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Where do citation styles come from?



Where does the 
period go? Space 
or no space? Which 
words do I italicize? 
How many spaces 
after the title? Do I 
need the URL?





Three Sets of Rules

Document Layout In-Text Citations and Style 
Guide

Complete Bibliographic 
Info for Sources



Document Layout



In-Text Citations

MLA

In Green Eggs and Ham, the main character explains why he refuses to eat breakfast: “I do 
not like green eggs and ham” (Seuss 13).

APA

Seuss (1960) provided a case study in which a child expressed dislike for familiar food 
because the color of the food was unusual (p. 13).

Chicago

In Green Eggs and Ham, the main character repeatedly told Sam, “I do not like green eggs 
and ham.”1

1. Dr. Seuss, Green Eggs and Ham (New York: Random House, 1960), 13.



In-Text Style Guide

Titles

Numbers
Spell out or use numeral?

Possessive nouns ending in “s”
Harry Styles’s tour (Chicago) or Harry Styles’ tour (AP)

Oxford comma
I like kittens, rainbows, and ice cream. (Chicago)

I like kittens, rainbows and ice cream. (AP)



Complete Bibliographic Info

MLA

Works Cited*

APA

References

Chicago

Bibliography

*Optional: you can also include Works Consulted.



Bibliographic Entries

MLA

Seuss, Dr. Green Eggs and Ham. Random House, 1960.

APA

Seuss, D. (1960). Green Eggs and Ham. New York: Random House.

Chicago

Seuss, Dr. Green Eggs and Ham. New York: Random House, 1960.



Locate up-to-date rules

Tripod Research Guide on Citation

Purdue OWL

MLA 9th edition (April 2021)

APA 7th edition (Oct. 2019)

Chicago 18th edition (2024)



Look up how to create an entry

• What kind of text is it?

• Is it a complete work (book, album, entire Web site) or part of a 
complete work (chapter, song, blog post)?

• Is the source print or digital?

• Is the author named? How many? Is there a translator or editor?
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