ESEM 001, Fall 2026

Short Assignment 1
Due by midnight on Sunday, Sept. 13

Requirements:
· 3+ pages, double-spaced, 1” margins
· Upload to Moodle as a MS Word file. Label the file with your full name and the assignment name. For example, my file would be named Jen Callaghan Short Assignment 1.
· This assignment will be graded Complete / Incomplete.

Goal:
To use the act of writing to move from your initial observations and responses to a text toward a critical question and essay topic

Task:
Write a response to Edward Gorey’s book The Doubtful Guest or one of David Sedaris’s essays, “Me Talk Pretty One Day” or “Jesus Shaves.”

Not sure where to start? Explore the questions below on your own or in conversation with a friend or Writing Center tutor. Write about one or two of your most interesting ideas in your response.
	
	Starting with Observations:
Which details did you notice in the text that you found odd or intriguing? What patterns or contrasts did you notice? Which topics, ideas, or themes stood out to you? What did you notice or realize about the text as a result of class discussion that you’d like to explore further?

	Starting with Feelings:
How did you feel while reading the text? Which specific words or details in the text evoked strong feelings and why? Which perspective in the text aligns most closely with your lived world experience? For example, do you identify with a particular character, the narrator, or the intended audience—if so, why? Which perspectives are missing from the text, and what might those perspectives have added?

	Starting with Questions:
What do you find puzzling, confusing, or difficult to understand about the text? What questions or problems does the text raise in your mind, and what are some possible answers or solutions? What does the text imply, assume, or suggest? What meanings or messages does the text convey?
