THE FOUR BOOKS OF PSEUDO-DEMOCRITUS

Anpokpitov nepl wopebpog Kol Xpuood ROLACENG'
PUOLKN KOl BUCTUKX

1 1. BoAov eic AMrpuv piav mopedpug T8oforod Aitpav
okoplog owhpou eig obpov Spoypdg &nté, £mibec &mi mwoplg
dbote AoPeiv ppéopata. Elta Aafov anod tod nopdg 10 LEpo,
Béhe eig Aexévny, TpoPaddy THY Topedpoy Ko Emuggog To Cépa

5 1 mopedpy Ea BpéxecBon voyfpepov Ev. Eito Aapov Bpbav
paracaiav Altpag dbo, Pahe Hdwp dg elvon inbve tiv Pplov
retpaddxtoiov xoi Exe Emg &v mayovef kol Sorlcag 1o
srbaopo, Béppavoy kol cvvlelg Ty eptov, Kkotdyee. Xawvo-
tépa. 38 cuvtebitm, dote poGoon 1ov Lopdv Emg 00 woduévog,

w0 kol Eocov voy@dpepa dvo. Elto Aafdv petd todto, ERpovoy &v
oxid 1ov 8 Lopov pui ékxéng. Elto aidy eig Tov obTov Lopov
Bpbwv Altpag &0, Bade &v 10 Loud ¥dwp G yevécBor TNV
avooyioy Ty mpdny kol Exe hoabdtag fag & Toxvvef. Eito
DAloag, Bahe Ty Eptav bg 10 TpdTOV Kol rotnodTe voydiuepov

15 &v. Elta Aaphv, anomhovov eig odpov ked Efipavov &v oxid. Eito
roPov Acicyéy, tpiyov: kol Aofdv Aamdlov AlTpog TEGCOPOG,

M, fol. 27 (ubi titalus legitur) + fols. 66¥27-71%6

B, fols. 8V10-17'16

Vv, fols. 33713-35V16 (= 1L 1-63) + fols. 1"1-7716 (=1L 61-229) et V3, fol. 149V1-12 (=1L
184-96)

A, fols, 24V5-29V3

CAAG L A1-9

Tit. Anpoxpitov — poonkd M 2" : Anpokpitav puowcd, kol puoTicd M 66Y BA @ Ex
tiv dnpokpitow mept moppdpeg puowkiic V " 1 hic compendium libri de purpura inci-
pit lI gig Mtpowy ;.wa BeRu : glg Mo MV @ el AMtpov plav B @ elg AMtpav pav A “
Soporod MV.: 810{501 B 81.0]362\0'0 A Sraforod Zuber (Z 62V1) : 860 0Porobe Zur'
fort, Swwpbrov ||, alt. M’:pow del. Zur' || 2 oxopiog BA : oxdpeay MV | oistipon
BeRu: § MV : ﬁ‘] BA || eic MBVA : kol Zur' || Spoxpég BeRu:y MBVA || ¢ MV :
B BA || 60 MV mc'ts BA || 7%z Boc M1 £ G Aet Butvid (LX) : & Sxpg V I
39 xnmvo'cspot BAV “yoovorepo, (sic) M : yoovotepo BeRu u 11 pny éxyéng scripsi
ut Exyéeg MV exxaov BA : &yyéne BeRu : puhy £yxéng Zur* Il 11-2 pohddv — Sto M
V : AuBow 1OV odTdv Loudy xed Bakbdv Mrpag B BA | 12 6 MV : dote BA || 12-3
Thv Tpdtnv éwa?mytow BA I] 13 & Exe MBYV : Exxe A H 14 noincéite BA : novhioer, M
rotfite V : motfion BeRu : win cou dubit. Zur! " 18 alt, ety MV : £merto BA " 16
Aoyéy MV @ -Gv BA ut semper || wiwov scripsi : @ MBVA : 1piBe (sic) BeRu

¢
{

Democritus, On the Making of Purple
and Gold: Natural and Secret
Questions (=PM)

1. For a pound of purple put (?) ... iron slag into seven drachmas of urine: setit on
a fire to bring it to the boil. Then take the decoction from the fire and pour it into a
vessel — put the purple in first and pour the decoction over the purple: let it soak for a
day and a night.” Then take seaweed,” two pounds, and pour in water so that it is
four fingers above it. Keep it in this state until [the decoction] thickens. Then strain
and warm the strained decoction; plunge the wool you have collected into it. Use the
spongier sort so that the wash [i.e. the dyeing solution] soaks in deeply; leave it to
stand for two days and nights. Afterwards take the wool out and dry it in the
shade; but do not pour the wash away. Then put two pounds of seaweed into the
same wash and pour water into the wash so that it has the previous ratio: keep it
in this state until it thickens. Then strain and put in the wool as before and let
[the solution?] work for a day and night. Then take the wool out, wash it
with urine and dry it in the shade. Next take and crush lakcha;® then take four

5t om. SyrL; aliqua praecepta de purpureis tincturis, Democriteis comparanda, sexvat SyrC (vide 3Syr(_3 §§:5-7
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586" THE FOUR BOOKS OF PSEUDO-DEMOCRITUS

#xleoov petd odpov, @g Avefjvon 70 AMemaBov kol DAicwag TO
“H5mp Bardociov, PEAE TOV Aakyay kol Eyel Emg moguveRy kol
Srodicog ey Tov Aoy, Béie thv épéav. Elta petd oo

0 mADVoOv obpe, elTo REALY VoatL kol petd Todto Enpévag dpoimg
&y oxld, Bopto SvoEr Baiaocoiog EvamoPeBpeyuévny év obpe
fuépog 800,

2. Fig 82 Tv xotookeviv Tig mopedpag 1o eioepyopevi

giow Tade: @plxog 6 kohodol yevdokoyybilov, xoil kokKog, Kol

25 @vBog Boddooiov, dyxovoo Aoodiknvh, kpnpvog, £pudpddovov

10 Ttohik6v, puAGveLoV 10 duTukdy, ordAng & mopebplog, podtov

10 Ttodxkdv. Toabdto 1 8ven mporeTiunrol mopld THV TPOYE-

veoTépov, kol eiol gevkrd, od tipa. "Botu 8¢ O tfig Tudartiog

oxbAnE, xoi 10 1fig "Ayoicg &vlog 8 kohololy Aaybv, Kol 10

30 g Toplog O xahobaowy pillov, kol 10 koyybilov, kol 16 KoyAro-

koyyOAlov 10 APokdy, kol 6 Alydntiog koyyog O Tfig mapuAiov,

d¢ wodelton mivve, kol ) ioGtg Potdvn, kol 10 Tfig dvetépolg

kol 10 Tfic] Tuptog & xokolowy kdyxov. Tadtd eoty dxivnro,
obte TYNTR Mop” HUty, mANY 1fig iodteng.

18 2= [i. e. D8(wp) Bxddoowov)] MBVA : 93wp BeRu " 10V O fyer MBV ;-
A : #ye BeRu Zur' || Bog MBA : &xpig &v V : Eag o Zur! " 19-20 petd — Enpavog
MV : nidvov obpor petd tobto Doty Eretta Enphvag BA " 21 évamofefpeypsvny
MV : -o1¢ BA || 22 fpépag M : 66 BVA " 234 10 eloepydpevi elor téde Zur' :
T8 amepropevé sict tébe M @ elov wébe to sloepyopeva V 18 eloepydpevd eiot
Toidto. BA }| 24 & MBA : dmep V i] woxkog Lag @ wbéxxov MBV : xéxov A lf 25
dyxovoo Acoducnyi scripsi, praceunte Lag (~kwvi)) : -ov Aaducivn MV : -av hodicivny
BA " xpnpvos MBA :om. V : 1 wp. BeRu " 26 goAdveiov MBVA: guiidv- BeRu “
mopebplog MVA : -e1og B || post mopebplog add. &x 10D &pd® yevopevog MV : £x 10D
L@mov v. dubit. prop. BeRu: éx tod doplov v, Lag : £x 100 dpbov 7. prop. Colinet
(«Byzantion» 84) : glossema videtur, fort. &k 1o £plov v., coll. e lana confectus Zuber (Z
63°10) |] 27 mpoteziummon MV @ -nviox BA et Moyses Alch. " 28 ob MBVA : om
.. Moyses Alch. || 29 16 <fig Ay, &vBog & MBVA : v 1ig "Ax. &v. 8 BeRu : 6 viig "Ay. dv

: 'Moyses Alch. I[ Aaydv MBVA : hogydy Moyses Alch, [| 29-30 16 tfig . & MBVA :

"'qu'c(x add. obx BeRu : ob1e Lag || 34 icdtewg MV : -'nﬁoc_, BA :
"c) Moyses Alch. : fort. Siny<m@eione> lodtawg leg.

EDITION (Greek fexts] . S8i

pounds of monk's rhubarb [dock]* and boil with urine to dissolve the dock. Then.
filter seawater, put lakcha in it and boil until it thickens. Strain the lackba again
and plunge the wool in. Afterwards wash it with urine, and again with water:
then dry in the shade as before and fumigate with seashells® the wool which has
been left to soak in urine for two days.

2. These are the substances that enter into the preparation of purple dye:® the
seaweed” that is called ‘fake little shell,® and kermes,” and sea flower,"® and
alkanet from Laodicea,™ and kremnos,”™ and Italian madder,”™ and western
phylanthion (?7),"* and the purple worm, and Italian pomegranate [? or rose
extract]." These flowers [i.e. dyes] were preferred by our predecessors, but they
are unstable, not valuable. On the other hand there are the Galatian worm,*® and
the Achaean flower that is called lakcha,'” and the Syrian [flower] that is called
Qittle root,”® and the little shell, and the small Libyan mollusc with a spiral shell,
and the Egyptian shell from the coast, which is called pinna,™ and the woad
plant,*® and the [flower] from the upper Syria, which is called “shell.” These
dyes are stable, but they are not considered valuable among us, except the woad
plant.

82 om. SyrL SyrC.

TEsT. 27-34 Mayses Alch. {A, fol. 273%19-273"1), ut monuerunt BeRu (CAAG 11 307 0. 15), qui “rextim non ed
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35 3. Tadro, 0Dy Topd 100 TPoeipnpéEvoy Sdackéiov pepodn-
xae, kol Thig YAng Ty drapopd Eyvaxag, AoKoduNy 6mmg dpuod-

oo tig @boelg. Bl yop kol té8vnkev fudv o dddiokaiog, undE-

a0 MREV TEAElnBivTeV, GAA Eti mepl miv Enlyvaowy tig BAng
amosyohovpévey, EE “A1dov T0DToV GépeLy Emephuny g 8¢ elg

o  TodTo dpunow, 0BG mapexdreco Afyov «mopéyelg dwpedc
gnot, v dv ameipyoopon elg ob»; Kai tobro sinhv, £oLdno.

Q¢ 3¢ Mo mapexdhovy phrov 8 Sneg dppdcw Thg phoe,
Zpmoé pot dbokohov Aéyewy, odx émtpéroviog adi® 100 doipLo-

voc. Mévov 82 gimev «al Biphot &v 18 lepd eioiv. "AVOLGTPEYOG

45 elg 10 iepdv Eyevopny épevvhcov, elnep duvnbeinv ebmopiicon
@y Bipriov obte yop mepidv @ Ble tabto eipixer ddiadeTog

yop v dtehebdta, dg pév TLvéEg gooly, SnAntnplo APNOALEVOG

S1d Gmodhoyty yoyfic éx tod cdpotog, g dE & Viog ¢nowy,
Gnpoodoxitog Eotubpevog. “THy 88 mpd thig TehevTig &opoALod-

50 pevog povoy 1 vid euvicssBor thg Bifrovg, el THV TpOTNY
HrepPf TMiriay TobTay 88 obdeig 0ddEy RUdV Anictoro. Qg oy
gpevvicaveg ebpopev 0bBEY, dewvdv drEctruey kdpatov Eote

&v cuvoucledRol kol cuvelokplddoty ol odolot kol ol ghoelg.

‘Qc 8¢ &tedeiboapey thg ovveicelg Tfig YAng, xpévov Tivog

55 &votéviog kal movnybpeeg obong €v 10 iepd mdvieg Mpelg
cioTidpedor Gg odv fpev &v 16 vad, £§ adtopdtov oThAn TG
[kiov Ay 7] Swepphiyvotar, fiv fipels Eopdpev Evdov obdiy

35 ofiv MBA : toivov V “ 36-7 Gpudoew MBVA : dxoboo Moyses Alch. “ 39 post
“Ardov add. pnoiv MV : gooiv BiCa “ g 58 MV : xol dg BA " 40 nopexdieao MV :
coe BA || 41 tovbma MBA : écbmmon: V || 42 Hpdrav 8 Smag BiCu : #, tH ndg M:
. Whig V ; 7. Orog BA |] 43 post Egnoe add. 5 V “ post Sboxorov add. €xm BA, tolt0
v " 44 post girev add. 61t 'V || post evastpéyoag add, odv V “ 45 gig 1ov igpdv MBA :
v 1 iepd V || Eyevopny BAV : éywv- M || 46 @ Bio tabta B : wobro MV : o
B1prio todite A : 16 fiBAie tobto BeRu : 16 Plo todto BiCu “ 47 post £tedetto add.
obre mpoeine Tobto TVl 1V coviBov V H 48 yoyfic MV : -iiv BA " ol om, MV |l
50 povoy M et Vac. : pova BA et V pe. " povigesfor MBYV : pwv- A || 51 oddev

o fiudv MV : obdohag £5 fudv BA " 56 sioTubpedr MBVA : elot- BeRu " Be — void
: 'MV : vl BA " othAn tic BA : omifnic M : omiing V " 57 xiav v f} (sic M)
amquam ex glossemate seclusi: post fi add. xoi V! fiv xiove 1 BA : xiov fiv in patenth.
Ser.; NeC non fi del, BiCn : <ij> xlov fv, i BeRu : § xidviov D-K l| SroppiyvoTon
n'l:q_t v || 57-60 fiv fpeic — Eyyxdwevieg MV : xol &yicbyovieg Evdoy, dpiipey

ﬁ."c(‘x:tj '_'f;i;'titp_c'oag Biflovg. kol mpoxopicavres eig pécov BA

EDITION. (Gireek texts) S8

3. Having learned these things from the abovementioned master and known the
differences of the matter, I strove to combine natures. Since our master died before
our initiation was completed, while we were still devoted to investigating the matter,
I tried to conjure him from Hades. As soon as [ was ready to do it, 1 immediately
conjured him by saying: “Are you giving me any gift in return for what 1 did for
you?” So 1 spoke, but he kept silence. Since I conjured him several times asking
how to combine natures, he replied to me that it was difficult to speak, because
he was not allowed to do so by his daemon. He told me only: “The books are in
the temple.” T came back to the temple and prepared myself for exploring it in the
hope of finding the books. He did not speak about them when he was alive, and
he died intestate: some people claim that he swallowed a poison for separating
soul from body; according to his son, he died suddenly during a banquet. But
before dying he made sure that the books would have been shown only to his son
after he had passed his first age [i.e. his childhood]: so none of us knew anything
about them. Since we did not find anything despite our searches, we worked very
hard to make substances and natures mix together and to bring them into aggrega-
tion. When we accomplished the combinations of the matter, after a little while a
feast took place in the temple and all of us joined the banquet. We were in the
sancta sanctorum when a column broke up by itself, which at first sight did not

$3 om, SyrL SyrC. -
TEsT. 35~7 + 61-3 Moyses Alch. (A, fol. 273" 1—4) CAAG 1l 307,T5-7 | 38-9 Olymp. Alch. CAAG T 166,6-8.}
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Eyovoav. 10 8¢ ol &v gt Epockev £V odTh TOG TOTPOOG TE-
amoovpiobor Biprove, kol mpokopicog elg péoov Hyayev. Eyko-

6  yovieg d& éBaopdlopey bt pndev fiuev moporeiyavies wANY
tobtov OV Abyov ebpopev Ekel mévo yphoyov f @dowg fi
gboeL Tépreton, kol 7 @howg TV gphowy vik@, xol i ebolg Ty
gbow xpotel. Efqupdocpey mévo 6t v oMY Adym maocov
COVAYOYE TAV YPUGNY.

contain anything inside. But < ... > said that the books of his father had’ be{é"r:l':prém o S
served within this column, and he took them out and showed them plibiicl}:r.'
Peering [into the books] we were surprised [to find] that we had not neglected any-

thing, except this very helpful saying that we found there: “Nature delights in
nature, nature condquers nature, nature masters nature.” We marvelled greatly at

how he had summarised all his work in such a short saying.””

w3

58 & o6& obrHvTc (sic) M : obd Svuig Vi 0 & Oothvng DK @ 0 88 ot &v g
gpuokev (= quod nemo dixerit) Zut' “ 59 woi M : Aty V “ 60 é8oopclopey MBV
Zopev A || nepodeiyovieg MBVA @ -Aiyoavieg Zur' || 63 post xporel add. Té
8¢ #vepo. mposyphignooy et des. V 357

5 Test. 61-3 Fragm. alch. CAAG 11 20,5-6 et 22,4—7 et 359,3—4; Tsis Alch. CAAG H 30,17-8; Zos. Alch/ CAAG I
173,563 $in, Alch. § 1, il. T5—7; Moyses Alch. CAAG 11 307,161, Steph. Alch. IT 200,36-7 et 7.15,6—7 et 240, 6—7 -
Ideler; Philes. Christ. Alch. CAAG I 395,970 et 4T6,20-T. o
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65 4, "Hxo 88 xbayd £v Alydmto ¢épov 0 QUOIKA, 0RO TG
moAAfic meprepyiag kol ovykeyvpévng HAng Katoppovionte.
5. AoBav ddpapyvpov, nfifov wh 1fig poryvnolag copot, § 16
100 Ttohikod otipemg chpoatt, §i feln drdpo, i depocerive, i
Titéve omtd, N cromtnpig TH &nd MAhov, }| dpoevikd, R dg
70 émvoele. Koi éniBodde Asoxnyv yevopévny xorxd, xol €Eeig
yoAxdv dokiactov. Bavenv 88 énifadre apydpe, xoi £eig
gpusdHv xpuod, kol Eoton xpuvookdpuiiog copotolelico. To &
adto molel xol dpoevikdv EavBdv kol coavdopdyn olkovopn-
8sioo kol kKuvvéPoaplg ndvo N éxorpageico. Tov 8¢ yoAkov
75 dokiootov povn N Ddpdpyvpog mowel. ‘H gboig v by vikd.

6. ITupirmy apyopitny, Bv kol cdnpitny xahoboy, olxovopel
&g #0og, Tva pedoot dovnef peboel 8¢ dd fvibemgt fi Aevkiig
MBapypov, A 7 Trarikd otiper. Kol oxépmicov poddBde: ody

65 hic fort. compendivm libri de auri confectione incipit " ante fixkw add. titulum &x thv
smuoxpiton puowdv kol pucTIk@Y atque 1L 61-64 (| pboig — Ty ypophv) V 17 || 66
nepiepylag scripsi: -elog MV : nepiepl...] B © -gpyaciog A || ante gUYKeyvpEvng add.
ob M " 67 4K [i.e. xpuoomotie] MBVA inmg. : eo fro bounu wadiosgy osso oo
Jsoyy Luoanefy finel N Feo hsele [ex philosophi Democriti doctrina, pars prima ex
primo tractatu de auri confectione] SyrL : e laaay Lmaamly liool wunudlioasnyy laha
[Democriti liber. De solis (Le. auxi} splendentis confectione] SyrC |[ V3papyvpov BeRu :
D MBVA || 68 ovieag MV : otippeog B : otippeng A | &ndpo MBV : érei-
A || &uppo@® [i.e. dwposeiv BeRu]l MV : &opo BA || 70 éniBoile MV : Boie
BA " yevOPEVNV SCIipsi, coll. jei 4o ,:.;? o fet cum (argentum vivam) album fiat, destille]
SyrL : yéav MV : yaiov BA || € [ie. xoAx® BeRu] BA et yei0! o [ad Venerem (i.c.
acs)] SyrL : 9° [ie. xoAxod] MV || 71 © [ie. yohkov BeRul Met " BA: PV ||
énifoide MV : fore BA " Gpyopw scripsi post Hoefer, Histoire de la chimie, vol, 1,
278 et \oilo oo [ad plumbum] SyrL : cerfivny M : @’V B: T TYA: « V : oehfvy Ruska,
Turba, 189 n. 6 “72 é] [ic. ypoodv BeRulMV: 4 B: 4 A ]I 73 &poévikov MV : pe
BA " covboplm MV : £2 BA " 74 vivwéBopig MV xivdBoprg® BA " yohkOv MY
et " BA “ 75 Ddphpyupog MV : ) BA " ante pbowg add. yap BeRu il 76 ante wopitny
add. Aofdv Moyses Alch. " moplany dpyopitny MVA :-ng -1c B " odnpiany MBVA :

: . dpyopooidmpitny Moyses Alch. " 77 dwaviBemg MV @ Bul viBov A et Moyses Alch. :
'Btﬁ_t vi? B ! lugs o [fort. 81 privy] SyrL SyrC H 78 ante 1 add. &v BA ot Moyses
AIch ﬂ otiper BeRu : otiper MV : otipuer B @ otipps A || pLorofdo BeRu : poii-
MBVA .. b Moyses alch. : wueas [plumbo?] SyrL : (ie. Jspams) o [hoc (ie. stibio)]

EDITION (Greek texts

4. T'too have come to Egypt to deal with natural substances, so that you rﬁéy-'dié—" '
regard many captious questions and the confused matter,

5. Take mercury and make it solid with the body of magnesia, or with the body of
Italian stibnite, or with unburnt sulphur, or with moon foam,™* or with roasted lime,
or with alum from Milos, or with orpiment, or according to your knowledge.? If it
[i.e. mercury] turns white, lay it on copper, and you will have ‘shadowless’ copper. [If
the mercury turns] yellow, lay it on silver and you will have gold;** on gold, and it
will be solid gold coral.** Yellow orpiment produces the same effect, and processed
realgar and the cinnabar that has been completely turned inside out. But mercury
alone makes copper ‘shadowless.””® Nature conquers nature.

6. Process silver pyrite that is also called siderites as is customary, so that
it may be melted.”” It will melt with mitheos (?)},*® or white litharge,® or
Italian stibnite. So reduce it to powder, mixing with lead [fit. sprinkle it on

54 om, SyrL SyrC.
TesT. 65-6 Syn. Akh. § 5, . 61—2.

$5 Syrl: CMA Tl 10,5~11 {textus); T pracc. 1 (translatio); SyrC: 15yrC § 1,
Fest, 67-70 Philos, Christ. Alch, CAAG I 397,2~5 | 67 Zos. Alch. CAAG I 172,45 et 192,22-193,6; Syn. Alch.
§ 11, l. 184; Olymp. Alch. CAAG T 74,70; Steph. Alch, T 278,10 Ideler; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos, Alch..BeRu)
CAAG Il 523,20-1; Philos. Christ, Alch. CAAG O 397,13 || 74-5 Zos. Alch. CAAG T 172,23 € 193,9_ _

$6 Syil: CMA I 10, 126 {textus); 19 pracc. 2 {translatio); SyrC: 18yrC § 2. o
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GmAdg Abyw, ive pf mAovnOfig, dAld 1@ Gmd Komtikod xai

50 AMBopydpov pédavi ) @y, i dg émvoels kol Smncov, kol
smipodhe DA EavBov yevépevov, kol Baye. H yop boig i
QULOEL TEPTETOL.

7. Hopimv oixovoper Ewg od yévnton dxavstog, dmoPaiay
v nehoviay olxovopet 88 6&aiun, fi obpo dpdipw, i Bukdoon,
g5 7 okvpéT, 1) 6 Emvoels, kol Sminoov Emg ob yEvmTon g
wiype. xpucol Hxoavotov. Kol &&v yévion, mpoécpiiov od1d
fstov Gmopov, | otormplay Eavlfy, §i dypay Attikiy, §| @
émvoele, Kol énifodde dpydpm dud 1oV ypuodv, xoi xpood dik

T ypvooxoyydriov. H yop @boig v gpbow kpatel.

90 8. TO whowdlovdy Aopov, moiel pdppopov kol oikovouer ag
#00c, £oc Eovldv yévirton. EdvBwocov obv, ob 10v Aifov Afye,
dAAd 1O 100 AlBov yphoylov: EavBhoelg B petd oTVRTNPlog
2E mwleiong, <fi> Oelov, fi dpoevixod, fi cavdapdyns, i TLTdvoy,
A ¢ Emvoeic. Kot &&v mPBaring apydpw, moelg xpuoov: v

95 B8 ypvod, motelg ypvsoxoyxbiov. T yap ¢dowg v gdow
vikhoo KpoTel.

79 d BA :.1:(‘) MV ét Moyses Alch. |l 4nd del. Zur' |l rommikod MBVA : -§ Zur' :
w8 wasm oy ob fillud {plumbum vel stibium) quod ex Samo exit] SyrL SyrC | s0
AMBopybpoo BA [ -0 MV II 81 &riparie MV : Bode BA || Béoyeic Moyses Alch. et
1.\5..:3 [inficis] SyrL: -e1 MBVA : -n BeRu “ 81-2 tfi pboer MBV : pdoL A “ 83 ante
muptany add. évtatoo voel BA || #og MBA : dxpig V | 85 sEvpérm MV : bEo- BA i
ot Snnoov om. MV et Moyses Alch. || 86 &xowotov MBVA : -xabotov Zur' et
Moyses Alch. || 88 kol &nifakie MV : ézifake BA || @C° Ti.e. apydpe BeRu] MBV et
Jjoicas oyt [adice ad lunam (ie. argentum)] SyrC : € A : Jiom fwoj! [adice lunam (i.e.
argentum)] SyrL || xpvotv BeRu : § MBVA || °4 [ic. xpvo® BeRu] MBVA | 89 o
A : 16v MBV || ypucokoyythov MBVA : élcc'ﬂ\.lmv Moyses Alch, " 90 ante khorpduo-
vov add. in mg. mepl Eove(doemg) Al [ie. ypuoonotio] MVA. || poppopoy MBA et V
p.c. : -ydpov V ac. !I 92 Envedoelg MBY @ -o1g A " 93 ¢Einwleiong MV : Ekonnradel-
ohe BA | pr. i addidi || etov MV : - BA | époevicov MV : -0 BA | savsepiyng
scripsi : caviopot MV : -dxn BA || titévov seripsi : tetive M : tetévov V @ mirdve
BA ¢ lahas 8 pasetn 8 aoumils o Lijschols gy wadas [coque eum cum alumine
vel arthenico vel sandaraca vel calce] SyrC " 94 ¢mPéiing MV : f&iing BA H c®
[i.e. &pyopo BeRu} B et fjoms ouso Aaes (o [et si adicis partim ad lunam (i.e. argentum)]
SyrC : € MVA “ xpuodv A : 4BV: "A [ie. xpuoig] M || 95 mé [i.e. ypvod BeRu]
MB ct {asaas [ad solem (i.e. aurum)] SyrC: § VA

EDITION (Greek teids

lead]: T do not mean ‘lead’ in its general sense—do not be misled —but with oﬁr :
black [lead] composed from Coptic stibnite and litharge,*® or according to your
knowledge. So roast it and, when it turns yellow, lay it on the matter: you will
dye it. For nature delights in nature.

7. Process pyrite until it becomes incombustible, losing its blackness: process it
with vinegar and brine, or pure urine, or seawater, or honey and vinegar, or accord-
ing to your knowledge; so roast it until it becomes like the incombustible gold-dust.
And as it becomes so, mix with it unburnt sulphuy, or yellow alum, or Attic ochre, or
according to your knowledge.?* So lay it on silver in order to have gold [lit. for the
sake of gold] and on gold in order to have gold shell [ht for the sake of gold shell].3*

For nature masters nature.

8. Take klaudianon,*® make it gleaming and process it as is customary, until it
turns yellow. You must make it yellow; I do not mean the stone, but the useful
part of the stone: you will make it yellow with dried [lit. squeezed out] alum,
<or> sulphur, or orpiment, or realgar, or lime, or according to your knowledge. If
you lay it on silver, you will have gold; if you [lay it] on gold, you will have gold
shell. For nature masters nature by conquering it.

56 Test, 78-81 Zos. Alch. CAAG I 177,20~178,2 et 193,7-8 et 794,13 ct 198,15; Olymp. Akch. II 94,1-2; Phifos.
Anon. Alch, (Zos. Akch. BeRu) CAAG 1T 137,6.

SyrL: CMA II vo,r7—20 {textus); 20 praec. 3 {translatio}; SyrC: 18yrC § 3.

TesT. 83-9 Moyses Alch. (A, fol. 273"5-r2), ut monuerunt BeRu (CAAG T 307 n. 18), qui textum non'ed, | 84-5

Zos. Alch. CAAG IE £85,6-7; Pelag. Alch. CAAG II 255,12; Philos, Anon. Akch. (Zos. Alkh, BeRu) CAAG II
126,I T2,

88 om. SyrL; SyrC: 15yrC § 4.

§7
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THE FOUR BOOKS OF PSEUDG-DEMOCRITUS

9. TV xuvvoopiy Aevkiyv moiel §U Ehaiov, 1) dEove, fi péAL-

to¢, f| GAUNG, fi orormplag elto Eavoy St picvog, 1j chpeng,

A xorxdvlou, fi Belov dmdpov, fi g Emvoeic. Kol &miBodie

100 pyoper kol xpucodg £0ToL, £V YPUCOV KOTOPATING E&V Yoh-
xov, fidextpov. 'H gboig 1fj @losl tépreto.

10. Trv 8¢ Kvunmplev xabduicy, mv Eoopévny Aéye, Aedroive

g #0o¢. Elta moler Eovefv: EavBdoelg 8e YoAf] pooyeig, A

TepePuvlivy, § xikive, | pogovive, | ddv AexiBows, Eaviticon

105 obTiv duvapévols, kol emifoaide Gpybpw: ypooog yop EoTon Sl

Tdv ypocov xoi S 0 ypvcolipiov. ‘H ydp @bog v gdowy
viKg.

11. Tov GvBpoddpovta oikovopel oive odotnp®d, 1| doidoon,

A obpw, § 0Ediun, Tolg dvvopévolg opéocon abToh TV @hoLY.

110 Agiov petd oripeng Xoikndoviov., Oixovoper 88 mdALv Oohao-

ole Odatt, f dipn, | 6EGAUn ambémluvov, Eog Av @byn 1oh

otipeng N peiavie. LpdEov fj dntnoov, €wg Eovbion, wol Eyel

Voot Bl &flxte. EniPorie 8¢ apylbpo, <xoi Eoton ¥poo6C>

kol drov Oelov dmupov wpooPaing, moels ypovoolduov. H yap

115 oo v obow kpoatel. [O¥t6g &oty 60 AlBog & Aeybupevog
xpocttngh

97 xivviBapy MV : kwvé- BA || 98 odpeag MV : -piog B : -pog A || 99 yeréavioo
MYV : -6 BA || 8eiov émbdpov BVA : -0 -po M " éntPodie MV : Poie BA §| 100 C°
[i.e. pyopm BeRu] M : C BA et Vpe : 4 Vac. |[ °4 [i.e. xpvoéc BeRu] M : 4 BA :
"4 [ie. fidog N1 V || xeteBéntng scripsi 1 -q MBVA || 101 ante gboig add. yép
BeRu || 102 supra xadptoy add. tovtiay B | #Ewoopévnv MBVA : fort. 86v- BeRu :
éEroopsvny (sic) Zur' || 104 tepefrviivy MBA : wepeciv- V || xucive BA : xn- MV ||
&dv Asciforg Vet M in ras. : &, Aexbvooig BA || 105 ériPaiie MV : -Boke BA I[ c”
[ie. dpydpw] MBV : € A : xpvo@ BeRu || 106 516 om. BA || w0 BA: wov MV || 108
supra &vlpoddpovto add. 4 My " 110 ante Aeiov add. xod V " otipeng MV
otippiog BA i| xodkndoviov BA ; xodk- MV " 111 gbyn MBA : gxgdyn V : puyii
BeRu " 112 otipeng MV : otippitog BA " ante ppBEov add. xoi V H Eaveion MV :
Buofi BA | &yes MBV : 1 A || 113 $8ett om. BA : ful, fisas feum sulfurum aqua]
SyrL et i)y kaes [idem] SyrC | &niporde MV : -Bare BA | €° lie. épytpe BeRu)
MV et Jjouas oo Iy [adice partim ad lunam (i.e. argentum)] SyrL SyrC : € BA || xoi
faton yprods addidi, coll. Leey Jode et aurum fit] SyrL et Iaxaa Joso [et sol (ie. aurum})
fit] SyrC || 114 moweig Zur' : moier MBVA || 115 xpotet MBA et V p.c. : tépneton V
a.c. || Ofrog — xpuoing tamquam ex glossemate sechasi : om. SyrL SyrC

EDITION (Greek texisj .

9. Make cinnabar white? with oil, or vinegar, or honey, or brine; or alum; then -

male it yellow with misy, or sori, or copper flower, or unburnt salphur, or according
to your knowledge. So lay it on silver: and it will be gold, if you dip gold [into the
solution?];** if you dip copper, [it will be] electrum. For nature conquers nature.

10. Whiten Cyprian cadmia as is customary; I mean the cadmia that has been
forced out [of its ores].?® Then make it yellow: you shall yellow it with the bile of
a calf, or terebinth resin, or castor oil, or radish oil, or egg yolks, which substances
can make it yellow.?” Then lay it on silver; it will be gold by means of the gold and of
the ferment [lit. sauce/wash] of gold. For nature conquers nature.

1. Process androdamas®® with rough wine, or seawater, or urine, or vinegar and
brine, substances that can quench its nature. Grind it with Chalcedonian stibnite,
Process it again with seawater, or brine, or vinegar and brine: wash until the black-
ness of the stibnite disappears. Parch and roast until it turns yellow, and you shall
boil it with untouched divine water. Lay it on silvet, <and it will be gold >, and if
you add unburnt sulphur, you make ferment [lit. saucefwash] of gold. For nature
conquers nature. {This is the stone called chrysites.)

§% om. SyiL; SyrC: 18wC § 5.
TusT. 97-98 Zos. Alch. CAAG TI 185,8-9.

§ % om. SyiL; SyrC: 18yrC § 6.

§ ' Syel: CMA 11 10,21-71,4 (textus); 20 prace. 4 (franslatio); SyrC: 18yrC § 7.
Tust. 111 Zos. Alch. CAAG IT 185,10; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. Alch. BeRu) CAAG If 134,3-4 } 111-2 Olymp.
Alch. CAAG T 99,17-8; Philos. Christ. Alch. CAAG T 410,56 " 112-3 Zos. Alch. CAAG T 185,11 ot 14-5 EI
114-5 Zos, Alch. CAAG 157,21-5. Coe S
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12. Aafov yijv Asvrfv, AMye Ty Grnd yipuovdiov kol Eixd-
opatog T otipeng Troducod xol poyvnoiog 1 kol Asvkfig
MBopybpov, Aevkbvng Asvkavelg 8¢ avriv Bokdoon § dhiun

120 TeBpoppévny i Ddoem deplo, év dpdow AMyo xoi A, dote
obTiY Astovpévny yevéoBol Asvkhy dg wipbdbov. Xbvevsoaov odv
0010 kol EmiBodde adTd yohkod dvBog, §i 1dv Evotdv, oiko-
vounPevrar Aéym, | yohikov xexovpévov Alov  eBopivia,
yohkitny kol woovov £mifodde, Eog yévnto dppevotog kol

125 &tpnrog eyepds 68 vevAoeton. Tobtd &otiy 10 poAvBdoyaixov.
Aoxipale oy el yEyovev Goxiov, kol E0v pT) YEYOVE, TOV YoAKOV
un pEpym, peAkov 82 covtdv, énel PN xkekdic drovounooc.
Toier obv doriactov wol Aslov kol wmpocPorie 6 ExvlBidoor
duvapeve kol dnzo, Ewg EovOov yévntons kol £nifoiie ool

130 1oilg ohpoowy. ‘O yop xohxog doxiaotog Envlog yevbuevog iy
o®po fénter. 'H yap pbowg v pbov vikd.

13. Téd Ol 1@ dnope cvlieiov odpl kol yeikavBov: 10 68
oapl EoTLy B KLOvOC Yophdng edpiokduevog del év 1 plovr
0010 kol gAmpov xahrovlov xarodolv. “Ontnoov odv adto

135 PECOLS POOLY TUEpag Tpels, o yévnrol Eavlov edprokov:

117 supra Aofov add. é MY H A yHiv Aoy L. Ty BVA ;L. vfiv Aguxkov ... tov M ;
fort. A. poruPSov Asvkdv, coll. fiew find wa [cape plumbum atbum] SyrL, SyrC |[ YLD-
8iov BeRu : wipo® MV : yyyi- BA || 118 otipeag MV : otiupiog BA [| 119 m®
[i.e. MBarpydpov BeRu] MV : M B : Mbap@ A | Aevidvng om. BA || Aevkdveg (sic)
BA : -mg MV " 120 teBpoppévny seripsi post -pévy BeRu et iy Lisos loo Jiae oy Jod
wobawe [sic (scil. plambum) album fit cum maris aqua et conteritur} SyrL SyrC :
tefpeopévn MBVA || i MV : 4 BA " 121 yapbtov MV @y - BA " 122 7oBto0
seripsi : -ov MBVA " énifoiie MV : fore BA " P fi.e. xohiod BeRu] MV : © BA Ii
122.3 oikovopndévia MVA : dxo- B |} 123 yoddv Aet @ M:2B: PV | 124 xvavov
émifodde MV : x. -Boke BA @ waoo yein/ an Ly oy wes [adice ad hoc (ie. plumbum)
venus (i.e. aes) caerulenmque} SyrL: SyrC " post fmg add. &v V " 125 poropddyaikov
BeRu : poapdo- MBVA i| supra poAvPdoxoikoy add. mh M |[ 126 oiv MV : yobv
BA || doiiov BA : dokloctov MV " yoheov A et T MV et B || 127 érei MVA
ént (sic) B || droviunoog BA : olxo- MV " 128 npdofurre V : fdie MBA || 129
EniBodde MV : Boke BA || 130 9 [ie. yorkog BeRu] MV : R9B : 24 A || favede
om. V || post EavBog add. dv MIBA |[ 134 yAapov MVB : gio- A H supra yAmpov add.
D M || 135 fpépag MV : 66 BA

EDITION: (Greek texts)

12. Take white earth?®—I mean the earth composed by white l.eéd_‘i‘.’_ and
helkysma,** or by Italian stibnite and magnesia, or by white litharge** as well—
and whiten it. You shall whiten it by crushing it in seawater, or brine, or
ratnwater—I mean under the dew and in the sun—so that after being ground it
turns as white as white lead. Then melt this [product] and add to it copper flower,
or the rust that has been scraped off —I mean the one that has been processed —or
burnt copper in an advanced state of decay, or chalkites; then add azurite, until it
becomes solid [lit. loses its fiquidity] and unperforable; it will easily become so.
This is the molybdochalkon [i.e. lead—copper alloy]. Then test whether it has
become ‘shadowless’; if not, do not blame the copper, but rather yourself, since
you did not process it in the right way. Then make it ‘shadowless,” grind it, add
the substances that can make it yellow and roast until it turns yellow. Then lay it
on any [metallic] body.*? In fact, the ‘shadowless’ copper, after turning yellow,
dyes any [metallic] body. For nature conquers nature,

13. Grind sbri and copper flower together with unburnt sulphur; sari looks
like azurite that easily peels off and is always found in misy. Tt is also
called green copper flower. Roast it at moderate heat for three days, until

§ 12 gurl: CMATL x1,5—12 {textus); 261 praec. 5 (translatio); SyrC: 18yrC § 8.
'FrsT. 124-5 Steph, Alch, 11 232,32 Ideter E| 126-7 Pelag. Alch. CAAG 1l 254,9—11; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. Alch.
BeRu) CAAG 11 126,124 || 130-1 Pelag. Alch. CAAG Tl 257,77-2; Philos. Anon. Akh. (Zos. Alch. BcRu) CAAGTI
126,745, e

5134327 SyrL: CMA H 1v,v3—y (lextus); 21 praee. 6 {wanslatio); SyeC: 159C § 0.
Trst. 133—4 Zos. Alch, CAAG 1T 146,19—20.
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smiPodie xork® 7 Gpyopw td € MUAY yevoptve, xoi Eoton
¥POVOOG,
Tobto kordfeg yevopevov métadov eig 85og woi xGAxavBov
ko piov kol orormnploav kol Gloag Koanmodoxikov kel vitpov
o moppdy, f| kol Gg &mivoels, Emi Tpépog Tpels A névie 1) €&, £wng
yévnron i6g, kol kotafdyels TOv yhp xpvodv mowel A X
xovdog 1ov xpuood. ‘H gboig 1f phoel tépretot

14. XpoocoxoAdav Ty TV MoakeSovev Ty i@ yoikxod wa-
pEpLOEPOVGOY oikoVGpEL, AE1®V 0bpe Sopdheng Eag Exotpagh 1

145 yop ¢bog Eow wxpdmieran. Bdv odv Exctpogf), xatdfoyov
adtiyv eic Ehatov Kikvov moAldxig mopdv kol Pantev elte dog
dnthictont, obv gruntnple mpoisldoag, piowm fi Osle anbdpe
noier EovOny wol émifomte mEv odpo <xorxod, dpydpouv>,
APVOOD.

150 15. "Q ¢boeig gdosov dnuiovpyoi, & @doeig noupeyébeig
toic petoPolrais vikdoor tog ghoewg, & gboeig dnep gbowy
téproveon 10 @doels. Todto 81 obv eict & peydinv Exovia
v pbowy: tobtwv tv @boewv obk eloiv &Aion peilouvg év
Boagaig, obx {oat, oby DrofePricuion Tebta dvodvdueva mévto

155 épyGleton. Ypdig pév odv, & cvumpoeiiton, old’ odx dmiotd-
cavtog, GAAX yop xol Bauuéancvrag- {ote yop tfic BAng v

136 ante niforie add, ki V || émifaide MV : Bore BA | € [ie. xahxd BeRu] BA
et P2 MV || €° [ie. épyopp BeRu] M : € BVA || 137 °4 [ie. xpuodq BeRu] M et
xpvodg cum & s A : 4BV I] 138-42 om, SyrL SyrC " 139 vitpov BeRu : (N MBVA H
140 xai om. BA || fuépog MV : 66 BA || 141 xotofayeig BA : -ng MV || ‘4
[i.e. xpooov BeRu} MV : 4BA || 142 idv ypvood scripsi : 1ov cum &4 s.1. MB : iovd A :
ov vV || ante pbotg add. yop BeRu || 143 ante ypuvodxoriav add. A Vv H supra gpuco-
koAdov add. d M ]| Q% [i.e. yohwoD BeRu] MV : € BA || 144 opo MBV : -0 A “ 145
Kkpbntetar MV : kéxpontar BA || 146 abmiv BA @ -ov MV || 148 noier MVA : ner
B || goveny scripsi : Eov® MV : -0v BA || xohxo®, dpybpov addidi, coll. Zos. Alch.
CAAG T 195,11-2 : hody peo hwnawo Ssase lsoj/ [adice ac coque atque mvenies quae
quaeris] SyrL SyrC !l 149 ypvool MV : -6v BA “ 150 noppeyébeic MBV @ -ng A [l

i 277 151 alt. pbogig MVA : -ig B |l 152 odv om. BA || 153 1iw om. BVA | 154 omopepn-

Cieolon MV : dreprepiaivovool B 1 brepfaivovcon A " 155 &pyatetor MV : -Lovtoa

BA || ante of8” obx add. obx BA “ 155-6 &moticoviag MBVA : -ovtog BeRu

EDITION (Greek texts} ' -

it becomes a yellow drug.** Lay it on the copper or on the silver that is made.b'y- us
and it will be gold.*?

Make this into leaves and put them into vinegar, and copper flower, and misy, and
alum, and Cappadocian salt, and red soda, or according to your knowledge, for
three or five or six days until rust appears, and you will dye them: for copper
flower makes gold into rust of gold.*® For nature delights in nature.

14. Process the Macedonian malachite that looks like copper rust by grinding it
with the urine of a heifer, until the malachite is turned inside out: for nature is
hidden inside. When it is turned inside out, dip it into castor oil: warm and dip it
several times; then let it be roasted after grinding it with alum, misy or unburnt
sulphur: make it yellow and dip any [metallic] body [into it]: <copper, silvers, gold.#7

15. O natures, artificers of natures! O greatest natures that conquer natures with your
transformations! O natures above nature, which delight in natures! These are the sub-
stances that have a great nature; no other natures are greater than these natures in
dyeing, no others are equivalent, no others are subordinated: these substances when dis-
solved produce everything. O you who are prophets with me, I know that you are not incre-
dulous, but rather open to wonder; you know in fact the power of the matter. And [you

553 138-42 om, Syrl. SyrC.
TesT. 141-2 Zos. Alch. CAAG T z61,20-1; Steph. Alch, I 244,13—4 Ideler:

§ 14 Gyrl: CMA T T1,15—9 (textus); 2T praec. 7 (translatio); SyeC: 18y C § 1o,
TesT. 144-5 Syn. Alch. CAAG I 60,7-8; [Zos. Alch.] CAAG. H 202,20-T; Philos. Anon. Alch. (Zos. Alch. BeRu)
CAAG Tl 129,123 | 148-9 Zus. Alch. CAAG 11 195,101

$15 om. SyrL; SyeC: 15yC § 1.

TesT. 1501 Syn, Alch, CAAC I 63,18-9; Pelag. Alch. CAAG H 260,14~5; Steph. Alch. II 215,16 et 215,26 ¢t -

247,13 Ideler; Philos. Anon. Alch. {Zos. Alch, BeRu) CAAG II 18-9; Philos, Christ, Alch. CAAG IE '2.77',4;6_._ N
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dOvopty. Todg 82 véoug mavo BAafnoopévoug xoi dmotioovtag
T ypopfi duk 10 &v dyvolg Tiig VAng Ombpyewv adrodg, odx
elddtog 6m lwtpdv pév maldeg, Ommvike Vyewov ebppoxov
160 Podroivio rorookevdool, obx éxpite Opufi To00t0 mphiTTELy
gmyelpodoly, GAMG Yap mpdrov doxpdoavteg moldv EoTev
Beppov, molov 3¢ T0hTm cvvepydpevov péomy GnoteAel kplioly,
yoxpov 7 ypdv fi omolov 10 mGbog, el kardAinrov Tii péon
kphoet kol 00TOG MPOGEEPOVOLY TO TPog Dylelov kprEv adTolg
165 QAppoKOVY.

16. OBtoL 82 dxpite kel dAdye opufi 10 THE yoxfs Tono kol
novtog oxBov AbTpov kotaokevdcol Boviduevol, odk aictn-
covion PAofnodpevol. Aokobvieg yop ARG podikdv, dir’ od
PUGTLKOV AmyYEAAELY Adyov, oldepiav E5€Tooly moloDvTon TRV

170 eiddv- olov £l 108 pév Eonl opnknikdy, 10de 3¢ EmPintéov, xoi
£l 160 uév Eottv Pantikdy, 16de 8¢ appooTtéov, kai ei TOde THY
émpdvelny molel, xoil el xatd TV Empdveloy E0TOL PEVKIOV
kol £k 1ol P&Boug pebietol, kol £1 tdde pév oL mopipoyov,

t68e <B&> nmpoomAckEv mupipoxov molel olov 1 10 GAog opnyet-.

175 T &mdive Tol Yool kol Té Evtog £E Emaviog opfxel, kol £i
iot & B petd Ty opffy xoi 1o £viog 1ol kol £l 100 EEw 10D
ypLooydAkov Asvkaivel kol oufyel | VEP&PYLPOS, Kod To EVTOg
Aevkaiver kol el gebysl EEwlev kol &x 1@y Eveog pedEetan. Ei
¢v tobtowg niipyov doxobpevor ol véol, obk 8v édvotdyovy,

180 kpioel émi tég mpakelg Oppdvieg ob Yap EmicTovial T TV
oboewv aviined, ag &v £ldog déko dvatpénel, Pavig yop
ghoiiov olde moAANV Gooavical mopevpoy, kol dAiyov Belov £idn

157 Gmatioovtag Zur' : -aviag MBVA H 159 &idotog scripsi @ -e¢ MBVA || omnvi-
o, BVA: Smnviscd (sic) M || 160 ante éppufj add. 52 V || 161 yép M s.l. et V: om. BA ||
162 péomy BA : -ov MV || xpow MBA : xpéoes V || 163 dnotov BA : an dv MV “
164 byiewov MYV : Oyeiav AB ﬂ avtoig BA et Vpe @ -fiv MotV ac. || 166 opufi
MVB : -ijv A || 167 Aitpov MV : Avtiplov B kntipov A || 167-8 cicthoovroa
MVB : ¢00f- A || 170 52 om. MV || 171 pév om. MV || & om. MV || ei t68e iy
seripsi : t68e £i v BA : tide el thy MV " 174 8& addidi || ante mpoomhoxey add.
_ pirhov BA || 175 pr. & MV @t BA || 9° [ic. yokkod BeRu]M: ©" BA: QP V || &l
om. BA || 177 ypuooxddrov BeRu : ©°8 MV : 94 BA || D° [ie. $8papyvpog BeRu]
MV D BA " 179 éaoxobpevor MBV : S1daokod- (Bi6- in ras) A H 180 wpioeL
t:iucpi'rmg BA : ante kpioet add. ob Zur®

EDITION (Gréek fexts) | " S

know] that because of their ignorance of the matter young men will be miélé’d and’ R

distrustful of this writing, since they do not know that students of physicians
who want to prepare a beneficial drug do not set about making it on a rash
impulse, but first of all they test which kind of [drug] is hot; which kind, when
joined to it, produces a balanced mixture; which kind is cold or wet; and of
which kind is the affection, whether it [the drug?] is appropriate for the balanced
mixture. In this way they administer the drug that has been judged suitable for
good health.

16. On the contrary, these novices who rashly and without reasoning want to
prepare a medicine for the soul and for relieving any distress are not aware that they
will fail. In fact, they believe that we are presenting a legendary rather than a secret dis-
course, so they do not carry out any close examination of the species: for example,
where one species can cleanse, another can be applied; where one species can dye,
another can combine; and whether one species can make things bright and, with
respect to this brightness, whether it is vanishing and vanishes from inside; and
whether one species can resist fire, and another, when mixed, can make things fire-
resisting; for instance, whether salt cleanses the surface of the copper and whether it
properly cleanses iis inner part; and, after this cleansing process, whether it rusts the
surface and whether it rusts the inner part; and whether mercury cleanses and
whitens the surface of a gold-copper alloy, and whether it makes its inner part
white; and whether it {i.e. the whitening produced by mercury] vanishes from the
surface and whether it will vanish from inside. If these novices had practised these
kinds of investigations, they would not be in trouble, since they could set to work
with good judgement. But they do not know the antipathies of natures, how one
species upsets ten: a drop of oil can remove muach purple, and a pinch of

¥ 75 Tust. 159-60 Olymyp. Alch. CAAG U 103,12-5.

§ 76 SyeL: CMA 1T 1—2 (textus); 1—= § 1 (transhatio); SyzC: 18yrC § T2. .
Tust. 1634 Hieroth. Alch. CAAG 11 451,31-2 || 111-3 Olymp. Alch. CAAG H 103,102 || 179-80 Zos. Alch. .
CAAG I 157,1920. SR
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EDITION (Greek teits) - Sgg - .-

sulphﬁr can burn mauny species. Let this suffice concerning dry substances and con-
cerning how people must approach this writing. Let us deal with washes [i.e. dyeing
liquids] in the following part.*®

17. Take*? Pontic rhubarb’® and triturate it into rough Aminean wine and make it
as thick as a salve. Take a silver leaf in order to make gold; make it as thick as a fin-
gernail and even thicker than that. Rub <half> of the drug [on the leaf] and putit into
2 new vessel well closed alf around; burn by applying a gentle fire below until [the
drug] soaks in [lit. reaches the middle (of the leaf)]. Then put the leaf into the rest of
the drug and dilute with the wine prescribed above, until the wash looks thick. Put
the leaf again into this solution before it gets cold: let [the leaf] soak it up. Then take
it out, melt it, and you will find gold. When the rhubarb is stale, mix it with the same
amount of celandine that has been macerated as is customary. For celandine has affi-
nity with rhubarb. Nature delights in nature.

18. Take Cilician saffron; dissolve the saffron flowers with the above
prescribed grape juice; make a wash as is customary. Dip in silver leaves,
until you like their colour. But, it is better if the leaf is made of copper;

517 om. SyrL; SyrC: 18w C § 13.

Test, 18391 Philos. Anon. Alch. {Joan. Alch. BeRu) CAAG 11 264,713-8.
$ % om. SyrL; SyrC 15yrC § 14,

Trsr, 197-8 Steph. Alch, T 247,157 Ideler,
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EDITION (Greek fexts)

clean first the copper as is customary. Then add two parts of the herb Arzsto lochia :

the double amount of saffron and celandine, and make them as thick as asalve,

Rub the leaf [with it], work following the foregoing method and you will marvel.
In fact, Cilician saffron produces the same effect as mercury as well as cassia
[produces the same effect as] cinnamon.’* Nature conquers nature.

19. Take our lead,’” the lead that has become harder {by losing its own moisture]
by means of Chian earth, Parian earth, and alum; melt it with [a fire of] chaff and
pour it over pyrite, and saffron, and flowers of safflower and oichomenion,’* and
celandine, and saffron-sauce, and Aristolochia. Triturate [these ingredients] with
the sharpest vinegar, and make a wash as is customary. Let the lead soak up
rhubarb, and you will find gold. Let the compound have also a pinch of unburnt
sulphur.’* Nature masters nature.

20. This is <the method> of Pammenes which he taught to the Egyptian priests.’’ The
matter for the making of gold extends up to these natural substances. But do not marvel
that just one species can perform such a mystery. Do you not see that many drugs
can [only] with difficulty, even given time, close up a wound made by iron, while
human excrement produces this effect immediately? And often, when many drugs are

§ '8 Tgst, 200-1 Zos. Alch. CAAG 1l r83,3-5.

$ 72 SyrL: CMA 1 11,19-T2, 2 {textus); 21 praec. 8 (transladie}; SyrC: T8wrC § 15.
TesT. 206-7 Zos. Alch. CAAG 11 162,7—9.

§ 28 Gurl: CMA 11 12,25 (textus); 22 praec. 9 {translatio); $yrC: 18yrC § 16.
Test. 213 Zos. Alch. CAAG 11 148,15-6; Steph. Alch. T 234,25fF. Ideler [ubi TToupévng leg. (M, fol. 3173—4) s mo-
néymg Idelerl. e
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EDITION (creék"té:its) ;S'i_ o3

administered for cauterising, they do not produce any effect, while treated qﬁicklimé

alone cures the disease. And often, when a complex treatment is provided for
ophthalmia it can be harmful, while the Rhamnus plant, which has an effect on
any disease of this kind, does not fail. So we have to disregard such a worthless
and unsuitable matter, and make use only of the natural substances. And now
evaluate the question also on the basis of this point: who could ever work
without the above mentioned natures? And, if working is not possible without
these natures, why do we like the illusion that a plurality of matters exists? Why
do we need many species to concur in order to do the same, when one nature

conquers everything? Let us clearly examine also the composition of the species
for the making of silver.

——

§ *° Tnst. 226-7 Syn, Alch. § 5, 1l 59-60; Steph. Alch. Il 247,9-To Ideler || 227-8 Pelag. Alch, CAAG 257,13 45 1

Steph, Alch. Il 200,245 ¢t 200,3 § et 2T4,37-215,2 et 216,30 ct 247,To Ideler; Philos. Anon. Alchi CA A GH 4.3'7,5..' ST
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On the Making of Silver (= AP)

1. <Take> the mercury that comes from orpiment, or from realgar, or according to
your knowledge, and make it solid as is customary;® lay it on the copper <or> on the
iron* which have been purified with sulphur,® and they will turn white, Whitened
magnesia produces the same effect as well, and orpiment that has been turned
inside out, and roasted cadmia, and unburnt realgar, and whitened pyrite, and
white lead roasted together with sulphur* You will melt iron by adding

magnesia,” or the half of sulphur, or a pinch of magnetite. For magnetite has affinity
with iron. Nature delights in nature,

2. Take the above mentioned volatile substance® and boil it with castor or
radish oil, mixing in a pinch of magnesia. Then take tin and purify it as is

ST Syrl: CMA T 12, 5—11 (textus); 23 prace. T (translatio); SyrC: 28yrC § 1.
- Tust. 1-8 Moyscs Alch. (A, fol, 272"7~15), ut monuerunt BeRu (CAAG 11 306,14), qui textum non ed. ﬂ 1-3 Zos.
Alch, CAAG II 179,9-11 &t ¥80,3; Steph. Alch, 1T 235,37-236,2 Ideler || 7-8 Zos. Alch, CAAG IF 197,12-3.
$2 Syrl: CMA 1 12,115 {textus); 23 praec, z (translatio); SyeC: 285yrC § 2. :
TrsT, 910 Zos. Alch, CAAG 11 154,74 et 180,7-8; [Zos, Alch.] CAAG I 202,7-8.
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EDITION (Greel texts) S3

customary, with sulphur, or with pyrites, or according to your knowledge.” Pour it
over the volatile substance and make a mixture. Let it be roasted in an enveloping
fire, and you will find it similar to white lead. This drug makes any [metallic]
body white. When you lay it on, mix Chian earth in it, or asteritzs, or moon
foam, or according to your knowledge; for moon foam, when mixed with
mercury, makes any [metallic] body white. Nature conquers nature.

3. <Take> white magnesia: whiten it with brine and scissile alum in sea water, or
with juice — I mean citron juice — or with sulphur vapour. For sulphur fumes whiten
everything since they are white. Some people claim that kobathia fumes® whiten it
[Le. magnesia] as well. After whitening, also mix an equal amount of wine dregs
with it [i.e. the sulphur], so that [the magn@sia] tarns extraordinarily white. Then
take four ounces of whitish copper — I mean of brass — and melt it by adding gradu-
ally one ounce of previously purified tin; stir with your hands until the substances
join together:® it [i.c. the metallic alloy] will be breakable. So, add half of the
white drug and it [i.e. the alloy] will be of first quality. For whitened magnesia

$* TesT. 12 Zos. Alch. CAAG TE 180,5 ct T97,T5 | 12-3 Zos. Alch. CAAG T 147,25 || 13-4 Zos. Alch. CAAG T
197,056 " 14-5 Zos. Alch. CAAG T 185,17-8 et 186,4-5. ]

SyrL: CMA 11 12,1 §-21 (textus); 24 prace. 3 {translatio); SyrC: 25y+C § 3.

Test. 201 Zos. Alch. CAAG 11 189,2-3 et 9—v1; Olymp. Alch, CAAG I 85,1-2 || 26-7 Zos. Alch, CAAG II
T62,4~6 et T78,7 et 179,17-8; [Zos. Alch] CAAG I 201,17-8; Steph. Alch. Il 236,234 Ideler §E 27—8 705
Alch, CAAG I 153,10-2; Steph, Alch, II 2.40,14—6 Idcier. :
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£@ pryvocBon T& chpate, oddE v oxiiv 100 ohKkoD EmipE-
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5. TRv 8¢ Aevkavlsioov Addpyvpov Tpiyov cbv Beig, fi
vadpiq, i &poevik®, § moplty, fi OEopédet, ivo umxéte ped-
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oxedoc. Fytto 38 10 ¢hvlepa kol Turdvoo ontod Bpayéviog et

45 fuépog Tpels, Tva yévmton opmetixdrepov. Enifodhe obv orbT0
AevKdV yevopevoy pdAkov A Tiv ypdbloy. Tiveton 8¢ molrbxig

)

+

29 piryvoctor MBV @ fpfyvi- A li yohkoU A 1§ MV : ¢B " 30 ante pbog add. yop
BeRu H 31 hevxdv MV @ Aevkoviév BA | Jja. \uiusa’ \n..’}. [ie. 8elov Gmopov Aevkav]
SyrC : om. SyrL || Aevxévng M : -Gverg B : -odverg A 1 -xovdfioeton V || adrd om.
BeRu " 31-40 hevidvyg — 10ig pdoeowv om, SyrL SyrC !I 32 fAie BeRu: 4MA:°4
BY H Tf om. BA ﬂ &vBfioen soripsi post Pizzim £ 1094 (florebit) : Gveiyn MV : &
B : &0M A : &0uetov 8zlov BeRu li 3Babtdo BAetVpe. i -6 MetVac “ 35 9 [ie
yohkdv BeRu] M et " BA - @ V || 36 oidnpov BeRu: g MV : 8] A et Bqui add
oidnpog s.l.|| &wprotov scripsi : &tproTov MV et BeRu : dtputov B : drpuiov A I
Ktmo‘wspov MYV : -topov B : Ktm’vmpov A " 36-7 pé?mﬁﬁov BeRu : uéMB- A:hMet

BeRu | ctMmMc MBA : oc?dmkou; V || ovyyévery MBY : -yéviav A H ol ghoelg om.
A || 41 supra AB&pyvpov add. | MBA | piyov scripsi : ® MVA et B qui add. Aeiov
s1 : Agiov BeRu : woaa [contere] SyrC “ 42 &poevikn MV : &p B: -viow A "
. dEvugham MV : d€o- BA “ 43 Aourpotépoig MBVA : tétoig prop. BeRu |l 44 gyt
: MBV : o A [ ohveepe MV : -6nuoc BA || titkvov BVA : titovog M | 45 Apzpog
MV : 66 BA || opncmirepov BA : op- MV |] #miBarie MV : Bode BA || adwd
- -m_MV II 46 1y wipbérov BeRu : oy \[nm) MV : 0 yyupidov BA

EDITION (Greek texts): - Si

does not let the [metallic] bodies break, nor the blackness of copper [lit. ‘the shédévc; R

of copper’| come out. Nature masters nature.

4. Take white sulphur,*® whiten it by grinding it in the sun with urine, or alum and
salt brine; it will shine completely white. Grind it with realgar or with the urine of a
heifer for six days, until it becomes a drug similar to marble.** If it does, it is a great
mystery: for it whitens coppert, softens iron, takes away the cry of tin, takes away the
fluidity of lead, makes substances unbreakable, and makes dyes stable. For sulphur,
when mixed with sulphur, makes substances divine, since [sulphurs] have great affi-
nity with each other. For natures delight in natures.

5. Crash whitened litharge with sulphur, or cadmia, or orpiment, or pyrite, or
vinegar and honey, so that it loses its fusibility. Roast this [compound] over quite
high flames, sealing the vessel. The compound must also have a bit of roasted
lime that has been moistened with vinegar for three days, so that it acquires
a stronger cleansing property. When it has turned whiter than white lead,
lay it [on metallic bodies].** However, it often also turns yellow if you make too

54 om. SyrL; SyrC: 25vrC § 4, L T tantum Aofidy Belov  Aeukdy prachet.
TusT, 34-8 Zos, Alch, CAAG T 161,69 et 162,127 || 38-9 [Zos. Alch.] CAAG TT 199, 17-8; Phifos. Christ. Alch.
CAAG 11 399,5-6. :

55 om. SyrL; SyrC: 25yrC § 4, 1. 2ff.
Tost. 46 Zos. Alch. CAAG I 147,10,
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47 pr. Eovof MBA : -0 V || alt. Zavefy BA : -6v MV || 49 éniBoie MBV : Bocke A ||
ypeioy MV : gpoi- B: xpfi- A || 50 2a€™ [ie. MBbpyupog BeRu] BA : MbipC M:
MBGp? V " 51 pohoPdog M @ poh- BVA I[ ebioénog MV | -kOheg A ef B ut vid.
(edroAL]) H 52 k" [i.e. jordPdov BeRu] M : h BV : pokifdon A " vikdor BVA : -con
M H 53 post ghoeig lacunam coniect, coll. 8yrC, fols. 95710-95%3 qui caput cum PM §§
15-6 comparandum servat (vide 28yrC § 5) | 54 hodv BVA : % M : ante . titu-
Jum &pyoponoiiag Lopot add. Moyses Alch. “ tpiyov BA. 1 © MV : deiwcov Moyses

Alch. ] 55 £ig 6v mopddv BA : elcdv mupdg M : eig dv nopdg V : om. SyrL SyrC | oo
[i.e. mésoher BeRu] MBVA || 9° [ie. yoAxod BeRuf MV : © BA || 56 por6psov BeRu :
h MBVA | owfipov BeRu : # M : §] BVA || post o add. &v BA [| 57 fpov
BeRn : 4 M : L BVA || cuAeiov MBVA : cuvibe (sic) Moyses Alch. || 59 ante
xpicov add. kol BA H méthov BeRu : 1 MBVA : nétahor Moyses Alch. @ logy [ice.

métaha] SyrL SyrC i! 60 meproipoooy B : mepigfipecov (sic) A : mepigupov MV : fort.
meppinmtov BeRu ll 61 x&Beg MBVA : 0ic Moyses Alch, : Loj! [adice] SyrL SyrC :
~iwarleg BeRu u 62 9° [ie. xohxdg BeRu] MV : P BA ﬁ 64 ante pbowg add. yop
eRu || 65 A@épyvpov BeRu : M06p@ M : M€ BA : Moap™ V | abuiv MBA :

EDITION (Greek texts): ¢

strong a fire, but if it turns yellow it will not be useful to you at present; since you .
want to whiten the [metallic] bodies. So heat it up on a suitable fire and lay it on
any [metallic] body that must be whitened.'* For litharge after losing its fusibility
will no longer be lead; this happens easily: the nature of lead, in fact, quickly under-
goes many transformations.™ For natures conguer natures. <... >

6. Take Cilician saffron,"’ crush it with sea water or brine, and make a wash into
which to dip heated leaves of copper, lead, and iron, until you like the result: they
will turn white. Then take half of the drug and grind it up together with realgar,
or white orpiment,*® or unburnt sulphur, or according to your knowledge: make
it as thick as a salve. Rub the leaf and put it in a newly-made vessel: seal [the
vessel] as is customary, after setting it on a fire of sawdust for a whole day, then
take [the leaf] out and dip it in a fresh wash: it will be white, the copper leaf
whitest. Do the rest as a craftsman does: for Cilician saffron with sea water
makes [metallic leaves] white, with wine yellow."” Nature delights in nature.

7. Take white litharge and grind it with bay leaves and Cimolian earth
and honey and white realgar: make a glutinous mixture. Rub hall of this

TesT. 46-8 Zos. Alch. CAAG 11 139,18-20 = VITT 43— Merrens; [Zos. Alch.] CAAG H 204,6-7 " 51--2 Steph.
Alch. 11 232,34 et 36 Ideler.

SyrL: CMA 1T 12, 22-13,5 (textus); 24 pracc. 5 {translatio); SyrC: 25w C § 6.

TrsT. 54-64 Moyses Alch. (A, fol. 275 2~14), ut monuerunt BeRu {CAAG 1! 310 n. v}, qui texturn non ed

§7 om. SyrL; SyrC: 28y+C § 7. S
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67 kol om. MV || noinoov BA : fIMV || vAcuadeg BA : yhv- MV | ante xpicov add.
xoi BA || xpioov BVA @ xpficov M : ia\ @o (o weg [et illine horum externam partem]
SyrC : om. SyrL | 0% MVA : 1 B || fjuoo BeRu : & M : & BVA || 68 @
MBYV : &nc A |l ante woréfante add. kol BA H 69 Héort V et Laas [aqui)] SyrC : 980T
M : Hdotog BA u on0500 MVA : non legit. B : fort. kol omod®d BeRu “ Aevkivov
MBYV : -coivev A : fort. nevkivev BeRu || 70 moter A : fIMBV || 71 nopipaxa BA
mopije® MV || 72 adrfi BeRu : 0b% M : acdtiy BVA || 72-3 orvnmploy xal pico M:
osrontnpla kol picvr BVA " 73 Béihe MVA : BéAde B || 74-5 1y dodpartog scripsi, coll.
CAAG 11 195,7 : &md ohpa’ MV : &nd obdpozeg BA : fau liagd Jeosy i [ut hoc fiat
album corpus} SyrC !I 75 tpiyov scripsi post BeRu (tpiyov sic) : ® MBVA ||
Aevkoréte BA : hevko® MV || moter A : iter. B : fI MV || 76 ntpov MBA : nop V ||
Bodier MV : fov* BA “ 77 ochvBepa MV : -Onpo BA |] 78 ante pbo1g add. yop BeRu i|
79 5 fi.e. oDyri(av)] MBA : o077 V || vitpov BeRm : M MBVA ||  Tie. obyyi{ug)]
MBA : 00T V " 0 om. V |E 80 fjpiov BeRu: G M : L BVA || Aol BeRu @ grodg
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B B [Le odyyi(eg) 6001 MB : o7 B V:iom A " 81 oo BeRu: 5 M : ¥ BVA H

i 20hoD B : -Ov MV xelhdv A u B [Le. obyyi(av)] MBA : 00T V " 81-2 srumenplog
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drug [on a metallic leaf?] and heat from below as is customary.™® Dip [the meta]hc e

leaf?} into the rest of the drug, by diluting with the water of ashes of white poplar:
for mixtures that are not thick'® are very effective without fire. Make them fire-
resisting with washes. For nature masters nature.

8. Take the abovementioned volatile substance,™ and grind alum and misy
together with it; after washing with vinegar, also add to it a bit of white cadmia,
or magnesia, or quicklime, so that this incorporeal {vapour/substance] becomes a
body {i.e. solid]. Crush with whitest honey: make a wash in which to dip and
warm up whatever you want; keep it dipped and [what you are seeking for] will
happen. Let the compound have a bit of unburnt sulphur as well, so that the drug
may sink in. Nature conquers nature,

9. Take orpiment, one ounce, and soda, a half-ounce, and the skin of the
tender leaves of Persaion, two ounces, and salt, a half-ounce, and mulberry
juice, one ounce, and the same amount of scissile <alum >.*" Grind together in
vinegar, or urine, or filtrate of quicklime, until a wash is formed: dip into

$7 Tust. 67-70 Zos. Alch, CAAG 11 768,124 | 69-70 Zos. Alch. CAAG H 160,5-6 et 168,67 et 189,134

§% om. SyrL; SyrC: 2Sy+C § 8.
Test, 72-5 Zos, Alch, CAAG 1 195,5-7 || 75-6 Zos, Alch. CAAG T 185,234 || 76-7 Zos. Alch. CAAG H174,716;
Steph. Alch. H 247,27 Ideler; Philos. Christ. Alch. CAAG 1 274,14 ¢t 420,145 || 77-8 Philos. Christ. Akh. CAAG
11 277,13—4; Hieroth, Alch, CAAG 11 451,56,

$2 om. SyrL; SyrC: 28vC § 9.
Tusr, 79-84 Zos, Alch, CAAG T v78,18-179,7 || 79-81 Zos. Alch. CAAG M 153,71 et r63,2.z—-r64,:-.et zx7,r4—6 i
80 Zos. Alch. CAAG 1 155,23 || 814 Zos. Alch. CAAG 11 v55,77-9.
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this wash the dark metallic leaves while heating them, and you will make them sha- e

otoxth, fmg yévnton Lopoe eig Ttobrov T Evoxio wupl KoTd-
dowless.” Nature masters nature.

Bamte méToAQ, Kol dmookidoels. ‘H @boig v gbotv kportel.
10. You have received everything useful for gold and silver. Nothing has been left

out; nothing is missing, except how to sublime volatile substances and to distil
waters. But T have intentionally passed these topics over in silence, since they are

85 10. "Améyete mévto Td xpood xol Gpydpm xpfoipuc. O0dEV
DroAeineTon, o0dEV Votepel, TATV THg vEQEANG kol 10D Bdatog 7
dpotg GALe TadTo ExkdY Tapecudrnc, o TO GgBovag adtd
gyxeioBon kol &v Talg GAAoig pov ypoeals. “Eppecte [Ev tad
h ypopiil

covered enough in my other writings. Farewell [with this writing].

84 01 [i.e. nétoho BeRu) MBVA || &rooxiboeig MBA : -doeig V " ante gbotg add.
y&p BeRu || 85 éméxere MBV : -ton A || t& om. BA || 88 éyiceioon MBV : ¢yy- A ||
¥ppwcde MBYV : -cfon A || 88-9 &v tardn i ypoupfi secl. BeRu : Eppooe — ypagij om.

SyrL SyrC

570 Gyrl: CMA 11 13,6-8 (iextus) 24 pracc. 6 (ranslatio); SyrC: 28yrC § 10,
TesT. 85-6 Zos. Alch, CAAG 1 148,707 et 152,167 et 181,3—6; Pelag, Alch. CAAG I 260,19—21; Steph. Alch. TT
205,30—5 Ct 2T7,21~5 ¢t 233,28—9 et 244,701 Ideler; Philos. Anon, Alch. {Zos. Alch. BeRu) CAAG TE 125,6—7 et
136,12-3 || 87-8 Zos. Akh. CAAG H 225,103 =1V (versio 2) 24-30 Mertens et CAAG II 2.34,5— :
Mertens ct CAAG TT 237,9-18 =1V ro—34 Mertens. : :




