ESEM 001, Fall 2026

Short Assignment 2
Due by midnight on Sunday, Sept. 20
· 3+ pages, double-spaced, 1” margins
· Upload to Moodle as a MS Word doc. Name the file like this: Jen Callaghan Short Assignment 2.
· Include page numbers when you cite the text. Use MLA format if you’re familiar with it.
· This assignment will be graded Complete / Incomplete.
Goal:
To practice close reading; to generate a potential topic for the first formal essay
Task:
Choose an aspect of the Looking-glass world or its society to examine. For example, you might pick a topic such as time, gravity, etiquette, names, gender, the justice system, education, commerce, or dreams.
Then choose one scene that depicts that aspect of Looking-glass world and analyze how the topic is being represented. What are the Looking-glass world rules or norms related to your topic? Which rules are openly stated and which do you infer? What do you notice in the scene about the way the topic is presented? Which words, phrases, details, or patterns seem significant? What questions arise in your mind based on your observations? How does Alice react to the rule? What does the scene imply about the rules in our real world or Alice’s fictional home world of Victorian England?
Note: if you have a favorite scene, you can work in reverse order to pick a topic. Read the scene and identify a set of Looking-glass world rules or a system that Alice navigates.
Select the best or most interesting results of your analysis and come up with a hypothesis about what the story communicates about your topic in that scene.
