		Page 1 of 6
COMMON GRAMMAR ISSUES

Affect vs Effect

	
	Affect
	Effect

	Verb
	“to act on or change someone or something”
construction will affect traffic in the area

“to put on a false appearance of (something)”
he affected a French accent

	"to cause to come into being" or "accomplish."
the strike effected change within the company

	Noun
	an observable emotional response
his affect did not change after hearing the news
	"a change that results when something is done or happens," or "a particular feeling or mood created by something."
the second cup of coffee had no effect




Blue shading = more common use of the word


Those darn punctuation marks!	Commas, Semi-Colons, Colons, and Dashes

Comma (,)

When joining independent clauses with a conjunction (and, but, or)

Dorothy failed her test, but it was extremely difficult.


To surround a non-restrictive clause (a clause that is not necessary to the meaning of the sentence)

 Nate, who works as a software engineer, majored in computer science.


After an introductory clause

 In high school, Suzy was the class clown.


To separate a simple series

During spring break, my days will consist of eating, watching Netflix, and sleeping.


Semi-colon (;)

In a series, when the internal parts of the series have commas (like nesting dolls)
Our family members came all the way from Denver, Colorado; Rochester, Minnesota; and even Paris, France.

To join independent clauses (each clause could be a separate sentence, but you want to emphasize their connection)

The universe has always called to human beings; there could be no more final frontier than space.


To join independent clauses with a conjunctive adverb instead of a coordinating conjunction (and, but, or, nor, etc.)

The specimens were treated properly; however, they were not stored properly.

The specimens were treated properly, but they were not stored properly.

	Conjunctive Adverbs

	accordingly
	finally
	likewise
	similarly

	also
	furthermore
	meanwhile
	specifically

	anyway
	hence
	moreover
	still

	besides
	however
	nevertheless
	subsequently

	certainly
	incidentally
	next
	the

	consequently
	indeed
	nonetheless
	therefore

	conversely
	instead
	otherwise
	 thus




Colon (:)
Colons are used to introduce information set up by the previous clause.
To announce, introduce, or direct attention to a list, a noun or noun phrase, a quotation, or an example/explanation. 
Humans use five major senses: sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch.
There is one mantra that can sum up our position on climate change: urgent action.
To join independent clauses when the second clause illustrates or expands an idea
Martha realized that her worst fear was coming true: her son was being sent to war.
Life is like a puzzle: half the fun is in trying to work it out.

Dashes—two different kinds

Em dash (—)

Em dashes—the ones that have the long line with no space between the dash and the word—should be rare in formal writing! Em dashes replace other punctuation with a more emphatic tone. Since academic writing is intended to be thoughtful and measured, the emphatic tone of em dashes is often jarring and out of place. As a guide, use em dashes no more than one set per page at most. And absolutely use only one dash or pair of dashes per sentence. It’s quite possible you could write an entire 20-page paper with no em dashes.

Using an em dash in place of a comma
Em dashes can be used in pairs to replace commas when writing a parenthetical or interruptive phrase. The dashes have a slightly more emphatic feel, making the reader focus on the information that is set inside the special marks. Phrases that add information or clarify but are not necessary to the meaning of a sentence are ordinarily set off with commas. But when the phrase itself already contains one or more commas, dashes can help readers understand the sentence.
	Parenthetical phrase with commas

	And so, when the baby was born in June, nearly two months premature, the parents were happy but quite nervous, and they still had to buy all of the baby supplies.

	Parenthetical phrase with em dashes

	And so, when the baby was born in June—nearly two months premature—the parents were happy but quite nervous, and they still had to buy all of the baby supplies.


The dashes emphasize that the baby was premature, identifying it is an important detail in this sentence.

Using em dashes instead of parentheses
Think of dashes as the opposite of parentheses. Where parentheses indicate that the reader should put less emphasis on the enclosed material, dashes indicate that the reader should pay more attention to the material between the dashes. Dashes add drama—parentheses whisper.
When dashes replace parentheses, the surrounding punctuation is omitted:
	Parentheses
	After taking all of his final exams (including seven essays and three multiple-choice tests), David just wanted to sleep.

	Em dashes
	After taking all of his final exams—including seven essays and three multiple-choice tests—David just wanted to sleep.


*Em dashes are more visible than parentheses and therefore interrupt the flow of the sentence a bit more and draw attention to the content.
When used instead of parentheses at the end of a sentence, only a single em dash is used:
	Parentheses
	That coffee shop offers a selection of exotic gourmet coffee (or at least that is how they describe it).

	Single em dash
	That coffee shop offers a selection of exotic gourmet coffee—or at least that is how they describe it.


*The dash works especially well when placed at the end of a sentence—it extends the sentence like an addendum, allowing a wide range of new information to be added..

Using an em dash instead of a colon
Use an em dash instead of a colon when you want to emphasize the conclusion of your sentence without giving it all of the connotations that a colon brings. A dash can add “extra” information and is more flexible in this way. It is also less formal than a colon.
	Colon
	The executives finally decided what they would do with the company: sell it at a loss.

	Single em dash
	The executives finally decided what they would do with the company—sell it at a loss.



	Colon
	Let’s go where we went last year: Disneyland!

	Single em dash
	Let’s go where we went last year—Disneyland!


*Using the dash instead of a colon conveys a sense of anticipation (or of inevitability) and can add an almost editorial feel to the writing.

En dash (-)

The en dash is the shorter dash (technically slightly longer than a hyphen, but in practice, we often just use a hyphen)

To create compound adjectives 

Compound adjectives are compound words that act as adjectives. Any time two (or more!) words become a single term to describe a noun, they’re a compound adjective. Generally, if you have a noun phrase that is acting as an adjective to modify another noun, you will need an en dash

a two-day event

She’s a brand-new Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist.

We ate a second-rate meal at the diner. 

It turned out to be a very low-stress job. 

Maria was the best-known author in the genre.



Try out these examples:

Dorothy failed her test, but it was extremely difficult.

Dorothy failed her test; it was extremely difficult.

Dorothy failed her test: it was extremely difficult.

Dorothy failed her test—it was extremely difficult.



For more guidance on these punctuation marks:

https://blog.wordvice.com/when-to-use-commas-colons-semicolons-and-dashes/

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/semi-colons-colons-and-dashes/

https://www.grammarly.com/blog/parts-of-speech/compound-adjectives/




Common Writing Problems in the Before & After Paper Assignment

Don’t write in future tense when explaining your paper methods – you’ve already done the work!

Every figure (images, tables, charts) must be referenced and discussed in the text – these are not just illustrations but part of your evidence and analysis.

Figures are supposed to have a caption as well as a Figure number and data source

Newspapers names are italicized like book titles

Must have page number for direct quote

Have to actually cite something (in inline citation or footnote, depending on citation style), not just refer to it in the text

Everything (including headings) double spaced with no extra space between paragraphs

Avoid compound verbs: looked at, iron out, bring up, took off
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