Thesis Worksheet
Check all of the following that apply. Does this thesis/argument demonstrate:

ORIGINALITY: 

· Is debatable: no clear yes or no, right or wrong answer
· Has stakes for how we interpret the text(s) as a whole 

· Avoids broad generalizations, summaries, and descriptions
· Does not simply rehash or rely heavily on the arguments of others (including those posed in class)

SPECIFICITY:   

· Points to specific places in the text(s)
· Defines its major terms 
· Considers potential counterarguments 

FOR COMPARISONS: 

· Avoids a false dichotomy (i.e. arguing that two things are different when they are actually similar) 
· Provides insight that could not be gained from analyzing just one of the two passages  


Additional notes. If you didn’t check a box, what could be improved about or added to this thesis? Does the thesis do anything particularly well? 


