Approaches to Dance: Theories and Perspectives
What is a Close Reading?

Observing and noting the content (what does it mean; what are the author’s main points? And, how do they make those points (rhetorical strategies, such as metaphor, citations, use of anecdote, cross-historical reference, repetition, metaphor, essay structure, etc.)

Interpreting the text (what is the text’s impact on the reader -- that’s you). What significance does the text have to contemporary life, to your life, or, how does this text change or conflict with your perception of truth-- what you know—and make you reflect on how you came to know it? How does this text “speak” to you, or where/how does it leave you feeling little? The above questions are examples as to how you might interpret the text, not requirements. It depends a lot on the text, itself.

Evidence of thinking: Close readings should result in your own notation of important quotes (and where you can find them, page number and paragraph location), as well as the questions that emerge for you as inspired by the text. What questions or comments can you bring to the group for discussion? (always think and prepare in these terms, as it’s possible you may be left to your own devices in class with a partner or large group to discuss). What do need to bring to the group in order to clarify or to gain a deeper understanding of the text? What strategies did you use, if any, to make this text meaningful to you (especially if it’s a dense text or on a topic on which you struggle to relate or aren’t all that interested in…)? Some folks may have found it difficult to meet the text in this way, and your strategy could really help out a friend in class. 

Rhetorical Analysis: how did the author structure their paper in effective/ineffective ways? What was their word choice, when did they use description and how did they shape those sentences to support their main argument(s)? When did they cite, how did they cite, and how did they use first hand quotations? HOW did they write that?!

· Mark up the text (try not to highlight, but to underline and make notes in the margin, or create a key where symbols represents different types of significance in the text)
· Write one comment, question, reflection at the end of each page, not only a summary of the content but your response to the text
· Try taking notes on a separate paper to track your thinking while reading
· Ideally, you do two reads: one for overall content, and one for a deeper analysis of content and structure

