398 W3 Notes
Questions, Methods, Lit Review – wait, what? 

Translating the ‘soak and poke’ to an undergrad thesis… 
Answer 4W+1H (Who, what, where, when… HOW)

Who … 
· Are the key players? Stakeholders? Movers and Shakers? 
· (and what are their motivations? – Are they simpatico or conflicting?)
What
· What is happening? Look for diversity of cases, change over time… a narrative
· What are the successful cases? Unsuccessful cases? First cases? Best practices?
· What are the factors that contributed to success or failure?
Where
· Is there geographic diversity? 
· Is this a story that happens at multiple scales (household/community/city/region)

When
· Is this a cause:effect triggered by external forces? 
· How have things changed over time

How
· Tell a story! If this is a big complicated case of gears in a machine… which is moving which, how fast, in what direction, etc etc

NOW you have a sense of relationships, causal mechanisms, etc. NOW you have a why… and a narrow(er) topic. You can ‘work backwards’ and pretend that this was your question all along!


Ex: “I want to study community relations and how a certain area (but I’m not sure which 1-2 of these five possible areas) resists displacement with rising property values

Soak and Poke: 

	
	Area 1
	Area 2
	Area 3
	Area 4
	Area 5

	Community ties – in person events
	High (source)
	
	Med (source)
	
	Low (source)

	Community engagement – social media
	
	Med (source)
	Med (source)
	
	

	Local representation (city)
	
	
	Good (source)
	Good (source)
	

	Local representation (state)
	
	
	
	
	

	Social Movement?
	
	
	
	
	

	Predatory lenders/developers
	
	
	
	
	

	Economic health of neighborhood
	
	
	
	
	





One way of imagining your lit review: getting to the point
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Another way of imagining your lit review: joining a conversation and joining conversations 


                                   Conversation #1						Conversation #2



































                                                                              What is your ‘case’ a case of?
						        (Conversation #3)

