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      Chapter One
Against Emergence



“For the past decade or so, ‘emergent’ 
has often appeared alongside 
‘transgender studies’ to describe a 
growing scholarly field. But while 
the scholarly trope of emergence 
conjures the cutting edge, it can 
also be an infantilizing temporality 
that communicates (and contributes 
to) perpetual marginalization. An 
emergent field is always on the 
verge of becoming, but it may never 
arrive.” - Reg Kunzel



How are trans people “emergent?”



How are trans people “emergent?”

   - new, novel, without history  

   - “cutting-edge” and futuristic 
(identities, medical technologies, etc)

  - we keep being “discovered” (by 
cis people, obviously)



How are trans people “emergent?”

   - “contagion” or “craze”

   - appearing suddenly, “rapid onset”

   - infantile, childlike

   - untested, experimental

   - dangerous, a threat, an emergency 
or crisis





SAFE Act (“Save Adolescents From 
Experimentation”)

   - untested, experimental

   - dangerous, a threat, an emergency 
or crisis

	 - specifically targeting children





Criminalization of Crossdressing 
(1840s and 50s)



The History of Sexology (the science of sex)

	 - Late 19th century - 20th century

	 - Psychiatry, psychoanalysis, criminology, eugenics, law, 
medical science

	 - Obsessed with creating taxonomies

	 - Central genre: the case study



Karl Heinrich Ulrichs, 1825 - 1895



Karl Heinrich Ulrichs, 1825-1895

	 - The Riddle of Man-Manly Love (1864-1865)

	 - An Urning (Uranian) is someone with a “male body” who was “born 
with the sexual drive of women” as a result of embryonic development 
(inversion)

	 - Pursuit of Dionings (heterosexual men) is natural, biological, inborn

	 - Legal punishment of Urnings would be unjust

	 - anima muliebris virili corpore inclusa



Richard von Krafft-Ebing, 1840-1902

	 - Psychopathia Sexualis (1886)

	 - “antipathic sexual instinct,” “eviration/
defemination,” and “metamorphosis sexualis 
paranoica” (psychotic feeling that your body was 
transitioning)

	 - Either a “hereditary taint” or a taste acquired 
through degenerate living, sex work

	 - Focused on social behavior, esp. feelings of 
“jealousy” towards cis women



Havelock Ellis, Sexual Inversion (1896)

	 - Editor of Renaissance drama (especially Marlowe)
	
	 - Sexo-Aesthetic Inversion (wanting to look like the “opposite” sex)

	 - “Eonism,” developing overstrong identification with women

	



Havelock Ellis, Sexual Inversion (1896)

James Kiernan, inventor of the perversion “heterosexuality,” claimed that 
“The lowest animals are bisexual and the various types of hermaphroditism 
are more or less complete reversions to the ancestral type.”

	



Magnus Hirschfeld, 1868-1935

	 - Gay Jewish sexologist in Weimar 
Berlin

	 - Founded the Institute for Sexual 
Research in 1919

	 - “First” gender-confirming surgical 
and medical procedures

	 - Collected a massive archive 
on gender nonconformity, queer 
sexuality

















Harry Benjamin, 1885-1986

	 - Endocrinologist, sexologist, scammer

	 - Began practicing trans health care in the 1930s

	 - Credit for coining the term “transsexual” (he didn’t)

	 - Professional connections to Magnus Hirschfeld, Alfred Kinsey, Karl 
Bowman

	 - The Transsexual Phenomenon (1966)







Gender Identity Clinics, 1960s-70s

	 - UCLA Gender Identity Reseaerch Clinic, Johns Hopkins Gender Identity 
Clinic, Stanford Gender Identity Clinic

	 - Tightly controlled access to gender-affirming care



Diagnostic Criteria: How to separate “true” or “genuine” transsexuals 
from fakers, repressed homosexuals, confused youth, fetishists, psychotics, 
paraphiliacs

	 - attractive to the doctor

	 - had a “trans childhood”

	 - wanted to transition to be “normal” (heterosexual, private life, middle 
class)

	 - compliant

	 - “real life test”



Some Effects:

Massive expansion of medical authority over trans life: physicians, 
surgeons, psychiatrists, sexologists, sociologists, behavioral scientists

Extreme lengthening of the process of transition

Intense, formalized gatekeeping from medical professionals

Made trans people gatekeep themselves and each other

Production of transness as an identity and a pathology



What are some limitations of this version of trans history?



What are some limitations of this version of trans history?

- Suggests trans people are a recent phenomenon

- Equates trans people with medical procedures and 
authority

- Transness is about identity, individual subjects

- Nothing but white people? Especially white male doctors

- A European and especially American history

- History of pathologization



What can early modern trans studies offer?

	 - Challenge transphobic narratives about “new” gender 
identities, surgeries, transitions

	 - Think about how the histories of transphobia are 
also the histories of white supremacy, colonialism, 
antisemitism, and Islamophobia

	 - Find trans possibility in surprising places

	 - Updating early modern studies and trans studies

	 - Remember there was trans life before the clinic



Shakespeare																				                   Procreation Sonnets



John Lyly																					                     												            Galatea



                    Boy Players, Anti-Theatrical Treatises										       



															               John Milton’s Juvenalia



John Milton																															                               Comus



Antonio de Erauso																		                  Lieutenant Nun



George Herbert																							                      Love Poems



John Donne																										                         Death Poems



Margaret Cavendish														             The Blazing World



John Milton																											                           Paradise Lost



John Milton																					                     Samson Agonistes



Marie de France																													                            Yonec



Edmund Spenser															              The Mutabilitie Cantos



John Milton																						                      Paradise Regained



God created the man in his image: in the 
image of God created he him: he created them 
male and female.(Genesis 1:27)

Therefore the Lord God caused a heavy sleep 
to fall upon the man, and he slept: and he took 
one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in stead 
thereof. And the rib which the Lord God had 
taken from the man, made he a woman, and 
brought her to the man. Then the man said, 
This now is bone of my bones, and flesh of 
my flesh. She shall be called woman, because 
she was taken out of the man (Genesis 2:21-
23).







Grading

Grades out of 100 points

4.0 	95+ pts
3.7		  90-94 pts
3.3		  85-89 pts
3.0		  80-84 pts
etc		 etc



How To Get Points

3 in-class exams, 50 points each (I will 
drop your lowest score)



Additonal Points:

Stage / record a scene, 10 points (1x max)

Memorize and recite a poem in class, 3 pts 
(1x max)

Memorize and recite a poem in my office, 2 
pts (1x max)

Rest Activity, 1 point (2x max)



My goals: 

	 - introduce you important work in 
trans studies

	 - imagine a deep history of trans life 
and transphobia

	 - work on your writing 

	 - read some incredibly weird things





My information:

Office: English House 210
Office Hours: Tuesday 9-12 and by 
appt (sign up on Calendly link on 
Moodle) 
Email: cgordon1@brynmawr.edu

Required Texts Available in 
Bookstore



Next Steps For You:

Set your Moodle pic to an image of your 
face (thank you)

Think about how you want to get points

Read weird Shakespeare poems for 
Wednesday

Come to office hours and say hi! (If you 
want)


