1. Dialogue Project

Background: This project was conceived of by Alison Cook-Sather in 1995 and funded by a grant from the Ford Foundation first, then by the Arthur Vining Davis Foundations. Now Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges support the project without outside funding and as an integral part of teacher preparation.  It has earned international recognition and been researched and written about by both Alison and Heather Curl. It is the only dialogue project of its kind in the United States of which we are aware. It is currently run in collaboration with Chanelle and Christina D’Emma, a teacher at Science Leadership Academy (SLA) @ Beeber in Philadelphia. 

Purpose: The purpose of the project is to create a forum within which you can interact and communicate directly with the people you are preparing to teach — high school students — learning from them what works, what does not, and what could work for them in school.  You have read (and are reading this semester) a great deal of educational theory, but it is equally important that you have contact with actual students whose lives are affected by everything you read about and who have a different perspective on schooling. 

Expectations – Emails and Meetings: You will each maintain a weekly electronic communication with a student who attends SLA Beeber. It is essential that you maintain this dialogue as real people are involved. When you are teaching, you will have to engage with up to 150 students at a time.  This semester, you can focus on one and develop your skills with his or her input. In addition to this weekly E-exchange, you will meet with the high school students during the semester: once at the beginning, and once at the end.  It is also required that you “shadow” your dialogue partner - arranging to spend at least half of a school day going with him or her from class to class. Please complete the school visit between Fall Break and December 6th. 

Expectations – Listening and Analyzing: Another component of the project involves a weekly meeting at SLA Beeber where the students (led by Ms. D’Emma) discuss issues we are discussing in class. Those conversations will be audiotaped and uploaded onto Moodle for you to listen to. This will lead to rich and thoughtful ideas that add greatly to the literature we are reading. For this reason, an additional “reading” for many class sessions is to listen to these audio files as indicated in the syllabus, and complete complementary analysis (identify and transcribe 3 quotes from the conversation that are particularly salient, identify a particularly compelling or controversial theme within the conversation to bring to class and discuss, highlight a particular student’s contribution to the conversation, etc.). 
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Expectations – Writing / Presentation: Finally, the Dialogue Analysis is due at the end of classes. The analysis should be a (approx.) 2,000 word critical reflection on what you learned from the dialogue — about pedagogy, about the students with whom you exchanged ideas, about yourself, etc.  Every analysis will be different (i.e., there are many answers to the question of what you learned).  Your analysis should draw on the actual email messages exchanged (so keep all of them), your notes and reflections from the day you shadow your partner, the weekly audio files and accompanying analysis, and on course readings if they apply. You should quote directly whenever possible. This paper should be double-spaced, 12 pt. font.  These assignments associated with the dialogue project count for 20% of your grade for the class.
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