Rules of a Typical Thesis Introduction

“Learn the rules like a pro so that you can break them like an artist” -Picasso
To put it a bit less elegantly than Picasso did, there are certain rules (dare I say a formula?) for a good thesis intro. If you are lost, follow this precisely. If that goes well, then you can start to break some rules in the next draft. 
· Move 1 establish your territory (say what the topic is about) **1.5-2 pages max**
· Move 2 establish yourself as an expert and a scholar (show the totality and limits of existing research and how YOUR research will add to the conversation) **6-10 pages**
· Move 3 introduce the current research (state the research questions; answer them with a compelling analytical statement; introduce the ‘plan of the work’ **2 pages max**

Parts of a typical thesis introduction:
1. Hook the reader by making the general topic clear AND compelling. (1/2 - 1 page) Give background, scope and importance of the topic - but select details in such a way that the reader starts to think ‘wow, their sense of problem really IS a problem’ (could be intellectual, could be real-world)… or, put a bit less dramatically ‘This thing that they are curious about… now that they mention it, I’m curious, too!’
2. Give us a GLIMPSE of the ‘gap.’ (one SHORT paragraph) This is the three-sentence version of what comes next: people have studied factors X and Y as influential, but there is just not enough info out there on Z
3. Research to the rescue! (one paragraph) “In this project, I will…” or something so glaringly obvious. Assure the reader that you will, indeed, fill the gap. Define the terms and scope of your topic so that the reader knows what is coming! 
4. Provide a review of the literature related to the topic Subheadings will be your friend! So will good topic sentences. The topic sentence of each paragraph should give us a summary of what’s to come. Then, your lit review will be as dense as you can make it. The ‘souffle model’ will talk a LOT about one source, with longish quotations and annotated-bib style summary. That’s not ideal, but its often a good first step. The ‘brownie model’ will pack a bunch of delicious sources into one paragraph, and the paragraph will read like a declaration of fact with few quotations and lots of parenthetical references. Look at published articles for examples of this.  
5. Evaluate the current situation (real-world and/or academic) and insert yourself into the conversation Based on this literature review, what are the sorts of things/factors that you are going to examine as important. (We don’t typically have ‘hypotheses’ but the inductive equivalent, which is something like the lens or filter you plan to use).  Go deeper on the gap (location based? Research hasn’t caught up with reality? Nobody is putting these two things together?) and make sure we know that your research is up to the task of filling it.
6. State the research problem/ questions You don’t want to be repetitive from point three, but it might be helpful to formally state a research question in a more developed way than you did early on
7. Outline the methodology Be specific (interviews with X number of planners) but not overly specific – remember, you can include an appendix if you think, for example, demographic factors of interviewees are important. 
8. Give your reader a chapter-by-chapter plan This might be 1-2 paragraphs. You are essentially writing a mini abstract for each empirical chapter. 



Hooray! Now, if all has gone to plan…

· I am excited to keep reading, and…
· I trust that you are the expert to lead me to some wisdom, and…
· I know what to expect in the pages to come, and…
· I know why it’s important that I do indeed read your thesis! 
Adapted with a whole lot of changes from: https://www.student.unsw.edu.au/introductions
