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Research Project Overview



· Working title: A short phrase that captures what the thesis is about. The working title should give the reader a sense of what the thesis is about. You may want to include indications about theme, place, and timeframe in a subtitle. 
· Research question(s): 1-3 questions that define what you are trying to answer or find
· Primary sources: What evidence will you use to investigate your question? Documents, artifacts, people, visual resources? What is the full “population” of the original, primary material, and what portion of that full population (sample) will you access?
· Methodology: How will you collect your evidence? How will you access your primary sources? Once you have your “data” or evidence, what tools, theories, or methods will you use to analyze or interpret it? What is your analytical framework?
· Expected findings / description of research product: What do you expect to produce out of your research? A description of X? A comparison of X, Y, and Z? If you have expectations about the direction of your findings, state them here.
· Limitations: What are the boundaries of your analytical findings? What are the limits to how your findings could be applied to other settings, populations, etc.? [Note that this stems from the kinds of data/sources and methodologies you are using.]
· Value of the research: so what? What is the significance of your research? What new information are you developing? Who would be interested in your findings, and how would they use or apply the information?
