4. Observation in School Placements: 

We design your fall field placement so that you have the opportunity to get to know the school where you will complete your practice teaching and develop a relationship with your cooperating teacher. There are three parts to this component of the class: 
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· Weekly attendance: You should plan to spend three (more if possible) hours per week at the school in which you will be doing your student teaching with the cooperating teacher(s) in whose classroom(s) you will be working.  You should spend time in your cooperating teacher’s classroom, but also try to visit other classrooms, the cafeteria, the library, or any other places in the school that help you develop a sense of the school as a whole.  Spending this time allows you to get to know the context, the teachers, and the students where you will be doing your practice teaching. These visits should begin as soon as possible and continue throughout the semester. 
· Field notes: For each visit, you need to complete written observations (see end of syllabus for a sample “Observation Form” or use a different format for your field notes if you prefer).  You should come to class prepared to discuss the issues and questions that week’s observation raised for you.  The purpose of your completing these forms is to make sure that you forge direct and explicit connections among what you are observing, what you are reading, and what you are thinking about in terms of your own theory and practice. Reflections on these observations can also be recorded in your journal. Please keep these completed observation forms throughout the semester, drawing on them when possible in class discussion and in your final portfolio.
· Lessons: You should prepare and teach two lessons during the fall semester, the second of which will be recorded (a flip cam is available for signing out). These can be back to back on a similar topic or two separate lessons - weeks or months apart. Discuss this requirement with your cooperating teacher and arrange what works best for you, your teacher and the students. The purpose of this assignment is to give you practice constructing a lesson plan format from which you teach and to analyze your teaching habits and quirks prior to student teaching in the spring. Plan to include each lesson you teach in the pedagogy section of your final portfolio, along with a written reflection for how the lessons went, what you learned through the experience and what you would change if teaching it again.  

Feedback from your cooperating teacher, as well as observation notes and lesson plan reflections will be used to assess this portion of your grade. Thorough, thoughtful completion of this assignment will contribute 10% to your grade for the class.
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