		Dabashi, Fall 2026
Midterm Essay: Methods of Literary Study

In this assignment, you will write a paper on a theorist or theorists of your own choosing, from the first half of the semester. Your paper can either explicate a given theory or put two theorists into conversation with one another—choosing from the theorists we have engaged with over the course of the first half of the semester.

· You are not permitted to us AI to do this assignment. It makes no sense to me—and indeed strikes me as absurd—to spend my time assessing the quality of a paper that has been written by a computer. I want to know what you think, not what the internet manages to cobble together. In my courses, I consider the use of AI to write a paper plagiarism and will treat it as such administratively (an automatic failing grade on the paper with no opportunity for resubmission).

· You are free to submit your midterm paper any day between October 7th and November 7th. However, if you hand in your paper any day after October 19th, I will provide only the grade—no written feedback. This policy respects both your time and mine. There are no exceptions to this policy. Please submit your paper as a hard copy in my mailbox in English House.

Length: 6 full pages of critical prose, typed, double-spaced (that does not include your Works Cited page, which means that your paper will be longer than 6 pages). See the “Course Information” tab on Moodle for further specifics regarding formatting of papers.

· Please feel free to go to the writing center with further help with your completion of this assignment.

· Your papers must be in word.doc or pdf format, typed, double-spaced, in 12-point font (Times New Roman), and with one-inch margins on all sides. Include your name at the top of the first page. Pages must be numbered and stapled. Submit your paper to me in the form of a hard copy, by placing it in my mailbox in the lobby of English House.
