CHAPTER ONE

EARLY MODERN TRANS STUDIES



CHAPTER ONE
AGAINST EMERGENCE
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BY KATY STEINMETZ

“For the past decade or so, ‘emergent’
has often appeared alongside
‘transgender studies’ to describe a
orowing scholarly field. But while
the scholarly trope of emergence
conjures the cutting edge, 1t can
also be an infantilizing temporality
that communicates (and contributes
to) perpetual marginalization. An
emergent field 1s always on the
verge of becoming, but 1t may never
arrive.” - Reg Kunzel



How are trans people “emergent?”
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How are trans people “emergent?”

- new, novel, without history

- “cutting-edge” and futuristic
(1dentities, medical technologies, etc)

- we keep being “discovered” (by
c1s people, obviously)




BY OLGA KHAZAN
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TheA . | B = How are trans people “emergent?”

C - “contagion” or “‘craze”

Your Child Says & T THE HEALTH RESEIRI
She's Trans. 7

She Wants g . X . 29
- appearing suddenly, “rapid onset
She’s 13. s 9 ‘\

BY JESSE SINGAL

- infantile, childlike
- untested, experimental

R - dangerous, a threat, an emergency

The Surprising Wisdom
of Russell Brand

Searching for Basquiat Or CriSiS

What Book Should

Everyone on Earth Read?



Click here to join a support group for parents of children with rapid-onset gender dysphoria (ROGD) in your area. X

RAPID-ONSET
GENDER
DYSPHORIA (ROGD)

We are the parents of ROGD kids




As Introduced

134th General Assembly

Regular Session H. B. No. 454

2021-2022
Representatives Click, Grendell

Cosponsors: Representatives Kick, Merrin, Young, B., Young, T., Creech, John,
Bird, Powell, Fowler Arthur, Hall, Holmes, Zeltwanger, Wiggam, Ferguson, Dean,
Koehler, Johnson, McClain, Gross, Jordan, Loychik, Hoops, Stoltzfus

A BILL

To enact seetions 3129.01, 3129.02, 3129.03,

312804, 31292.05; 3129.06e, 3120.07, and 317°8.08

1

of the Revised Code to prohibit certain

procedures to alter a minor child's sex and to

designate this act as the Sav

D

Experimentation (SAFE) Act.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 3129.01, 3129.02, 3129.03,
3129.04

r

Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 3129.01. The general assemblv hereby finds and

declares all of the following:

(A) This state has a compelling government interest in

protecting the health and safety of 1ts citizens, especially

Adolescents from

3129.05, 3129.06, 3129.07, and 3129.08 of the Revised

vulnerable children;

(BY onlv a tinv percentage of the American population

experiences distress at identifving with their biological sex.
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SAFE Act (“*Save Adolescents From

Experimentation”™)

- untested, experimental

- dangerous, a threat, an emergency
Or CT1S1S

- specifically targeting children



2026 anti-trans bills tracker

In 2026, anti-trans bills continue to be introduced across
the country. We track legislation that seeks to block
trans people from receiving basic healthcare, education,

legal recognition, and the right to publicly exist.

834 bills 43 states
63 passed 295 active 476 failed

What types of bills are you

tracking?

Each bill is accompanied by a category label that

indicates its primary area of impact. Education and
healthcare bills make up about half of all bills considered
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EDUCATIOMN 250

These bils target educational settings.
They aim to deny students name and
proncun autonamy, forcibly out trans
students to their parents, and ban basic
gender identity education, among ather
goals.

HEALTHCARE (114

The rumber of bills seeking to prohibs
gender-affeming care — medical care
supparted by ewery major medical
association — has surged in recent
years. Many seek to outlew care for
mincrs and adults, and others would
impact iNsurance Ccowverage ar acoess to
SEMVICES

CPORTS e

Sports bils target athletics n K-12 and
higher education. They seek to codify
sweeping defintions of gender and sex.
Over one third of states have already
passed lws banning transpender
students from participating in sports
consistent with their gender identity.

BATHROOM (=3

Mearly a decade after Morth Caralina's
infamous HEZ, bathroom bills cortinue
to be proposed. This category captures
bills that would restrict access to pubhc
facilities.

PERFORMAMNCE =

The perfarmance category grew guickly
in 2023, targetirg gender non-
conforming events and the businesses
that host them. Howewer, the langquage
of the laws is =0 broad that it could
extend to perfformances of Shakespeare.
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Nineteenth Century

— — i —_— .
Location ‘ Year , Location. Year

e

Columbus Ohio | 1848 T“ '?:[_}_allas:TmEa,s i 1880
Chicago, Illinois 11851 | !Nashville, Tennessce 11881
Wilmington, Delaware 1856 '| San Jose, California 1882

Springfild Winois ____ [1856 | Mucson, Arisona +~ Criminalization of Crossdressing

Newatl, New Jersey _ 1858 | | ] Lnlumbm M.mq.-un b lOsS )
Charleston, South Carolina | 1858 | | Peoria. Illmms | | 1884 d O
1860 | | Burte, Montana 1885 ( 1 84OS dll 5 S)

Kansas City, Missoun

1 3’39

?{;usmn, Texas 3 v 1861__;_ | Denver, Calarados N 1886_
Toledo, Ohio o 1862 | | Lincoln, N::braska 1889
Mcmﬂhig, Tennessee 1863 | banf.l Barba.m, al lfomm 5, 189+

San Francisco, C—a.lifami;}_ I 1863 Omaha., Nebraaka T 1890
St. Louts, Missouri 1804 ol LhC)-L’IIHc W}t}mmg 1892
Minncapolis, Minnesota 18""" Cicero, Illinois 1397
Oakland, California 1879 | |Cedar Falls, lowa - 11899




The History of Sexology (the science of sex)
- Late 19th century - 20th century

- Psychiatry, psychoanalysis, criminology, eugenics, law,
medical science

- Obsessed with creating taxonomies

- Central genre: the case study



Karl Heinrich Ulrichs, 1825 - 1895
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Karl Heinrich Ulrichs, 1825-1895

- The Riddle of Man-Manly Love (1864-1865)

- An Urning (Uranian) 1s someone with a “male body” who was *“born
with the sexual drive of women” as a result of embryonic development
(Inversion)

- Pursuit of Dionings (heterosexual men) 1s natural, biological, inborn

- Legal punishment of Urnings would be unjust

- anima muliebris virili corpore inclusa



Richard von Krafit-Ebing, 1840-1902

- Psychopathia Sexualis (1886)

2% ¢¢

- “antipathic sexual 1nstinct,” “eviration/
defemination,” and “metamorphosis sexualis
paranoica’ (psychotic feeling that your body was
transitioning)

- Either a “hereditary taint” or a taste acquired
through degenerate living, sex work

- Focused on social behavior, esp. feelings of
“1ealousy” towards c1s women

L e . e G 1Ty




Havelock Ellis, Sexual Inversion (1896)

- Editor of Renaissance drama (especially Marlowe)

- Sexo-Aesthetic Inversion (wanting to look like the “opposite” sex)

- “Eonism,” developing overstrong identification with women

A GROUP OF SEXUAL PERVERTS (ELMIRA).



Havelock Ellis, Sexual Inversion (1896)

James Kiernan, inventor of the perversion “heterosexuality,” claimed that
“The lowest animals are bisexual and the various types of hermaphroditism

are more or less complete reversions to the ancestral type.”

A GROUP OF SEXUAL PERVERTS (ELMIRA).



Magnus Hirschfeld, 1868-1935

- Gay Jewish sexologist in Weimar
Berlin

- Founded the Institute for Sexual
Research in 1919

- “First” gender-confirming surgical
and medical procedures

- Collected a massive archive
on gender nonconformity, queer
sexuality
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Harry Benjamin, 1885-1986
- Endocrinologist, sexologist, scammer
- Began practicing trans health care in the 1930s
- Credit for comning the term “transsexual” (he didn’t)

- Professional connections to Magnus Hirschield, Alfred Kinsey, Karl
Bowman

- The Transsexual Phenomenon (1966)
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Gender Identity Clinics, 1960s-70s

- UCLA Gender Identity Reseaerch Clinic, Johns Hopkins Gender Identity
Clinic, Stanford Gender Identity Clinic

- Tightly controlled access to gender-affirming care




Diagnostic Criteria: How to separate “true” or “genuine” transsexuals
from fakers, repressed homosexuals, confused youth, fetishists, psychotics,
paraphiliacs

- attractive to the doctor

- had a ““trans childhood”

- wanted to transition to be “normal” (heterosexual, private life, middle
class)

- compliant

- “real life test”



Some Eftects:

Massive expansion of medical authority over trans life: physicians,
surgeons, psychiatrists, sexologists, sociologists, behavioral scientists

Extreme lengthening of the process of transition
Intense, formalized gatekeeping from medical professionals
Made trans people gatekeep themselves and each other

Production of transness as an identity and a pathology



What are some limitations of this version of trans history?




What are some limitations of this version of trans history?
- Suggests trans people are a recent phenomenon

- Equates trans people with medical procedures and
authority

- Transness 1s about 1dentity, individual subjects
- Nothing but white people? Especially white male doctors
- A European and especially American history

- History of pathologization




What can early modern trans studies offer?

- Challenge transphobic narratives about “new’ gender
1dentities, surgeries, transitions

- Think about how the histories of transphobia are
also the histories of white supremacy, colonialism,
antisemitism, and Islamophobia

- Find trans possibility 1in surprising places

- Updating early modern studies and trans studies

- Remember there was trans life before the clinic



SHAKESPEARE | PROCREATION SONNETS
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BOY PLAYERS, ANTI-THEATRICAL TREATISES



JOHN MILTON'S JUVENALIA



JOHN MILTON
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MARIE DE FRANCE
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God created the man 1n his 1image: 1n the
image of God created he him: he created them
male and female.(Genesis 1:27)

Therefore the Lord God caused a heavy sleep
to fall upon the man, and he slept: and he took
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh 1n stead
thereof. And the rib which the Lord God had
taken from the man, made he a woman, and
brought her to the man. Then the man said,
This now 1s bone of my bones, and flesh of
my flesh. She shall be called woman, because
she was taken out of the man (Genesis 2:21-

23).
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4.0 95+ pts

3.7 90-94 pts
3.3 85-89 pts
3.0 80-34 pts
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3 1n-class exams, 50 points each (I will
drop your lowest score)



Addltonal Points:
%4 Stage / record a scene, 10 points (1x max)
¢ &1 1| Memorize and recite a poem in class, 3 pts

- Memorize and recite a poem 1n my ofhice, 2
pts (1x max)

| Rest Activity, 1 point (2x max)



- iIntroduce you important work 1n
trans studies

- imagine a deep history of trans life
and transphobia

- work on your writing

- read some 1ncredibly weird things




EARLY MODERN TRANS STUDIES

DADDY ISSUES

MILTON, SHAKESPEARE, SPENSER




My information:

Office: English House 210

Office Hours: Tuesday 9-12 and by
appt (sign up on Calendly link on
Moodle)

Email: cgordonl@brynmawr.edu

Required Texts Available 1in
Bookstore




Next Steps For You:

Set your Moodle pic to an image of your
face (thank you)

Think about how you want to get points

Read weird Shakespeare poems for
Wednesday

Come to office hours and say hi! (If you
ant)




