5. Portfolio

Your portfolio should be the most comprehensive collection to date of your thoughts and plans for teaching. (See Certification Requirements in the Student Teaching Handbook to remind yourself of the larger portfolio requirement.)  This assignment requires you to draw on all aspects of your preparation to teach and to construct a critical narrative grounded in educational theory, professional dialogues, and your own experiences and perspectives. Your portfolio drafts should clearly locate you in dialogue with others — published theorists, high school students, your SAS, etc. — who have thought about what it takes to be a teacher (i.e., artifacts and reflections should include direct reference to/quotations from these various sources, properly cited). In other words, the portfolio should be a thoughtful, well-supported, analytical narrative that identifies your own key experiences, commitments, and plans for practice and discusses them in the context of assigned and other readings and in conversation with the voices of your dialogue partners. In place of a traditional form of evaluation in which the teacher asks questions to which you must supply answers, the portfolio gives you the opportunity to construct a more individual representation of how you engage with the course materials, reflect on your experiences, and make a case for your preparation based on both.

A note on format: The rough drafts of each section of your portfolio should be completed via Word and sent to Chanelle on the due date for feedback. Artifacts included with each reflection can be attached to the document or just described if that is easier. For the final version, however, the portfolios will be uploaded and constructed using an online platform such as Wix, Wordpress or google sites so that the final Teaching Portfolio you create will be digital. We will discuss these programs and others like them throughout the semester, but do explore them on your own early on. 

The portfolio should include the following components, which we will more clearly define together as a group throughout the semester, as drafts of the different sections are due. Again, all of these should draw on and document your engagement with course readings, your dialogue with your high school student partners, your dialogue with your SAS, your interaction with your cooperating teacher, and any other relevant sources.

Section I: Autobiography of Learning and Philosophy of Education: This section documents your preparation to teach your subject area up to this point and your emerging philosophy of education. This section should show how your pre-college educational experiences, college coursework, and other relevant experiences both within the subject area in which you are seeking certification and in education have prepared you to teach. Below are a set of concepts/ideas/experiences which are required and should be discussed throughout this first section of your portfolio. This is just the surface, however, and you should feel free to include anything which fits within this topic. 
· Introduction that outlines contents and illuminates rationale for their inclusion and their order (written last, after you have written all other entries for the section)
· Relevant pre-college educational experiences
· Particular examples of readings, assignments, and/or experiences from individual courses you have completed for your major or the area in which you are seeking certification and how they have prepared you to teach your subject matter
· Overview/list/representation of professional preparation courses (Critical Issues in Education, Educational Psychology, education electives) you have completed and how they have, as a group and a sequence of experiences, prepared you to teach 
· A consideration of the variety of Learning Theories and Philosophies we discuss 
· A draft of your own developing approach to teaching / Philosophy of Education

Section II: Focus on Learners: This section focuses on students, the roles that culture and identity play in education and the skill of learning from and engaging with students and their perspectives in teaching and learning. Through this section, you also document your own relationship to learning from and with students, and the role student voice will play in your classroom. Below are a set of concepts/ideas/experiences which are required and should be discussed throughout this second section. As with each section, you are welcome to combine concepts and include any other learnings which seem relevant. 
· Introduction that outlines contents and illuminates rationale for their inclusion and their order (written last, after you have written all other entries for the section)
· Conceptual/theoretical/philosophical discussion of the role students will play in your teaching and in the pedagogical and curricular decisions you will make, including consideration of how culture and identity influences teaching and learning
· Examples from your own experience as a learner and/or teacher of focusing on and listening to students
· Sample strategies for consulting and listening to students and analyses of when and why they might be appropriate and effective
· Excerpts from your dialogue with your high school student partner and analysis of what you are learning from it (turned in later)
· Excerpts from your experience shadowing your student at Cristo Rey and what you gained from that experience (turned in later)

Section III: Focus on Curriculum: This section offers various strategies for constructing curriculum, integrating and making good use of academic standards at all levels, and understanding what you believe students should learn in your subject area. The connection between curriculum, differentiation, pedagogy and planning should also be considered. See the concepts/ideas/experiences which are required below and feel free to combine and/or add other significant ideas which emerge from your SAS, Field Placement or future plans.  
· Introduction that outlines contents and illuminates rationale for their inclusion and their order (written last, after you have written all other entries for the section)
· Your own statement of what students need to know and be able to do in your subject area
· Discussion of relevant standards in your subject area and how you will work with them
· Analysis of different curricular models and approaches you have explored (including backwards design, differentiation of curriculum, integration, including passions, etc – this may take more than one artifact)
· A consideration of the overall curriculum you will draw from when teaching next semester (relevant textbooks, novels, themes, programs used if elementary)
· A written curriculum of one of the units you will teach in the spring should be an artifact included in this section. Your reflection should include analysis of the structure, your curriculum construction process and how it is informed by the arguments you make in bullets 2-5 above

Section IV: Focus on Pedagogy: This section explores different methods of teaching and stances toward pedagogy, and documents your own beliefs, including the specific strategies that seem relevant and important to you as a teacher. Aspects of pedagogy - including approaches to teaching, classroom management, technology, differentiation, assessment and lesson planning – should be considered. See below for required elements and add/combine when useful. 
· Introduction that outlines contents and illuminates rationale for their inclusion and their order (written last, after you have written all other entries for the section)
· Critical discussion of the classroom environment 
· Critical discussion of technology in the classroom
· Critical discussion of various classroom management strategies and why you will use particular approaches and not others
· Evidence of plans for differentiated instruction
· Critical discussion of assessment and evaluation – including approaches you plan to use
· Metaphor for yourself as a teacher or other representation of your evolving teacher identity
· A collection of lesson plans written by you (the artifact) that reflect (and explicitly identify) your curricular and pedagogical commitments as articulated in this portfolio (explored in the reflection) 
· Reflections from the lessons you taught in your placement, including a copy of the lesson plan you taught from and notes from reviewing the video of you teaching 

The portfolio (including the individual drafts and final version) counts for 50% of your grade for the class.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: A revised version of your portfolio (again see Certification Requirements for details) will be reviewed in early January by a member of the Teacher Education Committee and a faculty member in your major department, who represents the subject area in which you are seeking certification.  Successful completion of the portfolio is a prerequisite for admission to student teaching.
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