 1/\ Q}[ =KQKC 5\ XZZXKU 5\ a ci s.c. Q} , ay a 
gpi a v ◊Q =Q • }◊/7 zZ \ ~ =KQ\ >Z Q} K◊] ] }KZ QW\ Q QWZ 5WX}[ }/}Y=5\ / KZ_◊Z[ 5Z 
}· QWZKZ QZ+QK ~ ◊KQ 5}XXZK] }[ 7 Q} QWZ=X 7ZYXZZ }· ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / Z/\ z}X\Q=}[ 
=[ \ K] Z5QX◊~ ·X}~ 1W=/} Q} 1/}Q=[ ◊Ka a E 

-[ ·\ 5QU =Q =K XZ\ K}[ \ z/Z Q} Y◊ZKK QW\ Q QWZ 7\ QZK }· 5}~ ] }K=Q=}[ }· QWZ 
Y[ }KQ=5 • }X>K =[ 1\ XQ F [ Z Z+QZ[ 7 }&ZX \ /}[ Y ] ZX=}7 }· Q=~ Za ; }~ Z }· QWZ~ 
] X}z\ z/< 7\ QZ ·X}~ zZ·}XZ QWZ Z&}/◊Q=}[ }· j \ /Z[ Q=[ =\ [ =K~ A, ay a 5\ a 140), 
7ZK5X=zZ7 =[ 1\ XQK 2• } \ [ 7 2WXZZ }· The Gnostic Scriptures, \ [ 7 }QWZXK 
·X}~ \ ·QZX QW\ Q Q=~ Za M\ QZX Y[ }KQ=5 • }X>K ~ =YWQ Z&Z[ zZ =[ ·/◊Z[ 5Z7 z< 
j \ /Z[ Q=[ =\ [ =7Z\ Ka 

f [ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ • =QW}◊Q 7=KQ=[ 5Q=&Z k WX=KQ=\ [ ·Z\ Q◊XZK 

y =KQ=[ 5Q=&Z/< k WX=KQ=\ [ ·Z\ Q◊XZK \ ] ] Z\ X z}QW =[ 5/\ KK=5 Y[ }KQ=5 K5X=] Q◊XZ 
\ [ 7 =[ QWZ \ [ 5=Z[ Q K◊~ ~ \ X=ZK \ z}◊Q QWZ Y[ }KQ=5KU ~ \ >=[ Y =Q ◊[ 7Z[ =\ z/Z QW\ Q 
QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K • ZXZ \ KZ5Q }X ~ }&Z~ Z[ Q }· k WX=KQ=\ [ =Q<w \ [ 7 =[ QWZ 7=K5◊KK=}[ 
\ z}&Z QWZ< W\ &Z zZZ[ 5}[ K=7ZXZ7 }[ /< =[ QW=K \ K] Z5Qa 
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-[ \ ·\ =X [ ◊~ zZX }· Y[ }KQ=5 • }X>KU W}• Z&ZXU 7=KQ=[ 5Q=&Z k WX=KQ=\ [ ·Z\ Q◊XZK 
\ XZ 5}~ ] /ZQZ/< \ zKZ[ Q AKZZ 2\ z/Z nLa 2WZ=X \ zKZ[ 5Z W\ K 5\ ◊KZ7 ~ \ [ < K5W}/\ XK 
Q} X\=KZ QWZ _◊ZKQ=}[ • WZQWZX QWZ Y[ }KQ=5K ~ =YWQ W\ &Z ·=XKQU }X \ /K}U Z+=KQZ7 
\ K \ [ }[ lk WX=KQ=\ [ ~ }&Z~ Z[ Q }X KZ5Qa 

2 \ z/Z n 
y =KQ=[ 5Q=&Z k WX=KQ=\ [ \ [ 7 1/\ Q}[ =KQ ) Z\ Q◊XZK =[ QWZ 

f [ }KQ=5 ; 5X=] Q◊XZK 

y =KQ=[ 5Q/< y =KQ=[ 5Q/< y =KQ=[ 5Q/< y =KQ=[ 5Q/< 
k WX=KQ=\ [ 1/\ Q}[ =KQ k WX=KQ=\ [ 1/\ Q}[ =KQ 

v B[ 3 3 n2 z 3 
0 , 7 x('I) /X; \ Q 3 3 
0 0 3 3 /Xf 3 3 
2 W /X9 [ =7 3 
) 2 W 3 3 1}X] W 3 A 3 L 
( Yf 3 3 ( ] ; 3 »UU 3 ( ] , 3 
) X 3 ( ] f 3 

: }• K=Y[ =·=5\ [ Q =K QWZ \ zKZ[ 5Z }· k WX=KQ=\ [ ·Z\ Q◊XZK =[ QWZKZ • }X>K. -[ 
\ [ K• ZX=[ Y QW=K _◊ZKQ=}[ U =Q =K =~ ] }XQ\ [ Q Q} XZ~ Z~ zZX QW\ Q \ KZ5Q }X XZ/=Y=}[ 
=K \ K}5=\ / YX}◊] U \ [ 7 QW\ Q =QK ~ Z~ zZXK \ XZ ] Z}] /ZU [ }Q QZ+QK }X =7Z\ Ka -[ 
QW=K ] X=~ \ X< KZ[ KZU =Q =K [ }Q \ • X=QQZ[ • }X> QW\ Q =K Ik WX=KQ=\ [ I }X IY[ }KQ=5UI 
z◊Q X\QWZX QWZ ] Z}] /Z • W} ] X}7◊5Z \ [ 7 ◊KZ =Qa , [ 5=Z[ Q k WX=KQ=\ [ K 5ZXQ\ =[ /< 
~ \ 7Z ◊KZ }· • X=Q=[ YK QW\ Q 5}[ Q\ =[ Z7 [ } Z+] /=5=Q XZ·ZXZ[ 5Z Q} BZK◊K k WX=KQ }X 
Q} }QWZX 7=KQ=[ 5Q=&Z ~ \ X>K }· QWZ=X }• [ XZ/=Y=}[ w K◊5W • X=Q=[ YK Z&Z[ ·}X~ Z7 
\ 5Z[ QX\ / ] \ XQ }· k WX=KQ=\ [ K5X=] Q◊XZl·}X Z+\ ~ ] /ZU QWZ z}}> }· f Z[ ZK=K \ [ 7 
}QWZX F /7 2ZKQ\ ~ Z[ Q z}}>Ka 2WX}◊YW}◊Q QWZ=X W=KQ}X<U k WX=KQ=\ [ K W\ &Z [ }Q 
QW}◊YWQ =Q KQX\[ YZ Q} 5XZ\ QZ \ [ 7 ◊KZ /=QZX\Q◊XZ QW\ Q /\ 5>Z7 K◊5W ·Z\ Q◊XZKa 2WZ 
_◊ZKQ=}[ =K • WZQWZX Z\ X/< k WX=KQ=\ [ K • }◊/7 W\ &Z • X=QQZ[ K◊5W /=QZX\X< • }X>K 
• =QW QWZ =[ QZ[ Q=}[ }· \ 77=[ Y QWZ~ Q} k WX=KQ=\ [ K5X=] Q◊XZa -· QWZ \ [ K• ZX =K 
<ZK ·}X 5ZXQ\ =[ Y[ }KQ=5 • }X>KU QWZKZ • }◊/7 zZ &ZX< ◊[ ◊K◊\ / 5\ KZK =[ QWZ 
W=KQ}X< }· \ [ 5=Z[ Q k WX=KQ=\ [ /=QZX\Q◊XZa 6 ZQ QWZ ] }KK=z=/=Q< KZZ~ K W\ X7 Q} 
Z+5/◊7ZU ZK] Z5=\ //< K=[ 5Z }[ Z =QZ~ }[ QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 \ YZ[ 7\ • \ K QWZ 7Z/=zZX\QZ 
z\ /\ [ 5=[ Y }· f Z[ ZK=K z< \ X=&\ / z}7< }· ~ <QW A5·a v B[ cnh /u·U gghgn·U ZQ5aLa 
; 5W}/\ XKW=] W\ K QWZXZ·}XZ zZZ[ WZK=Q\ [ Q Q} XZY\ X7 QWZKZ • }X>K \ K 5}[ 5/◊K=&Z 
Z&=7Z[ 5Z }· \ [ Z+QX\lk WX=KQ=\ [ U }X Z&Z[ ] XZlk WX=KQ=\ [ U zX\[ 5W }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 
~ }&Z~ Z[ Qa 

; ( M( k 2 v -v M-F f 0 , 1: 6 

v}◊KKZQU V a If [ }KQ=>ZXaI -[ Paulys Real-Encyclopadie der classischen Altertums­ 
wissenschaften, Z7=QZ7 z< f a V =KK}• \ ZQ \ /a j }/a p AcecgLU 5}/Ka ct nolopa 

P /=![ U , a ) a Ba Seth in Jewish, Christian, and Gnostic Literature. ; ◊] ] /Z~ Z[ QK Q} 
J }&◊~ 2ZKQ\ ~ Z[ Q◊X[U &}/a or a MZ=7Z[ h ( a Ba v X=//U ceppa 

M\ <Q}[ U v aU Z7a The Rediscovery of Gnosticism: Proceedings (~{ the international 
Conference on Gnosticism at Yale, New Haven, Connecticut, March 28-31. 
1978. j }/a gU Sethian Gnosticism. ; Q◊7=ZK =[ QWZ : =KQ}X< }· 0 Z/=Y=}[ KU [ }a ocU 
&}/a ga MZ=7Z[ h ( a J. v X=//U ceuca J }QZ ZK] Z5=\ //< QWZ ·}//}• =[ Y ZKK\ <Kh 
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k }/] ZU k a I; ZQW=\ [ \ [ 7 4}X}\ KQX=\ [ , YZK }· QWZ V }X/7UI ] ] a t oi lt g A\ [ 7 
7=K5◊KK=}[ U t t glr gLa 

1Z\ XK}[ U v a I2WZ ) =Y◊XZ }· ; ZQW =[ f [ }KQ=5 M=QZX\Q◊XZUI ] ] a opglt i o A\ [ 7 
7=K5◊KK=}[ U t i olcoLa 

0 ◊7}/] WU P a Iy =Z CKZQW=\ [ =K5WZC f [ }K=Kl ( =[ Z W\ XZK=}/}Y=K5WZ ) =>Q=}[ . I ] ] a 
t pplpu A\ [ 7 7=K5◊KK=}[ U t pulupLa 

; 5WZ[ >Z U : alG a I2WZ 1WZ[ }~ Z[ }[ \ [ 7 ; =Y[ =·=5\ [ 5Z }· f [ }KQ=5 ; ZQW=\ [ =K~ aI 
] ] a t uulr cr A\ [ 7 7=K5◊KK=}[ U r noloi U r unlut La 

; ~ =QWU G a I2WZ : =KQ}X< }· QWZ 2ZX~ f [ }KQ=>}KUI ] ] a per lui pa 
V =KKZU ) a I; Q\ />=[ Y 2W}KZ ( /◊K=&Z ; ZQW=\ [ KUI ] ] a t r nlpr A\ [ 7 7=K5◊KK=}[ U t pul 

upLa 
G 5f ◊=XZa , a Ij \ /Z[ Q=[ ◊K \ [ 7 QWZ Gnostike Hairesis: , [ -[ &ZKQ=Y\ Q=}[ }· j \ /Z[ Q= [ ◊K CK 

1}K=Q=}[ =[ QWZ : =KQ}X< }· f [ }KQ=5=K~ aI 1Way a 7=KKaU 6 \ /Z 9 [ =&ZXK=Q<U ceuna 
G \ 50 \ ZU f a V a I; ZQW =[ f [ }KQ=5 2Z+QK \ [ 7 2X\7=Q=}[ KaI -[ ; }5=ZQ< }· v =z/=5\ / 

M=QZX\Q◊XZU 1977 Seminar Papers i l l Ith Annual Meeting, 28-3 I Decem/Je!· 1977), 
Z7=QZ7 z< 1a , 5WQZX[Z=ZXa ] ] a cplgoa ; Z~ =[ \ X 1\ ] ZX ; ZX=ZKU [ }a c /a G =KK}◊/\ U 
G }[ Qah ; 5W}/\ XK 1XZKKU ceppa 

1Z\ XK}[ U v a I( Y<] Q=\ [ ; ZQW \ [ 7 f [ }KQ=5 ; ZQWaI 1977 Seminar Papers AKZZ ] XZ5Z7=[ Y 
Z[ QX<LU ] ] a gt lona 

1W=/} B◊7\ Z◊Ka IF [ QWZ , 55}◊[ Q }· QWZ V }X/7CK k XZ\ Q=}[ f =&Z[ z< G }KZK Ay Z 
F ] =·=5=} Mundi)." -[ &}/a I }· Philo, QX\[ K/\ QZ7 z< ) a : a k }/K}[ \ [ 7 f a : a 
V W=Q\ >ZXU clcnpU opt lpr a M}Zz k /\ KK=5\ / M=zX\X<a J Z• 6 }X>h f a 1a 1◊Q[ \ ~ CK 
; }[ KU cegea 

1/\ Q}a I2=~ \ Z◊KaI -[ &}/a p }· Plato with an English Translation, z< 0 a f a v ◊X<U 
clgt na M}Zz k /\ KK=5\ / M=zX\X<a J Z• 6 }X>h f a 1a 1◊Q[ \ ~ CK ; }[ KU cegea 

1}=X=ZXU 1al: aU \ [ 7 G a 2\ X7=Z◊a Ik \ QZY}X=ZK 7◊ QZ~ ] K 7\ [ K BZK Z5X=QK Y[ }KQ=_◊ZK 
[ }[ l&\ /Z[ Q=[ =Z[ KaI Laval Theologique et Philosophique np A ceuc Lh nlcna 

; 5WZ[ >Z U : alG a I2WZ 1X}z/Z~ }· f [ }K=KaI The Second Century: A Journal of Early 
Christian Studies n AceunLh pnlupa 

llll a Iy \ K KZQW=\ [ =K5WZ ; <KQZ~ [ \ 5W J \ Yl: \ X[~ \ 7=l: \ [ 7K5WX=·QZ[ aI -[ 
Studia Coptica, Z7=QZ7 z< 1a J \ YZ/U cr t lpna v ZX/=[ ZX z<»\ [ Q=[ =KQ=K5WZX , XzZ=QZ[ U 
&}/a ot a v ZX/=[ h , >\ 7ZX[=ZU cepoa 

; Z&X=[ U BalG a Le Dossier baptismal sethien: etudes sw; la sacramentaire gnostique, 
v =z/=}QWZ_◊Z 5}] QZ 7Z J \ Y : \ X[~ \ 7=U ; Z5Q=}[ I( Q◊7ZKUI [ }a ga 8 ◊ZzZ5h MZK 
1XZKKZK 7Z /C9 [ =&ZXK=QZ M\ &\ /U ceur a 

; QX}◊~ K\ U f a Another Seed: Studies in Gnostic Mythology, J \ Y : \ ~ ~ \ 7= ; Q◊7=ZKU 
&}/a goa MZ=7Z[ h ( a Ba v X=//U ceuoa 

2\ X7=Z◊U G a IMZK /=&XZK ~ =K K}◊K /Z [ }~ 7Z ; ZQW ZQ /ZK KZQW=Z[ K 7Z /CWZXZK=}/}Y=ZaI 
-[ Gnosis and Gnosticism: Papers Read at the Seventh International Conference 
on Patristic Studies, Oxford (September 8th-13th /975), Z7=QZ7 z< G a P X\◊KZU 
gi olci a J \ Y : \ ~ ~ \ 7= ; Q◊7=ZKU &}/a ua MZ=7Z[ h ( a Ba vX=//U ceppa a 

V =//=\ ~ KU G a The Immovable Race, A Gnostic Designation and the Theme of 
Stability in Late Antiquity. J \ Y : \ ~ ~ \ 7= ; Q◊7=ZKU &}/a gea MZ=7Z[ h ( a Ba v X=//U 
ceut a 

k /\ KK=5 Y[ }KQ=5 • }X>K [ }Q =[ QW=K &}/◊~ Z 
IG \ XK\ [ ZKaI 2X\[ K/\ QZ7 • =QW [ }QZK \ [ 7 =[ QX}7◊5Q=}[ z< v a 1Z\ XK}[ a =[ Nag Hammadi 

Codices IX and X, Z7=QZ7 z< v a 1Z\ XK}[ U ggelnopa J \ Y : \ ~ ~ \ 7= ; Q◊7=ZKU &}/a 
ct a MZ=7Z[ h ( a Ba v X=//U ceuca Aj ZX< ·X\ Y~ Z[ Q\ X<aL 

IG Z/5W=»Z7Z>aI 2X\[ K/\ QZ7 z< ; a f =&ZXKZ[ \ [ 7 v a 1Z\ XK}[ U • =QW =[ QX}7◊5Q=}[ \ [ 7 
[ }QZK z< 1Z\ XK}[ U =[ QWZ K\ ~ Z &}/◊~ ZU celut a Aj ZX< ·X\ Y~ Z[ Q\ X<aL 

I2WZ 2W}◊YWQ }· J }XZ\ aI 2X\[ K/\ QZ7 z< ; a f =&ZXKZ[ \ [ 7 v a 1Z\ XK}[ U • =QW 
=[ QX}7◊5Q=}[ \ [ 7 [ }QZK z< 1Z\ XK}[ U =[ QWZ K\ ~ Z &}/◊~ ZU upleea 

I2WZ 9 [ Q=Q/Z7 2Z+Q =[ QWZ v X◊5Z k }7Z+aI 2X\[ K/\ QZ7 z< j a G \ 57ZX~ }QU =[ C. 
; 5W~ =7Q \ [ 7 j a G \ 57ZX~ }Q U The Books of Jeu and the Untitled Text in the 
Bruce Codex, +&===l++=U ggt lnot a J \ Y : \ ~ ~ \ 7= ; Q◊7=ZKU &}/a cna MZ=7Z[ h ( a Ba 
v X=//U cepua A2}} /}[ Y Q} zZ =[ 5/◊7Z7 =[ QW=K &}/◊~ ZaL 

22 

2: ( ; ( k 0 ( 2 v F F P 
, k k F 0 y -J f 2F BF : J 

-J 2 : ( MF J f j ( 0 ; -F J 
(BJn) 

k }[ QZ[ QK 
The Secret Book According to John AI, ] }5X<] W}[ }· B}W[ IL 5}[ Q\ =[ K }[ Z }· QWZ 

~ }KQ 5/\ KK=5 [ \ XX\ Q=}[ K }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QWa 1 , ·QZX KQ\ XQ=[ Y }◊Q • =QW \ ] W=/}K}] W=5\ / 
7ZK5X=] Q=}[ }· Y}7 \ K QWZ K}◊X5Z }· \ // zZ=[ Y Aghgr ·LU QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 \ ◊QW}X ] X}5ZZ7K Q} 
7ZK5X=zZ QWZ KQX◊5Q◊XZ }· QWZ 7=&=[ Z • }X/7 =[ =QK Y/}X=}◊K 5}~ ] /Z+=Q< Aohgr lehgoi 
QZ//=[ YU \ K =Q • ZXZU I• W\ Q W\ ] ] Z[ Z7 before f Z[ ZK=K I: I." , ·QZX QW=K • Z=YWQ< ] XZ/◊7ZU 
QWZ Z&Z[ QK }· QWZ f Z[ ZK=K KQ}X< \ XZ XZQ}/7 ·X}~ \ Y[ }KQ=5 ] ZXK] Z5Q=&Z AKQ\ XQ=[ Y \ Q 
v B[ cghnn·La 2WZ KQ}X< ·=[ \ //< Z[ 7K • =QW QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 K\ &=}XCK Z+W}XQ\ Q=}[ }· QWZ 
W◊~ \ [ X\5Z Q} I\ • \ >Z[ I \ [ 7 zZ K\ &Z7 Ani h I If). 

, [ < XZ\ 7ZX • W} 5\ ~ Z ◊] }[ v B[ ◊[ ] XZ] \ XZ7 • }◊/7 K◊XZ/< W\ &Z zZZ[ ] ◊»»/Z7 z< 
~ \ [ < }· =QK }zK5◊X=Q=ZKa 2WZ • Zz }· W=YW/< KQX◊5Q◊XZ7 Z~ \ [ \ Q=}[ KU ·}X =[ KQ\ [ 5ZU QW\ Q 
Z[ ·}/7 QWZ Y}7WZ\ 7 A) =Ya - \ [ 7 IG <QW=5 k W\ X\5QZXKI zZ/}• L ·}X~ K \ QW=5> \ [ 7 \ /~ }KQ 
=[ K5X◊Q\ z/Z z\ XX=ZX zZQ• ZZ[ QWZ W◊~ \ [ • }X/7 \ [ 7 Y}7U KW◊QQ=[ Y }·· Y}7 ·X}~ W◊~ \ [ =Q< 
z< \ /=Z[ \ Q=[ Y W◊~ \ [ zZ=[ YK ·X}~ QWZ >[ }• /Z7YZ }· QWZ 7=&=[ Za 2WZ 5XZ\ Q}X }· QWZ 
~ \ QZX=\ / • }X/7U QW}◊YW 5/Z\ X/< =7Z[ Q=·=Z7 • =QW QWZ ·=Y◊XZ 5\ //Z7 IY}7I =[ f [ -h -U 
Q◊X[K }◊Q Q} zZ [ }Q QX◊Z Y}7 z◊Q ; \ Q\ [ AWZXZ 5\ //Z7 I-\ /7\ z\ }QWI \ [ 7 I; \ >/\ KUI 
ci h ce·U cch H; ·La ) ◊XQWZX~ }XZU QWZ 5XZ\ Q=}[ }· , 7\ ~ =K ~ \ 7Z }◊Q Q} zZ ~ }XZ 5}~ ] /=5\ QZ7 
QW\ [ f Z[ ZK=K K\ <KU ·}X ·}//}• =[ Y , /Z+\ [ 7X=\ [ BZ• =KW QZ\ 5W=[ Y QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 \ ◊QW}X 
QZ//K }· \ Q• }·}/7 5XZ\ Q=}[ }· , 7\ ~ l ·=XKQ \ [ I\ [ =~ \ QZI , 7\ ~ ~ \ 7Z }[ /< }· K}◊/U 
QW}◊YW W\ &=[ Y \ // QWZ \ [ \ Q}~ =5\ / ] \ XQK Act h /·lgi hgp·Lw \ [ 7 KZ5}[ 7U \ ~ \ QZX=\ / KWZ// 
Q} Z[ 5\ KZ W=~ Agi hgu·La 

2WZ 7ZQ\ =/Z7 XZQZ//=[ Y }· f Z[ ZK=K KQ}] K • =QW QWZ z=XQW }· ; ZQW A5·a f [ ohgt Lw \ ·QZX 
QW=KU QWZ K◊zKZ_◊Z[ Q W=KQ}X< }· QWZ W◊~ \ [ X\5Z =K 7=K5◊KKZ7 }[ /< =[ YZ[ ZX\/ QZX~ KU 
• =QW=[ QWZ 5}[ QZ+Q }· \ QWZ}/}Y=5\ / 7=K5}◊XKZ }[ QWZ \ 5Q=&=Q< }· QWZ W}/< K] =X=Qa 
J }QW=[ Y =K K\ =7 \ z}◊Q QWZ W=KQ}X< }· -KX\Z/U [ }X \ z}◊Q BZK◊K \ K \ [ =[ 5\ X[\ Q=}[ }· QWZ 
] XZZ+=KQZ[ Q k WX=KQ AZ+5Z] Q =[ QWZ /\ KQ KZ[ QZ[ 5Z }· QWZ • }X> \ [ 7 z< =~ ] /=5\ Q=}[ =[ QWZ 
}] Z[ =[ YLa J Z&ZXQWZ/ZKKU k WX=KQ AIQWZ \ [ }=[ QZ7IL =K \ [ =~ ] }XQ\ [ Q 5W\ X\5QZX }· QWZ 
~ <QWU ~ \ >=[ Y v B[ \ [ Z+\ ~ ] /Z }· \ k WX=KQ=\ [ • }X> QW\ Q 7=K5◊KKZK QWZ ] XZZ+=KQZ[ Q 
k WX=KQ z◊Q [ }Q QWZ =[ 5\ X[\ Q=}[ a 

2WZ [ \ XX\ Q=}[ }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QW =[ v B[ =K Z[ 5\ ] K◊/\ QZ7 • =QW=[ \ ·X\ ~ Z KQ}X< 

1 ) }X \ ~ }XZ 7ZQ\ =/Z7 7=K5◊KK=}[ }· QWZ Y[ }KQ=5 ~ <QWU KZZ QWZ I: =KQ}X=5\ / -[ QX}7◊5Q=}[ I Q} 1\ XQ F [ Z \ [ 7 
5·a ) =Ya 1. 



nrn SECRET BOOK ACCORDING TO JOHN 

which seems to imply that the content of the work is a post-resurrection teaching
of Jesus. This would agree with the gnostic belief that after his resurrection Jesus
remained on earth for eighteen months and taught "the plain truth" (lrUnid 1.30.14).
Y ct in terms of the gnostic myth the identity of the revealer is not Jesus but Barbelo,
the second principle, perhaps here manifested as the afterthought of the light.

Literary background
The author and place of composition of BJn are unknown. The date of its

composition is probably sometime before A.D. ca. 180, the date of St. Irenaeus's
summary of the work (cf. IrG, but the resemblance is not perfect. suggesting that
Irenaeus knew a different version of the text); and in any case before A.D. 350, the
approximate date of the MSS. The work is attributed to John the son of Zebedee,
one of Jesus' twelve original disciples (Mt 4:21, Mk l: 19, Lk 5: 10), recording words
spoken by the savior; it is thus an example of pseudepigraphy. The language of
composition was Greek.

BJn has a complex mixture of genres in which various traditional materials are
subordinated to others:

I. Romance (apocryphal acts of apostles)
A. Angelic revelation and revelation dialogue

I. Treatise
2. Cosmogony and uranography
3. "True history" of humankind
4. Wisdom monologue

The narrative frame story is a typical episode from the literature called "apocryphal
acts of the apostles," a Christianized version of the Greek romance or novel. Within
the narrative of the romance, an angelic revelation monologue occurs, but after
some pages it develops into an angelic revelation dialogue. In this genre a human
interlocutor woodenly intervenes to provide excuses for the continuation of the
angel's revelation; the genre has been traced back to the Greek school catechism
(the so-called "erotapokriseis"), in which dry facts are presented in question-and­
answer form.

The revelatory monologue comprises two kinds of material: a typical philosophical
treatise on theology, and a cosmogony accompanied by "uranographic details" 
(details describing the structure of the universe). The revelation dialogue comprises
a revisionistic "true history"-that is, an alternative. "corrected" version-of the
events of On l :2f. The dialogue eventually lapses back into monologue and ends by
assuming the form of poetry (parallel strophes). The concluding poem is a wisdom 
monologue (for this genre, see the introduction to Th) and closely resembles FTh.

Mythic characters 

I. The Immortals

The PARENT OF THE ENTIRETY. The perfect invisible virgin spirit.
An ANDROGYNOUS QUINTET OF AEONS, constituents of the parent:

I. The PERFECT FORETHOUGHT OF THE ENTIRETY. The Barbelo, a product of the
parent's thinking, the image of the parent. Also known as:

mother-father;
first human being:
holy spirit;
thrice-male;
the three powers;
the triple androgynous name;
eternal aeon.

2. PRIOR ACQUAINTANCE
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3. INCORRUPTIBILITY
4. ETERNAL LIFE
5. TRUTH

The DIVINE SELF-ORIGINATE. The anointed (Christ), a luminous spark, the only­
begotten, maker of the entirety.

Its coactors: INTELLECT. WILL. Wono (or verbal expression)
Fous LUMINARIES that stand before the divine self-originate, and TWELVE AEONS

that are with them:
HARMozf:L
_ LOVELINESS. TRUTH. FORM
OROIAEL

AFTERTHOUGHT. PERCEPTION. MEMORY
DAUEITHAI
_ INTELLIGENCE. LOVE. IDEAL FORM
ELELETH

PERFECTION. PEACE. and
WISDOM (S~p!1ia) belonging to afterthought. Mother of Ialdabaoth , mother

~f the living, a holy spirit, sibling of the posterity of Seth. Also called
life (Zoe), and referred to as "an afterthought."

Fous BEINGS that dwell with the four luminaries:
The GE~ADAMAS, also called ADAMAS. The perfect human being. With Harrnozel.
SETH, his son. The "child of the human being" (son of man). With Oroiael.
POSTERITY OF SETH. Souls of the holy persons, the immovable race or perfect

race. With Daueithai.
SOU'-:_S who were not acquainted with the fullness and repented tardily. With

Eleleth.

II. The Rulers

lALDABA◊TH or IALTABA◊TH or ALTABA◊TH. The first and chief ruler, first begetter
of ~he ,other rulers, an offspring of wisdom. Called SAKLAS and SAMAEL.

Ialdabaoth s AUTHORITIES. KINGS. RULERS. POWERS. ANGELS. SERAI'HIM . DEMONS.
etc., amounting to 365 in number and having various names

DESTINY, child of wisdom and Ialdabaoth

III. Humankind

ADAM. The first material human being, created (as an animate body) in the image
of the Geradarnas, then fitted with a material body.

EVE. The _first female human being, created in the image of the luminous afterthought.
ABEL. A Just son of Ialdabaoth and Eve.
CAIN. An unjust son of Ialdabaoth and Eve.
SETH. A son of Adam and Eve/afterthought, created as a likeness of the heavenly

Seth.
POSTERITY OF SETH on earth. The immovable or perfect race, including Noah, John

the b:other_ of James (a son of Zebedee), and John's fellow disciples.
OTHERS, including Arimanios, a Pharisee

IV. Spirits Active in Humankind

The SPIRIT OF LIFE. The mother's (wisdom's) spirit.
The COUNTERFEIT SPIRIT. A creature of the rulers, originating in matter.

Text 
Th~ original. Greek apparently does not survive. The text is known mainly in

Coptic translation, attested by four manuscripts: MSS NHC II (pp. 1-32), NHC III
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(pp. 1-40), NHC IV (pp. l-49), which were copied just before A.D. 350 and are now
in the Cairo Coptic Museum; and MS BG (Berolinensis gnosticus), that is, p. Berol.
8502 (pp. 19-77), which was copied ca. fifth century A.D. and is now in the papyrus
collection of the East Berlin Museum. In addition, a summary of what appears to
be the first part of the work, by St. Irenaeus, survives; it is translated elsewhere in
this volume (see IrG).

The manuscripts and summary attest the circulation of no less than four distinct
editions of the Greek text in antiquity. Such a series of editions must have resulted
from continual study and revision of BJn by gnostic teachers; it is a measure of the
importance and timeliness of the work for ancient gnostic Christianity. These four
ancient editions, usually called "versions," comprise the following.

I. The long version, which is represented by two virtually identical Coptic
manuscripts, MSS NHC II and NHC IV, is the text translated here. When one of
its two manuscripts is defective, its original reading can often be restored from the
other. The most obvious difference between the long version and the short version
is that the former contains a lengthy excerpt from a certain Book of Zoroaster (cf.
15:29-19:8[).

2. A short version, which is represented by Coptic MS NHC III. differs from the
others in certain details of phraseology and systematic theology; as a Coptic
translation it differs in style and vocabulary from all the other Coptic versions.

3. Another short version, which is represented by Coptic MS p. Bero!. 8502, also
differs in certain details of phraseology and systematic theology; as a Coptic
translation it differs in style and vocabulary from all the other Coptic versions.

4. The summary of BJn in St. lrenaeus (IrG) is too brief and compressed to
classify as long or short, but in any case it shows certain minor differences that
distinguish it from each of the three other versions.

The long version has been chosen for translation here because of its apparent
coherence; however, scholars have not determined which version is the original.

In passages where the three texts of the Coptic versions run in parallel, they differ
considerably in vocabulary and style. As in the case of EgG, careful comparison of
such parallels has made it possible to gain a systematic understanding of the different
ways in which the three ancient Coptic translators did their work; thus, in many
places where both manuscripts of the long version are defective or erroneous, the
original reading of the long version can be conjecturally restored by comparison and
stylistic adjustment of a reading found in the other manuscripts. Such restorations,
which are supported by the parallel versions, are printed in italics. Comparison of
the versions has also clarified the meaning of certain Coptic expressions in the long
version and has thus been an aid in translation. In a few instances all pertinent
manuscripts are defective in a given passage, but the original text can nevertheless
be conjectured with certainty: these totally conjectural restorations are enclosed
within square brackets [ ].

No adequate critical edition of BJn has been published. The translation below is
based on my own unpublished synopsis of the manuscripts, constructed from
collation of photographic facsimiles and from Till's critical edition of the Berlin
manuscript (see "Select Bibliography").
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THE SECRET BOOKa
ACCORDING TO JOHNb

Contents
1 l The teaching [of the) savior and [the revelation] of the mysteries.

[which! are hidden in silence [and which] it (the savior) taught to John
fits] disciple.

I. FRAME STORY (INTRODUCTION) 
Dialogue of John and a Pharisee 

Once" upon a time when John the brother of James, one of the sons 
8 <f Zebedee. was going up to the templed •a Pharisee named Arimanios

encountered him and said to him. Where is your teacher. the man that 
you used to follow'?

11 And he (John) said to him, He has returned to the place from which
he came.

12.13 The Pharisee said to him. «That Nazarene- has greatly misled you.
v.filled your ears with lies, closed [your hearts]. «and turned you away

[from] the traditions ofyour [ancestors].

II. JOHN'S NARRATION 
John's distress

11 When ff heard these words, I turned away from the temple towards 
20.21 the barren mountain/ •and I was very distressed, saying; «How indeed 

22 was the savior chosen? • And why was he sent into the world by his 
23.24 parent who sent him? •And who is his parent who [sent him]? •And 

26 what is that realm like, to which we shall J?O'? •For what ] ... ] he told 
us that this realm[ ... J has been stamped in the mold of that incorruptible 
realm, and did not tell us what that other one is like. 

Appearance of the savior
30 At the moment that I was thinking these thoughts. lo, the heavens 
31 opened, «and all creation shone with light that [ ... ] below heaven.

Title l a. Greek apokryphon, lit. "concealed
(thing)." 

b. In the manuscripts. the title is found
after the text (at 32:70.

c. For the meaning of italics. see the
introduction to BJn, "Text."

d. The Jewish temple of god in Jerusalem.
Ancient Christian tradition (cf. Acts 2:46f)
held that the earliest Christians in Jerusalem
continued to take part in the Jewish religious
cult of the temple.

e. "Nazarene": Gk. nasoruios, "person

from Nazareth." Traditionally the term was
also held to mean "one who i, observant."
and sometime, referred to member, of a
Jewish-Christian sect of that name or to
Christians in general.

f. From here until 31 :31 f the narrator is
John. But starting at 2:9f. John's narration
quotes a long speech of the savior.

g. Or "toward the desert.·· The Judaean
Desert begins at the back of the Mount of
Olives. which on the other side overlooks
the site of the temple.

33.1 And the [. .] world moved. 2 •For my part, I was afraid, [ ] saw
3 within the light a child standing before me. -When I saw [ ) like an
4 elderly person. • And it changed (?) [its] manner of appearance to be like

5,6 a young person.•[ ... ) in my presence. •And within the light there was
7 a multiform image(?). -And the [manners of appearance] were appearing
s through one another. • [And] the [manner of appearance] had three forms.
9 [It]" said to me, John, John, why do you have doubts. and why [are

11.12 you] afraid?•Are you alien to this kind of thing? •This is to say, do not 
12.13 be timid. -It is I who am with [you (plur.)] always. •It is I who am [the

15 father]; it is I who am the mother; it is I who am the son." •It is I who
16 am the undefiled and the unpolluted. •[Now I have come] to teach you

(sing.) what exists, and what [has come to be], and what must come to 
1s be, =so that you might [know about] the invisible realm [and the] visible 
19 realm; «and to [teach you] about the perfect [human being}.
20 Now, then, lift up your [face] to hear and [learn about] what I shall say 
22 to you today, •so that you too might convey it [to those who are] like 
23 [you] in spirit, •and who are [from] the immovable race of the perfect
human being [ ... ], so that [they] might understand i ... ]. 

HI. THE SAVIOR'S TEACHING
The parent of the entirety

26.26 It said to me: -The unit (monad), since it is a unitary principle of rule, 
2s has nothing that presides over it. •[ ... ] god and parent of the entirety
30 [ ••• ] presides over[... ] incorruptibility ,c -existing [in] uncontaminated
32 light, toward which no vision can gaze. =This [is] the invisible spirit. 
33 It is not fitting" to think of it as divine or as something of the sort,

35.36 for it is superior to deity; • nothing presides over it, for nothing 3 has
1 mastery over it; •[it does] not [exist (?)] in any state of inferiority, [ ... ]
4 exists in it alone.s ] ... J because it lacks nothing.• For it is utter fullness,

without having become defective in anything so that it might be completed
6,7 by [it]: =rather, it is always utterly perfect in [. , .]. • It is unlimited 

because nothing [exists] prior to it so as to bestow limit upon it;
9 unfathomable, because nothing exists prior to it so as to fathom (?) it; 

10.12 immeasurable, because nothing else has measured it; «invisible, because 
n nothing else has seen it; =etemal, since it [exists] unto eternity;
14 ineffable, since nothing has been able to reach it so as to speak of it; 
15 unnameable, since there is nothing that exists prior to it so as to give a
11 name to it. •It is immeasurable light, which is uncontaminated, holy,

1s.20 and pure; •it is ineffable and perfect in incorruptibility: -not in perfection, 
22 nor in blessedness nor in divinity; •rather as beingfar superior to these» 

22.24 It is not corporeal, it is not incorporeal, •it is not large, it is not small.
24.26 it is not quantifiable, nor is it a creature. -Indeed, no one can think of 

26 it, • It is not something among the existents; rather it is something far
28 superior to these: •(yet) it is not as though it were "superior"; rather,

its proper characteristic is not to share in eternal realms (aeons), or in

2 a. As is explicitly stated in 30: I If. the
speaker of the teaching is forethought, or the
Barbelo. Forethought is genderless because
it is simultaneously male and female ( cf.
5:6f).

b. "[father] ... mother ... son": one of
the basic structures of the Barbe lo aeon ( cf.
FTh. EgG, lrG). A similar triadic structure.
but without this terminology, is present in
Zs, Fr, 3Tb.

c. MS BG instead has "the [ ... ] god,
parent of the entirety. the holy [spirit (?)].

9:9+

EgG 50.3
Fr61:32
IrSat 1.24.1
IrG 1.29.1
lrUnid 1.30. J? 
EpA 40.5.2:
3Tb 121:33
v.32
FTh 35.7
v.33
Fr 62:27

Fr 63:5

3Tb 121:30

the invisible. [which] presides over the en­
tirety, which [exists in] its incorruptibility."

d. The description of god that follows
resembles some accounts in second-century
Platonist philosophy; see "Historical Intro­
duction .. to Part One.

3 a. MS BG instead has "For. it is eternal."
b. MSS BG and NHC Ill next have "It is

neither infinite, nor has it been limited; rather,
it is something superior to these."
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30 spans of time. • For whatever shares in an eternal realm has been
31 prepared beforehand.' «And it [has not been] divided by time[ ...Jany

3.1.34 other, for itdoes not receive anything. -For ] ... Jd •For[ ... J it, so that
36 it might receive from [ ... ]. • For it gazes upon itself [alone (?)J within

1 4 its perfect light. -For it is majesty;" it is an immeasurable[ ... ].h

3.J [It is] eternity, [as] bestowing, eternity." •It is life, as bestowing life. 
4.5 It is blessed. as bestowing blessedness.• It is acquaintance. as bestowing
6.7 acquaintance. •[It is] good, as bestowing goodness.' •[It is] mercy, [as
1.~ bestowing] mercy and ransom. • It is grace/ as bestowing grace. •(It is

all these things) [not] as possessing (attributes); rather, as bestowing
(them).

9 [It is] immeasurable. incorruptible light » [in so far as I can speak]
10 with you (sing.) about it. • Its [eternal realm] is incorruptible. at peace
13 and dwelling in silence, at repose, utterly(?) preceding. •[Itl is the head

of all the aeons. since it is this which in its goodness bestows strength
upon them. ·

1,.16 Indeed, we [are] not acquainted with[... ]; •we do not(?) know ] ... J 
except [for] what has been shown forth out of it," that is, [the] parent:

19 for it is the parent that spoke to us. • For it is this that gazes at its own
21.22 self in its light around it, •that is, the wellspring of living water;' •gives

22 unto all the aeons; •and in every way [thinks of(?)] its image, beholding
24 it in the wellspring of the [spirit]' and -exercising will" in its [watery]

light, [that is.] the wellspring of the pure, luminous water around it.

Production of forethought
21, And its thinking produced something, and the thinking was disclosed,
29 standing [plainly J in its presence in the brilliance of its light. -This is

the first power, which exists prior to all (others), and which was shown 
forth (?) out of its thinking, that is, the perfect forethought of the 

12 entirety. •The light of this (thought) [ ... J light, the power of the [ ... J.

c. MS NHC III instead has "prepared by
others ...

d. MS BG instead has "And it is not in
need. (for) nothing at all exists prior to it. ..

4 a. Or "magnitude ...
b. Instead of these two sentences, MSS

BG and NHC III have simply "(It isl the
immeasurable majesty ...

c. Because it "bestows eternity," it might
itself be termed "eternity." The savior qual­
ifies these epithets at 4:8f.

d. MS BG next has "It is light, which
bestows light. ..

e. MS BG next has "anddoinggoodness­
not as though possessing (something): rather.
as bestowing...

f. Or "loveliness": Greek kharis . 
g. MSS BG and NHC III next have "What

shall I say to you concerning it? The incom­
prehensible is the image of the light, in terms
of what I can think about. Indeed, who can
ever think about it?"

h. "Indeed ... of it" (4: !Sf): MSS BG
and N HC III instead have "For none of us
has become acquainted with the properties
of the immeasurable except for what has
been shown forth by it ...

i. MS BG next has "the light full of sanc­
tification. The wellspring of the spirit streamed
down from the living water of the light."

j. Three metaphors in this passage (4: 19-
360 gloss over the difficult traditional prob­
lem of why a second principle (here called
forethought. Barbelo) would come to be
"produced" from a perfect first principle
(the parent). (I) The parent is a detached eye
whose function is simply to look. It is sur­
rounded by reflective "luminous water" so
that it must "gaze at its own self': its own
"image" that it sees becomes objectified as
a second principle. "the image of the perfect
invisible virgin spirit." (2) The parent is an
abstract intellect whose function is simply to
think. It initially has no other object of
thought than its own self: the act of "think­
ing" or thought becomes objectified as a
second principle. "the perfect forethought."
(3) The parent is a "spring of living (running)
water" whose function is simply to overflow
endlessly. The overflow becomes objectified
as a second principle, the Barbelo ("great
overflow": see "Historical Introduction" in
Part One). Note that the first metaphor im­
plies that in the beginning there might have
been something together with the parent ("its
light"). Metaphors like these are used in a
similar context by Platonist philosophers
roughly contemporary with the author of
BJn.

k. Or "desire ...

Zs 128:27 '? 
Fr 67:24

Fr 64:30

FTh 46:16+
EgG 62:9z, 17:11

FTh 35:1 +
EgG 51.22 
lrG 1.29.I
EpG 2.5.2.2 
v.29
10:20

30 
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34.36 that is, the image of the perfect invisible virgin spirit.1-This is the power,
the glory of the Barbelo.> the (most) perfect glory 5 among the aeons,
the glory of the manifestation, which glorifies the virgin spirit and praises

3.4 it, -for because of the latter it was shown forth." • It is the first thinking
of the spirit's image."

s.6 It (the Barbelo) became a womb for the entirety," -for it was prior to
all (others), (being) the mother-father, the first human being, the holy
spirit, the thrice-male," the three powers; the thrice-androgynous name;
and (was) the (most) eternal aeon among the invisible.

Its request for more eternal realms: prior acquaintance 
10 And the emanation, that is, the Barbelo , made a request of the

invisible virgin spirit, that it be given prior acquaintance tprognosisi. 
14.14 And the spirit consented. e • And when it had consented, prior acquain-

1, tance became disclosed. •And prior acquaintance stood at rest' along with
forethought, which derived from the thinking of the invisible virgin spirit;

1x and it glorified the spirit and the Barbelo, the spirit's perfect power,
19 for prior acquaintance had come to exist because of the Barbelo, 

Incorruptibility
20 And furthermore, the Barbelo made a request that it be given

21.22 incorruptibility. • And the spirit consented. • While it was consenting, 
23 incorruptibility became disclosed. •And [they]" stood at rest along with
24 thinking" and prior acquaintance; «and they glorified the invisible' and

the Barbelo because of which they had come to exist.

Eternal life 
21,.n And the Barbelo made a request that it be given eternal life. • And the

2s invisible spirit consented. • And while it was consenting. eternal life
30.30 became disclosed. •And they stood at rest, -and they glorified the

invisible spirit and the Barbe lo because of which they had come to exist.

Truth
32.33 And furthermore it made a request that it be given truth. • And the

34 invisible spirit consented. • And truth became disclosed.
35.Js And they stood at rest, •and they glorified the 6 acceptable(?). invisible

spirit and its Barbelo, because of which they had come to exist.
This is the quintet of aeons belonging to the parent, which is the first

human being," the image of the invisible spirit, namely:

I. "the perfect invisible virgin spirit": the
parent.

m. For the meaning of this name, see
"Historical Introduction" in Part One and
note 4j.

S a. MS BG next has "and thinks about it."
b. MS BG instead has "the first thinking,

the spirit's image ...
c. "entirety": the sum total of spiritual

reality deriving from the Barbelo.
d. "thrice-male": cf. EgG, note 5lf.
e. "consented": here and throughout this

passage. the Coptic word can be translated
also "gazed out. ..

f. To "stand at rest" is philosophical jar­
gon for the state of permanence, non-change.

6:2

14.18
Frh 38.11
\- . .36 
Th 13.2
RAd 64·6
EgG 5N
lrG 1.29 I
EpG 26.I0.4 +
Fl'h 38.14 t

EgG 51 22 no 1.29. l

RR 86 32 
EgG 51 22 
lrG 1.29.1

EgG 51.22
lrG 1.291

lrG I 29 2

3Tb 120:19

and real being, as opposed to what exists m
instability. change. and becoming.

g. I.e. prior acquaintance and incorrupti­
bility.

h. l.e. forethought. the Barbelo.
i. The "perfect invisible virgin spirit. .. the

parent.

6 a. Forethought (cf. 5:6f). The quintet is
made up of "forethought" and its four em­
anations. The four emanations are here con­
sidered to be mere aspects of their source.
so that also the quintet as a whole can be
spoken of as "the image of the invisible
spirit." i.e. as being forethought. the Bar­
belo.
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forethought, which is the Barbelo and thinking;
prior acquaintance;
incorruptibility;
eternal life;
truth. b

x This is the androgynous quintet of aeons. that is, the group of ten aeons."
which constitutes the parent."

Begetting of the self-originate
w And it< gazed at the Barbelo, (who was) in the uncontaminated light'
12 around the invisible spirit and (in) its radiation. • And the Barbelo
u conceived by it, •and it begot a luminous spark consisting of light in an

image that was blessed, though not equal to its parent's magnitude.
15 This was the only-begotten offspring of the mother-fathers which -ap-
16 peared, •and the mother-father's only begetting; (it was) the only­

begotten of the parent, the uncontaminated light.

Its anointment
18 And the invisible vrrgin spirit rejoiced at the light that had come to

exist and that had been shown forth out of the first power of the spirit's
23 forethought, who is the Barbelo. • And the spirit anointed it (the spark)
24 with its own kindness- until it became perfect, •needing no further
kindness since it had been anointed with the kindness of the invisible

26 spirit. •And it stood at rest in the presence of the spirit, which was
2s pouring upon it. • And the moment that it received from the spirit it

glorified the holy spirit' and perfect forethought, because of which it had
become disclosed.

h. MSS BG and NHC Ill omit "truth"
from this hst. counting "the Barbelo" and
"thought" as the first two members.

c. "forethought. ... prior acquaintance.
mcorruptibility .... life. truth" arc all gram­
mancally feminine words ,n Greek ipronoia. 
prognosis, aphtharsia, aJe, aletheia), and 
are here perhaps said to have grammatically
masculine consorts, thus adding up to ten.
Such an arrangement is hinted at in 7· 11 f and
is explicit in IrG.

d. Lit. "which is the parent" (MS NHC
Ill. "which belongs to the parent"). The
parent "1'.-) .. its emanations even while being 
distinguishable from them. rust as fore~
thought "is .. its emanations hut is also dis­
tinguishable from them (cf. note 6a).

e. The parent. the invisible spirit.
f. MS BG instead has "The Barbclo , the

uncontaminated light. gazed intently at it":
NHC Ill. "the Barbelo gazed intently at the
uncontaminated light. ..

g. "the mother-father": forethought (the
Barbelo): cf. 5:6f. Forethought's four ema­
nations in the quintet (6:50 merely "ap­
peared": they were not "begotten offsprmg"
of forethought and the parent.

h. "kindness": Greek khrestotes . Once
"anointed." the only-begotten will he both
khrestos, "kind ... and khristos "the anointed."
The two Greek words were pronounced iden­
tically at the time that BJn was written.

i. "spirit ... holy spirit ... ": the parent.

7 a. "anointed" (cf. note 6h) and "Chnst"
are the same word in Greek.

b. In some gnostic systems (e.g. IrV) "si­
lence" is distinguished as an entity that
coexisted with the ineffable parent m the
beginning

c. MSS BG and NHC Ill instead have
"and thinking. The invisible spirit wished to
make something.··

lrG 1.29.1

FTh 37·31
EgG55.II
!rG 1.29.1
lr Urud I 30.1
EpS W.3.5z, 131:14

Its request for coactors
13 And it made a request that it be given a coactor, namely intellect. 1,0 1.29.1

34.34 And the spirit consented [ ... ]. •And while the invisible spirit was
1 consenting, 7 intellect was disclosed. •And it stood at rest along with EgG 51:22
3 the anointed (Christ);' glorifying the spirit and the Barbelo. • And all

these beings came into existence within silence."
And thinking- wished to make something by the Word (or verbal
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6.1 expression)" of the invisible spirit. • An_d its will bec~me ~eed. •and was
disclosed along with intellect and the light. and glorified 1t.0 

9 io And Word (or verbal expression) followed after will. • For by the
· Word, the anointed (Christ) divine self-originate made the entirety (or

all things).
11.12 Now, eternal life is with its will. •And intellect is with prior acquaint-

ance/

Appearance of four luminaries and twelve eternal realms
30 For by the gift of the spirit, out of the light that is the anointed (Christ)

and out of incorruptibility.' the four luminaries from the divine self­
originate gazed out- so as to stand 8 before it.

And the three: will. thinking, and life.
And the four powers:

intelligence;
loveliness:
perception:
prudence:'

8:7

EgG )l.22 

l-Th 17:.1 t
EgG 51.n 

Its establishment as god of the entirety
13 They stood at rest and glorified the invisible spirit and the Barbelo,
15 for because of the Barbelo they had come to exist. • And the holy spirit-

perfected the divine self-originate, h the offspring of itself and the Barbe lo,
18 so as to make the offspring stand at rest before the great invisible virgin
19 spirit.' •The divine self-originate, the anointed (Christ), who glorified the
22 spirit with a great voice, was shown forth by forethought. • And the in-

visible virgin spirit established the self-originate as true god over the en-
25 tirety , -and subordinated to it (the self-originate) all authority and the
21 truth that was in it (the spirit). -so that it might know about the entirety:

21.29 which is called by a name that is superior to every name, •for that name
will be uttered to those who are worthy of it.

FTh 38 13,
f,gG 62:11
z, 29.1
lrG 1.29 2 

lrG 1 29.2 

Harmozel
4 Now, loveliness dwells at the eternal realm (aeon) of the luminary
6 Harmozel, and is the first angel. • And with this eternal realm (aeon) are

three additional aeons:

loveliness;
truth;
form."

ct. "Word (or verbal expression)": the
divine Logos. 

e. The parent ('?).
f. See note 6c.
g. MS NHC Ill instead has "the great

invisible spirit."
h. "self-originate" (Greek autogenest: the

anointed (Christ).
i. MSS NHC II and IV here erroneously

insert "of."
j. MS NHC II here erroneously inserts

"of."

k. MSS BG and NHC Ill instead have
"appeared."

8 a. "And the three prudence .. : the
Coptic text of MS NHC II may be slightly
garbled here. MSS BG and NHC III here list
"loveliness: intelligence: perception: prud­
ence." The parallel in lrG has "loveliness:
perception; intelligence: prudence."

b. Greek morphe . 
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Oroiael
8 Now. it is the second luminary Oroiael that has been established in

10 charge of the second eternal realm, •and with it arc three additional
aeons:

II afterthought:"
percept ion:
memory.

Daueithai 
12 Now. the third luminary is Daucithai, which has been established in
14 charge of the third eternal realm. -and with it are three additional aeons:
15 intelligence:

love:
ideal form. d

Eleleth
10 Now. the fourth luminary Eleleth was established in charge of the
1s fourth eternal realm, -and with it are three additional aeons:

perfection;
peace:
wisdom (Sophia).

20 Those arc the four luminaries that stand before the divine self-originate.
22 and those are the twelve aeons that stand before the offspring of the

great self-originate anointed (Christ)," through the desire and the gift of
25 the invisible spirit. •The twelve aeons belong to the offspring of th~ self-
20 originate. •And it was by the will of the holy spirit that the entirety

became strong through the self-originate.

19

Appearance of four archetypes
28 Then-(deriving) from prior acquaintance and perfect intellect through

[disclosure] of the desire of the invisible spirit and the desire of the self­
originate-the perfect human being. the first manifestation and true

l4 (person), was named •"the Geradarnas (Ger-Adarnas) " 1 by the virgin
15 spirit. • And that being was established upon the first 9 eternal realm

(aeon) with the great self-originate and anointed (Christ). at the first
.l.4 luminary Harmozel , •and its powers" dwell with it. -And the invisible

gave to it an invincible intellectual facultv.
And it (the Geradamas) spoke. glorifying and praising the invisible

spirit. and said,

"Because of you the entirety has come to exist;
And it is unto you that the entirety will return.

9 And for my part I shall praise and glorify you and the self-
originate along with the triple aeonv--the father, mother, son,
the perfect power."

c. Greek epinoia. 
d. Greek idea. 
e. "offspring of the ... anointed": the

Geradarnas (8:34f).
f. "Geradamas (Ger-Adamasr." known in

some works as "Adamas": the name recall,
both "Adam." the first human being, and
Greek adamas, "steel. hard. unyielding.··

The prefix ··Ger-" has been explained as Gk.
hier- from hieros, "holy": in any case the
name is a neologism in gnostic myth. MS
BG instead ha, "Adam." NHC Ill ··Ada­
mas. 

9 a. Cf 8:2f.
b. Forethought. the Barbelo: cf. 2: 13f.

RR 93:8 
Flh39:13

3Tb 123 16
[:g(i 68 9
lrG I 29.4

15 9
RR 88· 13 
EgG hi 5 z.., 6::1 + 
3Tb 118·25 
lrG I 29.3

34 

2: 13
EgG 50 23 +

11 And it established Geradamas ·s son Seth upon the second eternal
realm, before the second luminary Oroiael,

14 And in the third eternal realm, upon the third luminary Daueithai, the
11 posterity of Seth was established. •and also the souls of the holy persons.
18 And in the fourth eternal realm were established the souls of those

who were not acquainted with the fullness and did not repent at once,
22 but rather held out for a while and then repented. •They came to exist

23_24 at the fourth luminary Eleleth. -These were engendered beings,' •and
they glorified the invisible spirit.

Production of wisdom's offspring: Ialtabaoth 
2s Now, the wisdom belonging to afterthought," which is an aeon, thought

a thought derived from herself, (from) the thinking of the invisible spirit,
and (from) prior acquaintance.

28 She wanted to show forth within herself> an image, without the spirit's
30_31 [will]; •and her consort did not consent. -And (she wished to do so)

31 without his pondering: -for the person of her maleness' did not join in
33 the consent; -for she had not discovered that being which was in harmony
34 with her.s • Rather, she pondered" without the will of the spirit and

without acquaintance with' that being which was in harmony with her.
35 And she brought forth. 10

1 And because of the invincible power within her." her thinking did not
2 remain unrealized. -And out of her was shown forth an imperfect
s product, that was different from her manner of appearance, •for she had
r, made it without her consort. • And compared to the image of its mother

it was misshapen, having a different form.

Its concealment by wisdom 
1 Now. when she saw that her desired artifact was stamped differently­

serpentine. with a lion's face," and with its eyes gleaming like flashes of
11.12 lightning-•she cast it outside of her, outside that place, •so that none

13 of the immortals might see it: •for she had made it without acquaintance.
14.15 And she surrounded it with" a luminous cloud. -And she put a throne

10 in the midst of the cloud. •so that no being might see it except for the
19 holy spirit called "mother of the living;":' -And she called its name

Ialtabaoth. •

5:6f, and note 2b. "the triple aeon" is found
in MS NHC Ill: the other MSS here have
lit. "the aeons, the three ...

c. MS NHC Ill instead has "They will
remain at the luminary Eleleth. assembling
there ...

ct. Lit. "of afterthought." perhaps looking
forward to the events described in 14:9[.
MSS BG and N HC Ill do not have thts
phrase. instead having "Now, wisdom our
sibling."

e. "within herself"': or "by her own
means.

f. "the person of her maleness": MSS BG
and NHC Ill instead have "her consort, the
male virgin spirit."

g. MS N HC Ill instead has "not discov­
ered her consort ...

IO: 19 

24:34
RAd 65:5
EgG 62:30
Zs 6:21 + 
3Tb 118: 10
v.14
E:gG II! 56 3z, 7:6 + 
3Th 120:9
v.18
z.., 27.27'! 

RR 94.2 
f·Th 39.20
EgG Ill 57.5z, 9: 16
lrG 1.29.4 
EpG 25.2.2

23.W 

h. MSS BG and NHC Ill instead have
"consented."
i. Or "knowledge of" in the sense of

sexual intercourse. 

10 a. MS BG instead ha, "growing strong
because of the vulgar (prounikosi element
within her."

b. "xerpentine ... face": MS BG instead
ha, "with a snake', face and a lion's face."
c. MSS BG and NHC Ill instead have

"she harnessed it in ...
d. Wisdom. MS BG instead ha, "life (Zoe).

mother of all." 
e. The spelling of this name fluctuate,

among "Ialdabaoth." "Ialtabaoth." and
"Altabaoth ... For its meaning. see RR note
95b. 
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Its theft of power from wisdom
19.20 This is the first ruler, <and it took great power' from its mother,

retreated from her, and moved out of the place where it had been born.
21 Taking possession (of another place), it made for itself other eternal
,6 realms (aeons) inside a luminous, fiery blaze, which still exists.s • And

it became stupefied in" its madness, which still is with it.

Its creation of other rulers
21 And it engendered for itself authorities.'

2x the first is named Athoth.: who is called"[. .]s" by the races;
30 the second, Harmas.! the eye oifire: 
11 the third, Kalila-Oimbri' (or Kalila-Kirnbri):
12 the fourth, label;"
33 the fifth, Adonaios, who is called "Sabaoth":
34 the sixth, Cain, whom the races of humankind call "the sun":
36 the seventh, Abel;"
36 the eighth, Abrisene:v
31 the ninth, Iobel: H

the tenth, Armoupieel::
the eleventh, Melkheir-Adonein:"
the twelfth, Belias, who presides over the depth of Hades. c 

And it (the first ruler) established seven kings in charge of the seven
heavens, one per firmament of heaven; and five in charge of the depth

7.8 of the abyss, to reign. • And it shared some of its fire with them, •but it
did not bring forth any of the power of the light that it had gotten from

1(1.10 its mother. -For, the first ruler is dark and is without acquaintance. •For
12 when light mixed with darkness it made the darkness bright. • But when
u darkness mixed with light it darkened the light, -so it was neither

luminous nor dark, but rather was dim.
15 Now, this dim ruler has three names:

16 the first name is Ialtabaoth:
the second, Saklas:"
the third, Samael.:

f. Cf. 10:lf. In 13:21fthisact is described
as theft.

g. MS BG instead has "an eternal realm
I aeon). naming with lire and luminous. where
1t now i~ .. 

h. MSS BG and NHC Ill instead have
"harnessed to."

1. MSS BG and NHC Ill next have "(1.c.)
the twelve angelx-s-each of them unto its own
eternal realm (aeon). after the prototype of
the incorruptible eternal realms. And I! made
seven angels for each one of them. and three
powers per angel [BG next has "all told 360
(.1ic). consisting of angelic beings and trios
of rowers" I after the image of the original
prototype that was before them. Now, the
authorities were shown forth in the first
begetter and the first ruler of the darkness.
out of lack of acquaintance of the one that
begot them: and these arc their names."
j. MS BG instead ha, "Iaoth": NHC Ill.

"Haoth."
k. MS BG. "Hernias."
I. MSS BG and NHC Ill. simply "Galila."
m. MSS BG and NHC 111, "l6bel."
n. MSS BG and NHC Ill count "Sabaoth"

as the sixth: count "Cain" (called either
"Kainan-Kasin" or "Kainan and Kae , called
Cam") as seventh: and do not mention
"Abel."

o. MS BG. "Abiressme": NHC Ill. "Abi­
ressia. 

4·29 
RR 86.28
FTh 39.28
lr<i I 29.4 
EpG 26.1.9 
RR 87:4 +

RR 95:1 T

f:gG 111 57.21
lrG I 29.4 
EpG 25.3 5

11:31. 12 20
15.19
RR 95 L1 + 

11 :26
1rG I 29.4 
lrSat I 24. I 
RR 96 3 > 

18. 19 And the ruler is impious, in its madness that is with it. • For it said,
21 "It is I who am god, and no other god exists apart from me," •for it
22 did not recognize whence its strength had come. • And the rulers made
23 seven powers for themselves: •and the powers made six angels for each
2s of themselves, •so that they amounted to 365 angels/
26 And these are the bodies belonging to the names (?):g

26 
27

28 
29 
31 
32 

33

first, Athoth." with the face of a sheep;'
second, Eloaios, with a Typhonian face (i.e. the face of a

donkey);
third, Astaphaios, with the face of a hyena; 
fourth, Iao.: with theface of a serpent and having seven heads;
fifth, Sabaoth," with the face of a dragon (or snake);
sixth, Adonin, with the face of an ape;
seventh, Sabbede ,' with a glowing face of fire.

12.33 

13.5 t­ 

h 45:21 
h 46:9
b 45:5

19:2 
EpG 26.9.6 
vs.26
11:4. 12.15
15:14. 17:8+
RR 95:2
lrUmd I .10.5
EpA 40.2.3
EpG 26. 10.1
10:28 +

34 This is the septet of the week.v
35 Now, Ialtabaoth had many 12 outward appearances, and relied upon

2.3 all of them, •so as to show any one of them according to wish; •and
dwelled in the midst of seraphim.

4.5 It (the ruler laltabaoth) shared its fire with them." -The reason it
dominated them was because of the mother's luminous power of glory

x.9 that belonged to it. • For this reason it called itself god. • And it did not
believe in the source from which it had come.

10.12 And it mixed with the authorities residing with it. • While it was
thinking and while it was speaking, the seven powers came to exist:

u.14 and it assigned a name to one power after another. 0 • It began from
above:

15
17

18 
19 

20
22 

23

first is kindness.' with the first (power), Athoth;"
second, forethought: with the second, Eloaio:"
third, divinity: with the third, Astaphaios;
fourth, lordship: with the fourth, Iao:
fifth, kingship: with the fifth, Sanbaoth;'
sixth, zeal: with the sixth, Adonein;
seventh, intelligence: with the seventh, Sabbateon.s

11:26+ 

II a. MS BG instead has "Harmoupiae!":
NHC lll. "Arrnoupiael. ..

b. MSS BG and NHC Ill. simply
"Adonin." 

c. MSS BG and NHC Ill next have "Now,
they all have other names deriving from
desire and anger. In short, they all have pairs
of names: one set given them after the su­
perior glory. the other corresponding to the
truth that shows forth their nature. And
Saklas called them by their names with ref­
erence to external appearance and with ref­ 
erence to their powers. Now, over intervals
of time they withdraw and grow faint: there­
after they grow strong and increase."

d. "Saklas" (Aramaic "fool"): a conven­
tional name of Satan in Judaism.

e. "Sarnael": Aramaic "blind god ...

25.26 And each of these has a firmament in its own eternal heaven. h • And
they were named after the glory of the heavenly realm. for the [ ... J 

28 power. • And they exercised power through the names that they had
30 been given by their first begetter: -but the names allotted to them

according to the glory of the heavenly realm led to their overthrow and
3_1 powerlessness: •and so they have pairs of names.

f. "And it shared ... 365 angels" (11:7-
250 is not present in MSS BG and NHC !II.
See. however, note I Oi.

g. Translation uncertain. MSS BG and
NHC Ill instead have "And the names of
glory belonging to those in charge of the
seven heavens are as follows."

h. MS BG instead has "Iaoth": NHC Ill.
"Atho."

1. MSS BG and NHC Ill. "of a lion ...
j. MS NHC Ill, "Iazo."
k. MSS BG and NHC Ill, "Adonaios."
I. MS BG, "Sabbataios": NHC Ill, "Sab­

badaios."
m. MSS BG and NHC Ill next have "It 

is these beings that preside over the world."

12 a. MSS BG and NHC lll next have "but
it did not bestow on them any of the uncon­
taminated light, 1.e. the power, that it had
detached from its mother."

b. MS BG next has "and appointed au­
thorities" (NHC Ill is imperfect here).

c. In MS BG the list is somewhat different:
(l) forethought: (2) divinity: (3) kindness: (4) 
fire (cf. "zeal"): (5) kingship: (6) [intelli­
gence]: (7) wisdom (Sophia).

d. MS BG instead has "la6th ...
e. MS BG, "El6aios."
f. MS BG, "Sabaoth."
g. MS BG, "Sabbataios."
h. MS BG, "has a firmament and an eter­

nal realm (aeon) in its own heaven."
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Creation of the universe
33 And it (the first ruler) put all things in order,' according to the image

of the original aeons that had come to exist, so as to 13 make all things
1 in the incorruptible manner: •not that the ruler itself had seen the
2 incorruptible, -but rather. the power within it, which it had gotten from

its mother, and which had begotten within it the image of the ordered
world."

Ialtabaoth's arrogance 
5 And seeing the creation surrounding it and the multitude of angels
8 around it that had come to exist out of it, it said to them, • .. For my
9 part, I am a jealous god. • And there is no other god apart from me."
9 ln uttering this it signified to the angels staying with it that another god

12 did exist. • For if no other one existed, of whom would it be jealous?

The mother's "movement" 
1J.14 Then the mother began to move. -She knew about the lack when the

1, radiation of her light diminished. • And she grew darker, for her consort
had not come into harmony with her.

IV. DIALOGUE OF JOHN AND THE SAVIOR
A. INTERPRETATION O.F GENESIS 1-4 

The meaning of "move" 
11 And l said, Sir. what is meant by "move"?
rn But it laughed and said, Do not suppose that it means "over the
21 waters" as Moses said. • No. rather when she saw the imperfection that

had come to exist and the theft': that her offspring had committed," she
repented.

14 And in the darkness of unacquaintance, forgetfulness came over her.
25 And she began to be ashamed, moving back and forth. •And she did 
16 not rashly try to return, hut rather she went hack and forth. • And the

going back and forth is the meaning of "move."
21.28 Now, the arrogant (ruler) had gotten power from its mother. • For it

28 was without acquaintance, •since it thought that no other existed but its
Jo mother alone. •And seeing the multitude of angels that it had created,

accordingly it exalted itself over them.

Repentance and elevation of wisdom
3:> But when the mother learned that the garment" of darkness had not

come to exist perfectly, she knew accordingly that her consort had not
.16 been in harmony with her, •and she repented 14 with much weeping.
1.2 And the entreaty of her repentance was heard, •and all the fullness

lifted up praise on her behalf unto the invisible virgin spirit, and it 
s consented." • And while the holy spirit was consenting. the holy spirit

38 

i. Or "fashioned all things." At this point
the story begin, to parallel Genesis (Gn I: If). 

13 a. ·· And they were named ... ordered
world" ( 12:26-13:20: this passage is not
present in MS BG (NHC Ill is imperfect
here).

b. Of wisdom's powc- (cf. 10:200.
c. "the imperfection ... committed": MS

BG instead has "the imperfection and the
coming rebellion of her offspring ...

d. MS BG, "the aborted foetus." perhaps
correctly (NHC Ill b imperfect here). lal­
tabaoth is meant.

14 a. "consented:" here and throughout this
passage. the Coptic verb can be translated
also "Raze out." 

Gn I.I
RK 94.34 + 
fTh 40 4z, 10.1
lrSal 1.24 I
EpS 39 I 4

11· 18
RR 94:21
Ffh 44· I
EgG Ill 58:23 
lrG 1.29.4
lrUmd I 30.6
EpG 25.2.J 
v.8
Ex 20.5 
DI 49:9
,.9
h 45.5 

Gn 1.2 

7 poured over her something of the f~llness of all. • For her consort did
8 not come to her (m person); -rather, 1t came to her through the fullness,
9 in order to rectify her lack. h • And she was conveyed not to her own

11 eternal realm but to a place higher than her offspring, -so as to dwell in
the ninth- (heaven) until she rectified her lack.:'

Projection of an image of a human being

11_14 And a voice emanated from above the exalted aeons: •"The human
15 being exists, and the child of the human being." c • But laltabaoth the

first ruler listened and thought that this voice came from its mother.
1x and it did not know where it had come from.
18 And the holy mother-father" and complete, perfect forethought, the

image of the invisible. i.e. of the parent of the entirety in whom the
entirety had come to exist, the first human being, showed them= that it

24 had revealed its image in a representation like a portrait statue. • And
26 all the eternal realm of the first ruler trembled, -and the foundations of
26 the abyss moved. • And through the waters that are over the material

realm, the bottom [shone] because of the [appearance] of its image that
had appeared.

.10 And when all the authorities and the first ruler were dumbfounded."
JJ they saw that the whole lower part shone; •and by the light, they saw

in the water the representation of the image. 15

Creation of the animate Adam
1.2 And it (the first ruler) said to the authorities dwelling with it, •"Come.

let us make a human being after the image of god" and after our images,
J.5 so that the human being's image might serve as a light for us." • And

they performed the act of creation by means of one another's power,
6 according to the characteristics given to them. • And each of the

authorities" put into that being's soul- a characteristic corresponding to
9 the representation of the image that they had seen. • And they made a

11 subsistent entity. after the image of the perfect first human being. • And
they said. "Let us call him Adam, so that we might have his" name as
a luminous power."

13 And the powers began:

14 
15

16 

the first, kindness,' made an animate element' of bone.
The second, forethought, made an animate element of connec­

tive tissue.
The third, divinity, made an animate element of flesh.

23 :w. 25:9 
EgG 61 14+ z, 45. 17

EgG 111594
lrSal I 24.1

J0· 19''

Gn I 2b
Gn 1.3

Gn ! 4a 

Gn 1-:?6 
KK 87:23 +
FJ'h 40·24
hU111d 1.30.6
EpS 39 2 I

8.28 

12· 15 

Gn 1.2 
FTh 40:3
EgG 111 59:6
Zs 10 7 
lr(i 1.29.4
EpG 25.2.4

b...For her consort ... her lack .. : MSS
BG and NHC III instead have "Her consort
came down to her to rectify her lack; ( plural).
It was pleased to rectify her lack, by the
agency of forethought."

c. In the list of twelve aeons given in 8:7f.
the ninth from the bottom is afterthought.

d. By returning to regain the stolen power
("lack") m the person of life (Zoe). a lumi­
nous afterthought sent from afterthought
proper.

e. "human being child of the human
being.. : or "man son of man": 1.e. the
Gcradamas and the great Seth.

f. MS BG instead has "the holy perfect
parent." 

g. All the rulers.

h. MSS BG and NHC Ill instead have
.. bent down." 

15 a. Forethought. the "first human being ...
b. MSS BG :ind NHC Ill instead have

"powers."
c. Or ..animate (subsistence)." The orig­

inal reading of the text is uncertain here.
d. For convenience of identification, the

name Adam 1s hereafter picked up by "he"
in the English translation.

e. In MS BG the list is somewhat different:
(I) divinity: (2) kindness: (3) fire (cf. "zeal"):
(4) forethought: (5) kingship: (6) intelligence:
(7) wisdom (Sophia).

f. "animate element": lit. "soul." Greek
psykhe . 



18 The fourth, lordship, made an animate element of marrow _g

l9 The fifth. kingship. made an animate element of blood.
20 The sixth. zeal, made an animate element of skin.
" The seventh. intelligence, made an animate element of hair."

,, ,4 And the multitude of angels stood before him. -And the seven
- -- substances of the animate subsistence' were taken by the authorities.

26 so that the regularizing of limbs and parts and the joining. i.e. ordering,
of each of the constituents might be brought about.

32 

33 

15

9 

12 

13 

14 

16 

18 

20
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The first.' Raphao, began by making the crown of the head:
Abron C') made the skull:
Mcniggcsstroeth made the brain:
Asterekhme , the right eye:
Thaspornakha, the left eye:
Ieronumos, the right car:
Bissoum, the left ear:
Akioreim, the nose: 16 
Banenephrourn, the lips:
Amen, the front teeth:
Ibikan, the back teeth:
Basiliademe , the tonsils:
Akhkha, the uvula:
Adaban, the back of the neck;
Khaaman, the neck bone:
Dearkho, the throat:
Tebar. the right shoulder:
[ ... I. [the I left shoulder:
Mniarkhon, the [right] elbow:
[ ... ]. the left elbow:
Abitrion, the palm of the right hand:
Euanthen, the palm of the left hand:
Krus. the back of the right hand:
Beluai , the back of the left hand;
Treneu, the fingers of the right hand:
Balbel, the fingers of the left hand:
Krirna. the fingernails:
Astrops, the right nipple:
Barroph, the left nipple:
Baourn, the right armpit:
Ararirn, the left armpit:
Arekh.: the bodily cavity:
Phthaue, the navel;
Senaphim, the abdomen;
Arakhethopi, the right side:
Zabedo, the left side:
Barias. the lower back on the right:
Phnouth, the lower back on the left;
Abenlenarkhei, the marrow:
Khnoumeninorin. the skeleton:
Gesole , the stomach:
Agrornauma, the heart:

g. MS BG next has "and all the system
of the body ... 

h. MS BG next has "and they set all the
bodv in order"; NHC Ill. "and they set all
It he] human being in order. ..

i. Or "soul.··

j. The following passage. 15:29-19:8f (" ...
Book o( Zoroaster:"), is not found in MSS 
BG and NHC Ill.

40 
41 17:12

24 
24

28 
28 

29

30

14

6 
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Bano. the lungs:
Sostrapal, the liver:
Anesimalar, the spleen;
Thopithro. the intestines:
Biblo , the kidneys:
Roeror, the connective tissue;"
Taphreo , the vertebrae:
Ipouspoboba, the veins;
Bineborin. the arteries;
Latoirnenpsephci, the pneumatic' system within all the limbs:
Enthollei[.], all the flesh:
Bedouk , the right buttock (?);
Arabeei, the left (buttock (?)):
( ... ),d the penis:
Eilo, the testicles:
Sorma, the private parts:
Gormakaiokhlabar, the right thigh:
Nebrith, the left thigh;
Pserern, the muscles of the right thigh:
Asaklas, the muscle of the left thigh:
Ormaoth, the right knee:
Emenun, the left knee:
Knuks, the right leg: 17 
Tupelon, the left leg:
Akhiel , the right ankle:
Phnerne , the left ankle:
Phiouthrom, the right foot:
Boabel, the toes of the right foot:
Trakhoun, the left foot:
Phikna, the toes of the left foot;
Miarnai , the toenails:
Labernium. (the ... )."

1 Now, those which are ordained in charge of the preceding are seven in
number:

Athoth:
Armas;
Kalila:
label:
Sabaoth;
Cain;
Abel.

~ And those which provide activation in the limbs are. according to parts:

10 first the head. Diolimodraza;
10 the back of the neck, lammeaks:
11 the right shoulder. lakouib:

the lett shoulder, Ouerton;
12 the right hand. Oudidi:

the left hand, Arbao:
the fingers of the right hand. Lampno:
the fingers of the left hand. Leekaphar;

16 a. Or · · Arekhe ...

b. Or "nervous system." words. having .. Arabeci, the left penis."
c. Or "respiratory."
d. The word "(buttock) ('.')'" and the an- 17 a. One or more words are inadvertently

gel's name are missing. Through an inad- omitted here.
vcrtence. MSS NHC II and IV omit a few
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the right nipple, Barbar;
the left nipple, lrnae:
the chest, Pisandiaptes;
the right armpit, Koade:
the left armpit, Odeor:
the right side, Asphiksiks:
the left side. Sunogkhouta:"
the bodily cavity. Arouph: 
the abdomen, Sabalo:
the right thigh. Kharkharb:
the left thigh, Khthaon: 
all the private parts, Bathinoth :'
the right knee, Khouks: 
the left knee, Kharkha:
the right leg, Aroer:
the left leg, Toekhtha:
the right ankle, Aol: 
the left ankle, Kharaner:
the right foot, Bastan:
the toes of the right foot, Arkhentekhtha:
the left foot. Marephnounth:
the toes of the left foot, Abrana.

29 [And(?)] seven. i.e. 7, were [ordained(?)! in charge of the preceding: 1H

30 Mikhael: 
Ouriel:
Asmenedas: 
Saphasatoel;
Aarmouriam:
Rikhram:

15 

17 

18 

19 

20

22

2(, 

Arniorps.

i, 11 And those which are in charge of perception are Arkhendekta: •and the
· ··;~ one that is in charge of reception," Deitharbathas: -of imaging.' Ournmaa:

35.1 of [harmony (with imaged informationl], 18 Aakhiararn: -of all impulse
to action," Riaramnakho. . .. 

And the wellspring of the demons that are in all the body 1s d1v1de_d
5 in four: heat. cold. wetness, dryness. -And the mother o! them all 1s

matter.

Ruling over heat (is) Phloksopha:
cold, Oroorrothos:
dryness. Erimakho:
wetness, Athuro.

10 And Onorthokhrasaei the mother of all these stands in their midst, of
13 unlimited extent; and she is mixed with all of them. • And truly she is

matter. for they are nourished by her.
14 The four leading demons:

Epherncmphi belongs with pleasure;
Ioko , with desire;
Nenentophni, with grief:
Blaornen. with fear.

15 
16
17 
18 

b. Or "Sounogkhouta ... 
c. Or "Thabin ..
ct. Or "perceived information ...
e. Or "received information."

18 a. "reception . . . imaging [har­ 
mony] ... impulse to action": jargon from
the ethical division of Stoic philosophy.

18.19 And the mother of them all (is) Esthensis-Oukh-Epi-Ptoe.0 •And out of
the four demons came passions.

211 From grief:

envy;
fanaticism:
pain;
distress;
contention for victory:
lack of repentance;
anxiety;
mourning;
and so forth.

24 From pleasure come many imperfections and vain boasting, and the
like.

20 From desire:

anger;
wrath:
[bitterness]:
bitter lust;
insatiableness;
and the like.

.10 From fear:

terror;
entreaty;
anguish:
shame.

.11. i2 Now, all these are as it were virtues' and vices. • And the thought of
1 their truth is Anaio (?), which is the head of the material soul: 19 •for it

dwells with Esrhesis-Zoukh-Epi-Ptoe.»
2 . .1 Here is the number of the angels: all told, they amount to 365: •and 11.2;

they all labored at him (the human being), until limb by limb the animate
and material body> was completed.

6 Now. others, whom I have not mentioned to you (sing.), preside over
8 the rest of the passions: -and if you want to know about them, the

matter is written in the Book of Zoroaster. Porph 16.J,

His immobility
10 And all the angels and demons labored, until they put the animate RR 88.4 

u body in order. • And for a long time their product existed inactive and :;t·:;": f\\ 6 
immovable.'

Passage of wisdom's power into Adam
1s So when the mother wished to recover the power that she had

surrendered to the first ruler. she entreated the greatly merciful mother-

b. Le. Greek aisthesis oukh epi ptoa, 
"perception not in a state of excitement":
more Stoic ethical jargon, a description of
the psychic state of the virtuous person.

c. Or "valued categories."

19 a. Greek for either "perception not in a
state of excitement" or "the seven percep­
tive faculties not in a state of excitement";
cf. note 18b.

10: 19 
RR 87 4 
FTh 40:25
lrSat 1.24.1
lrtlmd U0.6

b. "and material": with these words the
narrator anticipates slightly, since the ma­
terial body's creation is described at 20:28f.
The present passage tells only how the "an­
imate ... body was completed ...

c. MSS BG and NHC Ill next have "For.
the seven authorities could not raise it: nei­
ther could the 360 angels that had constructed
the chains ...
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18 father" of the entirety; •and by divine counsel the mother-father sent
21 five lumim:ries< in place off the angels of the first ruler. •[And] they

counseled 1t (the ruler), and m consequence, the mother's power was
extracted from it.

22 Indeed. they said to Ialtabaoth, "Blow some of your spirit into his
2, face and his body will arise." • And Ialtabaoth blew some of its spirit,

that is, the power of its mother, upon him.
27.28 It did not understand, since it existed without acquaintance. • And the

mother's power left Altabaoth (i.e , Ialtabaoth) and entered the animate
body. which they had labored at after the image of the aboriginal existent.

Relegation of Adam to the realm of matter

12 ..14 The body moved, became strong, and shone. • And in that moment
1 the rest of the powers became envious; 20 -for by the efforts ofall of
2 them he had come to exist, •and they had given their power to the
1 human being.: • And his intelligence became stronger than those which

had made him, and stronger than the first ruler.
1 Now, when they knew that he shone, thought more than they did.

and was naked of imperfection, they took him and cast him down into
the lower part of all matter.

Sending of a helper (life) to Adam

9 But the blessed, beneficent. compassionate mother-father had pity on
1J the mother's power. which had been extracted from the first ruler; -and

furthermore (had pity) because they were about to gain control over the
14 animate and perceptible body. • And by its beneficent spirit whose mercy

1s great 1t sent unto Adam a helper, a luminous afterthought." which
19 derived from it and which was called life (Zoe). •And afterthought

rendered assistance to the whole creature, suffering along with hi~;'
20.21 leading him into his fulfillment:" -teaching him about his descent as the

23 posterity=-vabout the way of ascent, by which he had descended.
24 And the afterthought of the light hid within Adam so that the rulers
21 might not understand, •and that rather the afterthought- might be a

rectification of the mother's lack.'

Creation of Adam's material body

28 And the human being became visible because of the light's shadow
30 that existed within him, •and his thinking surpassed all those who had
.12 made him. • When they looked up. they beheld that his thinking was
3J higher. • And along with all the host of rulers and the host of angels,
J, they made a plan. -Taking fire, earth. 21 and water, they mixed them

2 together with the four fiery winds. • And they became forged to one
4 another, and a great disturbance was made. • And they brought him into

d. Forethought.
e. MS BG instead ha, "sent the self­

originate and its four luminaries."
f. MSS BG and NHC Ill. "after the man­

ner of."

20 a MS NHC Ill next has "And he bore
(within him I the souls of the seven authorities
and their powers."

b. Forethought (the "mother-father") send,
wisdom back down into the material world
from her temporary residence in the ninth

heaven. the realm of the aeon afterthought
( 14: l lf ). Wisdom as an envoy of forethought
is called forethought's afterthought, an "af­ 
terthought. which derived from it."

c. Or "to all creation, suffering along with
them."

d. Or "fullness."
e. "the afterthought": MSS BG and NHC

lII instead have "wisdom (Sophia) our sibling
that resembles us ...

f. l.e. might bring about the reclamation
of the missing power.
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RAd 64:2:2 +
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the shadow of death, in order to perform again the act of modeling, out
-; of earth, water, fire, and the spirit that derives from matter-•that is,

out ot: the ignorance of darkness, ~nd desire, and their counterfeit spirit."
9 That 1s the cave'' of the remodeling of the body in which the brigands

12 clothed- the human being, the bond" of forgetfulness. • And he became
13 a mortal human being. • It is he who was the first to descend. and the

first to separate.
14 But it was the afterthought of the light within him that was raising his

thinking.

His introduction into paradise 
10 And the rulers _brought him and put him in the garden (paradise).

18.19 And they said to him, "Eat't=-namely. at leisure.• For in fact their food-
21 is b_itter, and th_eir beauty is lawless; •while their enjoyment is deception,

their trees are impiety, their fruit is incurable poison, and their promise
24 1s death. • And it was in the midst of the garden that they put the tree

of their life.

Trees of paradise
26 Now, I shall teach you (plur.) what is the mystery of their life. the
29 plan they made with one another. the image of their spirit;' -its root is
31 ?tHer; its bran~hcs are deadly; -its shade is hateful; deception resides
31 m its leaves; -rts blossom is the anointing of wickedness; its fruit is

34.36 death; -its seed is desire; and it is in the dark that it blossoms. •The
2 dwelling place of those who eat 22 of it is Hades, •and the darkness is

their realm of repose.
.1 But as for that tree which is called by them the tree of acquaintance

with _goo~ a_nd evil, and which is the afterthought of the light, they"
remained m its pres_enceb lest he- gaze upon his fulfillment" and recognize

9 the nakedness of his shame. -But l rectified them so that they ate.

The snake
9 And l said to the savior, Sir, was it not the snake that taught Adam

to eat?
11.12 The savior laughed and said, -The snake taught them to consume

imperfection consisting of the sowing of desire for corruption, so that
15 he (Adam) might become useful to it.• And it knew that he was disobedient

to it< because of the light of the afterthought dwelling within him and
1x making him more upright in his thinking than the first ruler. -And it

21 a. "counterfeit": or "mimicking. imita­
tive." Cf. 29: 14f. MS BG instead has "ad­
versarial spirit."

b. "shadow ... cave (Greek spelaiont" 
(21 :4-9f): Platonist cliches for the material
world, based ultimately on Plato's Republic, 
book 7. "Cave .. is also traditionally associ­
ated with "brigands" (21 :9f).

c. The "brigands" (a cliche for demons)
are the rulers; the material body is here
likened to the sours garment in which it is
"clothed, .. another cliche.

d. "bond": a Platonist cliche for the ma­
terial body.

e. Or "enjoyment."
f. The counterfeit spirit. Instead of "the

22.3::! +

20 19 +

Gn ~ 15 
RR 88.24 

Ffh 44. 19 

Gn 2·9 
RR 89 34
lrG 1.29.3
IrUmd I 30 9
EpG 26.2.6

20· 19 +

RR 87:23 + image of their spirit" MSS BG and NHC III 
have "namely their counterfeit spirit that
derives from them so as to turn him back.
so that he might not know his fulfillment (or
fullness). That tree JS of the following sort."

22 a. The rulers.
b. "remained in its presence .. : MSS BG

and NHC III instead have "gave the com­
mand not to taste of it. i.e. not to hearken
to it; for the commandment was directed
against him ...

c. Adam.
ct. Or "fullness."
e. Thesnake is identified with one of the

rulers. as in lrUnid.
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wanted to extract from Adam the power that it had imparted to him.
20 And it caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam. Gn 2.21

Creation of Eve
21 And I said to the savior, What does "deep sleep" mean?

22.n And it said, It is not as you have heard that Moses wrote; -for in his
First Book (i.e. Genesis) he said that he made him lie down: no, rather

25 (it means) in his perceptions.' • For also he said through the prophet. "I
shall make their hearts» heavy, that they might not understand, and
might not be able to see."

2x.29 Next the afterthought of the light hid within him. • And the first ruler
31 wanted to extract it from his side. • But the afterthought of the light is
32 incomprehensible: •although the darkness was pursuing it, it could not

comprehend" it.
32 And it (the ruler) extracted a portion of his power from him and

performed another act of modeling, in the form of a female, after the
36 image of the afterthought that had been shown forth to it. • And into the

modeled form of femaleness it brought 23 the portion it had taken from
the power" of the human being-not "his rib," as Moses said.

4.5 And he saw the woman beside him. • And at that moment the luminous
afterthought was shown forth, for it had removed the veil from around

8 his heart; •and he became sober out of the drunkenness" of the darkness.
9 And he recognized his partner in essence, and said, "This now is bone

11 of my bones and flesh of my flesh. •Therefore man will leave his father
and his mother and cleave to his wife, and they shall both become one
flesh. For his consort will be sent to him."

20 Now, wisdom (Sophia) our sibling, who innocently descended" in
order to rectify her lack, was therefore called life (Zoe)-i.e. mother of

15 the living-by the forethought of the absolute power of heaven. • And
15 [ .•• ] him[ ... ]. -And thanks to it (life) they tasted perfect acquaintance.
20 I myself was shown forth in the manner of an eagle upon the tree of

acquaintance-which is the afterthought deriving from the uncontami- 
30 nated, luminous forethought-•so that I might teach them and raise them
31 out of the depth of sleep. • For they both dwelled in a corpse," and knew
33 that they were naked. •The shining afterthought was shown forth to

them, raising their thinking.

The expulsion from paradise
35 But when Aldabaoth (i.e. laltabaoth) knew that they had withdrawn
37 from it, it cursed its earth. -It found the female preparing 24 herself for

1.2 her male-•he was master over her," •for he was not acquainted with
the mystery that had come to pass from the holy plan.

4.4 And they were afraid to rebuke it (Ialtabaoth). • And he (Adam)
6 showed" its lack of acquaintance that is within it to its angels. • And itc
7 expelled them from the garden, -and clothed them in obscure darkness.

f. MSS BG and NHC Ill instead have
"rather. it covered his perception, with a
veil and weighed him down with uncon­ 
sciousness. 

g. MSS BG and NHC III. "the ears of
their hearts ...

h. Or "seize ...

23 a. Wisdom's "power" b now divided
between Adam and Eve: by them it will be
transmitted into succeeding generations in
the form of soul. cf. 26:26f.

b. Another common cliche for unpercep­ 
tiveness, especially typical of gnostic texts.

c. As the luminous afterthought.
d. "corpse." or "fallen thing.": the body.

24 a. "It found ... over her" (23:37-24: lf ):
MSS BG and NHC Ill instead have "And
what is more. it gave over the female so that
the male might be master over her...

b. Or possibly "it (Ialdabaoth) dis­
played."

c. MS BG instead has "its angels."

RR 89:3

1.1 18
lrSat ! .24.2 

20:19+

21: 13
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Cain and Abel
8 And the first ruler saw the female virgin" standing with Adam, and

saw that the living, luminous afterthought had been shown forth within
12.13 her. • And Aldabaoth became filled with lack of acquaintance. -Now, 

the forethought of the entirety learned of this, and sent certain beings,
1s who caught life (Zoe) up out of Eve. • And the first ruler defiled her:

and begot on her two sons-the first and the second, Eloirn and Iaue.'
1x.19 Eloim has the face of a bear; Iaue, the face of a cat. •One is just, the

20 other is unjust: laue is just, Eloirn is unjust. • It established Iaue in
charge of fire and wind, and established Eloim in charge of water and

24 earth. •And it called them by the names Cain and Abel, with trickery in
mind.

20 And to the present day sexual intercourse, which originated from the
2s first ruler, has remained. • And in the female who belonged to Adam it
29 sowed a seed of desire: -and by sexual intercourse it raised up birth in
31 the image of the bodies. • And it supplied them some of its counterfeit
32 spirit. • And it established the two rulers in charge of realms, so that

they ruled over the cave.s

Seth
14 Now, after Adam had known the image of his own prior acquaintance,"

he begot the image 25 of the child of the human being;' and called him
Seth, after the race> in the eternal realms.

Likewise, also the mother sent down her spirit" in the image of the
female being that resembled her, as a counterpart of what is in the

1 fullness: •for shed was going to prepare a dwelling place for aeons that
were going to descend.

Oblivion of Adam and Eve
7 And they were given water of forgetfulness- by the first ruler, so that

they might not know themselves and realize where they had come from.
9 And so the posterity temporarily remained, rendering service, so that

whenever the spirit' would descend from the holy aeons it might rectify
14 the posterity and heal it of the lack: -so that the entire fullness might

become holy and without lack.

d. Eve.
e. Carnal Eve. from whom wisdom has

now escaped.
f. "Eloim ... Iaue ": in Genesis and other

Old Testament books Elohim and Yahweh
(Jehovah) are names of the creator of this
world. the god of Israel.

g. I.e. the material world (cf. note 21b).
h. Had had intercourse with Eve.

25 a. Or "the son of man." 
b. Or "after the manner of birth."
c. To compensate for the departure of the

spiritual element from Adam, Eve. and their
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B. THE SALVATION OF SOULS 

Gn .l:24

The spirit of life
16 And I for my part said to the savior, Sir, will all souls then be saved

and go into the uncontaminated light?

first two offspring (cf. 24: 130. wisdom now
sends the "spirit" of life to humankind. It
will remain in Seth', posterity a, the element
capable of being awakened and saved by
true religion.

d. "the female being ... she": possibly
Seth ·s sister and wife. Norea. known from
other Sethian texts where considerable em­
phasis i, placed upon her role in establishing
the posterity of Seth: cf. RR 91 :34f: EpS
39.5.2-3: EpG 26.1. If.

e. Or "deep sleep ...
f. Forethought (the "holy spirit") as sav­

ior. 
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18 It answered and said to me, The matters that have arisen in your mind
20 are important ones: -indeed, it is difficult to disclose them t~ any ~~t

those who belong to the immovable race," upon whom the spmt of life
25 will descend and dwell with power." •They will attain salvation and

26.21, become perfect. • And they will become worthy of greatnesses. • And
there they will become purified of every imperfection and of the anxieties

19 of wickedness: •being anxious for nothing except incorruptibility alone:
30 meditating on it thenceforth without anger, envy, grudging, desire, or
.1.1 insatiableness as regards the entirety; -restrained by nothing but the
.15 subsistent entity of the flesh, which they wear, •awaiting the time when

1 they will be visited 26 by those beings who take away. -Such souls are
.1 worthy of eternal, incorruptible life and calling: •abiding all things and

enduring all things so that they might complete the contest and inherit
eternal life.

7 l said to him, Sir, can the souls upon whom the spirit of life .has
descended, but who did not perform these deeds [attain salvation]?

10 It answered and said to me, If the spirit descends upon them, it is
12.12 quite sure that they will attain salvation: •and they will migrate.• Indeed,

14 the power will descend unto everyone"-•for without it no one can stand
5 up. • And after they are begotten, if the spirit of life increases-for the

power comes (to them)--it strengthens that soul," and nothing can
20 mislead it into the works of wickedness. • But those upon whom the

counterfeit spirit descends will be beguiled by it and go astray.
22.2.1 But for my part I said, -Sir, so when the souls of these people have

come forth from their flesh, where will they go?
25_21, And it laughed and said to me, •The soul-which means the power­

will increase within it (the flesh) more greatly than the counterfeit spirit;
2x.28 for it (the soul) is strong and will flee from wickedness.• And by visitation

of the incorruptible it will attain salvation and be taken into the repose
of the aeons.

The counterfeit spirit
32 But for my part I said, Sir, then where will the souls of these others,

who have not known to whom they belong, reside?
35 And it said to me, In the case of those others, the counterfeit spirit

1 has increased 27 within them while they were going astray. • And it
2 weighs down the soul, -and beguiles it into the works of wickedness,

3.4 and casts it into forgetfulness" ( or deep sleep). • And after it has come
forth it is given into the charge of the authorities, who exist because of

o the ruler. • And they bind it with bonds and cast it into the prison. b

s And they go around with it· until it awakens out of forgetfulness and
10 takes acquaintance unto itself. • And in this way, when it becomes perfect

it attains salvation.
11.12 But for my part I said, Sir, how is it that -the soul becomes thinner

and thinner, returning then to the nature of its mother or to the human
being?

14.10 Then it was happy when I asked it this, and said to me, -You are

g. The posterity of Seth.
h. Or "with the power ...

26 a. Wisdom's "power" (19:280 is trans­
mitted, "descends, .. to all the posterity of
Adam in the form of soul, the animating
element.

b. The Coptic text of MS NHC II is slightly
corrupt here. MS NHC Ill instead has .. After
a person is begotten. the counterfeit spirit of

life of [ ... ] is introduced. Now. if the strong
(i.e. true) spirit of life [comes), the power or
[soul) becomes strong [and is not! misled
into wickedness ...

27 a. Cf. 22:23f. 25:7f.
b. Cause it to become reincarnate in an­

other material body ("prison").
c. In cycles of reincarnation.

RAd 66.1 +
RR 96:22 t
f·7·h 41.21
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11 truly blessed, for you have understood! •That soul will be made to follow
19 the guidance of another in which the spirit of life resides, •and by that
20 other it attains salvation, •and so is not cast into flesh again.

Apostates
21 And I said, Sir, where will the souls go of those who have gained

acquaintance and then turned away?
24 Then it said to me, They will be taken to the place where the angels
26 of poverty go--• it is the place where no act of repentance is performed-
21 and they will be kept until the day when those who have uttered

blasphemy against the spirit will be tortured and punished with eternal
punishment.

C. THE ENSLAVEMENT OF HUMANKIND 

Destiny
31 But for my part I said, Sir, where did the counterfeit spirit come

from?
33 Then it said to me, It is the mother-father who is greatly merciful, the

holy spirit who in every way is compassionate and 28 suffers with you
2 (plur.), that is, the afterthought of the luminous forethought." •And it

raised up the posterity of the perfect race, raised their thinking, and
raised up the eternal light of the human being.

6 When the first ruler knew that they were greatly superior to it and
that they thought more than it did, it then wanted to arrest their
pondering; and it did not realize that they were superior to it in thought

11 and that it could not lay hold of them. • In the company of its authorities,
12 that is, its powers, it made a plan. • And in turns they fornicated with

1.1.15 wisdom; •and by them, destiny was begotten as bitterness (?): •this is
the last and varied bond, which is of diverse sorts, for they (the

11 authorities) differ from one another. • And it is difficult and overpowers
that being with whom the deities, angels, demons, and all the races have

21 mingled down to the present day. • For out of that destiny were shown
forth all impieties: violent action; blasphemy and the bond of forgetful-

24 ness; lack of acquaintance; •and all burdensome precepts, burdensome
26 sins, and great fears. • And thus they made all creation blind so that the
29 deity above them all might not be recognized. • And because of the bond

of forgetfulness, their sins became hidden (to them): for they had been
bound with measures. times, and ages, since it exerted mastery over
all.

The flood and Noah
.12 And it (the ruler) repented of all things that had come to exist because
34 of it. • Again it made a plan: to bring down a flood 29 upon the human

creation.
1 But the greatness of the light of forethought taught Noah, and he
4 preached to all the posterity, that is, the children of humankind. • And
6 those who were alien to him did not pay heed to him. •They did not-
7 as Moses said-hide in an ark; •rather, it was in a certain place that
s they hid. • Not only Noah, but many other people from the immovable

28 a. The text may be corrupt here. Possibly
some words have been left out. a; follows:
"The mother-father that is greatly merciful.
the holy spirit that in every way is compas-
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sionate and suffers with you (plur.), ( ... ).
that is, the afterthought of the luminous
forethought." Instead of "mother-father."
MS BG has simply "mother."
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12 race. went into a certain place and hid within a luminous cloud. -And 
13 they recognized his absolute power. •And with him was that being which

belonged to the light, who had illuminated them.

The counterfeit spirit 
14.16 For it (the ruler) had brought darkness down over all the earth. • And

11 in the company of its powers, it made a plan. • It sent its angels to the
daughters of humankind to take some of them unto themselves and so

20 to raise up a posterity as a comfort for themselves. • And at first they
21 did not succeed. -Then after they had not succeeded, they assembled
23 again, and all together made a plan. •They made a counterfeit spirit in

the image of the spirit that had descended, by which they would befoul
26 the souls. • And the angels changed in image, after the images of their

spouses," filling them with the spirit of darkness, which they mixed with
30 them, and with wickedness. -They brought gold, silver, gifts, copper,
33 iron, metal, and all kinds of raw materials. •And they beguiled the people

who followed them into great anxieties, 30 leading them astray in many
2 errors. • Humankind grew old without having any leisure, and died

without discovering any truth or becoming acquainted with the god of
4 truth. • And thus was the whole creation perpetually enslaved, from the

foundation of the world down to the present time.
1 And they married women and begot children out of the darkness,

s.9 after the image of their spirit. • And their hearts became closed and
hardened with the hardness of the counterfeit spirit. down to the present
time.

II 

13

15
15 
17

17

19 
20
21

21

23
24

25 

27

30
31

32
33

For, I existed in the beginning, traveling in every path of
travel.

For it is I who am the riches of the light;
It is I who am the memory of the fullness.
And I traveled in the greatness of the darkness,
And I continued until I entered the midst of the prison.
And the foundations of chaos moved.
And for my part, I hid from them because of their evil;
And they did not recognize me.
Again I returned, for a second time.
And I traveled, coming into the beings of the light­
I, who am the memory of the forethought.
I entered the midst of the darkness and the interior of Hades,

striving for my governance.
And the foundations of chaos moved, as though to fall down

upon those who dwelt in chaos and destroy them.
And once again I hastened back to my luminous root."
Lest they be destroyed before their time.

Yet a third time I traveled-
! who am the light that exists within the light,

29 a. Or "doubles."

30 a. The following passage. 30: 11 f ("Then
I ... ") to 3l:27f ('"in your ears") is not
present in MSS BG and NHC Ill. which

instead have simply "then in the beginning
the blessed mother-father. who is greatly
merciful. takes form in its posterity. l have
come to the perfect realm (aeon)."

b. Or "source."

RA<l 70:16

Gn 6 2

On 6:5

V. POEM OF DELIVERANCE 
Then" I, the perfect forethought of the entirety, transformed myself RR 97: 1

into my posterity.

RR 96:28 + 
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I the memory of the forethought-
So that I might enter the midst of the darkness and the

interior 31 of Hades:
l filled my face with the light of the end of their realm.
And I entered the midst of their prison,
Which is the prison of the body.
And I said, "O listener, arise from heavy sleep."
And that person wept and shed tears, heavy tears;
And wiped them away and said, "Who is calling my name?
"And from where has my hope come, as I dwell in the bonds

of the prison?"
And I said, "It is I who am the forethought of the

uncontaminated light;
"It is I who am the thinking of the virgin spirit,
'' And I who am leading you to the place of honor.
"Arise! Keep in mind that you are the person who has

listened;
"Follow your root, which is myself, the compassionate;
"Be on your guard against the angels of poverty and the

demons of chaos and all those who are entwined with you;
"And be wakeful, (now that you have come) out of heavy

sleep and out of the garment in the interior of Hades."
And I raised and sealed that person, with the light of the

water of five seals,"
So that from thenceforth death might not have power over

that person.
And lo, now I shall enter the perfect eternal realm:
l have completed all things for you (sing.) in your ears.

2s For my part, Jb have told you (sing.) all things, so that you might
write them down and transmit them secretly to those who are like you

31 in spirit. -For this is the mystery of the immovable race.s
FJ'h 36:4 + 

14,26"'

VI. FRAME STORY (CONCLUSION)
32 And the savior transmitted these things to him (John) so that he might
34 write them down and keep them safe. -And it said to him, "Cursed be

anyone who sells these in exchange for a bribe, for foodstuffs, for drink,
1 for clothing, or for anything else 32 of the sort." • And these things were

transmitted to him mystically; and immediately, it vanished from before
4 him. • And he came to his fellow disciples and informed them of what
6 the savior had told him. -Jssus (ls) THE ANOINTED (CHRlST)!" AMEN!h

FJ"h 47:11
EpS 39.3.1

31 a. The "five seals" are associated with
the reception of gnosis in gnostic baptism
(for which. see "Historical Introduction" in
Part One).

b. The savior. forethought.
c. MS BG here adds: "Now. the mother

came before me once again. Moreover. these
are the things she did in the world. She
caused the posterity to stand at rest. I shall
tell you (plur.) about what ,s going to come
to pass."

32 a. "the anointed": the divine self-origi-

12:6

lrSat 1.24 2 + 

RAd 66: I 
F·Th 35:21

4:26 c

FTh 49:27+
EgG 56:25

RAd 85 3
Fr 68.16

nate (cf. 6:23[). This is the only reference in
BJn to the Incarnation. Because it does not
occur within the central body of the work,
some scholars have suspected that it is not
part of the original but rather b a pious
exclamation added by an ancient Christian
gnostic copyist or editor. On the other hand.
for gnostic elaborations of the Incarnation.
see FTh, EgG, lrUnid, EpS. EpA, EpG: and
probably RAd.

b. In the manuscripts the title of this work
is written after the text (at 32:7f).



THE REVELATION OF ADAM

angelic beings-about whom none of the races of humankind knows
9 anything-who will deliver them. • For, they will be situated atop a high EgG 80: 16➔

mountain upon a rocky outcrop': of truth.
12 They will be called oracles" of incorruptibility [and] truth (given) unto

those who, by wisdom of acquaintance and by teaching of angelic beings,
18 are eternally acquainted with the eternal god: -because he is acquainted

with all things.

HI. TRANSMISSION AND CONTENTS OF THE TREATISE
19,21 These are the revelations that Adam disclosed to his son Seth. • And 64:2

22 his son taught them to his seed. •This is the secret acquaintance of
24 Adam that he delivered unto Seth •and which, for those who are
26 acquainted with eternal acquaintance •through the agency of the reason-

born beings and the incorruptible luminaries who emanated from the
30 holy seed, is holy baptism," • Iesseus-Mazareus-Iessedekeus, [the living] EgG 75 2s + 

water.'

b. Or "rock."
c. Or "utterances."
d. True ("holy") baptism is "acquain­

tance" (gnosis),

e. Uncertain remnants of one more line of
text survive; apparently it was the title "Rev­
elation of Adam" copied as a subscript,
duplicating 64: If.

64 

THE REALITY OF THE RULERS
(RR) 

Contents
The Reality <!f the Rulers ("Hypostasis of the Archons") recounts the gnostic myth

from the creation of Ialdabaoth down to Noah and the flood and concludes with a
prediction of the final advent of the savior, the destruction of demonic powers, and
the victory of the gnostics. In the first half of the work the story line intertwines with
the wording of Genesis in the Septuagint Greek version. tacitly calling attention to
discrepancies between the myth and canonical scripture. Of special importance is an
unusual account of the rebellion of Sabaoth against his satanic father laldabaoth and
his eventual installment as lord of the seventh heaven, i.e. as the god of Israel (?). 
Learned etymologies and puns on Semitic names suggest close contact with a Jewish
or Jewish-Christian milieu, despite the anti-Jewish intention of the myth. Apart from
the opening paragraph, no elements clearly characteristic of non-gnostic Christianity
occur in the work. The author's theological perspective stresses the activity of
divine providence ("the will of the parent") even in the deeds of the demonic rulers.
probably thus altering to some degree the original intent of gnostic myth.

Literary background
The author and place of composition of RR are unknown. The date of its

composition must be sometime before A.D 350, the approximate date of the MS.
The language of composition was Greek.

RR has a complex mixture of genres in which various traditional materials are
subordinated to others:

I. Learned treatise
A. Cosmogony
B. "True history" of humankind

l. Angelic revelation dialogue
a. Cosmogony
b. Historical predictions

The whole work is presented as a learned treatise in which a teacher addresses a
topic ostensibly suggested by the dedicatee of the work. The treatise begins with a
fragment of cosmogony, which leads naturally into a revisionistic "true history" of
the events in Gn 2:7f. Within the narration of the true history occurs an angelic 
revelation dialogue (for this genre, cf. BJn, "Literary background"). In it, the
revealing angel repeats and elaborates the author's fragment of cosmogonic myth in
much broader scope, concluding with historical predictions of the coming of the
savior and the end of days. At the end the narration assumes the form of poetry
(parallel strophes).
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