
I 46 Chapitre 5 

4.4 You have learned the following pronominal verbs: 
s'amuser 
s'appeler 
se brosser (Jes dents) 
se coucher 
se depecher 
s'endormir 
s'habiller 
se !aver 
se lever 
se passer 
se rappeler 
se raser 
se reposer 
se reveiller 
se sentir (bien/mal) 

to have a good time, have fun 
to be named 
to brush (one's teeth) 
to go to bed 
to hurry 
to fall asleep 
to get dressed 
to wash up 
to get up (conjugated like acheter) 
to happen 
to remember, recall 
to shave 
to rest 
to wake up 
to feel (well/ill) (conjugated like partir) 

4.5 In the affirmative imperative, the reflexive pronoun follows the verb. 
Note that te becomes toi. 

Depeche-roi ! 
Depechons-nous ! 
Depechez-vous ! 

4.6 In the negative imperative, the reflexive pronoun is in its normal 
position before the verb. 
Ne te depeche pas. 
Ne nous depechons pas. 
Ne vous depechez pas. 

5.1 Review the forms and functions of the interrogative pronouns. 

function 
subject 
direct object 

persons 
qm 
qui est-ce que 
qui 

things 
qu'est-ce qui 
qu'est-ce que 
que 

For further details, review Structure I, Chapitre 1. 

Pour narrer au present : Les verbes pronominaux 
(Grammaire de base 4.1 --t 4.6) 

a. Pronominal verbs are defined as all verbs that are conjugated with a pronoun 
that refers back in some way to the subject. Pronominal verbs fall into different 
classes, depending on their meaning. 

b. With the reflexive class, the action "reflects back" to the subject. Most of the 
verbs given in the Grammaire de base are of the reflexive type. 

Nous nous levons a 8 h 00. 
II se rase tous Jes jours. 
Vous vous couchez tard. 
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c. In addition to those in the Grammaire de base, learn the following reflexive 
verbs: 

s'arreter 
se debrouiller 
se demander 
se detendre 
s'habituer a 
s'inquieter de 
s'interesser a 
se moquer de 

to stop 
to manage, get along 
to wonder 
to relax 
to get used to 
to wony about (conjugated like preferer) 
to be interested in 
to make Jim of 

d. Reciprocal verbs describe an action that two or more people perform with or 
for each other. These verbs can be used only in the plural. 

Les Francais et les America ins 
ne se comprennent pas parfois. 

Nous nous ecrivons et nous 
nous telephonons tous !es jours. 

The French and the Americans 
do not understand each other at times. 

We write and we call each other every day. 

e. Some verbs change meaning when they become pronominal. These are the 
idiomatic pronominal verbs. Study the following list: 

• -irjj,41,minal • 
aller to go s'en aller to go away 

douter to doubt se douter de to suspect 

ennuyer to bother s'ennuyer to be bored 

entendre to hear s'entendre (avec) to get along (with) 

mettre to put, place se mettre a to begin 

rendre to return se rendre to realize 
compte de 

servir to serve se servir de to use 

tromper to deceive se tramper (de) to be mistaken (about) 

f. Some verbs are inherently pronominal; they exist only in the pronominal form. 

se souvenir de 
se specialiser en 

to remember 
to major in 

conversation 

A. Synonymes. Remplacez le verbe en italique par un verbe pronominal. 

1. Vous faites erreur. J e ne suis pas M. LeGrand. 
2. ]'utilise des cassettes pour apprendre le francais. 
3. J e dois partir. J e suis en retard. 
4. Est-ce que tu te rappelles ce qu'il a dit? 
5. Elle commence a travailler des le lever du soleil". as soon as the sun rises 


